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CONSPIRACY OF TONTIAO. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 



FRONTIEK FORTS AND SETTLEMENTS. 

We have followed the war to ity farthest confinee, 
and watched it in its remotest operations ; not 
because there is any thing especially worthy to be 
chronicled in the capture of a backwoods fort, and 
the slaughter of a few soldiers, but because these 
acts exhibit some of the characteristic traits of the 
actors. It was along the line of the British fron- 
tier that the war raged with its most destructive 
violence. To destroy the garrisons, and then turn 
upon the settlements, had been the original plan of 
the Indians ; and while Pontiac was pushing the 
siege of Detroit, and the smaller interior posts 
were treacherously assailed, the tempest was gath- 
ering which was soon to buret along the whole 
frontier. 

In 1763, the British settlements did not extend 
beyond the Alleghanies. In the province of New 
York, they reached no farther than the German 
Flats, on the Mohawk. In Pennsylvania, the town 
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3 FRONTIEE FORTS AKD SETTLEMENTS. [17M 

of Bedford might be regarded as the extreme ver^ 
of the frontier, while the Bettlements of Virginia 
extended to a corresponding distance. Through 
the adjacent wilderness ran various lines of mili- 
tary posts, to make good the communication from 
point to point. One of the most important among 
these passed through the country of the Six Nations, 
and guarded the route between the northern col- 
onies and Lake Ontario. This communication was 
formed by the Hudson, the Mohawk, Wood Creek, 
the Oneida Lake, and the Kiver Oswego. It was 
defended by Forts Stanwix, Brewerton, Oswego, 
and two or three smaller posts. Near the western 
extremity of Lake Ontario stood Fort Niagara, at 
the mouth of the river whence it derived its name. 
It wag a strong and extensive work, guarding the 
access to the whole interior country, both by way 
of the Oswego communication just mentioned, and 
by that of Canada and the St. Lawrence. From 
Fort Niagara the route lay by a portage beside 
the great falls to Presqu' Isle, on Lake Erie, where 
the town of Erie now stands. Thence the traveller 
could pass, by a short overland passage, to Fort Le 
Boeuf, on a branch of the Alleghany ; thence, by 
water, to Venango ; and thence, down the Alle- 
ghany, to Fort IHtt. This last- mentioned post stood 
on the present site of Pittsburg — the point of land 
formed by the confluence of the Alleghany and 
the Monongahela. Its position was as captivating 
to the eye of an artist as it was commanding in a 
military point of view. On the left, the Monon- 
gahela descended through a woody valley of sin- 
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1768-1 FOET PITT. 8 

gular beauty ; on the right, flowed the Allegtiany, 
beneath steep and lofty banks ; and both united, in 
front, to form the broad Ohio, which, flanked by 
picturesque hilla and declivities, began at this point 
its progress towards the Mississippi. The place 
already had ita historic associations, though, as yet, 
their roughness was unmellowed. by the lapse of 
time. It was here that the French had erected 
Fort du Qaesne. Within a few miles, Braddock 
encountered his disastrous overtbrow; and on the 
hill behind the fort, Grant's Highlanders and 
Lewis's Virginians had been surrounded and cap- 
tured, though not without a stout resistance on the 
part of the latter. 

Fort Pitt was built by General Stanwix, in the 
year 1759, upon the ruins of Fort du Quesne, 
destroyed by General Forbes. It was a strong 
fortification, with ramparts of earth, faced with 
brick on the side looking down the Ohio. Its 
walls have long since been levelled to the ground, 
and over their ruins have risen warehouses, and 
forges with countless chimneys, rolling up their 
black volumes of smoke. Where once the bark 
canoe lay on the strand, a throng of steamers now 
lie moored along the crowded levee. 

Fort Pitt stood far aloof in the forest, and one 
might journey eastward full two hundred miles, 
before the English settlements began to thicken. 
Behind it lay a broken and woody tract; then 
succeeded the great barrier of the Alleghanies, 
traversing the country in successive ridges; and 
beyond these lay vast woods, extending to the 
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4 FEOKTIER F0ET8 AND SETTLEMENTS. [176S. 

Sasquehanna. Eastward of this river, cabins of 
Bettlers became more numerous, until, in the neigh- 
borhood of Lancaster, the country assuised an 
appearance of prosperity and- cultivation. Two 
roads led from Fort Pitt to the settlements, one of 
which was cut by General Braddopk in his disas- 
trous march across the mountains, from Cumber- 
land, in the year 1755. The other, which was the 
more frequented, passed by Carlisle and Bedford, 
and was made by General Forbes, iu 1758. Leav- 
ing the fort by this latter route, the traveller would 
find himself, after a journey of fifty-six miles, at the 
little post of Ligonier, whence he would soon reach 
Fort Bedford, about a hundred miles from Fort Pitt. 
It was nestled among mountains, and surrounded 
by clearings and log cabins. Passing several small 
posts and settlements, he would arrive at Carlisle, 
nearly a hundred miles farther east, a place resem- 
bling Bedford iu its general aspect, although of 
greater extent. After leaving Fort Bedford, nu 
merous houses of settlers were scattered here and 
there among the valleys, on each side of the road 
from Fort Pitt, so that the number of families 
beyond the Susquehanna amounted to several hun- 
dreds, thinly distributed over a great space.* From 
Carlisle to Harris's Ferry, now Harrisburg, on the 
Susquehanna, was but a short distance ; and from 
thence, the road led directly into the heart of the 
settlements. The frontiers of Virginia bore a 
general resemblance to those of Pennsylvania. It 

1 There vss n cluster of log boaaee even around Fort Ugonier, and a 
tnder named Byerlj hod a stalioii at Busby Run. 
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ia not necessary at present to indicate minutely 
the position of their scattered settlements, and the 
small posts intended to protect them.' Along 
these borders all had remained quiet, and nothing 
occurred to excite alarm or uneasiness. Captain 
Simeon Ecuyer, a brave Swiss officer, who com- 
manded at Fort Pitt, had indeed received warnings 
of danger. On the fourth of May, he wrote to 
Colonel Bouquet at Philadelphia: "Major Glad- 
wyn writes to tell me that I am eurronnded by ras- 
cals. He complains a great deal of the Delawares 
and Shawanoes. It is this canaille who stir up the 
rest to mischief." At length, on the twenty-seventh, 
at about dusk in the evening, a party of Indians 
was seen descending the banks of the Alleghany, 
mth laden pack-horses. They bnilt fires, and 
encamped on the shore till daybreak, when they till 
crossed over to the fort, bringing with them a great 
quantity of valuable furs. These they sold to the 
traders, demanding, in exchange, bullets, hatphets, 
and gunpowder ; but their conduct was so peculiar as 
to excite the just suspicion that they came either as 
spies or with some other insidious design." Hardly 
were they gone, when tidings carae in that Colonel 
Clapham, with several persons, both men and 
women, had been murdered and scalped near 
the fort ; and it was soon after discovered that the 
inhabitants of an Indian town, a few miles up the 

' The authorities for the foregoing topographical sltetch are drawn 
from the Pennaylvftnia Hisloiical C'dteciioai, and the OMea Time,, an eicel 
lent antiquarian irorlt, published at Pitlaburg ! together with Tarioni , 
maps, plans, and contempontrf papers. 

^ Gordon. Eiat. Pa. G22. MS. Letter —Scigwr to Boaqita, 29 May, 
1738. 
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6 FBONTIES FORTS AND SETTLEMENTS. [1768, Ui.t 

Alleghany, had totally abandoned their cabins, as if 
bent on some plan of mischief. On the next day, 
two soldiers were shot within a mUe of the fort. 
An express was hastily sent to Venango, to warn 
the little garrison of danger ; but he returned 
almost immediately, having been twice fired at, and 
severely wounded.' A trader named Calhoun now 
came ip from the Indian village of Tuscaroras, with 
intelligence of a yet more startling kind. At eleven 
o'clock on the night of the twenty-seventh, a chief 
named Shingas, with several of the principal war- 
riors in the place, had come to Calhoun's cabin, and 
earnestly begged him to depart, declaring that they 
did not wish to see him killed before their eyes. 
The Ottawas and Ojibwas, they said, had taken up 
the hatchet, and captured Detroit, Sandusky, and 

^ MS. Letter — Bouquet to Amhfril, June &. 

^xtmctttomalett^ — Fori Pilt, Man ei {Pa«>- Gax.'So. 1798). 

" We Imve oioal melancholy Acuoimts beie — The lodiaiu hare broke 
out In several FUcei, and murdered Colonel Clapham and bis Family ; 
ftlao two of our Soldiera at the Saw-mill, near the Fort, and two Scalpi 
are taken from each man. An Indian has brought a War-Belt to Tus- 
carora, and lays Detroit ia inTested ; and tliat St. Dugky ii cut oH, and 
Eniign l^wtey made Priaoner — Levy's Goods are stupt at Tnacarora by 
the Indiana — Last Night Eleven men were attacked at Beaver Creek, 
eight or nine of whom, it ia aaid, were killed — And Twenty-five of Mac- 
rae's and Alison's Horses, loaded wilta Skins, are all taken." 

Exiiactfrom a MS. Letter — Ea^er to BouqueL 

" Fort Pllt, 29tli Vtj. 1788. 

" Juat aa I had finished my tetter, Three men catne in from Clap 
ham's, with the Melancholy News, that Yeaterday, at three O'clouk In the 
Afternoon, the Indians Murdered Clapham, and Every Body in hi* 
House: These three men weie out at work, t Escaped ilirough the 
Woods. I Immediately Armed them, and sent them to Asaiat our People 
U Bushy RuD. The Indians have told Byerty (at Bushy Run) to Leave 
his Place in Four Daya, or be and his Family would all be murdered : I 
•m Uneasy for the little Posts — Aa for this, I will answer for It." 

The above Is a conlemporiiiy traaelation. Tlie original, which la 
befote me. Is In French, like all Ecuyer's letters to Bouquet. 
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all the forts of the interior. The Delaware^ and 
Shawanoes of the Ohio were foUowiog their exam- 
ple, and were murdering all the traders among 
them. Calhonn and the thirteen men in bis em- 
ploy lost no time in taking their departure. The 
Indians forced them to leave their guns behind, 
promising that they would give them three war- 
riors to guide them in safety to Fort Pitt ; but 
the whole proved a piece of characteristic dissimu- 
lation and treachery. The three guides led them 
into an ambuscade at the mouth of Beaver Creek. 
A volley of balls showered upon them ; eleven 
were killed on the spot, and Calhoun and two 
others alone made their escape.' "I see," writes 
Ecuyer to his colonel, " that the affair is general. 
I tremble for our outposts. I believe, from what I 
hear, that I am surrounded by Indians. I neglect 
nothing to give them a good reception ; and I 
expect to be attacked to-morrow morning. Please 
God I may be. I am passably well prepared. 
Everybody is at work, and I do not sleep ; but I 
tremble lest my messenger should be cut off." 

The intelligence concerning the fate of the 
traders in the Indian villages proved but too 
true. They were slaughtered everywhere, without 
mercy, and often under circumstances of the foulest 
barbarity. A boy named M'Cullough, captured 
dui-ing the French war, and at this time a prisoner 
among the Indians, relates, in his published narra- 
tive, that be, with a party of Indian children, went 
it, one evening, to gaze with awe and wonder at 

' Copg ofintdligenct lirougSt to Fart Pitt bi/ Mr. Calhoun, MS. 
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O FRONTIER FORTS AND SETTLEMENTS, (1783, M it. 

the body of a trader, which lay by the side of the 
path, mangled with tomahawks, and stuck full ot 
arrows.' It was stated in the journals of the day, 
that more than a hundred traders fell victims, and 
that the propertj' taken from them, or seized at 
the capture of the interior posts, amounted to an 
incredible sum.' 

* M'Cldloagh givea the followiog account of the murder of another ol 
the traders named Green : — 

"About BUnriee, Miwoughaheae (an Indian, raj udopleJ broliier'i 
nephew, known by the name of Ben Dickson, among the while people), 
came to our houae ; he bad a pistol and a large scalping knife, tancealed 
under bis blanket, belted round his body. He informed Kt'iim^hatend ((br 
that waa my adopted brother's name), that he came to kill Tom Green; 
but Keiloohhnlend endeavoured to pereu;ide him off it. Tliey walked out 
together, and Green followed them, endeaToaring, as I euppnee, to dis- 
cover the cause of the alarm the night before ; in a sticirt time they 
relumed to the house, and immedialely went out again. Green asked 
me to bring liim his horse, as we lieard tlie bell a short distance tiS; he 
tlien went after the Indians again, and T went for the horse. As I was 
returning, I observed them coming out of a house about two hundred 
yarda from oars; Kelloohlialend was foremost. Green in the middle; I 
took but tiig\n notice of them, until I hearil the report of a pistol ; I caal 
my eyes toivards them, and observed the smoke, and saw Green standing 
on the side of the path, with bis hands across his breast ; I thought it had 
been him that shot ; he stood a fenr minutes, then fell on his face across 
the path. I instantly got off the horee, and held him by the hridle, — 
KetiooMalend sunk his pipe tomahawk into his skull ; Muisonghwhete 
•tabbed him under the arm{rit with his scalping-knife ; he liod shot hira 
between the shoulders with his pistol. The squaws gathered about him 
and stripped him naked, trailed him down the bank, and plunged him 
Into the creek ; there was a freshet in the creek at the time, which carried 
him off. Mnstoughivhfsf then came to me ( where I was holding the horse, 
as I hod not moved from the spot where I was when Green was shot), 
with the bloody knife in his hand ; he told me that he was coming to kill 
me next ; he reached out his hand and took hold of the bridle, telling me 
that that was his horse ; I was glad to pariey with him on the terms, and 
delivered the horse to him. All the Indians in the town immediately 
collected together, and started off to the Salt Licks, where the iiat of the 
traders were, and murdered the whole of them, and divided their goods 
amongst them, and likewise their hDrsea." 

3 Gent. Stag. XXXIII. 413. The loss is here stated at the greatly 
eitaggerated amount of £500,000. 
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The Moravian Loskiel relates that in the Tillages 
of the Huroas or Wyandofs, meaning probably 
those of Sandusky, the traders were so numerous 
that the Indians were afraid to attack them openly, 
and had recourse to the following stratagem : They 
told their unsuspecting victims that the surrounding 
tribes had risen in arras, and were soon coming that 
way, bent on killing every Englishman they could 
find. The Wyandots averred that they would 
gladly protect their friends, the white men ; hut 
that it would be impossible to do so, unless the 
latter would consent, for the sake of appearances, 
to become their prisoners. In this case, they said, 
the hostile Indians would refrain from injuring 
them, and they should be set at liberty as soon 
as the danger was past. The traders fell into the 
snare. They gave up their arms, and, the better 
to carry out the deception, even consented to be 
hound ; but no sooner was this accomplished, than 
their treacherous counsellors murdered them all in 
rold blood.' 

A curious incident, relating to this period, is 
given by the missionaiy Heckewelder. Strange 
as the story may appear, it is in strict accordance 
with Indian character and usage, and perhaps need 
not be rejected as wholly void of truth. The name 
of the person, to whom it relates, several times 
occurs in the manuscript jouroals and correspond- 
ence of officers in the Indian country. A trader 
named Chapman was made prisoner by the Indiana 
near Detroit. For some time, he was protected by 

> Loskiel, 99. 
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■ the humane interference of a Frenchman; but at 
length his captors resolved to bum him ahve. He 
was tied to the stake, and the fire was kindled. As 
the heat grew intolerable, one of the Indians 
handed to him a bowl filled with broth. The 
wretched man, scorching with fiery thirst, eagerly 
snatched the vessel, and applied it to his hps ; but 
the liquid was purposely made scalding hot. With 
fl sudden burst of rage, be flung back the bowl and 
its contents into the face of the Indian. " He is 
mad I he is mad ! " shouted the crowd ; and though, 
the moment before, they had been keenly antici- 
pating the delight of seeing him burn, they hastily 
put out the fire, released him from the stake, 
and set him at liberty.' Such is the superstitious 
respect which the Indians entertain for every form 
of insanity. 

While the alarming incidents just mentioned 
were occurring at Fort Pitt, the garrison of Fort 
Ligonier received yet more unequivocal tokens of 
hostility ; for one morning a volley of bullets was 
sent among them, with no other effect, however, 
than killing a few horses. In the vicinity of Fort 
Bedford, several men were killed ; on which the 
inhabitants were mustered and organized, and the 
garrison kept constantly on the alert A few of 
the best woodsmen were formed into a company, 
dressed and painted like Indians. A party of the 
enemy suddenly appeared, whooping and brandish- 
ing their tomahawks, at the skirts of the forest; 
on which these counterfeit savages dashed upon 

> Eeckewelder, Sui. Ind. Nia. 260. 
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them at full gallop, routing them in an instaot, and 
driving them far through the woods.' 

At Fort Pitt every preparation was made for au 
attack. The houses and cabins outside the rampart 
were levelled to the ground, and every morning, at 
an hour befpre dawn, the drum beat, and the troops 
were ordered to their alarm posts.* The garrison 
consisted of three hundred and thirty soldiers, 
traders, and backwoodsmen ; and there were also 
in the fort about one hundred women, and a still 
greater number of children, most of them belong- 
ing to the families of settlers who were preparing 
to build their cabins in the neighborhood.* " We 
ai-e so crowded in the fort," writes Ecuyer to Colonel 
Bouquet, " that I fear disease ; for, in spite of every 
care, I cannot keep the place as clean as I should 
like. Besides, the smaU-pox is among us ; and I 
have therefore caused a hospital to be built under 
the drawbridge, out of range of mnsket-shot. . . 
I am determined to hold my post, spare my men, 

1 Fmaiylraiua GazeUe, No. 1799. 1 shall frequently refer to tlie col- 
omiu of tliig journal, which ore Qlled wUb letleiB, and extracta ttota 
letters, written at difierent parts of tlie frontier, and containing very mt- 
□ute sod authentic details of the events wliich daily occurred. 

I Extract from A Letter — Fort Pitt, June 16, 1763 (Poui. Gia. No. 
1801). 

" We haie Ahirnw from, and Skirmishes with, the Indians erory 
Day ; but they hare done us litUe Harm as yet. YeaCerday I was out 
with a Party of Men, when we were ilred upon, and one of the Seiieanta 
was killed ; bat we beat off the Indiane, and brought the Man in with hi* 
Scalp OD. Last Night the BuUouk Quard was fired upon, when one Cow 
was lulled. We are obliged to be on Duty Night and Day. The Indiana 
bare cut off ahoTe 100 of our Traders in t)ie Woods, besides all our liltie 
Posts. We have Plenty of Provisions ; and Ibe Fort is in such a good 
Posture of Defence, that, with God's A^sislance, we can defend it against 
1000 Indians." 

* MS. Letter— fci^Er to Bouquet, June 6. Ibid. June 23. 
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and never expose them without necessity. This, I 
think, is what you require of me." ' The desultory 
outi'ages with which the war began, and which 
only seiTed to put the garrison on their guard, 
prove that among the neighboring Indians there 
was no chief of sufficient power to curb their way- 
ward temper, and force them to conform to any 
preconcerted plan. The authors of the mischief 
were unruly young warriors, fevered with eagerness 
to win the first scalp, and setting at defiance the 
authority of their elders. These petty annoyances, 
far from abating, continued for many successive 
days, and kept the garrison in a state of restless 
alarm. It was dangerous to venture outside the 
walls, and a few who attempted it were shot and 
scalped by lui'king Indians, " They have the im- 
pudence," writes an officer, " to fire all night at 
our sentinels ; " nor were these attacks confined to 
the night, for even during the day no man willingly 
exposed his head above the rampart. The sur- 
rounding woods were known to be full of prowling 
Indians, whose number seemed daily increasing, 
though as yet they had made no attempt at a gen- 
eral attack. At length, on the afternoon of the 
twenty-second of June, a party of them appeared 
at the farthest extremity of the cleared lands be- 
hind the fort, driving off the horses which were 
grazing there, and killing the cattle. No sooner 
was 'this accomplished than a general fire was 
opened upon the fort from every side at once, 
thoagh at so great a distance that only two mett 

> MS. L«tt«r — £cuyerto6aujuef, Juna tQ (Translation). 
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were killed. The garrison replied by a discharge 
of howitzers, the shells of which, bursting in the 
midst of the Indians, greatly amazed and discoa- 
certed them. As it grew dark, their fire slackened, 
though, throughout the night, the flash of guns 
was seen at frequent iutervals, followed by the 
whooping of the invisible assailants. 

At nine o'clock on the following morning, several 
Indians approached the fort with the utmost con- 
fidence, and took their stand at the outer edge of 
the ditch, where one of them, a Delaware, named 
the Turtle's Heart, addressed the garrison as fol- 
lows ; — 

" My Brothers, we that stand here are your 
friends ; but we have bad news to tell you. Six 
great nations of Indians have taken up the hatchet, 
and cut off all the English garrisons, excepting 
yours. They are now on their way to destroy you 
also. 

" My Brothers, we are your friends, and we wish 
to save your lives. What we desire you to do is 
this ; You must leave this fort, with all your women 
and children, and go down to the English settle- 
ments, where you ^vill be safe. There are many 
bad Indians already here ; but we wiU protect you 
from them. You must go at once, because if you 
wait till the six great nations arrive here, you will 
all be kUled, and we can do nothing to protect 
you." 

To this proposal, by which the Indians hoped to 
gain a safe and easy possession of the fort, Captain 
"Ecuyer made the following reply. The vein of 
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htimor perceptible in it may serve to indicate that 
he was under no great apprehension for the safety 
of his garrison : — 

" My Brothers, we are very grateful for your 
kindness, though we are convinced that you must 
be mistaken in what you have told us about the 
forts being captured. As for ourselves, we have 
plenty of provisions, and are able to keep the foit 
against all the nations of Indians that may dare to 
attack it. We are very well off in this place, and 
we mean to stay here. 

"My Brothers, as you have shown yourselves 
such true friends, we feel bound in gratitude to 
inform you that an army of six thousand English 
will shortly arrive here, and that another army ot 
three thousand is gone up the lakes, to punish the 
Ottawas and Ojibwas, A third has gone to the 
frontiers of Virginia, where they will be joined by 
your enemies, the Cherokees and Catawbas, who are 
coming here to destroy you. Therefore take pity 
on your women and children, and get out of the 
way as soon as possible. We have told you this 
in confidence, out of our great solicitude lest any 
of you should be hurt ; and we hope that you will 
not tell the other Indians, lest they should escape 
from our vengeance."' 

This politic invention of tbe three armies had 
an excellent effect, and so startled the Indians, that, 
on the next day, most of them withdrew from the 
neighborhood, and went to meet a great body of 

1 MS. Beport of Alexander M'Ket, depiOg agent fir Indian affain at Ftn 
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warriors, who were advancing from the westward 
to attack the fort. On the afternoon of the twen- 
ty-sixth, a soldier named Gray, belonging to the 
garrison of Presqu' Isle, came in with the report 
that, more than a week before, that little post had 
been furiously attacked by upwards of two hundred 
Indians from Detroit, that they had assailed it for 
three days, repeatedly setting it on fire, and had 
at length undermined it bo completely, that the 
garrison was forced to capitulate, on condition of 
being allowed to retire in safety to Fort Pitt. No 
sooner, however, had they left their shelter, than 
the Indians fell upon them, and, as Gray declared, 
butchered them all, except himself and one other 
man, who darted into the woods, and escaped amid 
the confusion, hearing behind them, as they fled, 
the screams of their murdered comrades. This 
account proved erroneous, as the garrison were 
carried by their captors in safety to Detroit. Some 
time after this event, Captain Dalzell's detachment, 
on their way to Detroit, stopped at the place, and 
found, close to the ruined fort, the hair of several 
of the men, which had been shorn off, as a prelim- 
inary step in the process of painting and bedecking 
them like Indian warriors. From this it appears 
that some of the unfortunate soldiers were adopted 
on the spot into the tribes of their conquerors. In 
a previous chapter, a detailed account has been 
given of the defence of Presqu' Isle, and its cap- 
ture. 

Gray informed Captain Ecuyer that, a few days 
before the attack on the garrison, tbey had s^en a 
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Bchoouer on the lake, approaching from the west- 
ward. She had sent a boat to shore with the tid- 
ings that Detroit had been beleaguered, for more 
tlian 8ix weeks, by many hundred Indians, and that 
a detachment of ninety-six men had been attacked 
near that place, of whom only about thirty had 
escaped, the rest being either killed on the spot 
or put to death by slow toiliure. The panic-sti'icken 
■ soldier, in his flight from Presqn' Isle, had passed 
the spots where lately had stood the little forts of 
Le Bojuf and Venango. Both were burnt to the 
ground, and he surmised that the whole of their 
wretched garrisons had fallen victims.^ The dis- 
aster proved less fatal than his fears led him to 
suspect ; for, on the same day on which he arrived. 
Ensign Price, the officer commanding at Le Bceuf, 
was seen approaching along the bank of the Alle- 
ghany, followed by seven haggard and half-fam- 
ished soldiers." He and his men told the following 
story : — 

1 MS. Letler — Ean/er to Boaqatl, Jnoe 26. 

» Extract from a Letter — Fort Piu, June 26 (Ptwt. Got. No. 180a). 

" Tbis Morning, Ensign Price, of the Royal AmericanB, with Part of 
his Garrison, arriveil here, being sepamted from tlia rest in the night. — 
The Znemy attacked iiis Post, sod bcC it on Fire, and trliile Ihej wulched 
the Door of the Houee, he got out on the other side, and the Indiana 
continued Qring a long Time afterwards, iiaagining that the Garrisoi 
was in it, and that they were consumed with the House. — He touched al 
Venango, found the Eort burnt to the Grooud, and saw one of o«ir Ex 
presses lying killed on the Road. 

" Four o'clock in the Atlemoon. Just now came in one o( the Soldiers 
fhim Pregque Isle, who Bays, Mr. Christie fought two D^^ ; that the 
Enemy Fifty times set Fire to the Blockhouse, but that they aa oftea 
put it out: That they then undermined the Hoase, and wu ready to 
blow it up, when they offered Mr. Christie Terms, who kccepted tbem, 
tiz.. That he, and Iu3 Garriton, was to be conducted to thia Place. — The 
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The available defences of Fort Le Bcenf con- 
sisted, at the time, of a single ill-constructed block- 
house, occupied by the ensign, with two corporals 
and eleven privates. They had only about twenty 
rounds of ammunition each ; and the powder, more- 
over, was in a damaged condition. At nine or ten 
o'clock, on the morning of the eighteenth of June, 
a soldier told Price that he saw Indians approach- 
ing from the direction of Presqu' Isle. Price ran 
to the door, and, looking out, saw one of his men, 
apparently much frightened, shaking hands with 
five Indians. He held open the door till the man 
had entered, the five Indians following close, after 
having, in obedience to a sign from Price, left their 
weapons behind. They declared that they were 
going to fight the Cherokees, and begged for pow- 
der and ball. This being refused, they asked leave 
to sleep on the ground before the blockhouse. 
Price assented, on which one of them went off, but 
very soon returned with thirty more, who crowded 
before the window of the blockhouse, and begged 
for a kettle to cook their food. Price tried to give 
them one through the window, but the aperture 
proved too narrow, and they grew clamorous that 
he should open the door again. This he refused. 

Soldier also esji, he ■□Bpected they iDtended to put them all to Death ; 
and that on hearing a Womaa scream out, he mppwed thej vere mur- 
dering her; upon which he and another Soldier came immediately otT, 
bnt knovB nothing of the rest : That the Vesael fh>m Niagtin naa in 
Sight, hut belierea she hod do Proviaiong, as the Indian* told them thej 
had cut oST Little Niagara, and destroyed SOOBarreli: And that he think*, 
by what he aaw, Venaago had capitulated." 

The soldier here Bpokeu of vas no doubt Qray, who was mentioned 
aboTe, though hia story is somewhat diObrently girea fn the letter of 
Captain Ecuyer, jut died. 

TOL. It. 2 
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They then went to a neighboring storehouse, pulled 
out some of the foundation stones, and got into the 
cellar ; whence, by knocking away one or two planks 
immediately above the sill of the building, they 
could fire on the garrison in perfect safety, being 
below the range of shot from the loopholes of the 
blockhouse, which was not ten yards distant. Here 
they remained some hours, making their prepara^ 
tions, while the garrison waited in suspense, cooped 
up in their wooden citadel. Towards evening, they 
opened fire, and shot such a number of burning 
arrows against the side and roof of the blockhouse, 
that three several times it was in flames. But the 
men worked desperately, and each time the fire was 
extinguished. A fourth time the alann was given ; 
and now the men on the roof came down in de- 
spair, crying out that they could not extinguish it, 
and calling on their oflUcer for God's sake to let 
them leave the building, or they should all be burnt 
ajive. Price behaved with great spirit. " We 
must fight as long as we can, and then die to- 
gether," was his answer to the entreaties of his 
disheartened men.' But he could not revive their 
Ji-ooping courage, and meanwhile the fire spread 
beyond all hope of mastering it. They implored 
him to let them go, and at length the brave young 
officer told them to save themselves if they could. 
It was time, for they were suffocating in their burn- 
ing prison. There was a narrow window in the 
back of the blockhouse, through which, with the 

■ Baord of Court of Inqiilrg, Evidence of CorjanA Faker. The itaW- 
ment is supported by all tbe rest of the men exnmmed 
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help of axes, they alt got out ; and, favored by the 
darkness, — for night had closed in, — escaped to 
the neighboring pine-swamp, while the Indians, to 
make assurance doubly sure, were still showering 
fire-arrows against the front of the blazing build- 
ing. As the fugitives groped their way, in pitchy 
darkness, through the tangled intricacies of the 
swamp, they saw the sky behind them lurid with 
flames, and heard the reports of the Indians' guns, 
as these painted demons were leaping and yelling 
in front of the flaming blockhouse, firing into 
the loopholes, and exulting in the thought that 
their enemies were suffering the agonies of death 
within. 

Presqu' Isle was but fifteen miles distant ; but, 
from the direction in which his assailants had come, 
Price rightly judged that it had been captured, and 
therefore resolved to make his way, if possible, 
to Venango, and reinforce Lieutenant Gordon, who 
commanded there. A soldier named John Dortin- 
ger, who had been sixteen months at Le Bceuf, 
thought that he could guide the patty, but lost the 
way in the darkness ; so -that, after struggling all 
night through swamps and forests, they found them- 
selves at daybreak only two miles from their point 
of departure. Just before dawn, several of the 
men became separated from the rest. Price and 
those with him waited for some time, whistling, 
coughing, and making such other signals as they 
dared, to attract their attention, but without suc- 
cess, and they were forced to proceed without them. 
Their only provisions were three biscuits to a man. 
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They pushed on all day, and reached Venango 
at one o'clock of the following night. Nothing 
remained but piles of smoulderiDg embers, among 
■which lay the half-burned bodies of its hapless 
garrison. They now continued their journey down 
the Alleghany. On the third night their last bis- 
cuit was consumed, and they were half dead with 
hunger and exhaustion before tli'^ir eyes were glad- 
dened at length by the friendly walls of Fort Pitt. 
Of those who had straggled from the party, all 
eventually appeared but two, who, spent with 
starvation, had been left behind, and no doubt 
perished.' 

Not a man remained alive to tell the fate of 
Venango. An Indian, who was present at its de- 
struction, long afterwards described the scene to 
Sir William Johnson. A lai^e body of Senecas 
gained entrance under pretence of friendship, then 
closed the gates, fell upon the garrison, and butch 
ered them all except the commanding officer. Lieu- 
tenant Gordon, whom they forced to write, from 
their dictation, a statement of the grievances which 
had driven them to arms, and then tortured over a 
slow fire for several successive nights, till he expired. 

1 On t1ie 27th of Jane, Price wrote to Colonel Boaqnet fhtm Port Pitt 
■anouncini; his escape ; and agaia on the 2St1i, giving an account of the 
af^r. Bulh lettera are before me ; but the moat aatis&ctory eviilence it 
ftmished by the record of the court of inquiry held at Fort Pitt on the 
12ch of September, to aicerlain the circumstancea of the loss of Presqu' 
bleandLe Bieuf. This embraces the testimony of most of the sarvivora; 
nsmely. Ensign George Price, Corporals Jacob Fisher and John Nash, 
u)d privates John Dogood, John Nigley, John Dortinger, and Uriah 
Trunt. All the men bear witness to the resolution of their ofBcer. One 
of them declared that it was with the utmost difBcolty that they could 
ponuode bim to leave the blockhouse with tbem. 
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This done, tbey burned the place to the ground, 
and departed.' 

While Le Boeuf and Venango were thus assailed, 
Fort Ligonier was also attacked by a large body of 
Indians, who fired upon it with great fury and per 
tinacity, but were beaten off after a hard day'B 
fighting. Fort Augusta, on the Susquehanna, was 
at the same time menaced ; but the garrison being 
strengthened by a timely i-e-enforcement, the Indi- 
ans abandoned their purpose. Carlisle, Bedford, 
and the small intermediate posts, all experienced 
some effects of savage hostility ; " while among the 
settlers, whose houses were scattered throughout 
the adjacent valleys, outrages were perpetrated, 

1 MS. Johnson Papen. Not umny jeara ^nce, some traces of Fort 
Veoengo nere yet visible. The following deBcripUoa of Ihem ia from the 
Eiitorical ColUctiora of Pennsylvania: — 

" lia ruiaa plainly indicate its deatruction by fire. Burnt stone, melted 
glaas and iron, leave no doubt of tliia. All through the groundworks una 
to be tuund great quantities of mouldering bones. Amongst the ruins, 
knives, gmi-barrela, locks, and musket-balla have been frequently found, 
■nd still continue to be tbimd. About the centra of the area are seen the 
mins of ths mag^lne, in which, with what truth I cannot vouch, ia aaid 
to be a well. The same tradition also adds, ' And in that well there is a 
cannon ; ' but no examination has been made for it." 

> ExOaclfroma'LettBr— Fort Bedford, June ZO, HQZ {Pout. Gib. Vo. 
161.-2). 

" This Morning a Party of the Enemy attacked fifteen Persons, who ' 
were mowing in Mr. Croghan's Field, within a Mile of the Garriaon ; 
and News ia brought in of two MeD being killed. — Eight o'clock. Two 
Men are brought in, alive, tomahawked and scalped more than Half the 
Head over — Our Parade juet now presents a Scene of bloody and savage 
Cruelly ; three Men, two of which are in the Bloom of Life, the other an 
old man, lying scalped (two of them etill aUve) thereon; Any thing 
feigned in the most fobuloua Bomance. cannot parallel the horrid Sight 
now before me i the Gashes the poor People bear are most terrifying. — 
Ten o'clock. They are just expired — One of them, after being toma- 
hawked and scalped, ran a tittle way, and got on a Loti in Mr. Croghan's 
Bouse, where hs lay till found by a Party of the Garritoo." 
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and sufferings endured, which defy all attempt at 
description. 

At Fort Pitt, every preparation was made to repel 
the attack which was hourly expected. A part of 
the rampart, undermined by the spring floods, had 
fallen into the ditch ; but, by dint of great labor, 
this injury was repaired. A line of palisades was 
erected along the ramparts ; the barracks were made 
shot-proof, to protect the women and children ; and, 
as the interior buildings were all of wood, a rude 
fire-engine was constructed, to extinguish any flames 
which might be kindled by the burning arrows of 
the Indians. Several weeks, however, elapsed 
without any determined attack, from the enemy, 
who were engaged in their bloody work among the 
settlements and smaller posts. From the beginning 
of July until towards its close, nothing occurred 
except a series of petty and futile attacks, by which 
the Indians abundantly exhibited their malicious 
intentions, without doing harm to the garrison. 
During the whole of this time, the communication 
with the settlements was completely cut off', so that 
no letters were written from the fort, or, at all 
events, none reached their destiuation ; and we are 
therefore left to depend upon a few meagre official 
reports, as our only sources of information. 

On the twenty-sixth of July, a small party of 
Indians was seen approaching the gate, displaying 
a flag, which one of them had some time before 
received as a present from the English commander 
On the strength of this token, they were admitted, 
and proved to be chiefs of distinction ; among 
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whom were Shingas, Turtle's Heart, and others, 
who had hitherto maintaiaed an appearance of 
fiiendship. Being admitted to a council, one of 
them addressed Captain Ecuyer and his officers 
to the following effect : — 

" Brothers, what we are about to say comes from 
our hearts, and not from our lips. 

" Brothers, we wish to hold fast the chain ot 
friendship — that ancient chain which our fore- 
fathere held with their brethren the English. You 
have let your end of the chain fall to the ground, 
but ours is still fast within our hands. Why do 
you complain that our young men have fired at 
yoor soldiers, and killed your cattle and your 
horses ? You youraelves are the cause of this. 
You marched your armies into our country, and 
built forts here, though we told you, again and 
again, that we wished you to remove. My Broth- 
ers, this land is ours, and not yours. 

" My Brothers, two days ago we received a great 
belt of wampum from the Ottawas of Detroit, and 
the message they sent us was in these words : — 

" ' Grandfathers the Delawares, by this belt we 
inform you that in a short time we intend to pass, 
in a very gi'eat body, through your country, on oui 
way to strike the English at the forks of the Ohio. 
Grandfathers, you know us to be a headstrong 
people. We are determined to atop at nothing ; 
aud as we expect to he very hungry, we will seize 
and eat up every thing that comes in our way.' ' 

"Brothers, you have heard the words of the 



1 This U & common Indian metaphor. 
iiieir phraee. to eat him. 
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Ottawas. If you leave thia place immediately, and 
go home to your wives and children, no harm will 
come of it ; but if you 8tay, you must blame your- 
selves alone for what may happen. Therefore we 
desire you to remove." 

To the not wholly unreasonable statement of 
wrongs contained in this speech. Captain Ecuyer 
replied, by urging the shallow pretence that the 
forts were built foi the purpose of supplying the 
Indians with clothes and ammunition. He then 
absolutely refused to leave the place. " I have," 
he said, " wari'iors, provisions, and ammunition, to 
defend it three years against all the Indians in the 
woods ; and we shall never abandon it as long as 
a white man lives in America. I despise the Otta- 
was, and am very much surprised at our brothers 
the Delawares, for proposing to us to leave this 
place and go home. This is our home. You have 
attacked us without reason or provocation ; you 
have murdered and plundered our warriors and 
traders; you have taken our horses and cattle; 
and at the same time you tell us your hearts are 
good towards your brethren the English. How 
can I have faith in you? Therefore, now, Broth- 
ers, I will advise you to go home to your towns, 
and take care of your wives and children. More- 
over, I tell you that if any of you appear again 
about this fort, I will throw bombshells, which will 
burst and blow you to atoms, and fire cannon 
among you, loaded with a whole bag full of bul- 
lets. Therefore take care, for I don't want to 
hurt you."' 

1 iSS. Bamt of ConfirtmxmA the Indwu at F<)riPiU,3uij2&. 176$. 
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The chiefs departed, much displeased with their 
reception. Though nobody in his senses could 
blame the course pursued by Captain Ecuyer, and 
though the building of forts in the Indian country 
could not be charged as a crime, escept by the 
most overstrained casuistry, yet we cannot refrain 
from sympathizing with the intolerable hardship 
to which the progress of civilization subjected the 
unfortunate tenants of the wilderness, and which 
goes far to extenuate the perfidy and cruelty that 
marked their conduct throughout the whole course 
of the war. 

Disappointed of gaining a bloodless possession 
of the fort, the Indians now, for the first time, 
began a general attack. On the night succeeding 
the conference, they approached in great numbers, 
under cover of the darkness, and completely sur 
rounded it; many of them crawling under the 
banks of the two rivers, and, with incredible per- 
severance, digging, with their knives, holes in 
which they were completely sheltered from the fire 
of the foit. On one side, the whole bank was 
lined with these burrows, from each of which a 
bullet or an aiTow was shot out whenever a soldier 
clianced to expose his head. At daybreak, a 
general fire was opened from every side, and con- 
tinued without intermission until night, and tlirough 
several succeeding days. No great harm was done, 
however. The soldiers lay close behind theii para- 
pet of logs, watching the movements of their subtle 
enemies, and paying back their shot with interest 
Tne red uniforms of the Koyal Ameiicans mingled 
with the gray homespun of the border rifiemen, or 
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the fringed huntiug-frocke of old Indian %hter8, 
waiy and adroit as the red-skinned warriors them- 
selves. They liked the sport, and were eager to 
Bally from hehind their defences, and bring their 
assailants to close quarters; but Ecuyer was too 
wise to consent. He was among them, as well 
pleased as they, directing, encouraging, and ap- 
plauding them m his broken English. An arrow 
flew over the rampart and wounded him in the leg ; 
but, it seems, with no other result than to extort a 
passing execration. The Indians shot fire-aiTowe, 
too, from their burrows, but not one of them took 
eff'ect The yelling at times was terrific, and the 
women and children in the crowded barracks clung 
to each other in terror ; but there was more noise 
than execution, and the assailants suffered more 
than the assailed. Three or four days after, 
Ecuyer wrote in French to his colonel, " They were 
all well under cover, and so were we. They did 
us no harm : nobody killed ; seven wounded, and I 
myself slightly. Their attack lasted five days and 
five nights. We are certain of having killed and 
wounded twenty of them, without reckoning those 
we could not see. I let nobody fire till he had 
marked his man ; and not an Indian could show his 
nose without being pricked with a bullet, for I have 
some good shots here. . . . Our men are doing 
admirably, regulars and the rest. All that they 
ask is to go out and fight. I am fortunate to have 
the honor of commanding such brave men. I only 
wish the Indians had ventured an assault. They 
would have remembered it to the thousandth geu- 
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eration! ... I forgot to tell you that they threw 
fire-arrows to burn our works, but they could not 
reach the buildings, nor even the rampart. Only 
two arrows came into the fort, one of which had 
the insolence to make free with my left leg." 

This letter was written on the second of August, 
On the day before the Indians had all decamped. 
An event, soon to be described, had put an end to 
the attack, and relieved the tired garrison of their 
presence.* 

1 Extract from a MS. Letter — Co&md Boaqiui to Sir J, Amherit : - 

" Fort ntl, nth Aug. 1T«8. 

" Sir: 

*■ We Arrired here Yesterda.v, wiUiont further OppositiOD than Scat- 
tered Shots along the Road, 

" The DeJawares, Shawneee, Wiandots, 4 Mingoes liad tlosety Besat, 
and Attacked this Fort tVom the 27th July, to the First Inelant, when they 
Quitted it to March afcunst tu. 

" The Boldness of those SftvageB it hardly Credible; they had taken 
Poet under the Banks of Both Rirers, Close to tlie Fort, where Digging 
Holes, tliey kept an Incessant Fire, and threw Fire Arrowe : Tliey are 
good Marksmen, and thongh our People were under Cover, they Killed 
one, & Wounded Beven. — Captain Ecuyer is Wounded in the Leg by an 
AiToiT. — I Woald not Do Justice to tliat Offlcer, should I omit to Inform 
Tour Excellency, that, without Eugineer, or any other Artificers than a 
few Ship Wrights, be has Raised a Parapet of Logs round the Fort, 
abore the Old One, which having not been Finished, was too Low, anil 
Eoflladed ; he has Fraised the Whole ; Palisadoed Che Inside of the Aria, 
Constructed a Fire Bnghie; and in short, has taken all Precautions, 
which Art and Judgntent could suggest for the Preservation of this Poat, 
(feo before on the three sides, whicii bad snflered by the Floods-" 
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CHAPTER XDC 



THE WAR ON THE BOBDER& 

Along the western frontiers of Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, and Virginia, terror reigned supreme. 
The Indian scalpiug-parties were ranging every- 
where, laying waste the Bettlements, destroying the 
harvests, and butchering men, women, and children, 
with ruthless fury. Many hundreds of wretched 
fugitives flocked for refuge to Carlisle and the 
other towns of the border, bringing tales of incon- 
ceivable horror. Strong parties of armed men, who 
went out to reconnoitre the country, found every 
habitation reduced to cinders, and the half-burned 
bodies of the inmates lying among the smouldering 
ruins ; while here and there was seen some miser- 
able wretch, scalped and tomahawked, but still 
alive and conscious. One writing from the midst 
of tliese scenes declares that, in his opinion, a 
thousand families were driven from their homes ; 
that, on both sides of the Susquehanna, the woods 
were filled with fugitives, without shelter and with- 
out food ; and that, unless the havoc were speedily 
checked, the western part of Pennsylvania would 
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be totally deserted, and Lancaster become the fron- 
tier town.* 

While these scenes were enacted on the borders 
of Pennsylvania and the more southern provinces, 
the settlera in the valley of the Mohawk, and even 
along the Hudson, were menaced with destruction. 
Had not the Six Nations been kept tranquil by the 
exertions of Sir William Johnson, the most disas 
trous results must have ensued. The Senecas and 
a few of the Cayugas were the only members of the 
confederacy who took part in the war. Venango, 
as we have seen, was destroyed by a party of 
Senecas, who soon after made a feeble attack upon 
Niagara. They blockaded it for a few days, with 
no other effect than that of confining the garrison 
within the walls, and, soon despairing of success, 
abandoned the attempt. 

In the mean time. Sir Jeffrey Amherst, the Com 
mander-in-chiefj was in a position far from envi- 
able. He had reaped laurels ; but if he hoped to 
enjoy them in peace, he was doomed to disappoint- 
ment. A miserable war was suddenly thrown on 
his hands, barren of honors and fruitful of troubles ; 
and this, too, at a time when he was almost bereft 
of resources. The armies which had conquered 
Canada were, as we have seen, disbanded or sent 
home, and nothing remained but a few fragments 
and skeletons of regiments lately arrived from the 
West Indies, enfeebled by disease and hard ser- 
vio;. In one particular, however, he had reason to 
congratulate himself, — ■ the character of the offi- 
1 Pom. G<a. No. 180S-1800. 
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cers wbo commanded under his orders in Pennsyl- 
vania, Virginia, and Maryland. Colonel Henry 
Bouquet was a Swiss, of the Canton of Beme, who 
had followed the trade of war from boyhood. He 
had served first the King of Sardinia, and after- 
wards the republic of Holland ; and when the 
French war began in 1755, he accepted the com- 
missioa of lieutenant-colonel, in a regiment newly 
organized, under the direction of the Duke of Cum- 
berland, expressly for American service. The 
commissions were to be given to foreigners as well 
ae to Englishmen and provincials ; and the ranks 
were to be filled chiefly from the German emi- 
grants in Pennsylvania and other provinces.' The 
men and officers of this regiment, known aa the 
" Eoyai American," had now, for more than six 

1 " Tfae next object of the immediate atCentlon of Parliament in thu 
msbIod wa^ tlie raiaing of a neir regiment of fbot in North America, for 
wbich purpose the sum of £61,1TS IGi. was voted. Thia regiment, wiiicb 
was to consist of four battalions of 1000 men each, iras intended to M 
ruaed chieflj out of the Germans and Stlss, who, for many year* pait, 
bad annually transported tiiemselyea in great numbers to British plaa- 
tationa in America, where waste londi had been assigned them upon the 
frontiers of tlie provinces ; liut, very injudiciouaiy, no care bad been 
taken to intermix them with the English inhabitants of the place, so that 
very fbw of them, even of those who have been born there, have yet 
learned to spealc or nnderatand the English tongue. However, aa they 
were all zealous Protestants, and ia general strong, hardy men, accus- 
tomed to the climate, it was judged that a regiment of good and ikithful 
(oldiers might be raised out of them, particularly p^per to opposa the 
French ; but to this end it was necessary to appoint some ofScera, eape- 
dally gubaltems, who underatood military discipline and cootd apeak the 
German language ; and as a sufBcient niimlier of such could not be tbund 
among the English officers, it was necessary to bring over and grant com- 
miasions to several German and Swiss officers and engineers. But aa 
this step, by the Act of Settiement, could not be taken without tiie au- 
thority of Parliament, an act was now passed for enabling his Mtuestj to 
grant commissions to a certain number of foreign Protestants, who had 
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years, been engaged in the rough and lonely 
eervice of the frontiers and forests ; and when the 
Indian war broke out, it was chiefly they, who, like 
military hermits, held the detached outposts of the 
West. Bouquet, however, who was at this time 
colonel of the first battalion, had his headquarters 
at Philadelphia, where he was held in great esteem. 
His person was fine, and his bearing composed and 
dignified ; perhaps somewhat austere, for he is said 
to have been more respected than loved by hia 
officera. Nevertheless, their letters to him are 
very far from indicating any want of cordial 
relations. He was fond of the society of men of 
science, and wrote English better than most British 
officers of the time. Here and there, however, a 
passage in his letters suggests the inference, that 
the character of the gallant mercenary was toned 
to his profession, and to the unideal epoch in which 
he lived. Yet he was not the less an excellent 
soldier ; indefatigable, faithful, full of resource, and 
without those arrogant prejudices which had im- 
paired the efficiency of many good British officers, 
in the recent war, and of which Sir Jeffrey 
Amherst was a conspicuous example. He had 
acquired a practical knowledge of Indian war- 
fare ; and it is said that, in the course of the 
hazardous partisan service in which he was often 
engaged, when it was necessary to penetrate dark 

■erred abroad aa offlcera of engineera, to act and rank oa offlcera or 
tngiiieers in America only." — SmoUelt, England, III. 475. 

The Royal American Begjment is now the 60th Itiflea. Its ranlca, at 
dke time of the Pontiac war, were fllled by provindala of Engliah as well 
u of German descent- 
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defiles and naiTow passes, he was sometimes known 
to advance before his men, armed with a rifle, and 
acting the part of a scout.' 

Sir Jeffrey had long and persistently flattered 
himself that the Indian uprising waa bat a tempo- 
rary ebullition, which would soon subside. Bou- 
quet sent him, on the fourth of June, a copy of a 
letter from Captain Ecuyer," at Fort Pitt, reporting 
the disturbances in that quarter. On the next day 
Bouquet wrote again, in a graver strain; and Am- 
herst replied, from New York, on the sixth : " I 
gave immediate orders for completing the light 
infantry companies of the 17th, 42d, and 77th reg- 
iments. They are to assemble without loss of time, 
and to encamp on S taten Island , under Maj or 
Campbell, of the 42d. . . . Although I have 
thought proper to assemble this force, which I 
judge more than sufficient to quell any disturbances 
the whole Indian strength could raise, yet I am 
persuaded the alarm will end in nothing more than 
a rash attempt of what the Senecas have been 
threatening, and which we have heard of for some 
time past. As to their cutting off defenceless fam- 
ilies, or even some of the small posts, it is certainly 
at all times in their power to effect such enter- 
prises. . . . The post of Fort Pitt, or any of the 
others commanded by officers, can certainly never 
be in danger from such a wretched enemy. . . . 

^ There ia a Bketcb of Baaquet'a lifb prefixed to the French traiu- 
Istion of the Account of Bowpitt'i Expedition. See also the reprint in Ota 
first Totume of Claike's " Ohio Valley Historical Series." 

' An extract bora this letter, which la dated Hay 80, i* giren «i 
page 874. 
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1 am only sorry that when such outrages are com- 
mitted, the guilty should escape ; for I am fully 
convinced the only true method of treating the 
savages is to keep them in proper subjection, and 
punish, without exception, the transgressors. . . . 
As I have no sort of dependence on the Assembly 
of Pennsylvania, I have taken such measures as 
ivill fnlly enable me to chastise any nation or tribe 
of Indians that dare to commit hostilities on his 
Majesty's subjects. I only wait to hear from yoii 
what farther steps the savages have taken ; for I 
still think it cannot be any thing general, but the 
rash attempt of that turbulent tribe, the Senecaa, 
who richly deserve a severe chastisement from our 
hands, for their treacherous behavior on many 
occasions." 

On receiving this letter. Bouquet immediately 
wrote to Ecuyer at Fort Pitt: " The General has 
taken the necessary measures to chastise those in- 
famous villains, and defers only to make them feel 
the weight of his resentment till he is better 
informed of their intentions." And hanng thus 
briefly despatched the business in hand, he pro- 
ceeds to touch on the news of the day: "I give 
you joy of the success of our troops at the Manilla, 
where Captain George Ourry hath acquired the two 
best things in this world, glory and money. We 
hear of a great change in the ministry," etc. 
. . . '* P. S. I have lent three pounds to the ex- 
press. Please to stop it for me. The General 
expects that Mr. Croghan will proceed du'ectly to 
Fort Pitt, when he will soon discover the causes. 
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of this sudden rupture and the intentions of these 
rascals." 

Scarcely had Bouquet sent off the express-rider 
with this letter, when another came from Ecuyer 
with worse reports from the west He forwarded it 
to Amherst, who wrote on receiving it : "I find hy 
the intelligence enclosed in your letter that the 
affair of the Indians appears to be more general 
than I had apprehended, although I believe noth- 
ing of what is mentioned regarding the garrison of 
the Detroit being cut off. It is extremely incon- 
venient at this time ; . . . hut I cannot defer send- 
ing you a reinforcement for the communication." 
Accordingly he ordered two companies of the 42d 
and 77th regiments to join Bouquet at Philadelphia. 
" If you think it necessai-y," he adds, " you will 
yourself proceed to Fort Pitt, that you may be the 
better enabled to put in execution the requisite 
orders for securing the communication and reduc- 
ing the Indians to reason." 

Amherst now bestirred himself to put such troops 
as he had into fighting order. The 80th regiment, 
Hopkins's company of Rangers, and a portion of 
the Royal Americans, were disbanded, and the 
men drafted to complete other broken corps. His 
plan was to push forward as many troops as pos- 
sible to Niagara by way of Oswego, and to Presqu' 
Isle by way of Fort Pitt, and thence to send them 
up the lakes to take vengeance on the offending 
tribes. 

Bouquet, recognizing at length the peril of the 
small outlying posts, like Venango and I-e Bfcuf, 
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proposed to abandon them, and concentrate at Fort 
Pitt and Presqu' lale ; a movement which, could it 
have been executed in time, would have saved both 
blood and trouble. But Amherst would not consent. 
" I cannot think," he writes, " of giving them up 
at this time, if we can keep them, as such a step 
would give the Indians room to think themselves 
more formidable than they really are ; and it would 
be much better we never attempted to take posts 
in what they call their country, if, upon every alarm, 
we abandon them. ... It remains at present for 
us to take every precaution we can, by which we 
may put a stop, as soon as possible, to their com 
mitting any farther mischief, and to bring them to 
a proper subjecUon ; for, without that, I never do 
expect that they will be quiet and orderly, as every 
act of kindness and generosity to those barbarians 
is looked upon as proceeding from our fears." 

Bouquet next writes to report that, with the 
help of the two companies sent him, he has taktia 
steps which he hopes will secure the communica 
tion to Fort Pitt and allay the fears of the country 
people, who are deserting their homes in a panic, 
though the enemy baa not yet appeared east of the 
mountains. A few days later, on the twenty-third 
of June, Amherst writes, boiling with indignation. 
He had heard from Gladwyn of the investment of 
Detroit, and the murder of Sir Robert Davers 
and Lieutenant Robertson. " The villains after 
this," he says, " had the assurance to come with a 
Pipe of Peace, desiring admittance into the fort." 
He then commends the conduct of Gladwyn, but 
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pursues: "I only regret that when the chief of 
the Ottawas and the other villains returned with 
the Pipe of Peace, they were not instantly put 
to death} I conclude Major Gladwyn was not 
apprised of the murder of Sir Robert Davers, 
Lieutenant Robertson, etc., at that time, or to 
certainly would have revenged their deaths by that 
method; and, indeed, I cannot but wieh that when- 
ever we have any of the savages in our power, 
who have in so treacherous a way committed any 
barbarities on our people, a quick retaliation may 
be made without the least exception or hesitation. 
I am determined," he continues, " to take every 
measure in my power, not only for securing and 
keeping entire possession of the country, but for 
punishing those barbarians who have thus per- 
fidiously massacred his Majesty's subjects. To 
effect this most essential service, I intend to col- 
lect, agreeable to what I wrote you in my last, all 
the force I can at Presqu' Isle and Niagara, that I 
may push them forwards as occasion may require. 
I have therefore ordered the remains of the 42d 
and 77th regiments — the fii"8t consisting of two 
hundred and fourteen men, including officers, and 
the latter of one hundred and thirty-three, officers 
included — to march this evening or early to-morrow 
morning, under the command of Major Campbell 
of the 42d, who has my orders to send an officer 
before to acquaint you of his being on the march, 
and to obey such further directions as he may 
receive from you. . . . You will observe that I 

1 The ttalid and ca^talt an Sir S^Sbvft. 
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have now forwarded from hence every man Ihat 
was here; for the small remams of the 17th regi- 
ment are already on theu: march up the. Mohawk, 
and I have sent such of the 42d and 77th as were not 
able to march, to Albany, to relieve the company 
of the 55th at present there, who are to march 
immediately to Oawego." 

Two day8 after, the twenty-fifth of June, he 
writes again to Bouquet : " All the troops from 
hence that could be collected are sent you ; so that 
should the whole race of Indians take arms against 
us, I can do no more." ' 

On the same day, Bouquet, who was on his way 
to the frontier, wrote to Amherst, from Lancaster : 
" I had this moment the honor of your Escellency's 
letter of the twenty-third instant, with the most 
welcome news of the preservation of the Detroit 
from the infernal treachery of the vilest of brutes. 
I regret sincerely the brave men they have so basely 
massacred, but hope that we shall soon take an 
adequate revenge on the barbarians. The rein- 
forcement you have ordered this way, so consider- 
able by the additional number of officers, will fully 
enable me to crush the little opposition they may 
dure to make along the road, and secure that part 
of the country against all their future attempts, till 
you think proper to order us to act in conjunction 
with the rest of your forces to extirpate that vermin 
from a country they have forfeited, and, with it, all 
claim to the rights of humanity." 

' On tiie 29tb otJulj fbllowing, tbe fragmenta of five more regimena 
arrived from Havana, numbering in all Q82 men and offlcen fit for duty 
— OffiaaiBelvnit. 
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Three days later the express-rider delivered the 
truculent letter, from which the above is taken, to 
Amherst at New York. He replied : " Last night I 
received your letter of the twenty-fifth, the contents 
of which please me very much, — your sentiments 
agreeing exactly with my own regarding the treat- 
ment the savages deserve from us. . . I need only 
add that I wish to hear of no prisoners, should any 
of the villains be met with in arms ; and whoever 
of those who were concerned in the murder of Sir 
Robert Davers, Lieutenant fiobei-tsou, etc., or were 
at the attack of the detachment going to the De- 
troit,' and that may be hereafter taken, shall 
certainly be put to death."* 

Bouquet was now busy on the frontier in prep- 
arations for pushing forward to Fort Pitt with 
the troops sent him. After reaching the fort, 
with his wagon-trains of ammunition and sup- 
plies, he was to proceed to Venango and Le Boeuf, 
reinforce and provision them ; and thence advance 
to Presqu' Isle to wait Amherst's orders for the des- 
patch of his troops westward to Detroit, Michilli- 
mackinac, and the other distant gari-isons, the fate 
of which was still unknown. He was encamped 
near Carlisle when, on the third of July, he heai-d 
what he styles the " fatal account of the loss of our 



• i. «., Cuyler'a di 

* Amherat wrote agun on tlie IGth of Julj: "Mj fonmr orden 
Ibr puttiii|i( such of the Indinns as are or have been in armi againat ni, 
and that fall in our power, to death, remain in full force; as the boibariUei 
they have committed on the late commanding officer at Venango" (Goi^ 
don, whom they roaBted alive during lereral nights) " and his nntbrtnnata 
garrison ftilly prove that no punishment we c&a inflict ii adequate to Ibt 
crimei of thoHc inhuman viUains." 
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posts at Presqu' Isle, Le Boeuf, aud Venango." 
He at once sent the news to Amherst; who, 
though he persisted in his original plan of opera- 
tions, became at length cooviuced of the formidable 
nature of the Indian outbreak, and felt bitterly the 
slendemess of his own resources. His correspond- 
ence, nevertheless, breathes a certain thick-beaded, 
blustering arrogance, worthy of the successor of 
Braddock.^ In bis contempt for the Indians, he 
finds faidt with Captain Ecuyer at Fort Ktt for 
condescending to fire cannon at them, and with 
I^ieutenant Blaae at Fort Ligonier for burning 
some outhouses, under cover of which " so despic- 
able an enemy " were firing at his garrison. This 
despicable enemy had, however, pushed him to such 
etraits that he made, in a postscript to Bouquet, the 
following detestable suggestion : — 

" Could it not be contrived to send the Small 
Pox among those disaffected tribes of Indians 1 
We must on this occasion use every stratagem in 
our power to reduce them." 

(Signed) J. A. 



' The fblloiriiig b *. characteriatic example. He is writing to John- 
■on, 27 Ang. Vtt& : " I shall oaiy any that it Behorei the Whole Race of 
Indians to Beware (for I Fear the best of them have in lome Measure 
l*een privy to, and Concerned in the Late Mischief) of Carrying Matter* 
mucli Gtrther against the English, or Daring to form Conapiracjs ; as the 
Consequence wUl most Certainly occasion Measures to be taken, thai, in 
the End, will put a most El&ctaal Stop lo their Ver; Being." 

Tlie following is his Tiew of the Indians, in a letter to Bouquet, 
7Aug, 1763: — 

" J wish there was not an Indian Settlement within a thousand milw 
of our Country, for they are only St to hve with the Inhabttsnts uf the 
woods : (i.e., vild iau(«), being more allied to the Bnite than tlie Auavut 
Creation" 
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Boaquet replied, also in postscript : — 

" I will try to inoculate the with some 

blankets that may fall in their hands, and take care 
not to get the disease myself. As it is a pity to 
i!Xpose good men against them, I wish we could 
make use of the Spanish method, to hunt them 
with English dogs, supported by rangers and some 
light horse, who would, I think, effectually extir- 
pate or remove that vermin." 

Amherst rejoined : " You will do well to try to 
inoculate the Indians by means of blankets, as well 
as to try every other method that can serve to extir- 
pate this execrable race. I should be veiy glad 
your scheme for hunting them down by dogs could 
take effect, but England is at too great a distance 
to think of that at present. 

(Signed) J. A.' 

t This correapoadence is smoog tlie manoscripls of the Brittsh 
Umeum, Bouquet and Haldintaad Papers, Ho, 21,634. Tlie first postscript 
by Amherst is on a single lesf of foolscap, written at the top of the page, 
mnd nddressed on the back, — 
" On His Majesty's Service. 
" To Colonel Bou^dgt, 

The postscript seems to belong to a letter mitten on the first leaf of 
the foolscap sheet, which is lost or deatrof ed. Ths other postscript b/ 
Amherst has neither indorsement nor address, but that of Bouquet is 
appended to a letter dated Carlisle, 13 July, 176S, and addressed to " His 
Kxuellcncj, Bir Jeffrey Amherst," It appears from a letter of Cnpt. 
Eouyer that the small-pox had lately broken out at Fort Pitt, which 
would hare favored the execution of the plan. We hear nothing more of 
it ; but, in the tbllowing spring, Gershom HicVs, who had been among thu 
Indians, reported at Fort Fitt that the small-pox liad been raging for sODW 
lame among them, and that sixty or eighty Hingoes and Delawarea, 
besides sonie Shawanoes, had died of it. 

The suggestion of using dogs agdnst the Indians did not o'lgiaiite 
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There is no direct evidence that Bouquet car- 
ried into effect the shameful plan of infecting the 
Indians though, a few months after, the small- 
'pox was known to have made havoc among the 
tiibes of the Ohio. Certain it is, that he was 
perfectly capable of dealing with them by other 
means, worthy of a man and a soldier ; and it is 
equally certain, that in relations with civilized men 
he was in a high degree honorable, humane, and 
kmd. 

with Bouqoet. Juet before be wrote, he receiTed a letter from ooe John 
Hughes, dated Lancaster, July 11, in which m elaborate ploo U laid down 
lor couquering the IndLsDS with the help of caidoe altiea. 

The following ib (he gubBtance of the proposal, which is set forth under 
eight distinct heads ; 1st, Each soldier to have a dog, which he is to lead 
on the march b; a strap three teet long. '2d, All the dogs to be held fiiat 
b; the straps, except one or two od each flank and as man}' in advance, 
to discover the enemj in ambnsh. Sd, When jon are fired upon, let 
loose aU the doge, which will rush at the concealed Indians, and force 
them in eelf-deJ^ce to expose themselves and fire at tbeir suailanCs, with 
»o little chance of hitting them, that, in the words of the letter, " if 1000 
Indians ;fired on SOO dogs, there would be at least '200 dogs left, besides 
all the aoldiers' fires, which must put the Indians to flight very soon.' 
4th, If y ou come to a snanip, thicket, or the hke, " only turn loose S or 4 
dogs extraordinary, and you are immediately convinced what you have to 
iear." 6th, " No Indian can well conceal himself in a swamp or thicket 
as a spy, tbr j'. dogs will discover him, and may soon be learnt to destroy 
him too." Gth, " The leading the dogs makes them more fierce, and 
keepa them &om being tired in running after wild beasts or fighting one 
another." Tth, Expatiates on the advantages of having the leading-straps 
short. 8th, "Thegreaterthenumber of dogs,thB more fierce they will be 
by a great deal, and the more terrible to the Indiana ; and i^ when yon 
get to Bedford, a few scouting parties were sent out with dogs, and one oi 
two Indians killed and tlie dogs put at them to tear them to pieces, yon 
voutd eoon see the good efiects of it ; and I could almost venture my lift 
tliet 600 roen with 600 dogs would be much more dreadful to 2000 Indiani 
tiian an army of some thousand of brave men in the regular way. 

"JH UCOHU. 

" COIAHEL BouqoBT." 

Probably there is no man who ever had occasion to fight Indiaiw h 
f ^ woodB who would object to a '"■^ a« an ally. 
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The scenes which daily met hJs eye might well 
have moved him to pity as well as indigaatioD, 
When he reached Carlisle, at the end of June, he 
found every building in the fort, every house, 
bam, and hovel, in the little town, crowded with 
the families of settlers, driven from their homes by 
the terror of the tomahawk. Wives made widows, 
children made orphans, wailed and moaned in ' 
anguish and despair. On the thirteenth of July 
he wrote to Amherst : "The list of the people 
known to be killed increases very fast every hour. 
The desolation of so many families, reduced to the 
last extremity of want and misery ; the despair of 
those who have lost their parents, relations, and 
friends, with the cries of distracted women and 
children, who fill the sti-eets, — form a scene painful 
to humanity, and impossible to describe." ' Eage 
alternated with grief. A Mohican and a Cayuga 
Indian, both well known as friendly and peaceable, 
came with their squaws and children to claim pro- 
tection from the soldiers. " It was with the utmost 
difficulty," pursues Bouquet, " that I could prevail 
with the enraged multitude not to massacre them. 
I don't think them very safe in the gaol. They 
cught to be removed to Philadelphia." 

Bouquet, on his part, was full of anxieties. On 
the road from Carlisle to Fort Pitt was a chain of 
four or five email forts, of which the most advanced 
and the most exposed were Fort Bedford and Fort 

* ThU U the letter in ivbicb he accepts Amhent'a propOBil to infect 
the IndianB. His jiut indignatioii at tbe atrodtiea which had caiued lo 
mnch misery is bia best Bpolagf. 
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Ligonier ; the former commanded by Captain Lewis 
Ourry, and the latter by Lieutenant Archibald 
Blane. These officers kept up a precarious cor- 
respondence with him and each other, by means 
of express-riders, a service dangerous to the last 
degree and soon to become impracticable. It was 
of the utmoBt importance to bold these posts, which 
contained stores and munitions, the capture of 
which by the Indians would have led to the worst 
consequences. Ourry had no garrison worth the 
name ; but at every Indian alarm the scai-ed inhab- 
itants would desert their farms, and gather for 
Gbelter around his fort, to disperse again when the 
alarm was over. 

On the third of June, he writes to Bouquet: 
" No less than ninety-three families are now come 
in here for refuge, and more hourly arriving. I 
expect ten more before night." He adds that he 
had formed the men into two militia companies. 
" My returns," be pursiies, " amount already to 
a hundred and fifty-five men. My regulars are 
increased by expresses, etc., to three corporals and 
nine privates ; no despicable garrison ! " 

On the seventh, he sent another letter, . , . " As 
to myself, I find I can bear a good deal. Since the 
alarm I never lie down till about twelve, and am 
walking about the fort between two and three in 
the morning, turning out the guards and sending 
out patrols, before I suffer the gates to remain 
open, . . , My greatest difficulty is to keep my 
militia from straggling by twos and threes to their 
dear plantations, thereby exposing themeelvos to 
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be scalped, and ■weakening my garrison by such 
numbers absenting themselves. They are still in 
good spirits, but they don't know all the bad news. 
I shall use all means to prevail on them to stay till 
some troops come up. I long to see my Indian 
scouts come in with intelligence ; but I long moie 
to hear the Grenadiers' March, and see some more 
red-coats." 

Ten days later, the face of affairs had changed. 
*'I am now, as I foresaw, entirely deserted by the 
country people. No accident having happened 
here, they have gradually left me to return to their 
plantations ; so that my whole force is reduced to 
twelve Royal Americans to guard the fort, and seven 
Indian prisoners. I should be very glad to see 
some troops come to my assistance. A fort with 
five bastions cannot be guarded, much less defended, 
by a dozen men ; but I hope God will protect us." 

On the nest day, he writes again : " This 
moment I return from the parade. Some scalps 
taken up Dening's Creek yesterday, and to-day some 
families murdered and houses burnt, have restored 
me my militia. . , . Two or three other families 
are missing, and the houses are seen in flames. 
The people are all flocking in again." 

Two days afterwards, he says that, while the 
countrymen were at drill on the parade, three 
Indians attempted to seize two little girls, close to 
the fort, but were driven off by a volley. " This," 
he pursues, " has added greatly to the panic of the 
people. With difficulty I can restrain them from 
murdering the Indian prisoners." And he con- 
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eludes : " I can't help thinking that the enemy will 
collect, after cutting off the little posts oue after 
another, leaving Fort Pitt as too tough a morsel, 
and bend their whole force upon the frontiers." 

On the second of July, he describes an attack 
by about twenty Indians on a party of mowers, 
several of whom were killed. "This accident," 
he says, " has thrown the people into a great con- 
sternation, hnt such is their stujiidity that they will 
do nothing right for their own preservation," 

It was on the next day that he sent a mounted 
soldier to Bouquet with news of the loss of Preaqu' 
Isle and its sister posts, which Blane, who had 
received it from Fort Pitt, had contrived to send 
him ; though he himself, in his feeble little fort of 
Ligonier, buried in a sea of forests, hardly dared 
hope to maintain himself. Bouquet was greatly 
moved at the tidings, and his vexation betrayed 
him into injustice towards the defender of Presqu' 
Isle. " Humanity makes me hope that Christie is 
dead, as his scandalous capitulation, for a post of 
that consequence and so impregnable to savages, 
deserves the most severe punishment."' He is 
equally vehement in regard to Blane, who appears 
to have intimated, in writing to Ourry, that he had 
himself had thoughts of capitulating, like Christie. 
" I shivered when you hinted to me Lieutenant 
Bl — 's intentions. Death and infamy would have 

* The blockhoiue at Fresqii' lale had been built under the direction 
of Bouquet. Being of irood, it wu not fire-proof; and be urged upon 
Amherat that it should be re-boilt of brick with a date roo^ thai makinR 
it alMolDtely proof against Indian!. 
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been the reward he would expect, instead of the 
honor he has obtained by his prudence, courage, 
and resolution. . . . This is a most trying time. 
. . . You may be sure that all the expedition 
possible will be used for the relief of the few 
remaining posts."* 

As for Blane, the following extracts from his let- 
ters will show his position ; though, when his affairs 
were at the worstj^nothing was heard from him, aa 
all his messengers were killed. On the fourth of 
June, he writes : " Thursday last my garrison was 
attacked by a body of Indians, about five in the 
morning ; but as they only fired upon us from the 
skirts of the woods, I contented myself with giving 
them three cheers, without spending a single shot 
upon them. But as they still continued their 
popping upon the aide nest the town, I sent the 
sergeant of the Royal Americans, with a proper 
detachment, to fire the houses, which effectually 
disappointed them in their plan." 

On the seventeenth, he writes to Bouquet : " I 
hope soon to see yourself, and live in daOy hopes 
of a reinforcement. . . . Sunday last, a man strag 
gling out was killed by the Indians ; and Monday 

night three of them got under the n house, but 

were discovered. The darkness, secured them their 
retreat. ... I believe the communication between 
Fort Pitt and this is entirely cut off, having heard 
nothing from them since the thirtieth of May, 

1 Bouquet ha^ the strongest reuons for nighing that Fort Ligonler 
■houlJ liold ont. As the event showed, its capture would probablj hare 
cntaile<I the defeat and destruction of bis entire commaad. 
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though two expresses have gone from Bedford by 
this post." 

On the twenty-eighth, he explains that he haa 
not been able to report for some time, the road 
having been completely closed by the enemy. " Oa 
the twenty-first," he continues, " the Indians made 
a second attempt in a very serious manner, for neai 
two hours, but with the like success as the first. 
They began with attempting to cut off the retreat 
of a small party of fifteen men, who, fiom their 
impatience to come at four Indians who showed 
themselves, in a great measure forced me to let 
them out. In the evening, I think above a hun- 
dred lay in ambush by the side of the creek, about 
four hundred yards from the fort ; and, just as the 
party was returning pretty near where they lay, 
they rushed out, when they undoubtedly must have 
succeeded, had it not been for a deep morass which 
intei-vened. Immediately after, they began their 
attack ; and I dare say they fired upwards of one 
thousand shot. Nobody received any damage. So 
far, my good fortune in dangers still attends me." 

And here one cannot but give a moment's thought 
to those whose desperate duty it was to be the bear- 
ers of this correspondence of the officers of the forest 
outposts with their commander. They were usually 
soldiers, sometimes backwoodsmen, and occasionally 
a friendly Indian, who, disguising his attachment to 
the whites, could pass when others would infallibly 
have peiished. If white men, they were always 
mounted ; and it may well be supposed that their 
horses did not lag by the way. The profound soli- 
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tude ; the silence, broken only by tbe moan of tbe 
wind, the caw of the crow, or tbe cry of some 
prowling tenant of the waste ; the mystery of the 
verdant labyrinth, which the anxious wayfarer 
strained * his eyes in vain to peneti-ate ; tbe con- 
sciousness that in every thicket, behind every rock 
might lurk a foe more fierce and subtle than tbe 
cougar or the lynx ; and the long hours of dark- 
ness, when, stretched on the cold ground, his 
excited fancy roamed in nightmare visions of a 
horror but too real and imminent, — such was 
tbe experience of many an unfortunate who never 
lived to tell it. If the messenger was an Indian, 
his greatest danger was from those who should 
have been his friends. Friendly Indians were told, 
whenever they approached a fort, to make them- 
selves known by carrying green branches thrust 
into the muzzles of their guns ; and an order was 
issued that tbe token should be respe ted. This 
gave them tolerable security as regarded soldiers, 
but not as regarded the enraged backwoodsmen, 
who would shoot without distinction at any thing 
with a red skin. 

To return to Bouquet, who lay encamped at 
Carlisle, urging on his preparations, but met by 
obstacles at every step. Wagons and horses had 
been promised, but promises were broken, and 
all was vexation and delay. Tbe province ot 
Pennsylvania, from causes to be shown hereafter, 
would do nothing to aid the troops who were 
defending it ; and even the people of the frontier, 
partly from the apathy and confusion of terror, and 
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partly, it seems, from dislike and jealousy of the 
regiilars, were backward and eluggish in co-oper- 
ating with them. *' I hope," writes Bouquet to Sir 
Jeffrey Amherst, " that we shall he ahle to save 
that infatuated people from destruction, notwith 
standing all their endeavors to defeat your vigorous 
measures. I meet everywhere with the same hack- 
wardness, even among the most exposed of the 
inhahitants, which makes every thing move on 
heavily, and is disgusting to the last degree." 
And again ; " I find myself utterly abandoned by 
the very people I am ordered to protect. ... I 
have home very patiently the ill-usage of this 
province, having still hopes that they will do 
something for us ; and therefore have avoided to 
quarrel with them." 

While, vexed and exasperated, Bouquet labored 
at his thankless task, remonstrated with provincial 
officials, or appealed to refractory farmers, the 
terror of the country people increased every day. 
When on Sunday, the third of July, Oorry's express 
rode into Carlisle with the disastrous news from 
Presqu' Isle and the other outposts, he stopped 
for a moment in the village street to water his 
horse. A crowd of countrymen were instantly 
about him, besieging him with questions. He told 
his ill-omened story ; and added as, reinounting, he 
rode towards Bouquet's tent, " The Indians will 
be here soon." All was now excitement and con- 
sternation. Messengers hastened out to spread the 
tidings ; and every road and pathway leading into 
Carlisle was beset with the flying settlers, flocking 
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thither for refuge. Soon rumors were heard that 
the Indians were come. Some of the fugitives had 
seen the smoke of burning houses rising from 
the vaUeys ; and these reports were fearfully con- 
firmed by the appearance of miserable wretches, 
who, half frantic with grief and dismay, had fled 
from blazing dwellings and slaughtered families. 
A party of the inhabitants armed themselves and 
went cut, to warn the living and bury the dead. 
Reaching Shearman's Valley, they found fields 
laid waste, stacked wheat on fire, and the houses 
yet in flames ; and they grew sick with horror 
at seeing a group of hogs tearing and devouring 
the bodies of the dead.' As they advanced up 
the valley, every thing betokened the recent pres- 
ence of the enemy, while columns of smoke, rising 
among the surrounding mountains, showed how 
general was the work of destruction. 

On the preceding day, six men, assembled for 
reaping the harvest, had been seated at dinner at 
the house of Campbell, a settler on the Juniata 
Four or five Indians suddenly burst the door, fired 
among them, and then beat down the survivors with 
the butts of their rifles. One young man Inaped 
from his seat, snatched a gun which stood in a cor- 
ner, discharged it into the breast of the warrior who 
was rushing upon him, and, leaping through an 
open window, made his escape. He fled through 
the forest to a settlement at some distance, where 
be related his story. Upon this, twelve young men 
volunteered to cross the mountain, and warn the 

1 Pm». Gai. No. ISU. 
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inhabitants of the neighboring Tuscarora valley. 
On entering it, they found that the enemy had 
been there before them. Some of the houses were 
on fire, while others were still standing, with no 
teqants bat the dead. Under the shed of a farmer, 
the Indians had been feasting on the flesh of the 
cattle they had killed, and the meat had not yet 
grown cold. Pursuing their course, the white 
men found the spot where several detached parties 
of the enemy had united almost immediately before ; 
and they boldly resolved to follow, in order to 
ascertain what directloa the marauders had taken. 
The trail led them up a deep and woody pass of 
the Tuscarora. Here the yell of the war-whoop 
and the din of fire-arms suddenly greeted them, 
and five of their number were shot down. Thirty 
warriors rose from their ambuscade, and rushed 
upon them. They gave one discharge, scattered, 
and ran for their lives. One of them, a boy named 
Charles Eliot, as he fled, plunging through the 
thickets, beard an Indian tearing the boughs be- 
hind him, in furious pursuit. He seized his pow- 
der-horn, poured the contents at random down the 
muzzle of his gun, threw in a bullet after them, 
without using the ramrod, and, wheeling about, 
discharged the piece into the breast of his pursuer. 
He saw the Indian shrink back and roll over into 
the bushes. He continued his flight; but a mo- 
ment after, a voice called his name." Turning to 
the spot, he saw one of his comrades stretched 
helpless upon the ground. This man had been 
mortally wounded at the first fire, but had fled a 
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few rods from the scene of blood, before his strength 
gave out. Eliot approached him. " Take my 
gun," said the dying frontiersman. " Whenever 
you see an Indian, kill hira with it, and then I 
shall be satisfied." ' Eliot, with several others of 
the party, escaped, and finally reached Carlisle, 
where his stoiy excited a spirit of itncontroUable 
wrath and vengeance among the fierce backwoods- 
men. Several parties went out; and one of them, 
commanded by the sheriff of the place, encountered 
a band of Indians, routed them after a sharp fight, 
and brought in several scalps.' 

The surrounding counti-y was by this time com- 
pletely abandoned by the settlers, many of whom, 
not content with seeking refuge at Carlisle, con- 
tinued their flight to the eastward, and, headed by 
the clergyman of that place, pushed on to Lancas- 
ter, and even to Philadelphia.* Carlisle presented 

' Robison, Narrativt. RoblMin wa« one of the party, sad his brother 
was mortally wounded at the first fire. 

» EitractftomaLetter — Car/We, July 18 (Pmn. Gax. No. 18M): — 
"Last Night Colonel Armstrong retamed. He led the Party, who 
punned further, and found aeveral dead, irhom they buried in the beat 
DiimiieT they could, and are now all returned in. — From what appearg, 
the Indians are travelling from one Pta(« to another, along tbe Valley, 
burning the Farms, and destroying all the People they meet iritb. — 
This Day girea an Account of six more being killed in the Valley, so 
that, since last Sunday Morning to this Day, Tnelre o'clock, we have a 
pretty authentic Account of the Number slain, being Twenty-Gve, and 
four or Ave wounded. — The Colonel, Mr. Wilson, and Mr. Alricks, are 
now on the Parade, endeavouring to raise another Party, to go out and 
succour the SherifTand his Party, consisting of Fifty Men, which marched 
Yesterday, and hope Ihcy will be able to send ofT immedlalcly Twenty 
good Men. — The People here, I assure yon, want nothing hut a good 
Leader, and a little Encouragement, to make a very good Defence." 

' Extract from a Letter — CaWis/e, July 5 {Ban. Pa. Reg.IV.SaO): — 
" Nothing iM>uld exceed the terror which prev^led from house to 
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a most deplorable spectacle. A multitude of the 
refugees, unable to find shelter in the town, had 
encamped in the woods or on the adjacent fields, 
erecting huts of branches and bark, and living on 
such charity as the slender means of the towns- 
people could supply. Passing among them, one 
would have witnessed every form of human misery. 
In these wretched encampments were men, women, 
and children, bereft at one stroke of friends, of 
home, and the means of supporting life. Some 
stood aghast and bewildered at the sudden and 
fatal blow ; others were sunk in the apathy of 
despair ; others were weeping and moaning with 
irrepressible anguish. With not a few, the craven 
passion of fear drowned all other emotion, and day 
and night they were haunted with visions of the 
bloody knife and the reeking scalp ; while in others, 
every faculty was absorbed by the burning thirst 
for vengeance, and mortal hatred against the whole 
Indian race.' 

hoase, ttom toim to toirn. The road was near corered with women and 

diildrea, flying to Lancaster and Philadelphia. The Bev. , 

raster of the Episcopal Church, went at the head of his congregation, to 
protect and encourage them on the way. A few retired to the Breast 
work* tbr aatbty. The alarm once gireu could not be appeased. We 
have done alt that men can do to prevent diiorder. All our hopes are 
tnrned upon Bouquet." 

1 Extract from a Letter— Carlisle, July 12 (Penn. Gai. No. 1804) : — 
" I embrace this first Leisure, ainee Yesterday Morning, to transmit 
70a a brief Account of our present State of ASkirs here, which indeed t* 
very distressing ; every Day, almost, affording some fresh Object to 
awaken the Compassion, alarm the Fears, or kindle into Resentment and 
Vengeance every sensible Breast, while flying Families, obliged to aban- 
don Honse and Possession, to save their Lives by an hasty Escape; 
monrning Widows, bew^ling their Husbands surprised and massacred by 
■av^e 'Ra^ ; lender Parents, lamenting the Fruits of their own Bodies, 
cropt in the Tery Bloom of Life by a barbarous Hand ; with Relations 
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■nd Acquaintance*, poming out Sorrow fbr murdered NeighbourB and 
Friends, preeent a varied Scene of mingled Diitreaa. 

"To-day a BritiBb Vengeance begins to rise in the Breaats of oar 
Men. — One of them that fall from among the 12, as be wiis just expiring. 
Mid to one of his Fellows, Here, take mj* Qnn, and kill the flrst Indian 
jrou see, and all ahall be well." 
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1763. 
THE BATTLE OP BUSHT HUH. 

The miserable multitude were soon tbreateoed 
with famine, and gathered in crowds around the 
tents of Bouquet, begging relief, which he had not 
the heart to refuse. After a delay of eighteen 
days, the chief obstacles were overcome. Wagons 
and draught animals had, little by little, been col- 
lected, and provisions gathered among the settle- 
ments to the eastward. At length all was ready, and 
Bouquet broke up his camp, and began his march. 
The force under his command did not exceed five 
hundred men, of whom the most effective were the 
Highlanders of the 42d regiment The remnant 
of the 7Tth, which was also with him, was so 
enfeebled by West Indian exposures, that Amherst 
had at first pronounced it fit only for garrison duty, 
and nothing but necessity had induced him to 
employ it on this arduous service. As the heav7 
wagons of the convoy lumbered along the street of 
Carlisle, guarded by the bare-legged Highlanders, 
in kilts and plaids, the crowd gazed in anxious 
silence ; for they knew that their all was at stake 
on the issue of this dubious enterprise. There 
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was little to reassure them in the thin frames and 
haggard look of the worn-out veterans ; still less in 
the sight of sixty invalid soldiers, who, unable to 
walk, were carried in wagons, to furnish a feeble 
reinforcement to the small garrisons along the 
route.' The desponding rustics watched the last 
gleam of the bayonets, the last flutter of the tar- 
tans, as the rear tiles vanished in the woods ; then 
returned to their hovels, prepared for tidings of de- 
feat, and ready, when they heard them, to abandon 
the country, and fly beyond the Susquehanna. 

In truth, the adventure was no boy's play. In 
that gloomy wilderness lay the bones of Braddock 
and the hundreds that perished with him. The 
number of the slain on that bloody day exceeded 
Bouquet's whole force ; while the strength of the 
assailants was inferior to that of the swarms who 
now infested the forests. Bouquet's troops were, 
for the most part, as little accustomed to the back- 
woods as those of Braddock ; but their commander 
had served seven years in America, and pex"fectly 
understood his work. He had attempted to engage 
a body of frontiersmen to join him on the march ; 
but they preferred to remain for the defence of 
their families. He was therefore forced to employ 
the Highlanders as flankers, to protect his line of 
march and prevent surprise ; but, singularly enough, 
these mountaineers were sure to lose themselves in 
the woods, and therefore proved useless.' For a 
few days, however, his progress would be tolerably 

1 Accoaat of BouqiKt's Exptdilion; Tnlrodaction, vi. 

■ " I cannot send a Highlander out of mr sight wKhoul lonalog th* 
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secnre, at least from serious attack. His anxieties 
centred on Fort Ligonier, and he resolved to 
hazard the attempt to throw a reinforcement into 
it. Thirty of the best Highlanders were chosen, 
furnished with guides, and ordered to push forward 
with thu utmost speed, avoiding the road, travelling 
by night on unfrequented paths, and lying close 
by day. The attempt succeeded. After resting 
several days at Bedford, where Ourry was expecting 
an attack, they again set out, found Fort Ligonier 
beset by Indians, and received a volley as they 
made for the gate ; but entered safely, to the 
unspeakable relief of Blane and bis beleaguered 
men. 

Meanwhile, Bouquet's little army crept on its slow 
way along the Cumberland valley. Passing here 
and there a few scattered cabins, deserted or burnt 
to the ground, they reached the hamlet of Ship- 
pensburg, somewhat more than twenty miles from 
their point of departure. Here, as at Carlisle, was 
gathered a starving multitude, who had fled from 
the knife and the tomahawk.' Beyond lay a soli- 
tude whence every settler had fled. They reached 
Fort Loudon, on the declivity of Cove Mountain, 
and climbed the wood-encumbered defiles beyond. 

Hsk of loilng tbe man, which exposes me to surprise from the skulking 
Tillains I liave to deal with." — MS. Letter — Bouquet la Amlierit,'2& Juiy, 
1763. 

1 "Our AccouDta from the westward are aa fbliowe, viz, : — 

" On the 26Ch of Jul/ there were in Shippensburg: 18S4 of oar poor 

dutresaed Back Inhabitants, viz. Men, SOI ; Women, S45 ; Children, 7S8 ; 

Hany of whom were obliged to lie in Bams, Stables, Cellars, and under 

old leaky Sheds, the Dwellipg-houses being all crowded." — Petin. 6a*. 

Ko-isoe. 
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Far on their right stretched the green ridges of 
the Tuacarora; and, in front, mountain beyond 
mountain was piled against the sky. Over rocky 
heights and through deep valleys, they reached at 
length Fort Littleton, a provincial post, in which, 
with incredible perversity, the government of Penn* 
sylvania had refused to place a garrison.* Not far 
distant was the feeble little post of the Juniata, 
empty like the other ; for the two or three men 
who held it had been withdrawn by Ourry.' On the 
twenty-fifth of July, they reached Bedford, hemmed 
in by encircling mountains. It was the frontier 
village and the centre of a scattered border popu- 
lation, the whole of which was now clustered in 
teiTor in and around the fort; for the neighbor 
ing woods were full of prowling savages. Ourry 
reported that for several weeks nothing had been 
heard from the westward, every messenger having 
been killed and the communication completely cut 
off. By the last intelligence Fort Pitt had been 
surrounded by Indians, and daily threatened with 
a general attack. 

At Bedford, Bouquet had the good fortune to 
engage thirty backwoodsmen to accompany him.' 

1 " The goverameiitof PeimsylTBiiia haviog repeated]/ reftised tagir- 
rison Fort Lf tcleton (a proTJDcial Ibrt), even with the kind of troopi thej 
hare raiged, I have stationed same inhabitants of the neighborhood in it, 
with some provisions and ammunition, to prerent the savages burning it." 
— MS. Letter — Bau^iut to AmAeril, 26 July, 1763. 

* MS. Letter — Ouny to Bouflurf, 20 June, 1763. 

* Extract from a LetUr of Boia/uet to Amheril, Bedford, Ju\j 2it)t, ITSS : 
"The troops* CoQTojr arrived here yesterday. . . . Three men haro 

been maasacred near Shippensburg since we left, but we have not per- 
ceived yet any of the Villaim. . . . Having observed in our march that 
the Highlanders lose themselves in Ibe noodi as mod as they go out of 
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He lay encamped three days to rest men and 
animals, and then, leaving bis invalids to garrison 
the fort, put out again into the sea of savage 
verdure that stretched beyond. The troops and 
convoy defiled along the road made by General 
Forbes in 1758, if the name of road can be given 
to a rugged ti-aek, hewn out by axemen through 
forests and swamps and up the steep acclivities of 
rugged mountains ; shut in between impervious 
walls of trunks, houghs, and matted thickets, and 
overarched by a canopy of restless leaves. With 
difficulty and toil, the wagons dragged slowly on, 
by hill and hollow, through brook and quagmire, 
over roots, rocks, and stumps. Nature had formed 
the country for a war of ambuscades and surprises, 
and no pains were spared to guard against them. ' 
A band of backwoodsmen led the way, followed 
closely by the pioneers ; the wagons and the cattle 
were in the centre, guarded by the regulars ; and a 
rear guard of backwoodsmen closed the line of 
march. Frontier riflemen scoured the woods far in 
front and on either flank, and made surprise impos 
sible. Thus they toiled heavily on till the main 
ridge of the Alleghanies, a mighty wall of green, 
rose up before them ; and they began their zigzag 
progress up the woody heights amid the sweltering 
heats of July. The tongues of the panting' oxen 
hung lolling from their jaws ; while the pine-trees, 
scorching in the hot sun, diffused their resinous 

the road, and cannot on that account be employed as Flankera, I havs 
commiasioDDd a person here (o procure me about thirtj woodsmen to 
BHruh with na. . . . This is very irregular, but the circumstancea tendaf 
it K) abMlntelj necesiarj tliat I hope ;ou will approve it." 
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odors through the sultry air. At length from the 
windy summit the Highland soldiers could gaze 
around upon a houndless panorama of forest-cov- 
ered mountains, wilder than their own native hills. 
Descending from the Alleghanies, they entered 
upon a country less rugged aud formidable in itself, 
but beset with constantly increasing dangers. On 
the second of August, they reached Fort Ligonier, 
about fifty miles from Bedford, and a hundred aud 
fifty from Carlisle. The Indians who were about 
the place vanished at their approach ; but the gar- 
rison could furnish no intelligence of the motions 
and designs of the enemy, having been completely 
blockaded for weeks. In this uncertainty. Bouquet 
resolved to leave behind the oxen and wagons, 
which formed the most cumbrous part of the con- - 
voy, in order to advance with greater celerity, and 
oppose a better resistance in case of attack. Thus 
relieved, the army resumed its march on the fourth, 
taking with them three hundred and fifty pack 
horses and a few cattle, and at nightfall encamped 
at no great distance from Ligonier. Within less 
than a day's march in advance lay the dangerous 
defiles of Turtle Creek, a stream flowing at the 
bottom of a deep hollow, flanked by steep declivi- 
ties, along the foot of which the road at that time 
ran for some distance. Fearing that the enemy 
would lay an ambuscade at this place, Bouquet 
resolved to march on the following day as far as a 
small stream called Bushy Run ; to rest here until 
night, and then, by a forced march, to cross Turtle 
Creek under cover of the darkness. 
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On the morning of the fifth, the tents were struck 
at an early hour, and the troops began their march 
through a country broken with hills and deep hol- 
lows, covered with the tall, dense forest, which 
spread for countless leagues ai'ound. By one 
o'clock, they had advanced seventeen miles ; and 
tbe guides assured them that they were within half 
a mile of Bushy Run, their proposed resting-place. 
The tired soldiers were pressing forward with 
renewed alacrity, when suddenly the report of 
rifles from the front sent a thrill along the ranks; 
and, as they listened, the firing thickened into a 
fierce, sharp rattle ; while shouts and whoops, dead 
ened by the intervening forest, showed that the 
advance guard was hotly engaged. The two fore- 
most companies were at once ordered forward to 
support it ; but, far from abating, the fire grew so 
rapid and furious as to argue the presence of an 
enemy at once numerous and resolute. At this, 
the convoy was halted, the troops formed into line, 
and a general charge ordered. Bearing down 
through the forest with fixed bayonets, they drove 
the yelping assailants before them, and swept the 
ground clear. But at the very moment of suc- 
cess, a fresh burst of whoops and firing was heard 
from either flank; while a confused noise from the 
rear showed that the convoy was attacked. It was 
necessary instantly to fall back for its support. 
Driving ofi" the assailants, the ti-oops formed in a 
circle ai'ound the crowded and terrified horses. 
Though they were new to the work, and though 
the numbers and movements of the enemy, whosfl 
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yelling resounded on every side, were concealed by 
the thick forest, yet no man loat his composure ; 
and all displayed a steadiness which nothing but 
implicit confidence in their commander could have 
inspired. And now ensued a combat of a nature 
most harassing and discouraging. Again and 
again, now on this side and now on that, a crowd 
of Indians rushed up, pouring in a heavy fire, and 
striving, with furious outcries, to break into the 
circle. A well-directed volley met them, followed 
by a steady charge of the bayonet They never 
waited an instant to receive the attack, but, leaping 
backwards from tree to tree, soon vanished from 
'flight, only to renew their attack with unabated 
ferocity in another quarter. Such was their activity, 
that very few of them were hurt ; while the British, 
less expert in bush-fighting, suffered severely. 
Thus the fight went on, without intermission, for 
seven hours, until the forest grew dark with 
approaching night. Upon this, the Indians grad 
ually slackened their fire, and the exhausted sol- 
diers found time to rest. 

It was impossible to change their ground in the 
enemy's presence, and the troops were obliged to 
encamp upon the hill where the combat had taken 
place, though not a drop of water was to be found 
there. Fearing a night attack, Bouquet stationed 
numerous sentinels and outposts to guard against 
it; while the men lay down upon their arms, pre- 
serving the order they had maintained during the 
fight. Having completed the necessary arrange- 
ments, Bouquet, doubtful of surviving the battle 
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of the morrow, wrote to Sir Jeffrey Amberst, in a 
few clear, concise words, an account of the clay's 
events. His letter concludes as follows : " What- 
ever our fate may be, I thought it necessary to give 
your Excellency this early information, that you 
may, at all events, take such measures as you wiU 
think proper with the provinces, for their own 
safety, and the effectual relief of Fort Pitt ; as, in 
case of another engagement, I fear insiirmountable 
difficulties in protecting and transporting our pro- 
visions, being already sjo much weakened by the 
losses of this' day, in men and horses, besides the 
additional necessity of carrying the wounded, whose 
situation is truly deplorable." 

The condition of these unhappy men might well 
awaken sympathy. About sixty soldiers, besides 
several officers, had been killed or disabled. A 
space in the centre of the camp was prepared for 
the reception of the wounded, and surrounded by 
a wall of flour-bags from the convoy, affording some 
protection against the bullets which flew from all 
sides during the fight. Here they lay upon the 
ground, enduring agonies of thirst, and waiting, 
passive and helpless, the issue of the battle. De- 
prived of the animating thought that their lives 
and safety depended on their own exertions ; sur- 
rounded by a wilderness, and by scenes to the 
horror of which no degree of familiarity could 
render the imagination callous, they must have 
endured mental sufferings, compared to which the 
pain of their wounds was slight. In the prob- 
able event of defeat, a fate inexpressibly horrible 
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awaited them ; while even victory would not ensure 
their safety, since any great increase in their num- 
bers would render it impossible for their comrades 
to transport them. Nor was the condition of those 
who had hitherto escaped an enviable one. Though 
they were about equal in number to their assailants, 
yet the dexterity and alertness of the Indians, 
joined to the nature of the country, gave all the 
advantages of a greatly superior force. The enemy 
were, moreover, exulting in the fullest confidence 
of success ; for it was in these very forests that, 
eight years before, they had nearly destroyed twice 
their number of the best British troops. Through- 
out the earlier part of the night, they kept up a 
dropping fire upon the camp ; while, at short inter- 
vals, a wild whoop from the thick surrounding 
gloom told with what fierce eagerness they waited 
to glut their vengeance on the morrow. The camp 
remained in darkness, for it would have been dan- 
gerous to build fires within its precincts, to direct 
the aim of the lurking marksmen. Surrounded by 
such terrors, the men snatched a disturbed and 
broken sleep, recruiting their exhausted strength 
for the renewed struggle of the morning. 

With the earliest dawn of day, and while the 
damp, cool forest was still involved in twilight, 
there rose around the camp a general burst of those 
horrible cries which form the ordinary prelude of 
an Indian battle. Instantly, from every side at 
once, the enemy opened their fire, approaching 
under cover of the trees and hushes, and levelling 
with a close and deadly aim. Often, as on the pre- 
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Tioas day, they would rush up with fiirions impet- 
uosity, striviiig to break into the ring of troops. 
They were repulsed at every point ; but the British, 
though constantly victorious, were beset with undi- 
minished perils, while the violence of the enemy 
seemed every moment on the increase. True to 
their favorite tactics, they would never stand their 
ground when attacked, but vanish at the fii'st gleam 
of the levelled bayonet, only to appear again the 
moment the danger waa past. The ti-oops, fatigued 
by the long march and equally long battle of the 
previous day, were maddened by the torments of 
thirst, " more intolerable," says their commander, 
" than the enemy's fire." They were fully con- 
scious of the peril in which they stood, of wasting 
away by slow degrees beneath the shot of assailants 
at once so daring, so cautious, and so active, and 
upon whom it was impossible to inflict any decisive 
injury. The Indians saw their distress, and pressed 
them closer and closer, redoubling their yells and 
bowlings ; while some of them, sheltered behind 
trees, assailed the troops, in bad English, with 
abuse and derision. 

Meanwhile the interior of the camp was a scene 
of confusion. The horses, secured in a crowd near 
the wall of flour-bags which covered the wounded, 
were often struck by the bullets, and wrought to 
the height of terror by the mingled din of whoops, 
shrieks, and firing. They would break away by 
half scores at a time, burst through the ring of 
troops and the outer circle of assailants, and scour 
madly up and down the hill-sides ; while many of 
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the drivers, overcome by the terrora of a scene in 
which they could bear no active part, hid them- 
selves among the bushes, and could neither hear 
nor obey orders. 

It was now about tea o'cloct. Oppressed with 
heat, fatigue, and thirst, the distressed troops still 
maintained a weary and wavering defence, encir- 
cling the convoy in a yet unbroken ring. They 
were fast falling in their ranks, and the strength 
and spirits of the sumvors had begun to flag. If 
the fortunes of the day were to be retrieved, the 
effort must be made at once ; aud happily the mind 
of the commander was equal to the emergency. 
In the midst of the confusion he conceived a mas- 
terly stratagem. Could the Indians be brought 
together in a body, and made to stand their ground 
when attacked, there could be little doubt of the 
result ; and, to effect this object. Bouquet determined 
to increase their confidence, which had already 
mounted to an audacious pitch. Two companies 
of infantry, forming a part of the ring which had 
been exposed to the hottest fire, were ordered to 
fall back into the interior of the camp ; while the 
troops on either hand joined their files across the 
vacant space, as if to cover the retreat of their 
comrades. These ordera, given at a favorable mo- 
ment, were executed with great promptness. The 
thin line of troops who took possession of the 
deserted part of the chcle were, from their stnaW 
numbers, brought closer in towards the centre. 
The Indians mistook these movements for a retreat. 
Confident that their time was come, they leaped up 
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on all etdes, from behind the trees and bushes, and 
with infernal sci-eeches, rushed headlong to^fards 
the spot, pouring in a heavy and galling fire. The 
shock was too violent to be long endured. The 
men struggled to maintain their posts ; but the 
Indians seemed on the point of breaking into the 
heart of the camp, when the aspect of affairs was 
suddenly reversed. The two companies, who had 
apparently abandoned their position, were in fact 
destined to begin the attack ; and they now sallied 
out from the circle at a point where a depression 
in the ground, joined to the thick growth of trees, 
concealed them from the eyes of the Indians. Mak- 
ing a short ditour through the woods, they came 
round upon the ilank of the furious assailants, and 
fired a close volley into the midst of the crowd. 
Numbers were seen to fall ; yet though completely 
surprised, and utterly at a loss to understand the 
nature of the attack, the Indians faced about with 
the greatest intrepidity, and returned the fire. But 
the Highlanders, with yells as wild as their own, 
fell on them with the bayonet The shock was 
irresistible, and they fled before the charging ranks 
ill a tumultuous throng. Orders had been given 
to two other companies, occupying a contiguous 
part of the circle, to support the attack whenever 
a favorable moment ^should occur ; and they had 
therefore advanced alittle from their position, and 
lay close crouched in ambush. The fugitives, 
pressed by the Highland bayonets, passed directly 
across their front ; upon which they rose, and poured 
among them a second volley, no less destructive 
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than the first This completed the rout. The 
four companies, uniting, drove the flying savages 
through the woods, giving them no time to rally 
or reload their empty rifles, killing many, and 
scattering the rest ih hopeless confusion. 

While this took place at one part of the circle, 
the troops and the savages had still maintained theit 
respective positions at the other ; but when the 
latter perceived the total rout of their comrades, 
and saw the troops advancing to assail them, they 
also lost heart, and fled. The discordant outcries 
which had so long deafened the ears of the English 
soon ceased altogether, and not a hving Indian 
remained near the spot. About sixty corpses lay 
scattered over the ground. Among them were 
found those of several prominent chiefs, while the 
blood which stained the leaves of the bushes showed 
that numbers had fled wounded from the field. 
The soldiers took but one prisoner, whom they shot 
to death like a captive wolf. The loss of the Brit^ 
ish in the two battles surpassed that of the enemy, 
amounting to eight officers and one hundred and 
fifteen men.' 

> MS.Letteret-BouTueKo^mAtTjf, Ang.6, 6. Ptrm.Gax. ia0»-1810 
Gatt. Mag. XXXIII. 487. Lomlon Mai,, fur 1768. &41>. Aaount of Boa- 
guel't Expedition. Aaamt Rei)!ster for 1763, 28. Mante, 493. 

The accounts of tJiis acliuo. publiahed in the joumalB of tlio ixj, 
oxcitcd much altention, from Ihe wild and novel character of this aptxiea 
of warfare. A well-written description of the battle, together with a 
journal of Bouquet's expedition of the succeeding: jear, was published in 
a tliin quarto, with illuBtrations from ttie pencil of West. The writer 
waa Dr. William Smith, of PhiUdelphia, and not, as has luuall; been 
thought, the geographer Thomas Hutchins. See the reprint, Clarh^t 
Historical Seriet, Vol. I. A French translalicn of the narratiTe was pn)>- 
lished at Amsterdam in 1769. 
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Having been for some time detained by the 
necessity of making litters for the wounded, and 
destroying the stores which the flight of most of 
the horses made it impossible to transport, the 
army moved on, in the afternoon, to Bushy Run. 
Here they had scarcely formed their camp, when 
they were again fired upon by a body of Indiana, 
who, however, were soon repulsed. On the next 
day they resumed their progress towards Fort Pitt, 
distant about twenty-five miles ; and, though fre- 
quently annoyed on the march by petty attacks, 
they reached their destination, on the tenth, with- 
out serious loss. It was a joyful moment both to 
the troops and to the garrison. The latter, it will 
be remembered, were left surrounded and hotly 
pressed by the Indians, who had beleaguered the 
place from the twenty-eighth of July to the first of 
August, when, hearing of Bouquet's approach, thejr 

E:itnu!t&oni a Letter — Fort P(U,Augastl2(Pein. Oii. No. 1810): — 

" We formed a Circle round our Convof and Wounded ; upon which 
the Savages collected themseWes, and continued whooping iind popping 
•t UK all the Evening. Next Momiug, haring mustered all their Force, 
tlu y began the War-whoop, attacking \a m Front, when the Colonel 
A'igned a Retreat, which encouraged the Indians to an eager Pursuit, 
while the Light Infantry and Grenadiers rushed out on their Bight and 
Left Flanks, attacking them where the? little expected it ; by which 
Means a great Number of them were killed ; and among the rest, Keely- 
uskung, a Delaware Chief, who the Night before, and that Morning, had 
been Bhickguarding us in English : We lost one Man in the Rear, on 
onr March the Day after. 

" In other Letien from Fort Pitt, it is mentionad that, to a Mtm, the^ 
were resolved to defend the Garrison (if the Troops had not orriTed), at 
long as any AmmunitiOQ, and Provision to support them, were left ; and 
thai tlien they would have fought their Way through, or died in the 
Altempt, rather thftt have been made Priaonera by rach perfldiooa, crn«l, 
and Blood-tliirsty Eell-honnda." 

See Appendix, D. 
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had abandoned the eiege, and marched to attack 
him. From this time, the garrison had seen noth 
ing of them until the morning of the tenth, when, 
shortly before the army appeared, they had passed 
the fort in a body, raising the scalp-yell, and dis- 
playing their disgusting ti-ophies to the view of the 
English.' 

The battle of Bushy Run was one of the best 
contested actions ever fought between white men 
and Indians. If there was any disparity of num- 
bers, the advantage was on the side of the troops ; 

» Extract ftom a Letter — Fort Pitt, August 12 {Pena. Gat. No. 1810) : 
"As you nil! probablf have the Accounts of tliese Eagagemetite from 
tiie Gentlemen that nere in them, I ahall aay no more than thin, that il 
ii the general Opinion, the Troope behaved with the utmoit Intrepidity, 
and tliB Indians were never known to bel^ve so fiercely. Tou maj bo 
iure the Sight of the Troops was very agreeable to our poor Garrison, 
being penned up in the Fort tVom the 27th of May to the 9th Instant, and 
the Barrack Rooms crammed with Men, Women, and Children, tho' provi- 
dentially no other Disorder ensued than the Small-poi. — From the 16th 
of June tn the 28th of July, we were pestered with the Enemy; Bometimea 
with their Flags, demaDding Conferences ; at other Times threatening, 
then soothing, and oSering their Cordial Advice, for us to evacnate the 
Place ; for that they, the Detawares, tho' oar dear Friends and Brothers, 
could no longer protect us from the Fury of Legions of other Nations, 
that were coming from tlie Lakes, &c., to destroy us. Bat, fiaJing that 
neither had any ESect on us, they mastered their whole force, in Num- 
ber about 400, and began a most fiirious Fire from all Quartera on tliu 
Fort, which they continued for four Days, and great Fart of the Nlghls, 
viz., from the 2Sth of July to the last. — Our Commander was wounded 
by an Arrow in the Leg, and no other Person, of any Note, hurt, tho' the 
Balls were whistling very thick about our Ears. Nine Rank and File 
wounded, and one Hulings having his Leg broke, was the whole of our 
Lobs during this hotFiring; tho' we have Reason to think that we killed 
several of our loving Brethren, notwithstanding their Alertness in skulk- 
ing behind the Banks of the Kiverg, &o. — These Gentry, seeing they 
could not lAke the Fort, sheered off, and we heard no more of them till 
the Account of the above Engagements came to hand, when we were 
Gonvinceil that our good Brothers did us this second Act of Friendship. — 
What they intend next, God knows, but am a&aid they will disperse in 
■mall Parties, among the Inbabitants, If not well defended." 
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and the Indians had displayed throughout a fieice- 
ness and intrepidity matched only by the steady 
valor with which they were met. In the provinces, 
the victory excited equal joy and admiration, espe- 
cially among those who knew the incalculable 
difficulties of an Indian campaign. The Assembly 
of Pennsylvania passed a vote expressing their sense 
of the merits of Bouquet, and of the service he 
had rendered to the province. He soon after 
received the additional honor of the formal thanks 
of the King.^ 

In many an Indian village, the women cut away 
their hair, gashed their limbs with knives, and 
uttered their dismal bowlings of lamentation for 
the fallen. Yet, though surprised and dispirited, 
the rage of the Indians was too deep to be quenched, 
even by so signal a reverse ; and their outrages upon 
the frontier were resumed with unabated ferocity. 
Fort Pitt, however, was effectually relieved ; while 
the moral effect of the victory enabled the frontier 
aettlers to encounter the enemy with a spirit which 
would have been wanting, had Bouquet sustained 
a defeat. 

' Extract from a MS. Letter — Sir J. AmKer$lto Colonrt Bavqtiet i — 
" W«w YoA, 81«t Angnst, 178S. 

"The Disposition you made for the Reception of the ladiBoa, the 
Second Day, was indeed very wisely Concerted, and us liappily Executed ; 
I nm pleaaed with Every part of your Conduct on the Occasion, which 
being so well aecooded by the Officers and Soldiers under your Command, 
Enabled you not only to Protect your large Convoy, but to rout a Body 
of Saragea (hat would have been very jnrmidable against any Troopa bat 
nicA H jou had with jou." 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



THE IROQUOIS.— AMBUSCADE OF THE DEVIT,'S HOLE. 

While Bouquet was fighting the battle of Bushy 
RUn, aod Dalzell making his fatal sortie against 
tlie camp of Pontiac, Sir William Johnson was 
engaged in the more pacific yet more important 
task of securing the friendship and alliance of the 
Six Nations. After several preliminary confer- 
ences, he sent runners throughout the whole con- 
federacy to invite deputies of the several tribes to 
meet him in council at Johnson Hall. The request 
was not declined. Prom the banks of the Mohawk ; 
from the Oneida, Cayuga, and Tuscarora villages ; 
from the valley of Onondaga, where, from imme- 
morial time, had burned the great council-fire of 
the confederacy, — came chiefs and warriors, gath- 
ering to the place of meeting. The Senecas alone, 
ihe warlike tenants of the Genesee valley, refused 
to attend ; for they were already in arms 'against the 
"English. Besides the Iroquois, deputies came from 
the tribes dwelling along the St. Lawrence, and 
within the settled parts of Canada. 

The council opened on the seventh of Septem- 
ber. Despite their fair words, their attachment 
was doubtful ; but Sir William Johnson, by a dex- 
teroua mingling of reasoning, threats, and promises, 
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allayed their discontent, and banished the thoughts 
of war. They winced, however, when he informed 
them that, during the next season, an English army 
must pass through their country, on its way to 
punish the refractory tribes of the West. "Your 
foot is broad and heavy," said the speaker from 
Onondaga ; " take care that you do m>t fa-ead on 
us." Seeing the improved temper of his auditory, 
Johnson was led to hope for some farther advan- 
tage than that of mere neutrality. He accordingly 
urged the Iroquois to take up arms against the 
hostile tribes, and concluded his final harangue 
with the following figurative words : *' I now 
deliver you a good English axe, which I desire 
you will give to the warriors of all your nations, 
with directions to use it against these covenant- 
breakers, by catting oflF the bad links which have 
sullied the chain of friendship." 

These words were confirmed by the presentation 
of a black war-belt of wampum, and the offer of a 
hatchet, which the Iroquois did not refuse to accept. 
That they would take any very active and strenuous 
part in the war, could not be expected ; yet their 
bearing arms at all would prove of great advan- 
tage, by discouraging the hostile Indians who had 
looked upon the Iroquois as friends and abettors. 
Some months after the council, several small par- 
ties actually took the field ; and, being stimulated 
by the prospect of reward, brought in a consider- 
able number of scalps and prisoners.' 

1 HS. MimOa ofCmftnsux «nlh the Six Natioru and othen, at Jehimm 
Bait, Sept 1768. LeOen of Sir mOiam Johasoa. 
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Upon the persuasion of Sir William Jotnson, 
the tribes of Canada were induced to send a mea- 
eage to the western Indians, exhorting them to 
bury the hatchet, while the Iroquois despatched an 
embaaay of similar import to the Delawares on the 
Susquehanna. " Cousins the Delawares, " — thus 
ran the message, — " we have heard that many wild 
Indians in the West, who have tails like bears, have 
let fall the chain of friendship, and taken up the 
hatchet against our brethren the English. We 
desire you to hold fast the chain, and shut your 
ears against their words." * 

In spite of the friendly disposition to which the 
Iroquois had been brought, the province of New 
York suffered not a little from the attacks of the 
hostile tribes who ravaged the borders of Ulster, 
Orange, and Albany counties, and threatened to 
destroy the upper settlements of the Mohawk.' 
Sir William Johnson was the object of their espe- 
cial enmity, and he several times received intimations 
that he was about to be attacked. He armed his 
tenantry, surrounded his seat of Johnson Hall with 



r W. JrfnMn to Sir J. AnJimt.— 
" Johnwn Hill, July Bth, 1768. 
"I Cannot Conclude without Eepreaeating to Tour Ercellency the 
great Panic and uncnsiness into wliich the laliabilantt of these parts are 
cnat, which I have endeavored to Rernove by every Method Id my 
power, to prevent their Aliandoning their Settlements from their appre- 
hensions of the Indians : As they in General Confide much in my Resi- 
dence, they are hitherto Prevented from taking that haaty Measure, but 
■hould 1 be Obliged to retire (which I hope wilt not be the case), not only 
my Own Tenants, who aro upwards of 120 Families, bat all the Rert 
would Immediately follow the Example, which I am Determined ag^nit 
doing 'till the last Extremity, as 1 know it would prora of general bad 
CoDseatience." 
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a stockade, and garrisoned it with a party of sol- 
diers, which Sir Jeffrey Amherst had ordered 
thither for his protection. 

About this time, a singular incident occurred 
near the town of Goshen. Four or five men went 
out among the hills to shoot partridges, and, chanc- 
ing to raise a large covey, they all fired their guns 
at nearly the same moment. The timorous inhabi- 
tants, hearing the reports, supposed that they came 
from an Indian war-party, and instantly fled in 
dismay, spreading the alarm as they went The 
neighboring country was soon in a panic. The 
farmers cut the harness of their horses, and, leaving 
their carts and ploughs behind, galloped for their 
lives. Others, snatching up their children and 
their most valuable property, made with all speed 
for New England, not daring to pause until they 
had crossed the Hudson. For several days the 
neighborhood was abandoned, five hundred families 
having left their habitations and fled.' Not long 
after this absurd affair, an event occurred of a widely 
different character. Allusion has before been made 
to the carrying-place of Niagara, which formed an 
essential link in the chain of communication be- 
tween the province of New York and the interior 
country. Men and military stores were conveyed 
in boats up the River Niagara, as far as the present 
site of Lewiston. ITience a portage road, several 
miles in length, passed along the banks of the 
stream, and terminated at Fort Schlosser, above the 
cataract. This road traversed a region whose sub- 
1 Pern. Sh. No. 1B09. 
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lime features have gained for it a world-wide renown. 
The River Niagara, a short distance below the cat- 
aract, assumes^ an aspect scarcely less remarkable 
than that stupendous scene itself. Its channel is 
formed by a vast ravine, whose sides, now bare ajid 
weather-stained, now shaggy with forest-trees, rise 
in cliffs of appalling height and steepness. Along 
this cliasm pour all the waters of the lakes, heaving 
their furious surges with the power of an ocean 
and the rage of a mountain torrent. About three 
miles below the cataract, the precipices which 
form the eastern wall of the ravine are broken 
by an abyss of awful depth and blackness, bearing 
at the present day the name of the Devil's Hole. 
In its shallowest part, the precipice sinks sheer 
down to the depth of eighty feet, where it meets a 
chaotic m^s of rocks, descending Avith an abrupt 
declivity to unseen depths below. Within the cold 
and damp recesses of the gulf, a host of forest- 
trees have rooted themselves ; and, standing on the 
perilous brink, one may look down upon tbe min- 
gled foliage of ash, poplar, and maple, while, above 
ihem all, the spruce and fir shoot their sharp and 
rigid spires upward into sunlight. Tbe roar of the 
convulsed river swells heavily on the ear ; and, far 
beloWj its headlong waters, careering in foam, may 
be discciiied through the openings of tbe matted 
foliage. 

On the thirteenth of September, a numerous 
train of wagons and pack-horses proceeded from 
the lower landing to Fort Schlosser ; and on the fol- 
lowing morning set out on their return, guarded by 
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aD escort of twenty-four soldiers. They pursued 
their slow progress until they reached a point 
where the road passed along the brink of the 
Devil's Hole. The gulf yawned on their left, 
while on their right the road was skirted by low 
densely wooded hills. Suddenly they were greeted 
by the blaze and clatter of a hundred rifles. Then 
followed the startled cries of men, and the bound- 
ing of maddened horses. At the next instant, a 
host of Indians broke screeching from the woods, 
and rifle-butt and tomahawk finished the bloody 
work. All was over in a moment. Horses leaped 
the precipice ; men were driven shrieking into the 
abyss ; teams and wagons went over, crashing to 
atoms among the rocks below. Tradition relates 
that the drummer-boy of the detachment was 
caught, in his fall, among the branches of a tree, 
where he hung suspended by bis drum-strap. 
Being but slightly injured, he disengaged himself, 
and, hiding in the recesses of the gulf, finally 
escaped. One of the teamsters also, who was 
wounded at the firat fire, contrived to crawl into 
the woods, where he lay concealed till the Indians 
had left the place. Besides these two, the only sur- 
vivor was Stedman, the conductor of the convoy ; 
who, being well mounted, and seeing the whole 
party forced helpless towards the precipice, wheeled 
his horse, and resolutely spurred through the crowd 
of Indians. One of them, it is said, seized his 
bridle ; but he freed himself by a dexterous use of 
hiB knife, and plunged into the woods, untouched 
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by the bullets which whistled about his head. Fly 
ing at full speed through the forest, he reached 
Fort Schlosser in safety. 

The distant sound of the Indian rifles had been 
heard by a pai-ty of soldiers, who occupied a small 
fortlfled camp near the lower landing. Forming io 
haste, they advanced eagerly to the rescue. In an- 
ticipation of this movement, the Indians, who were 
nearly five hundred in number, had separated into 
two parties, one of which had stationed itself at 
the Devil's Hole, to waylay the convoy, while the 
other formed an ambuscade upon the road, a mile 
nearer the landing-place, llie soldiers, marching 
precipitately, and huddled in a close body, were sud- 
denly assailed by a volley of rifles, which stretched 
half their number dead upon the road. Then, 
rushing from the forest, the Indians cut down the 
survivors with merciless ferocity. A small remnant 
only escaped the massacre, and fled to Fort Niag- 
ara with the tidings. Major Wilkins, who com- 
manded at this post, lost no time in marching to 
the spot, with nearly the whole strength of his 
garrison. Not an Indian was to be found. At the 
two places of ambuscade, about seventy dead bodies 
were counted, naked, scalpless, and so horribly 
mangled that many of them could not be recog- 
nized. All the wagons had been broken to pieces, 
and such of the horses as were not driven over the 
precipice had been carried off, laden, doubtless, 
with the plunder. The ambuscade of the Devil's 
Hole has gained a traditionary immortalityj adding 
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feaiful interest to a acene whose native horrors 
need no aid from the imagination.' 

The Seneca warriors, aided probably by some of 
the western Indiana, were the authors of this un 
expected attack. Their hostility did not end here. 
Several weeks afterwards. Major Wilkins, with a 
force of six hundred regulars, collected with great 
effoLl; throughout the provinces, was advancing to 

1 MS. Letter — Amltertt'to Egremont, October 13. Two anoofDiDu* 
ktlera &ora ofBcen at Fort Niagani, September 16 aod 17. Li/t of Maiy 
Jemium, Appendix. US. JeAnion Papera. 

One of the scton in the traged; , a Seoeca warrior, named Blecksnakei 
was living a tev years lince at a very adranced age. He described the 
■cene with great animsdoD t« a &iend of the writer ; and, as he related bow 
the Eoglish were forced over the precipice, hi* »maU eyes glittered Uka 
thiMB of the serpent whose name he bore. 

Extract from a Letter — Niagara, September IB (Penn. Gaz. No. 1815) : 
" On the first hearing of the Firing by tlie Convoy, Capt. Johnston, 
and three Soballems, marched with alraut 80 I^en, mostly of Gage's Light 
Infantry, who were in a little Camp a^acent ; they bad scarce Time to 
ferm when the Indians appeared at the above Pass ; our People fired 
liriskly upon them, but was instantly surrounded, and the Captain who 
commanded mortally wounded the first Fire ; the S Subalterns also were 
toon after killed, on which a general Confusion ensued. The Indians 
rushed In on all Sides and cut shout 60 or TO Men in Pieces, including the 
Convoy : Ten of our Men are all we can yet learn have made their 
Escape; they came here through the Woods Yesterday. From man; 
Circumstances, it is believed the Senecas have a chief Hand in this 
Af^r." 

Extract from a Letter — .Nui^ara, September 17 (Penit. fTiu. No.lS15): 
" Wednesday the 14th Inst, a large Body of Indians, some aay 300 
others 4 or 600, came down upon the Carrying-Place, attiicked the Wag- 
gon Escort, which consisted of a Seijeant and 24 Men. This small Body 
immediately hecame a Sacrifice, only two Waggoners escaped. Two 
Companies of Light Inftntry (the General's and La Hunt's), tliat were 
encamped at the Lower Landing, hearing the Fire, instantly rushed out 
to their Belief, headed by Ueuts. George Campbell, and Frazier, Lieu- 
tenant Eosco, of the Artillery, and Lieutenant Deattn,of the Provincials; 
liua Party had not marched above a Mile and Half when they were 
attacked, surrounded, and almost every Man cut to Pieces ; the Officers 
were all killed, it is reported, on the Enemy's first Fire; the Savages 
nwhed down upon them in three Columns." 
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the relief of Detroit. As the boats were slowly 
forcing their way upwai-ds against the swift current 
above the falls of Niagara, they were assailed by 
a mere handful of Indians, thrown into confusion, 
and driven back to Fort Schlosser with serious loss. 
The next attempt was more fortunate, the boats 
reaching Lake Erie without farther attack ; but 
the inauspicious opening of the expedition was 
followed by results yet more disastrous. As they 
approached their destination, a violent storm over- 
took them in the night The frail bateaux, tossing 
upon the merciless waves of Lake Erie, were over- 
set, driven ashore, and many of them dashed to 
pieces. About seventy men perished, all the am- 
munition and stores were destroyed, and the shat- 
tered flotilla was forced hack to Niagara.' 

' us. Diary of an officer in Wiliciji^t ExptdiUon agaimt iht Indiaai (d 
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CHAPTER XXn. 



DESOLATION OP THE FE0NTIEE8. 

The advancing frontiers of American civilization 
have always nurtured a class of men of striking 
and peculiar character. The best examples of this 
character have, perhaps, been found among the 
settlers of Western Vii-ginia, and the hardy prog 
eny who have sprung from that generous stock. 
The Virginian frontiersman was, as occasion called, 
a farmer, a hunter, and a warrior, by turns. The 
well-beloved rifle was seldom out of his hand ; and 
he never deigned to lay aside the fringed frock, 
moccasons, and Indian leggins, which formed the 
appropriate costume of the forest ranger. Con- 
cerning the business, pleasures, and refinements 
of cultivated life, he knew little, and cared nothing ; 
and his manners were usually rough and obtrusive 
to the last degree. Aloof from mankind, he lived 
in a world of his own, which, in his view, contained 
all that was deserving of admiration and praise. 
He looked upon himself and his compeers as 
models of prowess and manhood, nay, of all that is 
elegant and polite; and the forest gallant regarded 
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with peculiar complacency his own half-savage 
dress, his swaggeriog gait, and his backwoods 
jargon. He was wilful, headstrong, and quarrel- 
some ; frank, straightforward, and generous ; hrave 
as the bravest, and utterly intolerant of arbitrary 
control. His self- confidence mounted to audacity. 
Eminently capable of heroism, both in action and 
endurance, he viewed every species of effeminacy 
with supreme contempt ; and, accustomed as he 
was to entire self-reliance, the mutual dependence 
of conventional life excited his especial scorn. 
With all his ignorance, he had a mind by nature 
quick, vigorous, and penetrating ; and his mode of 
life, while it developed the daring energy of his 
character, wrought some of his faculties to a high 
degree of acuteness. JVIany of his traits have been 
reproduced in his offspring. From him have 
sprung those hardy men whose struggles and suf- 
ferings on the bloody ground of Kentucky will 
always form a striking page in American history ; 
and that band of adventurers before whose head- 
long cliarge, in the valley of Chihuahua, neither 
breastworks, nor batteries, nor fivefold odds could 
avail for a moment. 

At the period of Pontiac's war, the settlements 
of Virginia had extended as far as the Alleghauies, 
and several small towns had already sprung up 
beyond the Blue Ridge. The population of these 
beautiful valleys was, for the most part, thin and 
scattered ; and the progress of settlement had been 
greatly retai'ded by Indian hostilities, which, during 
the early years of the French war, had thrown 
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these borders into total confusion. They had con- 
tributed, however, to enhance the martial temper 
of the people, and give a warlike aspect to the 
whole frontier. At intervals, Small stockade forta, 
containing houses and cabins, had been erected by 
the joint labor of the inhabitants ; and hither, on 
occasion of alarm, the settlers of the neighborhood 
congregated for refuge, remaining in tolerable 
security till the danger was past. Many of the 
inhabitants were engaged for a great part of the 
year in hunting ; an occupation upon which they 
entered with the keenest relish.' Well versed in 
woodcraft, unsurpassed as marksmen, and prac- 
tised in all the wiles of Indian war, they would 
have formed, under a more stringent organization, 
the best possible defence against a savage enemy ; 
but each man came and went at his own sovereign 
will, and discipline and obedience were repugnant 
to all his habits. 

The frontiers of Maryland and Virginia closely 
resembled each other ; but those of Pennsylvania 
had peculiarities of their own. The population 
of this province was of a most motley complexion, 
being made up of members of various nations, and 

1 " I hRve often seen them get up early in the moniing at this seuon, 
wii]k haslilj out, and loolc anxiousiy to the woodi, and ■nufftheautiimiiftl 
winds with Ihe highest rapture ; then return into the house, and east ■ 
quick and attentive look at tlie riSe, which was alnajs Buepended to ■ 
joist by a couple of back's horns, or little forks. His hunting dog, under- 
standing the intendone of his master, would rag his tail, and, by every 
blandinhmenC In his power, express his readiness to accompany him ta 
the woods." — Doddridge, Nola on Western Va. aid Pa., 124. 

For a Tiew of the state of the tl^intier, see also Sercheral, Hi$l. ^ 
»i0VaU^<^Virgima; and Smyth, Travdi in Amtriea. 
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Dumerous religious sects : English, Irish, Germaa, 
Swiss, Welsh, and Dutch; Quakers, Presbyterians, 
Lutherans, Dunkers, Mennonists, and Moravians. 
Nor is this catalogue by any means complete. The 
Quakers, to whose peaceful temper the rough fron- 
tier offered no attraction, were confined to the east- 
em parts of the province. Cumberland County, 
which lies west of the Susquehanna, and may be 
said to have formed the frontier, was then almost 
exclusively occupied by the Irish and their descend- 
ants ; who, however, were neither of the Roman 
faith nor of Celtic origin, being emigrants from 
the colony of Scotch which forms a numerous and 
thrifty population in the north of Ireland. In 
religious faith, they were stanch and zealons Pres 
byterians. Long residence in the province had 
modified their national character, and imparted 
many of the peculiar traits of the American back 
woodsman ; yet the nature of their religious tenets 
produced a certain rigidity of temper and demeanor, 
from which the Virginian was wholly free. They 
were, nevertheless, hot-headed and turbulent, often 
setting law and authority at defiance. The coun- 
ties east of the Susquehanna supported a mixed 
population, among which was conspicuous a swarm 
of Geiman peasants ; who had been inundating 
the country for many years past, and who for the 
most part were dull and ignorant boors, like some 
of their descendants. The Swiss and German 
sectaries called Mennonists, who were numerous 
in Lancaster County, professed, like the Quakers. 
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principles of non-Teslstance, and refused to beai 
arms.* 

It was upon this mingled population that the 
storm of Indian war was now descending with 
appalling fui^, — a furj' unparalleled through all 
past and succeeding years. For hundreds of miles 
from north to south, the country was wasted with 
fire and steel. It would be a task alike useless 
and revolting to explore, through all its details, 
this horrible monotony of blood and havoc* The 

1 For u) account of the popalation of PenniylTuiia, m« Bnpp't two 
biilttries of Tork and LancaeUr, and of Lebanon and Berlu CoiuitM. 
8m alBO tbe Hitlory of Camba-land County, and the Pena. Hitt. CUZ. 

1 " There are manj Letters in Town, in nhich the DistreiuM* of the 
Frontier InhRbitantB ue Bet fbrtb In a most moviag and striking Manner; 
but ai these Letters are prettj mach the aame, and it vould be eadlesa to 
inieit the whale, the following ia the Substance of lome of them, as near 
M we can recollect, viz. ; — 

" That the Indiana had B«t Fire to Houiea, Bama, Com, Haj, and, in 
ahtnt, to every Thing that waa combuatible, bo that the whole Couatiy 
teemed to be in one general Blaze — That the BKieriea and Diitretsea of 
tbe poor People were really shocking to Eumanit}', and beyond the Power 
of lAngoage to describe — That Carlisle was become the Barrier, not a 
■ingle Individnal being beyond it — That every Stable and Hovel in the 
Town was crowded with miserable Refugees, who were reduced to a 
State of Beggary and Despair ; their Houses, Cattle and Harvest 
deatooyed ; and from a plendflil, independent People, they were become 
real Olgecta of Otarity and Commiseration — That it waa moat dismal 
to see the Streets filled with People, in whose Countenancaa might be 
discovered a Mixture of Grief, Madness and Despair ; and to hear, noir 
and then, the Sighs and Groans of Men, the disconsolate Lamentalioiu of 
Women, and the Screams of Children, who had lost their nearest and 
dearest B«latives : And thai on both Sides of the Sasquehannah, for some 
Htlea, the Woods were filled with poor Families, and their Cattle, who 
makeFirsB, and live like the Savages." — Penn. Gtu. No. 180S. 

Ezbact&om a MS. Letter, signature erased — Staunton, Jnly 26: — 

"Since the leduction of the Regiment, I have lived in the country, 
whicb enables me to enFbrm yr Ho" of some particulars, I think it is a 
duty Incumbent on me to do, I can assert that in eight years' service, I 
tiever knew such a general consternation as the lata irruption of ladiaria 
bu occaaiooed. Should they make a second attempt, I am assured tlic 
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country was filled with the wildest dismay. The 
people of Virginia betook themselves to their 
forts for refuge. Those of Pennsylvania, ill sup- 
plied with such asyluma, fled by thousands, and 
crowded in upon the older settlements. The rang- 
ing parties who visited the scene of devastatior. 
beheld, among the ruined farms and plantations, 
sights of unspeakable horror ; and discovered, in 
the depths of the forest, the half-consumed bodies 
of men and women, still bound fast to the trees, 
where they had peiished in the fiery torture.' 

Among the numerous war-parties which were 
now ravaging the borders, none was more destruc- 
tive than a band, about sixty in number, which 

coantiy will 'be laid desolate, which I attribute to the following reasons 
Tha sudden, great, and unexpected slaughter of the people ; tlieir being 
destitute of arms and amniunitioQ ; the country Lieut, being at a distance 
and not exerting himself, his orders are neglected; the must of the militia 
uffl(«rs being unQt persons, or unwilling, not to ss.y afraid to meet an 
Enemy; too busy with their harvest to run a risk in the field. The 
loliabilants left without protection, without a person to stead them, hare 
nothing to do but fly, aa the Indians are saring and caressing all tlie 
negroea tkey take i should it produce an insurrection, it may be attended 
with the moat serious consequences." 

' " To Col. Frandi Lte, or, in Au AUma, to Iht next Commanding Officer 
in Loudmm Counii/-" {Pom. Gia. No, 1805). 

" I examined the Express tliat brought tliis Letter fhim Winchester to 
Londonn County, and he informed me that he was employed as aa 
Express from Fort Cumberhuid to Winchester, which Place he left the 
4"" Instant, and that passing from the Fort to Wincheater, he aaw lying 
OD the Bead a Woman, who had been just scalped, and was then in th9 
Agonies of Death, with her Brains hanging over her Skull; his Com- 
panions made a Proposal to knock her on the Head, to pnt an End to her 
Agony, bat this Express apprehending the Indiana were near at Hand, 
and not thinking it safe to lose any Time, rode o£^ and left the poof 
Woman in the Situation they tonnd her." 

The circumstances referred to in the text are mentioned in several 
pamphlets of tha day, on the authority of James Smith, a prominent leader 
(rf the tangen. 
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ascended the Kenawha, and pursued its desolating 
course among the settlements about the sources of 
that river. They passed valley after valley, some- 
times attacking the inhabitants by surprise, and 
sometimes murdering them under the mask of 
friendship, untU they came to the little settlement 
of Greenbrier, where nearly a hundred of the 
people were assembled at the fortified house of 
Archibald Glendenning. Seeing two or three In- 
dians approach, v^hom they recognized as former 
acquaintances, they suffered them to enter without 
distrust ; but the new-comers were soon joined by 
others, until the entire party were gathered in and 
around the buildings. Some suspicion was now 
awakened ; and, in order to propitiate the danger- 
ous guests, they were presented with the carcass of 
an elk lately brought in by the hunters. They 
immediately cut it up, and began to feast upon 
it. The backwoodsmen, with their families, were 
assembled in one large room ; and finding them- 
selves mingled among the Indians, and embarrassed 
by the presence of the women and childi-en, they 
remained indecisive and irresolute. Meanwhile, an 
old woman, who sat in a comer of the room, and who 
had lately received some slight accidental injury, 
asked one of tlie warriors if he could cure the 
wound. He replied that he thought he could, and, 
to make good his words, killed her with his toma- 
hawk. This was the signal for a scene of general 
butchery. A few persons made their escape ; 
the rest were killed or captured. Glendenning 
snatched up one of his children, and rushed from 
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the liouee, but was shot dead as he leaped tiie 
fence. A negro woman gained a place of concetil 
nient, whither she was followed hy her screaming 
child; and, fearing leet the cries of the boy should 
betray her, she turned and killed him at a blow. 
Among the prisoners was the wife of Glendenning, 
a woman of a most masculine spirit, who, far from 
being ovei-powered by what she had seen, was 
excited to the extremity of rage, charged her cap- 
tora with treachery, cowardice, and ingratitude, and 
assailed them with a tempest of abuse. Neither 
the tomahawk, which they brandished over her 
head, nor the scalp of her murdered husband, with 
which they struck her in the face, could silence 
the undaunted virago. When the party began 
their retreat, bearing with them a great quantity 
of plunder packed on the horses they had stolen, 
Glendenning's wife, with her infant child, was 
placed among a long train of captives guarded 
before and behind by the Indians. As they defiled 
along a narrow path which led through a gap in the 
mountains, she handed the child to the woman 
behind her, and, leaving it to its fate,' slipped into 
the bushes and escaped. Being well acquainted 
with the woods, she succeeded, before nightfall, in 
reaching the spot where the ruins of her dwelling 
bad not yet ceased to burn. Here she sought out 
the body of her husband, and covered it with fence- 

1 Her absence was soon perceived, on whicH" one of the Indians 
lemorked that he would bring the cov back to her all, and, seizing Che 
child, forced It to scream violently. This proving ineffuctual, he daahed 
out its brains against a tree. Tliia was related by one of the CBptires wlio 
wai taken Co the Indian villages and ufterwarda redeemed. 
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rails, to protect it from the wolves. When her 
task was complete, and when night closed around 
her, the bold spiiit which had hitherto borne her 
up suddenly gave way. The recollection of the 
horrors she had witnessed, the presence of the dead, 
the darkness, the solitude, and the gloom of the 
surrounding forest, wrought upon her till her 
terror rose to ecstasy ; and she remained until 
daybreak, crouched among the bushes, haunted 
by the thi'eatening apparition of an armed man, 
who, to her heated imagination, seemed constantly 
approaching to murder her.' 

Some time after the butchery at Glendenning's 
house, an outrage was perpetrated, unmatched, in 
its fiend-like atrocity, through all the annals of the 
war. In a solitary place, deep within the settled 
limits of Pennsylvania, stood a small school-house, 
one of those rude structures of logs which, to this 
day, may be seen in some of the remote northern 
districts of New England. A man chancing to 
pass by was struck by the unwonted silence ; and, 
pushing open the door, he looked in. In the 
centre lay the master, scalped and lifeless, with a 
Bible clasped in his hand ; while around the room 
were strewn the bodies of his' pupils, nine in num- 
ber, miserably mangled, though one of them still 
retained a spark of life. It was afterwards known 
that the deed was committed by three or four war- 
riors from a village near the Ohio ; and it is but just 

1 Doddndge, Notet, 221. MS. NamMvt, WTitten by Colonel Stnwl 
from tbe relatioii of Gleodeiuuiig'a wife. 
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to observe that, when they returned home, theil 
conduct was disapproved by some of the tribe.' 

Page after page might be filled with records like 
these, for the letters and journals of the day are 
replete with narratives no less tragical. Districts 
were depopulated, and the progress of the country 
put back for years. Those small and scattered 
settlements which formed the feeble van of advanc- 
ing civilization were involved in general destruction, 
and the fate of one may stand for the fate of all. 
In many a woody valley of the Alleghanies, the 
axe and fire-brand of the settlers had laid a wide 
space open to the sun. Here and there, about the 
clearing, stood rough dwellings of logs, surrounded 
by enclosures and cornfields ; while, farther out 
towards the verge of the woods, the fallen trees 
Btill cumbered the ground. From the clay-built 
chimneys the smoke rose in steady columns against 
the dark verge of the forest ; and the afternoon 
sun, which brightened the tops of the mountains, 

^ Gordon, Hitt. Pom. Appendix. Bard, Natralim. 

"Several email parties went on to diflbrent parts of the settlement! : It 
happened that three of them, nbom I was well acquainted with, came 
from the neighborhood of where I waa taken from — they were joung 
fellows, perhaps none of them more than twenty years of age, — they 
came tc a school-faouse, where they murdered and scalped the muter, 
and all the scholan, except one, who eurrived after he was scalped, a boy 
■bout ten yean old, and a fall cousin of mice. I saw the Indians when 
tliey returned home with the scalps ; some of the old Indians were Tery 
much displeased at tlJem for killing to many chiidren, especially Nup- 
paugh-uAae, or Night Walker, an old chief, or half king, — he ascribed it 
to cowardice, which was the greatest affroot he could oSkt them." — 
U'Callongh, Narmtiet. 

ExtractfromananonymousLetter — PAiIiu/eipAia, August 80, 17M: 
" The Lad found alire in the School, and said to be since dead, la, I 
am informed, jet alive, and in a likely Way to recover." 
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had already left the valley in shadow. Before 
many hours elapsed, the night was lighted up with 
the glare of blazing dwellings, and the forest rang 
with the shrieks of the murdered inmates/ 

Among the records of that day's sufferings and 
disasters, iijne are more striking than the narratives 
of those whose lives were spared that they might 
be borne captive to the Indian villages. Exposed 
to the extremity of hardship, they were urged for- 
ward with the assurance of being tomahawked or 
burnt in case their strength should fail them. Some 
made their escape from the clutches of their tor- 
mentois ; but of these not a few found reason to 



* Exinct fiom K MS. Letter — JTioMai Creaap to Governor Sharpt: — 
" Old loTD, JnlT 16th, 1T«8. 
"Usj it pleaie y Excellency : 

"I take tblg opportunity in the heiglit of contHision to acquaint 70a 
with oar nnhappj bjhA mo«t wretched aituation at thia time, being in 
hourly ejrpectation of lieiog massacred by our barbarous and inhuman 
enemy the Indians, we liaving been three days successively attacked by 
them, viz. the ISth, 14th, and tliis instant. ... I have enclosed a list 
of the desolate men and women, and children who have fled to my house, 
which la enolceed by a small stockade for safety, by which you see what 
ft number of poor eonU, destitute of every oecessory of life, are here 
penned up, and likely to be butchered without immediate relief and 
assistance, and can expect nooe, unless from the provini^e to which they 
belong. I shall submit to your wiser judgment the best and most eCfeo 
tnal method for such relief, and shall conclude with hoping we shall have 

Extract fWim ft IjhObt — Frederick Tmim, July 19, 1768 {Pesa. Gas. 
Ko. 1807): — 

" Every Day, fiir some Time past, has offered the melancholy Scene 
of poor ^stressed Families driving downwards, through this Town, with 
tiieir "EifSecXa, who have deserted their Plantations, for Fear of falling into 
the cruel Bands of our Savage Enemies, now daily seen in the Woods. 
And never wai Panic more general or forcible thaji that of the Back 
Inhabitants, whose Terrors, at this Time, exceed wliat followed on tbi 
Deleat of General Braddook, when the Frontiers lay open to the Incu^ 
^ons of both Frraidi and Indian*." 
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repent their success, lost io a trackless wilderness, 
and perishing misei'ably from hunger and expos- 
ure. Such attempts could seldom he made in the 
neighborhood of the settlements. It was only 
when the party had penetrated deep into the forest 
that their vigilance began to relax, and their cap- 
tives were bound and guarded with less rigorous 
severity. Then, perhaps, when encamped by the 
side of some mountain brook, and when the war- 
riors lay lost in sleep around their fire, the prisoner 
would cut or bum asunder the cords that bound 
his wrists and ankles, and glide stealthily into the 
woods. With noiseless celerity he pursues his 
flight over the fallen trunks, through the dense 
undergrowth, and the thousand pitfalls and imped- 
iments of the forest ; now striking the rough, hard 
trunk of a tree, now tripping among the insidious 
network of vines and brambles. All is darkness 
around him, and through the black masses of 
foliage above he can catch but dubious and uncer- 
tain glimpses of the dull sky. At length, he can 
hear the gurgle of a neighboring brook ; and, turn- 
ing towards it, he wades along its pebbly channel, 
fearing lest the soft mould and rotten wood of 
the forest might retain traces enough to direct the 
bloodhound instinct of his pursuers. With the 
dawn of the misty and cloudy morning, he is still 
pushing on his way, when his attention is caught 
by the spectral figure of an ancient birch-tree, 
which, with its white bark hanging about it in 
tatters, seems wofully familiar to his eye. Among 
the neighboring bushes, a blue smoke curls faintly 



3,a,l,zc.bvG00gIe 



1768.] THE ESCAPED CAPTIVE. 93 

Upward ; and, to his horror and amazement, he 
recognizes the very fire from which he had fled a 
few hours before, and the piles of spruce boughs 
upon which the wamors heid slept. They have 
gone, however, and are ranging the forest, in keen 
pursuit of the fugitive, who, in his blind flight 
amid the darkness, had circled round to the very 
point whence he set out ; a mistake not uncommon 
with careless or inexperienced travellers in the 
woods. Almost in despair, he leaves the ill-omened 
spot, and directs his course eastward with greater 
care ; the bark of the trees, rougher and thicker on 
the northern side, furnishing a precarious clew for 
his guidance. Around and above him nothing can 
be seen but the same endless monotony of brown 
trunks and green leaves, closing him in with an 
impervious screen. He reaches the foot of a moun- 
tain, and toils upwards against the rugged declivity ; 
but when he stands on the summit, the view is still 
shut out by impenetrable thickets. High above 
them all shoots up the tall, gaunt stem of a blasted 
pine-tree ; and, in his eager longing for a view of 
the surrounding objects, he strains every muscle to 
ascend. Dark, wild, and lonely, the wilderness 
stretches around him, half hidden in clouds, half 
open to the sight, mountain and valley, crag and 
glistening stream ; but nowhere can he discern the 
trace of human hand or any hope of rest and har- 
borage. Before he can look for relief, league upon 
league must be passed, without food to sustain or 
weapon to defend him. He descends the moun- 
tain, forcing bis way through the undergrowth of 
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laurel-bnshes ; while the clouds sink lower, and a 
Btonn of sleet and rain descends upon the waste. 
Through such scenes, and under such exposures, 
he presses onward, sustaining life with the aid of 
roots and berries or the flesh of reptiles. Perhaps, 
in the last extremity, some party of Rangers find 
him, and bring him to a place of refuge ; perhaps, 
by his own efforts, he reaches some frontier post, 
where rough lodging and rough fare seem to him 
unheard-of luxury ; or perhaps, spent with fatigue 
and famine, he perishes in despair, a meagre ban- 
quet for the wolves. 

Within two or three weeks after the war had 
broken out, the older towns and settlements of 
Pennsylvania were crowded with refugees from the 
deserted frontier, reduced, in many cases, to the 
extremity of destitution.' Sermons were preached 
in their behalf at Philadelphia ; the religious soci- 
eties united for their relief, and liberal contributions 
were added by individuals. While private aid was 
thus generously bestowed upon the sufferers, the 
government showed no such promptness in arrest- 

1 Extract from t I.etter— Winchiter, Virginia, June 22d {Ptm. Gax. 
No. 1801): — 

"Lait Night I reached this Place. I hare been at Eort CnmberUnd 
several Days, but the Indians having killed nine People, and burnt aer- 
tnX Houaes near Fort Bedford, made me thinli it prudent to remove from 
tlioae Parte, from which, I aappose, near 500 Families ha»e nm away 
nithin this week. — I assure you it was a most melancholy Sight, to see 
•nch Numbers of poor People, who had abandoned their Settlements in 
such Consternation and Hurry, that they had hardly any thing with them 
but their Cliildren. And what is still worse, I dare say there is not Money 
enough amongst the whole Families to maintun a ^Ui Part of them tiU 
the Fall ; and none of the poor Creatures can get a Hovel to sheller thion 
from the Weather, but lie about fcattered in the Woods." 
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ing the public calamity. Early in July, Governor 
Hamilton had convoked the Assembly, and, repre- 
senting the distress of the borders, had urged them 
to take measures of defence.' But the provincial 
government of Pennsylvania was more conducive 
to prosperity in time of peace than to efficiency in 
time of war. The Quakers, who held a majority 
in the Assembly, were from principle and practice 
the reverse of warlike, and, regarding the Indiana 
with a blind partiality, were reluctant to take meas- 
ures against them. Proud, and with some reason, 
of the justice and humanity which had marked 
their conduct towards the Indian race, they had 
learned to regard themselves as its advocates and 
patrons, and their zeal was greatly sharpened by 
opposition and political prejudice. They now pre- 
tended that the accounts from the frontier were 
grossly exaggerated ; and, finding this ground 
untenable, they alleged, with better show of reason, 
that the Indians were driven into hostility by the 
ill-treatment of the proprietaries and their parti- 
sans. They recognized, however, the necessity of 
defensive measures, and accordingly passed a bill 
for raising and equipping a force of seven hundred 
men, to be composed of frontier farmers, and to be 
kept in pay only during the time of harvest. They 
were not to leave the settled parts of the province 
to engage in offensive operations of any kind, nor 
even to perform garrison duty ; their sole object 
being to enable the people to gather in their cropa 
nnmolested. 

' Vtieio/Auemb!!/,Y.259 
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This force was divided into numerous small 
detached parties, who were stationed here and 
there at farm-houses and hamlets on both sides of 
the Susquehanna, with orders to range the woods 
daily from post to post, thus forming a feeble chain 
of defence across the whole frontier. The two com- 
panies assigned to Lancaster County were placed 
under the command of a clergyman, John Elder, 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Paxton ; a 
man of worth and education, and held in great 
respect upon the borders. He discharged his mili 
tary functions with address and judgment, drawing 
a cordon of troops across the front of the county, 
and preserving the inhabitants free from attack fir 
a considerable time.' 

The feeble measures adopted by the Pennsyl- 
vania Assembly highly excited the wrath of Sir 
Jeffrey Amherst, and he did not hesitate to give his 
feelings an emphatic expression. " The conduct 
of the Pennsylvania legislature," he writes, "is 
altogether so infatuated and stupidly obstinate, that 
T want words to express my indignation thereat ; 

* Bztractfrom m MS. Letter — John Eldtr to Gootmor Patn: — 

" Puton, Uh Aogntt, 1768. 
"Sir: 

" The wrrice yonr Hon' wm pleaied to appoint me to, I have per- 
fcrmed tothe beat of mjrpoirer; tbo' not with niccega eqoftl to mj desires. 
Howerer, both companieB will, I itnagiae, be complete In a few days : 
there are now npwardi of SO men in each, exclusive of officers, who are 
now and hare been employed since their enlistment in inch service as is 
ttuiught most safe and enconraging to the Fronder inhabitant*, who are 
here and eveiywhere else in the back conntriee quite tank and dispirited, 
M that it's to be ftared that on any attack of the enemy, a conaidentble 
part of the conntrj will be evacuated, as all seem inclinable to seek safhtj 
rather in flight than in opposing the Savage Foe." 
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but the colony of Virginia, I hope, will have the 
honor of not only driving the enemy from its own 
settlements, but that of protecting those of its 
neighbors who have not spirit to defend them- 
selves." 

Virginia did, in truth, exhibit a vigor and activity 
not unworthy of praise. Unlike Pennsylvania, she 
had the advantage of an existing militia law ; and 
the House of Burgesses was neither embarrassed 
by scruples against the shedding of blood, nor by 
any peculiar tenderness towards the Indian race. 
The House, however, was not immediately sum- 
moned together ; and the governor and council, 
without waiting to consult the Burgesses, called 
out a thousand of the militia, five hundred of 
whom were assigned to the command of Colonel 
Stephen, and an equal number to that of Major 
Lewis.' The presence of these men, most of whom 
were woodsmen and hunters, restored order and 
confidence to the distracted borders ; and the inhabi 
tanfcs, before pent up in their forts, or flying before 
the enemy, now took the field, in conjunction with 
the militia. Many severe actions were fought, but 
it seldom happened that the Indians could stand 
their ground against the border riflemen. The 
latter were uniformly victorious until the end of 
'the summer ; when Captains Moffat and Phillips, 
with sixty men, were lured into an ambuscade, and 
routed, with the loss of half their number. A few 
weeks after, they took an ample revenge. Learn- 
ing by their scouts that more than a hundred 

> Sparks, ffWinj* of Waakingtim, II, MO. 
TOt. II. 7 

Doiizccb, Google 
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waniora were encamped near Jackson's River, 
preparing to attack the settlements, they advanced 
secretly to the spot, and set upon them with such 
fury that the whole party broke away and fled ; 
leaving weapons, provisions, articles of dress, and 
implements of magic, in the hands of the victors. 
Meanwhile the frontier people of Pennsylvania, 
finding that they coiild hope for little aid from 
government, bestirred themselves with admirable 
spirit in their own defence. The march of Bou- 
quet, and the victory of Bushy Bun, caused a 
temporary lull in the storm, thus enabling some of 
the bolder inhabitants, who had fled to Shippens- 
burg, Carlisle, and other places of refuge, to return 
to their farms, where they determined, if possible, 
to remain. With this resolution, the people of the 
Great Cove, and the adjacent valleys beyond Ship- 
pensbui^, raised among themselves a small body 
of riflemen, which they placed under the com- 
mand of James Smith ; a man whose resolute and 
daring character, no less than the native vigor of 
bis intellect, gave him great popularity and influ- 
ence with the borderers. Having been, for several 
years, a prisoner among the Indians, he was 
thoroughly acquainted with their mode of fight 
ing. He trained his men in the Indian tactics and 
discipline, and directed them to assume the dress 
of warriors, and paint their faces red and black, 
so that, in appearance, they were hardly distin- 
guishable from the enemy.' Thus equipped, they 

< PtHtion oftht Inhabitanti of the Great Cam. Smith, iVomKiM. Thli 
m ■ bigblj' inlereadng icconnt of tbs writar'a rwptiTiCr among the IndJuii, 
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scoured the woods in front of the settlements, had 
various skirmishea with the enemy, and discharged 
their difficult task with such success that the inhabi- 
tants of the neighborhood were not again driven 
horn their homes. 

The attacks on the Pennsylvania frontier were 
known to proceed, in great measure, from several 
Indian villages, situated high up the west branch 
of the Susquehanna, and inhabited by a debauched 
rabble composed of various tribes, of whom the 
most conspicuous were Delawai-es. To root out 
this nest of banditti would be the moat effectual 
means of protecting the settlements, and a hundred 
and ten men offered themselves for the enterprise. 
They marched about the end of August; but on 
their way along the banks of the Susquehanna^ 
they encountered fifty warriors, advancing against 
the borders. The Indians had the first fire, and 
drove in the van-guard of the white men. A hot 
fight ensued. The warriors fought naked, painted 
black from head to foot ; so that, as they leaped 
among the trees, they seemed to their opponents 
like demons of the forest. They were driven 
back with heavy loss ; and the volunteers returned 
in triumph, though without accomplishing the 

and his AdTentares during BeTeral succeetliiig jean. In the war of the 
ReTolution, he acted the part of a zealous patriot. He'lired until the year 
1812, aboot which time, the western Indians haring broken out into hoi- 
tilitj, he gaie bii country the benefit of his ample experience, by pub- 
lishing k treatJBe on tiie Indian mode of warGire. In Kentucky, where he 
fpent the latter part of his life, he was much respected, and several timea 
dected totbe legislature. This nairatiTe maybe fonndin Drake's 7^ig» 
£a ofAe WSdernem, and in sereral other similar collections. 
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object of the expedition; for which, indeed, their 
numbers were scarcely adequate.' 

Within a few weeks after their return. Colonel 
Armstrong, a veteran partisan of the French war, 
raised three hundred men, the best in Cumberland 
County, with a view to the effectual destruction of 
the Susquehanna villages. Leaving their rendez- 
vous at the crossings of the Juniata, about the first 
of October, they arrived on the sixth at the Great 
Island, high up the west branch. On or near this 
island were situated the principal villages of the 
enemy. But the Indians had vanished, abandon- 
ing their houses, their cornfields, their stolen horses 
and cattle, and the accumulated spoil of the settle- 
mfints. Leaving a detachment to burn the towns 
and lay waste the fields, Armstrong, with the main 
body of his men, followed close on the trail of the 
fugitives ; and, pursuing them through a rugged and 
difficult country, soon arrived at another village, 
thirty miles above the former. His scouts informed 
him that the place was full of Indians ; and his men, 
forming a circle around it, rushed in upon the cabins 
at a given signal. The Indians were gone, hav- 
ing stolen away in such haste that the hominy 
and . bear's meat, prepared for their meal, were 
found smoking upon their dishes of birch-bai-k. 
Having burned the place to the ground, the 
party returned to the Great Island ; and, rejoining 
their companions, descended the Susquehanna, 
reaching Fort Augusta in a wretched condition, 

> Pom Ou. No. 181L 



^lailizccbvGoOglc 



1768,001.] UA8SACRE OF WTOHINO. 101 

fetigtied, balf famished, and quarrellmg among 
themselves.' 

Scarcely were they returned, when another expe- 
dition was set on foot, in which a portion of them 
were persuaded to take part. During the previous 
year, a body of settlers from Connecticut had pos- 
sessed themselves of the valley of Wyoming, on 
the east bnmch of the Susquehanna, in defiance of 
the government of Pennsylvania, and to the great 
displeasure of the Indians. The object of the 
expedition was to remove these settlers, and destroy 
their com and provisions, which might otherwise 
fall into the hands of the enemy. The party, com 
posed chiefly of volunteers from Lancaster County, 
set out from Harris's Ferry, under the command of 
Major Clayton, and reached Wyoming on the seven- 
teenth of October. They were too late. Two days 
before their arrival, a massacre had been perpe- 
trated, the fitting precursor of that subsequent 
scene of blood which, embalmed in the poetic 
romance of Campbell, has made the name of Wy- 
oming a household word. The settlement was a 
pile of ashes and cinders, and the bodies of its 
miserable inhabitants offered frightful proof of the 
cruelties inflicted upon them.' A large war-party 
had fallen upon the place, killed and carried off 
more than twenty of the people, and driven the rest, 

> Pam. Gax. No*. 1816-1818. MS. LetWr— Graydan ta Bird, Ooto- 
tMrl2. 

> BitractfroraaMS. Letter — Parten, October 28: — 

" The woman wu routed, and had two hingeg in her handi, miqjoaed 
to te pnt la red hot, »od Beveral of the men htA airli thmit into tbei» 
^08, utd ipean, uroiri, pitchfbrkg, etc., iticking in their bodiet." 
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men, women, and children, in terror to the moun- 
tains. Gaining a point which commanded the 
whole expanse of the valley below, the fugitives 
looked back, and saw the smoke rolling up in 
volumes from their burning homes ; while the 
Indians could be discerned roaming about in 
quest of plunder, or feasting in groups upon the 
slaughtered cattle. One of the principal settlers, a 
man named Hopkins, was separated from the rest, 
and driven into the woods. Finding himself closely 
pursued, he crept into the hollow trunk of a fallen 
tree, while the Indians passed without observing him. 
They soon returned to the spot, and ranged the sur- 
rounding woods like hounds at fault ; two of them 
approaching so near, that, as Hopkins declared, he 
could hear the bullets rattle in their pouches. The 
search was unavaiUng ; but the fugitive did not ven- 
ture frobi his place of concealment until extreme 
hunger forced him to return to the ruined settle- 
ment in search of food. The Indians had aban- 
doned it some time before ; and, having found means 
to restore his exhausted strength, he directed his 
course towards the settlements of the Delaware, 
which he reached after many days of wandeiing.' 
Having buried the dead bodies of those who had 
fidlen in the massacre, Clayton and his party 
returned to the settlements. The .Quakers, who 
seemed resolved that they would neither defend 
the people of the frontier nor allow them to defend 
themselves, vehemently inveighed against the several 

1 MS. Elder Paptri. Chap^iui, Hist. Wgomitig, TO. Miner, Hi^ 
Wyamng, 58. 
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expeditions up the Susquehanna, and denounced 
them a3 soditious and murderous. Urged by their 
blind prejudice in favor of the Indians, they 
insisted that the bands of the Upper Susquehanna 
were friendly to the English ; whereas, with the sin- 
gle exception of a few Moravian converts near Wy- 
oming, who had not been molested by the whites, 
there could be no rational doubt that these savages 
nourished a rancorous and malignant hatred against 
the province. But the Quakers, removed by their 
Bituation from all fear of the tomahawk, securely 
vented their spite against the borderers, and dog- 
gedly closed their ears to the truth.' Meanwhile, 
the people of the frontier besieged the Assembly 
with petitions for relief ; but little heed was given 
to their complaints. 

Sir Jeffrey Amherst had recently resigned his 
office of commander-in-chief; and General' Gage, a 
man of less efficiency than his predecessor, was 
appointed to succeed him. ' Immediately before his 
departure for England, Amherst had reluctantly 
condescended to ask the several provinces for 
troops to march against the Indians early in the 
spring, and the first act of Gage was to confirm 
this requisition. New York was called upon to 
furnish fourteen hundred men, and New Jersey six 

It hu olraad; been itated that th« Qunkere were confined to the 
nitem parts of the prorince. That their oecurit; was owing to their 
local utuation, rather than to the kind feeling of the Indians towards 
fliem, is shown hy the &ot, tliat, of the terj few of Iheir number irho 
liTedineipoaedpositiODs. several were killed. One of them io particular, 
John Fincher, seeing his house about to be attacked, went out to meet 
the warriors, declared that he was a Quaker, and begged for ntercj. The 
Indians laughed, and struck him dead with a tomahawk. 
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hundred.' The demand was granted, on condition 
that the New England provinces should also con- 
tribute a just proportion to the general defence. 
This condition was complied with, and the troops 
were raised. 

Pennsylvania had been required to furnish a 
thousand men ; but in this q^uarter many difficulties 
intervened. The Assembly of the province, never 
prompt to vote supplies for military purposes, 
was now embroiled in that obstinate quarrel with 
the proprietors, which for years past had clogged 
all the wheels of government. The proprietora 
insisted on certain pretended rights, which the 
Assembly strenuously opposed ; and the governors, 
who represented tte proprietary interest, were 
bound by imperative instructions to assert these 
claims, in spite of all opposition. On the present 
occasion; the chief point of dispute related to the 
taxation of the proprietary estates ; the governor, 
in conformity with his instructions, demanding that 

1 MS. Gage Papen. 

Eitraet trom a MS. Letter — WiSlam Smith, Jr., to : — 

« N<T Tork. 3Zd Hot. 1788. 

" la not Mr. Amherat the Ijappiest of men to get out of this Troub1« 
to seasonably? At Inst he was obliged to submit, to give the deipiaed 
IndiADS so great a mark of h:a Consideration, as to confess he could not . 
defend us, and \o make a requisition of 1400 ProriDcials by the Spring — 
600 more lie demands from New Jersey. Our People refiised all but a 
few for immediate Defence, conceiving that all the Northern Coloniea 
ought to contribute equally, aod upon an apprehension that he baa called 
fbr loo insufficient an aid. . . . 

" la not Gage to be pitied ! The war will be a tedious one, nor can II 
be glorious, evea tho' attended with Success. Instead of decisiTe Battle*, 
woodland gkirmighes — instead of Colours and Cannon, our Trophies (riU 
he stinking scalps. — Heaven preserve you. my Friend, from a War cod- 
dueled by a spirit of Murder rather than of brave and generous oKuG«.'* 
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they should be assessed at a lower rate than other 
lands of equal value in the province. The Assem- 
bly stood their ground, and refused to remove the 
obnoxious clauses in the supply bill. Message 
after message passed between the House aad the 
governor; mutual recrimination ensued, and ill 
blood was engendered. The frontiers might have 
been left to their misery but for certain events 
which, during the winter, threw the whole province 
into disorder, and acted like magic on the minds of 
the stubborn legislators. 

These events may be ascribed, in some degree, 
to the renewed activity of the enemy; who, during 
a great part of the autumn, had left the borders 
in comparative quiet. As the winter closed in, 
their attacks became more frequent ; and districts, 
repeopled during the intei-val of calm, were again 
made desolate. Again the valleys were illumined 
by the flames of burning houses, and families fled 
shivering through the biting air of the winter night, 
while the fires behind them shed a ruddy glow 
upon the snow-covered mountains. The scouts, 
who on Buowshoes explored the track of the ma- 
rauders, found the bodies of their victims lying in 
the forest, stripped naked, and frozen to marble 
hardness. The distress, wrath, and terror of the 
borderers produced results Buf&ciently remarkable 
to deserve a separate examination. 
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THE mDIASa BAISE THE SIEGE OF B&TBOIT. 

I RETORN to the long-forgotten garrison of Detroit, 
which was left still beleaguered by an increasing 
multitude of savages, and disheartened by the de- 
feat of Captain Dalzell's detachment. The schoon- 
er, so boldly defended by her crew against a force 
of more than twenty times their number, braught 
to the fort a much-needed supply of provisions. 
It was not, however, adequate to the wants of the 
garrison ; and the whole were put upon the shortest 
possible allowance. 

It was now the end of September. The Indians, 
with unexampled pertinacity, had pressed the siege 
since the beginning of May; but at length their 
constancy began to fail. The tidipgs had reached 
them that Major Wilkins, with a strong force, was 
on his way to Detroit. They feared the consequen- 
ces of an attack, especially as their ammunition was 
almost exhausted ; and, by this time, most of them 
were inclined to sue for peace, as the easiest mode 
of gaining safety for themselves, and at the same 
time lulling the English into security.' They 

> HS. Letter —a^tDJatuon, Dm. 26, 1768. Pom. Got. No. 1827. 
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thought that by this means they might retire 
unmolested to their wintering grounds, and renew 
the war with good hope of success in the spring. 

Accordingly, on the twelfth of October, "Wapo- 
comoguth, great chief of the Mississaiigas. a branch 
of the Ojibwas, living within the present limits of 
Upper Canada, came to the fort with a pipe of 
peace. He began his speech to Major Gladwyn, 
with the glaring falsehood that he and his people 
had always been friends of the English. They 
were now, he added, anxious to conclude a formal 
treaty of lasting peace and amity. He next de- 
clared that he had been sent as deputy by the 
Pottawattamies, Ojibwas, and Wyandots, who had 
instructed him to say that they sincerely repented 
of their bad conduct, asked forgiveness, and 
humbly begged for peace. Gladwyn perfectly 
understood the hoUowness of these professions, but 
the circumstances in which he was placed made it 
expedient to listen to their overtures. His garrison 
was threatened with famine, and it was impossible 
to procure provisions while completely surrounded 
by hostile Indians. He therefore replied, that, 
though he was not empowered to grant peace, he 
would still consent to a truce. The Mississauga 
deputy left the fort with this reply, and Gladwyn 
immediately took advantage of this lull in the 
storm to collect provisions among the Canadians ; 
an attempt in which he succeeded so well that the 
fort was soon furnished with a tolerable supply far 
the winter 
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The Ottawas alone, animated by Pontiac, had re- 
fused to ask for peace, and still persisted in a course 
of petty hostilities. They fired at intervals on the 
English foraging parties, until, on the thirty-first 
of October, an unexpected blow was gireo to the 
hopes of their great chief. French messengers 
came to Detroit with a letter from M. Neyon, com- 
mandant of Fort Chartres, the principal post in 
the Illinois country. This letter was one of those 
which, on demand of General Amherst, Neyon, 
with a very bad grace, had sent to the different 
Indian tribes. It assured Pontiac that he could 
expect no assistance from the French ; that they 
and the English were now at peace, and regarded 
each other as brothers ; and that the Indians had 
better abandon hostilities which could lead to no 
good result' The emotions of Pontiac at receiving 
this message may be conceived. His long-cherished 
hopes of assistance from the French were swept 
away at once, and he saw himself and his people 
thrown back upon their own slender resources. 
His cause was lost. At least, there was no present 
hope for him but in dissimulation. True to his 
Indian nature, he would put on a mask of peace, 
and bide his time. On the day after the arrival 
of the message from Neyon, Gladwyn wrote as 
follows to Amherst : " This moment I received a 
message from Pondiac, telling me that he should 
send to all the nations concerned in the war to 

u la tiatiow dt la BoKi Bm>rt 
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bury the hatchet ; and he hopes your Excellency 
will forget what has passed." ' 

Having soothed the English commander with 
these hollow overtures, Pontiac withdrew with 
Bome of his chiefs to the Maumee, to stir up the 
Indians in that quarter, and renew the war in 
the spring. 

About the middle of November, not many days 
after Pontiac's departure, two friendly Wyandot 
Indians from the ancient settlement at Lorette, near 
Quebec, crossed the river, and asked admittance 
into the fort. One of them then unslung his pow- 
der-horn, and, taking out a false bottom, disclosed 
a closely folded letter, which he g^ve to Major 
Gladwyn. The letter was from Major Wilkiaa, 

1 The following ii Pontfac'e meas^e to GlaJwyn, written fbr him bj 
aCanadian: "MonFrfere, — La Parole que njon fire m'a envoyte, pour 
IsiTe la pail, je I'aJ accept^, toug nos jeunee gene ont enterrf leurH Casse- 
tfitaB. Je pease que tu oublieras les mauvaiaes choeea qui sont paasiSes il 
J a long-temps ; do laktae j'oahUeru ce que tu peux ra'avoir &it pour ne 
penier qae de bonnes, moi, les Sanlteurg {Ojihioas), les Uurona, noua 
devons t'aller parler quand Cu nous demanderas. Faie moi la n^ponse. 
Je t'euToyeB oe conseil ( Q. collier f ) afln que tu le voyes. Si tu e» bien 
comine moi, tu me ferta r^ponae. Je te soufaaite le bonjour.' 

(Sign^) "POHDIAC. 

Gladwyn's answer is also in French. He says that he will commii. 
lucate the message to the General ; and doubts not that if he, Puutioc, is 
fruB to his words, all will be well. 

The foDowing is from the letter in which Gladw^ announces the 
OTBrtorea of peace to Amherst (Detroit, Not. 1); "Yesterday M. Do- 
quindre. a volunteer, arrived with despatches from the Commandant of 
the Ulinois, copies of which I enclose you. . . . The Indians are pressing 
for peace. ... I don't imagine there will be any danger of their hreaking 
ont agtun, provided some examples are made of our good suhjecta, the 
French, who set them on. . . . They have lost between 80 and SO of 
their best warriors ; but if y' Excellency still intends to punish them j^ 
ther for their harbarities, il may eamly be done tuilhoid any expense to Iht 
Cnmn, by penaUiiiy a Jrettcde of run, which wiit de^trog them mare effectaally 
lka*,firt and taard." 
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and contained the disastrous news that the detach- 
ment under his command had been overtaken by 
a storm, that many of tlie boats had been wrecked, 
that seventy men had perished, that all the stores 
and ammunition had been destroyed, and the 
detachment forced to return to Niagara. This 
intelligence had an eiFect upon the garrison which 
rendered the prospect of the cold and cheerless 
winter yet more dreary and forlorn. 

The summer had long since drawn to a close, 
and the verdant landscape around Detroit had 
undergone an ominous transformation. Touched 
by the first October frosts, the forest glowed like ft 
bed of tulips ; and, all along the river bank, thw 
painted foliage, brightened by the autumnal sun, 
reiiected its mingled colors upon the dark water 
below. The western wind was fraught with life 
and exhilaration ; and in the clear, sharp air, the 
form of the fish-hawk, sailing over the distant 
headland, seemed almost within range of the 
sportsman's gun. 

A week or two elapsed, and then succeeded that 
gentler season which bears among us the name of 
the Indian summer ; when a light haze rests upou 
the morning landscape, and the many-colored woods 
seem wrapped in the thin drapery of a veil ; when 
the air ia mild and calm as that of early June, and 
at evening the sun goes do^vn amid a warm, volup- 
tuous beauty, that may well outrival the softest 
tints of Italy. But through all the still and breath- 
less afternoon the leaves have fallen fast in the 
woods, like flakes of snow ; and every thing hetokens 
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that the last melancholy change is at hand. And, 
in truth, on the morrow the sky is overspread with 
cold and stormy clouds ; and a raw, piercing wind 
blows angrily from the north-east. The shivering 
sentinel quickens his step along the rampart, and 
the half-naked Indian folds his tattered blanket 
close around him. The shrivelled leaves are blown 
from the trees, and soon the gusts are whistling and 
howling amid gray, naked twigs and mossy branches. 
Here and there, indeed, the beech-tree, as the wind 
sweeps among its rigid boughs, shakes its pale 
assemblage of crisp and rustling leaves. The pines 
and firs, with their rough tops of dark evergreen, 
bend and moan in the wind ; and the crow caws 
sullenly, as, struggling against the gusts, he flaps 
his black wings above the denuded woods. 

The vicinity of Detroit was now almost aban- 
doned by its besiegers, who had scattered among 
the forests to seek sustenance through the winter 
for themselves and their families. Unlike the 
buffalo-hunting tribes of the western plains, they 
could not at this season remain together in large 
bodies. The comparative scarcity of game forced 
them to separate into small bands, or even into 
single families. Some steered their canoes far 
northward, across Lake Huron ; while others turned 
westward, and struck into the great wilderness of 
Michigan. Wandering among forests, bleak, cheer 
less, and choked with snow, now famishing with 
want, now cloyed with repletion, they passed the 
dull, cold winter. The chase yielded their only 
Hubsistence ; and the slender lodges, borne on the 
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backs of the squaws, were their only shelter. 
Encamped at intervals by the margin of eome 
frozen lake, surrounded by all that ia most stem 
and dreary in the aspects of nature, they were sub- 
jected to every hardship, and endured all with 
stubborn stoicism. Sometimes, during the frosty 
night, they were gathered in groups about the 
flickering lodge-fire, listening to traditions of their 
forefathers, and wild tales of magic and incanta- 
tion. Perhaps, before the season was past, some 
bloody feud broke out among them ; perhaps they 
were assailed by their ancient enemies the Dahco- 
tali ; or perhaps some sinister omen or evil dream 
spread more terror through the camp than the 
presence of an actual danger would have awakened. 
With the return of spring, the scattered parties 
once more united, and moved towards Detroit, to 
indulge their unforgotten hati'ed against the Eng- 
lish. 

Detroit had been the central point of the Indian 
operations ; its capture had been their favorite pro- 
ject; around it they had concentrated their greatest 
force, and the failure of the attempt proved disas- 
trous to their cause. Upon the Six Nations, more 
especially, it produced a marked effect. The 
friendly tribes of this confederacy were confirmed 
in their friendship, while the hostile Senecas began 
to lose heart. Availing himself of this state of 
things. Sir William Johnson, about the middle 
of the winter, persuaded a number of Six Nation 
warriors, by dint of git^s and promises, to go out 
against the enemy. He stimulated their zeal by 
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offering rewards of fifty dollars for the heads of the 
two principal Delaware chiefs.' Two hundred of 
them, accompanied by a few provincials, left the 
Oneida country during the month of February, and 
directed their course southward. They had beeu 
out but a few days, when they found an encamp- 
ment of forty Delawares, commanded by a formid- 
able chief, known as Captain Bull, who, with his 
warriors, was on his way to attack the settlements. 
They surrounded the camp undiscovered, during 
the night, and at dawn of day raised the war-whoop 
and rushed in. The astonished Delawares had no 
time to snatch their arms. They were all made 
prisoners, taken to Albany, and thence sent down 
to New York, where they were conducted, under 
a strong guard, to the common jail ; the mob 
crowding round them as they passed, and admir- 
ing the sullen ferocity of their countenances. Not 
long after this success. Captain Montour, with a 
party of provincials and Six Nation warriors, 
destroyed the town of Kanestio, and other hostile 
villages, on the upper branches of the Susque- 
hanna. This blow, inflicted by supposed friends, 

> EitmotfromaMS. Letter — Sir IT. Jbfcuon to — — : — 
" For God's Sake exert youraelTes like Hen whoae Hodout t eTSr; 
tblog dear to them it now at stake i the General has great Expectations 
from the aaccesa of your Party, ft indeed so bare all People here, A I 
hope they will not be mistaken, — in Order to Bnconrajce your party 
I will, out of ray own Pocket, pay to any of the Fart^ 60 Dollars for the 
Head Men of the Dekwares there, viz., Onuperaquedra, and 60 Dollarf 

more for the Head of Long Coat, alias , in which case they must 

either bring them alive or their whole Heads ; the Money shall be paid to 
the Man who takes or brings me them, or their Heads, — this I would 
hare yon tell to the Head men of the Party, m it will make them mor* 
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produced more effect upon the enemy than greater 
reverses would have done, if encountered at the 
hands of the English alone.' 

The calamities which overwhelmed the borders 
of the middle provinces were not unfelt at the 
south. It was happy for the people of the Caro- 
linas that the Cherokees, who had broken out 
against them three years before, had at that time 
received a chastisement which they could never 
forget, and from which they had not yet begun to 
recover. They were thus compelled to remain 
comparatively quiet; while the ancient feud be- 
tween them and the northern tribes would, under 
any circumstances, have prevented their uniting 
with the latter. The contagion of the war reached 
them, however, and they perpetrated numerous 
murders; while the neighboring nation of the 
Creeks rose in open hostility, and committed 
formidable ravages. Towards the north, the In- 
dian tribes were compelled, by their position, to 
remain tranquil, yet they showed many signs of 
uneasiness ; and those of I^ova Scotia caused great 
alarm, by mustering in large bodies in the neigh- 
borhood of Halifas. The excitement among them 
was temporary, and they dispersed without attempt- 
ing mischief. 
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THE PAXTOTT MEN. 



Along the thinly settled borders, two thousand 
persons had been killed, or carried off, and nearly 
an equal number of families driven from their 
homes.' The frontier people of Pennsylvania, 
goaded to desperation by long-continued suffering, 
were divided between rage against the Indians, and 
resentment against the Quakers, who had yielded 
them cold sympathy and inefficient aid. The hor- 
ror and fear, grief and fury, with which these men 
looked upon the mangled remains of friends and 
relatives, set language at defiance. They were of 
a rude and hardy stamp, hunters, scouts, rangers, 
Indian traders, and backwoods farmers, who had 
grown up with arms in their hands, and been 

' Sitract froma MS. Letter — George Croghanle the Board ofTraJe: 
' " Thej can with preat ease enter our coloniei, and cut off oar frontier 
Wttlementa, and thereby lay waste a large tract of country, which Indeed 
ttiey have effected in the space of fonr months, in Yirginia, Maryland, 
Pennaylvania, and the Jeneys, on whose frontiers tiiey have WllBd and 
captivated not less than two thousand of his Majesty's sulgeoti, and drore 
aonte thousands to beggary and the greatest distress, besides boming to 
Hie ground nine ibrtt oc blockhouses in the country, and killing • niunbet 
of his M^'esty'a troops and traders." 
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trained under all the influences of the warlike 
frontier. They fiercely complained that they were 
interposed &a a barrier between the rest of the 
prOTuice and a ferocious enemy ; and that they were 
sacrificed to the safety of men who looked with 
indifference on their miseries, and lost no oppor- 
tunity to extenuate and smooth away the cruelties 
of their destroyers.^ They declared that tlie 
Quakers would go farther to befriend a murder- 
ing Delaware than to succor a fellow-countryman ; 
that they loved red blood better than white, and a 
pagan better than a Presbyterian. The Pennsyl 
Tania borderers were, as we have seen, chiefly 
the descendanta of Presbyterian emigrants from the 
north of Ireland. They had inherited some por- 
tion of their forefathers' sectarian zeal, which, 
while it did nothing to soften the barbarity of their 
manners, served to inflame their animosity against 
the Quakers, and added bitterness to their just 
complaints. It supplied, moreover, a convenient 
sanction for the indulgence of their hatred and 
vengeance ; for, in the general turmoil of their pas- 
sions, fanaticism too was awakened, and they inter 
preted the command that Joshua should destroy 

' 'Extract trora the Dedaralion of Laxana SiaBort : — 
" Did we not' brave the summer's heat and the winter's cold, and the 
savage tomahawk, while the Inhabitants of Philadelphia, FhiladelpIuR 
county, Bucks, and Chester, ' ate, drank, and were merry ' 1 

" If a white man kill an Indian, it is a murder &r exceeding any crims 
npon record ; he must not be tried in the county where he Uvea, or where 
the o&nce wa> committed, but in Philadelphia, that he may be tried, 
convicted, sentenced and hnng without delay. If an Indian kill a white 
man, it was the act of an ignorant Heathen, perhaps in lijaor ; alas, poor 
It t be ia sent to the Jriendlg Indiara that he may be made a Ckria- 
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the heathea * into an injunctioii that the; should 
exterminate the Indians. 

The prevailing excitement was not confined to 
the vulgar. Even the clergy and the chief magis- 
trates shared it ; and while they lamented the excess 
of the popular resentment, they maintained that 
the general complaints were founded in justice. 
Viewing all the circumstances, it is not greatly to 
be wondered at that some of the more violent class 
were inflamed to the commission of atrocities which 
bear no very favorable comparison with those of 
the Indians themselves. 

It is not easy for those living in the tranquillity 
of poUshed life fully to conceive the depth and 
force of that unquenchable, indiscriminate hate, 
which Indian outrages can awaken in those who 
have suffered them. The chronicles of the Amer- 
ican borders are filled with the deeds of men, who, 
having lost all by the merciless tomahawk, have 
lived for vengeance alone ; and such men will never 
cease to exist so long as a hostile tribe remains 
within striking distance of an American settlement* 
Never was this hatred more deep or more general 
than on the Peonsylvania frontier at this period ; 
and never, perhaps, did so many collateral causes 
unite to inflame it to madness. It was not long 
in finding a vent. 

Near the Susquehanna, and at no great distance 

1 ■' And vhen the Lord thj Qod ehall deliver them before thee, thon 
•halt smite them, utd utterly deatroj them ; tfaon shalt make no corenant 
with them, nor ihoir mercy onto them." — Deutavnomg, vii. 2. 

* So promismg a theme has not escaped the notice of aovelisls, and it 
bu been adopted hj Dr. Bird in hia ipirited ttory otNid! a/tJu Woodt. 
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from the town of Lancaster, was a spot known as 
the Manor of Conestoga; where a small band of 
Indians, speaking the Iroquois tongue, had been 
seated since the first settlement of the province. 
William Penn had Tlsited and made a treaty with 
them, which had been confirmed by several suc- 
ceeding governors, so that the band had always 
remained on terms of friendship with the English. 
Yet, like other-Indian communities in the neighbor- 
hood of the whites, they had dwindled in numbers 
and prosperity, until they were reduced to twenty 
persons ; who inhabited a cluster of squalid cabins, 
and lived by beggary and the sale of brooms, 
baskets, and wooden ladles, made by the women. 
The men spent a small part of their time in hunt- 
ing, and lounged away the rest in idleness. In 
the immediate neighborhood, they were commonly 
regarded as harmless vagabonds ; but elsewhere a 
more unfavorable opinion w^s entertained, and they 
were looked upon as secretly abetting the enemy, 
acting as spies, giving shelter to scalping-parties, 
and even aiding tliem in their depredations. That 
these suspicions were not wholly unfounded ia 
shown by a conclusive mass of evidence, though it 
is probable that the treachery was confined to one 
or two individuals.' The exasperated frontiersmen 
were not in a mood to discriminate, and the inno- 
cent were destined to share the fate of the guilty.* 

> Sm Appentlix, B. 

* For u) account of the ConeitogalndlaiiB, Me P0».ffi«l.<M.S9Q. tt 
ia extremely probaUe, u thoiTn by Mr. Shea, that tbey wme the rem 
nant of the fbnnidable people called Andaitea, who spoke a iialect of ^m 
Iroqucni, bat were deadlj enemiei of the Iroquou proper, or Five Na^oiii, 
b7 whom they wera nearly deitniyed about the fear 1672. 
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On the east bank of the Susquehanna, at some 
distance above Conestoga, stood the little town of 
Paxton ; a place which, since the French war, had 
occupied a position of extreme exposure. In the 
year 1755 the Indians had burned it to the ground, 
killing many of the Inhabitants, and reducing the 
rest to poverty. It had since been rebuilt ; but ita 
tenants were the relatives of those who had per- 
ished, and the bitteraess of the recollection was 
enhanced by the sense of their own more recent 
sufferings. Mention has before been made of John 
Elder, the Presbyterian ministei* of this place ; a 
man whose worth, good sense, and superior educa- 
tion gave him the character of counsellor and 
director throughout the neighborhood, and caused 
him to be known and esteemed even in Philadel- 
phia. His position was a peculiar one. From the 
rough pulpit of his little church, he had often 
preached to an assembly of armed, men, while 
scouts and sentinels were stationed without, to give 
warning of the enemy's approach.' The men of 
Paxton, under the auspices of their pastor, formed 
themselves into a body of rangers, who became 
noted for their zeal and efficiency in defending the 
borders. One of their principal leaders was Mat- 
thew Smith, a man who had influence and popu- 



1 On one occasion, a body of Indiniu approached Faztoa on Suuday, 
■nd Bent forward one of their number, wbom the EngUsh sapposed to b« 
a ftiend, to reconnoitre. The apj reported that every man in the church, 
including the preacher, had a rifle at hia side; upon which the enemy 
withdreir, and aatiBfled tbemeelveB with buniing a few house* In the 
aeigbborhood. The papers of Mr. Elder were Buboiitted to the writcr'i 
' n by his eon, an aged and esteemed citizen of Hturisbarg. 
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lanty among his associates, and was not without 
pretensions to education ; while he shared a full 
proportion of the general hatred against Indians, 
and suspicion against the band of Conestoga. 

Towards the middle of Becember, a scout came 
to the house of Smith, and reported that an In- 
dian, known to have committed depredations in 
the neighborhood, had been traced to Conestoga. 
Smith's resolution was taken at once. He called 
five of his companions ; and, having armed and 
mounted, they set out for the Indian settlement. 
They reached it early in the night ; and Smith, 
leaving his horse in charge of the others, crawled 
forward, rifle in hand, to reconnoitre ; when he saw, 
or fancied he saw, a number of armed warriors in 
the cabins. Upon this discovery he withdrew, 
and rejoined his associates. Believing themselves 
too weak for an attack, the party returned to Pax- 
ton. Their blood was up, and they determined to 
extirpate the Conestogas. Messengers went abroad 
through the neighborhood ; and, on the following 
day, about fifty armed and mounted men, chiefly 
from the towns of Paxton and Donegal, assembled 
at the place agreed upon. Led by Matthew Smith, 
they took the road to Conestoga, where they ar- 
rived a little before daybreak, on the morning of 
the fourteenth. As they drew near, they discerned 
the light uf a flre in one of the cabins, gleaming 
across the snow. Leaving their horses in the for- 
est, they separated into small parties, and advanced 
on several sides at once. Though they moved with 
Bome caution, the sound of their footsteps or their 
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voices caught the ear of an Indian ; and they aaw 
him issue from one of the cabins, and walk for- 
ward in the direction of the noise. He came so 
near that one of the men fancied that he recognized 
him. " He is the one that killed my mother," he 
exclaimed with an oath ; and, firing his rifle, 
brought the Indian down. With a general shout 
the furious ruffians hurst into the cabins, and shot, 
stabbed, and hacked to death all whom they found 
there. It happened that only six Indians were in 
the place ; the rest, in accordance with their vagrant 
habits, being scattered about the neighborhood. 
Thus baulked of their complete vengeance, the 
murderers seized upon what little booty they could 
find, set the cabins on fire, and departed at dawn 
of day.' 

The morning was cold and murky. Snow was 
falling, and already lay deep upon the ground; 
and, as they urged their horses through the drifts^ 
they were met by one Thomas Wright, who, struck 
by their appearance, stopped to converse with them. 
They freely told him what they had done ; and, on 
his expressing surprise and horror, one of them 

' Tha shore account of the mosaacrB is chieQj' drawn from the nar- 
ratire of Matthen Smith himsetf. This singular paper wae published by 
Mr. Redmond Coof ngham, of Limcaater, in the Loncoffer Intdtigencer Hit 
1&18. Mr. CouTngham states tliat he procured ic from t^e son of Smith, 
fbr nhose intbrmation it had been written. The account it partially con- 
flrmttd bf incidental slluaions, in a letter written by another of the Paiton 
men, and also published bj Mr. Conyngham. Thia gentleman employed 
himself with most unwearied diligence in collecting a voluminoiu mass of 
documents, cnmpriaing, perhaps, every thing that could contribute to 
extenuate the conduct of the Paston men ; and to these papers, aa pub- 
litked Seom time to time in the aboTe-mentloiied newspaper, reference will 
oftca be made 
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demanded if he believed in the Bible, and if the 
Scripture did not command that the heathen should 
be destroyed. 

They 800U after separated, dispersing among the 
farm-houses, to procure food for themselves and 
their horses. Several rode to the house of Eobert 
Barber, a prominent settler in the neighborhood ; 
who, seeing the strangers stampiiLg their feet and 
shaking the enow from their blanket coats, invited 
them to enter, and offered them refreshment Hav- 
ing remained for a short time seated before his 
fire, they remounted and rode off through the snow- 
storm. A boy of the family, who had gone to 
look at the horses of the visitors, came in and 
declared that he had seen a tomahawk, covered 
with blood, hanging from each man's saddle; and 
that a small gun, belonging to one of the Indian 
children, had been leaning against the fence.' 
Barber at once guessed the truth, and, with several 
of hia neighbors, proceeded to the Indian settle^ 
ment, where they found the solid log cabins still 
on fire. They buried the remains of the victims, 
which Barber compared in appearance to half- 
burnt logs. "While they were thus engaged, the 
sheriff of Lancaster, with a party of men, arrived 
on the spot ; and the first care of the officer was to 
send through the neighborhood to collect the In- 
dians, fourteen in number, who had escaped the 
massacre. This was soon accomplished. The ua 
happy survivors, learning the fate of their friends 
and relatives, were in great terror for their own 

1 Has. Pa. Rtg. IX. 114. 
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lives, and earnestly begged protection. They were 
conducted to Lancaster, where, amid great excite- 
ment, they were lodged in the county jail, a strong 
Btone building, which it was thought would afford 
the surest refuge. 

An express was despatched to Philadelphia with 
news of the massacre ; on hearing which, the gov- 
ernor issued a proclamation denouncing the act, 
and offering a reward for the discovery of the 
perpetrators. Undaunted by this measure, and en- 
raged that any of their victims should have escaped, 
the Paxton men determined to continue the work 
they had begun. In this resolution they were con- 
firmed by the prevailing impression, that an Indian 
known to have murdered the relatives of one of 
their number was among those who had received 
the protection of the magistrates at Lancaster. 
They sent forward a spy to gain intelligence, and, 
on his return, once more met at their rendezvous. 
On this occasion, their nominal leader was Lazarus 
Stewart, who was esteemed upon the borders as a 
brave and active young man ; and who, there is 
strong reason to believe, entertained no worse 
design than that of seizing the obnoxious Indian, 
carrying him to Carlisle, and there putting him to 
death, in case be should be identified as the mur 
derer.* Most of his foUowere, however, hardened 
amidst war and bloodshed, were bent on indiscrim- 
inate slaughter ; a purpose which they concealed 
from their more moderate associates. 

Early on the twenty-seventh of December, the 

1 Ftqwn pabluhed tty Mr Coujnghaja in the IjmeatUr InltUigaieir 
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party, about fifty in number, left Faxtim on their 
desperate errand. Elder had used bR his influence 
to divert them from their design ; and now, seeing 
them depart, he mounted his horse, overtook them, 
and addressed them with the most earnest remon 
etrance. Finding his words unheeded, he drew u[> 
his horse across the narrow road in front, and 
charged them, on his authority aa their pastor, to 
return. Upon this, Matthew Smith rode forward, 
and, pointing his rifle at the breast of Elder's horse, 
threatened to fire unless he drew him aside, and 
gave room to pass. The clergyman was forced to 
comply, and the party proceeded.' 

At about three o'clock in the afternoon, the riot- 
ers, armed with rifle, knife, and tomahawk, rode at 
a gallop into Lancaster ; turned their horses into 
the yard of the public house, ran to the jail, burst 
open the door, and rushed tumultuously in. The 
fourteen Indians were in a small yard adjacent to 
the building, surrounded by high stone walls. 
Hearing the shouts of the mob, and startled by the 
apparition of armed men in the doorway, two or 
three of them snatched up billets of wood in self 
defence. Whatever may have been the purpose 
of the Paxton men, this show of resistance ban- 
ished every thought of forbearance ; and the 
foremost, rushing forward, fired their rifles among 
the crowd of Indians. In a moment more, the 
yard was filled with ruffians, shouting, cursing, 
and firing upon the cowering wretches; holding 

1 Thig anecdote «u told to the writer bj tlie son of Mr. Elder, and ii 
■1(0 related bf Mr. Cony ughaiii. 
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the muzzles of their pieces, in some in^tancea, so 
near their victims' heads that the brains were scat- 
tered by the explosion. The work was soon 
finished. The bodies of men, women, and chil- 
dren, mangled with outrageous brutality, lay scat- 
tered about the yard; and the murderers were 
gone.' 

When the first alarm was given, the magistrates 
were in the church, attending the Christmas ser- 
vice, which had been postponed on the . twenty- 
fifth. The door was flung open, and the voice of a 
man half breathless was heard in broken exclama- 
tions, " Murder — the jail — the Paxton Boys — 
the Indians." 

The assembly broke up in disorder, and Shippen, 
the principal magistrate, hastened towards the 
scene of riot ; but, before he could reach it, all 

1 Depoaitim of Fdix DoiuMy, keeper of Lancaeter j«Jl. Dedaratim 
ttf Latarju Steieart, published by Mr. ConTngham. Bupp, Hiit. of York 
and LancaMer Counlt'es, S6S. Heckewelder, ^□rmliusD/'MDrainan Miuiaat, 
79. See Appendix, B. 

Soon sfler the masiacra, fmnblin publieliecl an account of it at Fhila- 
delphia, vrhicii, being ialended to strengthen the hands of gOTemment bj 
exciting a popular senHment against the rioters, is more rhetorical than 
accurate. The following Is his account of the consnmmation of the 
act: — 

"When the poor vrretchet saw thej hod no protection nigh, nor 
coald possiblj escape, the; divided into their little fknulies, the children 
dinging to the parents ; they fell on their knees, protested their inno- 
cence, declared their lore to the English, and that, in their whole lives, 
the? had nerer done tiiem injury ; and in this postnre the; all received 
the hatchet I" 

This is a pare embellishment of the Jkncy. The only persons pre*. 
«it were the jailer and the rioters themselves, who unite in testifying 
that the Indians died with the stoicism which their race usually ei- 
hibit under such circnmstances ; and indeed, so sudden was the act, 
that there was no time for enacting the scene described by Tranklia 
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was finished, and the murderers were galloping in 
R body from the town.* The sheriff and the 
coroner had mingled among the riotera, aiding and 
abetting them, as their enemies affirm, but, accord- 
ing to their own statement, vainly risking their 
lives to restore order.' A company of Highland 
soldiers, on their way from Fort Pitt to Philadel- 
phia, were encamped near the town. Their com- 
mander, Captain Robertson, afterwards declared 
that he put himself in the way of the magistrates, 
expecting that they would call upon him to aid the 
, civil authority; whQe, on the contrary, several of 
the inhabitants testify, that, when they urged him 
to interfere, he replied with an oath that his men 
had suffered enough from Indians already, and 
should not stir hand or foot to save them. Be this 
as it may, it seems certain that neither soldiers noi 

' Bxtract from a MS. Letter — Edward Shippen to Ooaernor Peimi — 
" luautar, 27t1i Dm.. !;<», P.M. 

"Hononred Sir:— • 

" I am to acquaint joox Honour that between two and three of tha 
Qock this afternoon, upwards of a hundred armed men fi-om the West- 
ward rode very fiuC into Town, turned their Horsea into Mr. Slough'a 
(aa lunkeeper'a) yard, and proceeded with the greatest precipitatioo to 
the Work-House, stove open the door and killed all the Indians, and then 
took VI their Horses and rode off; all their business was done, & they 
were returning to their Horses before I could get half vay down to the 
Work-House. The Sheriff and Coroner however, and several others, got 
down as soon a« the tigters, but could not prevwl with them to atop tlieif 
hands. Some people aay they heard them declare the; would proceed to 
the Province Island, & destroy the Indians there." 

' Extract from a MS. Letter — John Bay, tht iheriff, to Governor 
Pmn: — 

"They in a body left the town without offering any insults to the 
Inhabitants, & without patting it in the power of any one to take or molest 
any of them without danger of life to the pergon attempting it; of 
which both myself and the Coroner, by our oppoaition, were in great 
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magistrates, with their best exertions, could have 
availed to prevent the massacre ; for so well was 
the plan concerted, that, within ten or twelve 
minutes after the alarm, the Indiana were dead, 
and the murderers mounted to depart. 

The people crowded into the jail-yard to gaze 
upon the miserable spectacle ; and, when their 
curiosity was sated, the bodies were gathered 
together, and buried not far from the town, where 
(hey reposed three quarters of a century; until, at 
length, the bones were disinterred in preparing the 
foundation for a railroad. 

The tidings of this massacre threw the country 
into a ferment. Various opinions were expressed ; 
but, in the border counties, even the most sober 
and moderate regarded it, not as a wilful and delib- 
erate crime, but as the mistaken act of rash men, 
fevered to desperation by wrongs and sufferings.' 

When the news reached Philadelphia, a clamot^ 
' ous outcry rose from the Quakers, who could find nn 

t I Eztrantbomaljea^r — Rev. Mr. EMerlo Cotood Bard : ~ 

" Puton, ITBL 

"I«*ann Stewart U still threatened by the Philadelphia party; he 
and his tHenda talk of leaving — if thej do. the prorlnce will loee Mmio 
of Oieir truest friends, and that by (he feulti of others, not their own ; for 
if any cruelty was practised on the Indiansat Conestogueor at lancaster, 
it was not hy his, or their hands. There is a great reaaon to believe tliat 
tnach injustice has been done to all concerned. In the contrariaesa of 
accounts, we must infer that much rests for support on the inuiginatioil 
or interest of the witness. Tlie characters of Stewart and his friendi 
were well established. Ruffians nor brutal tbey were not ; humane, 
liberal and moral, nay, Tetigjous. It is eTidcntly not the wish of the 
party to give Stewart a fair hearing. Ail he desires, is to be pnt on (rial, 
at Lancaster, near the scenes of the horrible butcheries, 'committed by 
the Indians at Tulpehocken, &c., when he can have the testimony of 
Hie Scouts or Rangers, men whose services con never be safQciently 
wwmrded." 
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words to express their horror and detestation. They ■ 
assailed not the rioters only, but the whole Pres- 
byterian sect, with a tempest of abuse, not the less 
virulent for being vented in the name of philan- 
thropy and religion. The governor again issued 
a proclamation, offering rewards for the detection 
and arrest of the murderera; but the latter, far 
from shrinking into concealment, proclaimed their 
deed in the face of day, boasted the achievement, 
and defended it by reason and Scripture. So great 
was the excitement in the frontier counties, and so 
deep the sympathy with the rioters, that to arrest 
them would have required the employment of a 
strong military force, an experiment far too danger- 
ous to be tried. Nothing of the kind was attempted 
until nearly eight years afterwards, when Lazarus 
Stewart was apprehended on the charge of mur- 
dering the Indians of Conestoga. Learning that 
his trial was to take place, not in the county where 
the act was committed, but in Philadelphia, and 
thence judging that his condemnation was certain, 
he broke jail and escaped. Having written a dec- 
laration to justify his conduct, he called his old 
associates around hira, set the provincial gov- 
ernment of Pennsylvania at defiance, and withdrew 
to Wyoming with his band. Here he joined the 
settlers recently arrived from Connecticut, and 
thenceforth played a conspicuous part in the 
eventful history of that remarkable spot.' 

' Papers publUhed by Mr. Conynghsm. 
Extract from the Declaration ofLazanu Slewarl! — 
" What I hare done was done for the security of handredi of iettlen 
on the frontiera. The blood of a thousiuid of my fellaw-creatiirM called 
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After the massacre at Coneatoga, the excitement 
in the frontier counties, far from subsiding, in- 
creased in violence daily; and various circumstances 
conspired to inflame it. The principal of these 
was the course pursued by the provincial govern- 
ment towards the Christian Indians attached to the 
Moravian missions. Many years had elapsed since 
the Moravians began the task of converting the 
Indians of Pennsylvania, and their steadfast energy 
and regulated zeal had been crowned with sue 
cess. Several thriving setUementa of their con- 
verta had sprung up in the valley of the Lehigh, 
when the opening of the French wai*, in 1755, 
involved them in unlooked-for calamities. These 
unhappy ueutrala, between the French and Indians 
on the one side, and the English on the other, 
excited the enmity of both ; and while from the 
west they were threatened by the hatchets of their 
own countrymen, they were menaced on the east 
by the no less formidable vengeance of the white 
settlers, who, in their distress and terror, never 
doubted that the Moravian converts were in league 
with the enemy. The popular rage against them 
at length grew so furious, that their destruction 
was resolved upon. The settlers assembled and 
advanced against the Moravian community of 
Gtaadenhutten ; but the French and Indians gained 

fi»r vengeance. As a Banger, I aoi^ht the poat of danger, and now yon 
aikmy lilb. Let me be tried where pr^udicehii not prejudged mycase. 
Let mj brave Bangers, wlio have stemmed the blast nohly.and nerer 
flinched ; lot them have an equitable trial ; tliey were my friends in the 
hour of danger — to desert them now were cowardice t What remains is 
to leave oar cause with our Ood, and our guns." 
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the first blow, and, deacending upon the doomed 
settlement, utterly destroyed it. This disaster, 
deplorable as it was in itself, proved the safety of 
the other Moravian settlements, by making it fully 
apparent that their inhabitants were not in league 
with the enemy. They were suffered to remain 
unmolested for several years ; but with the mur- 
ders that ushered in Pontiac's war, in 1763, the 
former suspicion revived, and the expediency of 
destroying the Moravian Indians was openly 
debated. Towards the end of the summer, sev- 
eral outrages were committed upon the settlers in 
the neighborhood, and the Moravian Indians were 
loudly accused of taking part in them. These 
charges were never fully confuted ; and, taking 
into view the harsh treatment which the converts 
had always experienced from the whites, it is 
highly probable that some of them were disposed 
to sympathize with their heathen countrymen, 
who are known to have courted their alliance. 
The Moravians had, however, excited in their con- 
veils a high degree of religious enthusiasm ; which, 
dii-ected as it was by the teachings of the mission- 
aries, went farther than any thing else could have 
done to soften their national prejudices, and wean 
them from their warlike habits. 

About three months before the massacre at Con- 
estoga, a party of drunken Rangers, fired by the 
general resentment against the Moravian Indians 
murdered several of them, both men and women 
whom they found sleeping in a barn. Not long 
after, the same party of Rangers were, in their turn. 
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surprised and killed, some peaceful settlers of the 
neighborhood sharing their fate. This act was at 
once ascribed, justly or unjustly, to the vengeance 
of the converted Indians, relatives of the murdered ; 
and the frontier people, who, like the Paxton 
men, were chiefly Scotch and Irish Presbyterians, 
resolved that the objects of their suspicion should 
live no longer. At this time, the Moravian con- 
verts consisted of two communitiea, those of Nain 
and Wecquetank, near the Lehigh ; and to these 
may be added a third, at Wyalusing, near Wyo- 
ming. The latter, from its distant situation, was, 
for the present, safe ; but the two former were in 
imminent peril, and the inhabitants, in mortal ter- 
ror for their lives, stood day and night on the 
watch. 

At length, about the tenth of October, a gang 
of armed men approached Wecquetank, and en- 
camped in the woods, at no great distance. They 
intended to make their attack under favor of the 
darkness ; but before evening a storm, which to 
the missionaries seemed providential, descended 
with such violence, that the fires of the hostUe 
camp were extinguished in a moment, the ammuni- 
tion of the men wet, and the plan defeated.* 

After so narrow an escape, it was apparent that 
flight was the only resource. The terrified congre- 
gation of Wecquetank broke up on the following 
day; and, under the charge of their missionary, 
Bernard Grube, removed to the Moravian town of 

1 LoaUel, Hit. Moraaan Muiiens, Port n. 211. 
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Nazareth, where it was hoped they might remain 
in safety.' 

In the mean time, the charges against the Mora 
vian converts had been laid before the provincial 
Assembly; and, to secure the safety of the frontier 
people, it was judged expedient to disarm the sus- 
pected Indians, and remove them to a part of the 
province where it would be beyond their power 
to do mischief.' The motion was passed in the 
Assembly with little dissent ; the Quakers support- 
ing it from regard to the safety of the Indians, and 
their opponents from regard to the safety of the 
whites. The order for removal reached its destina- 
tion on the sixth of November ; and the Indians, 
reluctantly yielding up their arms, prepared for de- 
parture. When a sermon had been preached before 
the united congregations, and a hymn sung in which 
all took part, the unfortunate exiles set out on their 
forlorn pilgrimage ; the aged, the young, the sick, 
and the blind, borne in wagons, while the rest 
journeyed on foot.' Their total number, including 
the band from Wyaluaing, which joined them after 
they reached Philadelphia, was about a hundred 
and forty. At every village and hamlet which 
they passed on their way, they were greeted with 
threats and curses ; nor did the temper of the 
people improve m they advanced, for, when they 
came to Germantown, the mob could scarcely be 
restrained from attacking them. On reaching Phil- 

1 MS. Letter— fitmonf 0-nibt to Oooenor EaniOim, Oct. 18. 
» VaM ofAacmhlg, V. 284. 

■ Loikiel, Sul. Moravian Miaioiu, Fart IL 211 Eeckewelder, Nor. 
rmive ef MiM^ont, 76. 
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adelphia, they were conducted, amidst the yells and 
hootings of the rabble, to the barracks, which had 
beea intended to receive them ; but the soldiers, 
who outdid the mob in their hatred of Indians, 
refused to admit them, and set the ordera of the 
governor at defiance. From ten o'clock in the 
morning until three in the afternoon, the persecuted 
exiles remained drawn up in the square before the 
barracks, surrounded by a multitude who never 
ceased to abuse and threaten them ; but wherever 
the broad hat of a Quaker was seen in the crowd, 
there they felt the assurance of a friend, — a friend, 
who, both out of love for them, and aversion to 
their enemies, would spare no efforts in their 
behalf. The soldiers continued refractory, and the 
Indians were at length ordered to proceed. As 
they moved down the street, shrinking together in 
their terror, the mob about them grew so angry 
and clamorous, that to their missionaries they 
seemed like a flock of sheep in the midst of bowl- 
ing wolves.' A body-guard of Quakers gathered 
around, protecting them from the crowd, and speak- 
ing words of sympathy and encouragement. Thus 
they proceeded to Province Island, below the city, 
where they were lodged in waste buildings, pre- 
pared in haste for their reception, and where the 
Quakers still attended them, with every office of 
kindness and friendship. 

1 Lotkiri, Fut n. 216. 
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THE RIOTEBS MARCH ON PHIIADBLPHIA. 

The Conestoga murders did not take place until 
Bome weeks after the remoYal of the Moravian 
conveits to Philadelphia ; and the rioters, as they 
rode, flushed with success, out of Lancaster, after 
the achievement of their exploit, were heard to 
boast that they would soon visit the city and finish 
their work, by killing the Indians whom it had 
taken under its protection. It was soon but too 
apparent that this design was seriously entertained 
by the people of the frontier. They had tasted 
blood, and tbey craved more. It seemed to them 
intolerable, that, while their sufierings were un- 
heeded, and their wounded and destitute friends 
uncared for, they should be taxed to support those 
whom they regarded as authors of their calamities, 
or, in their own angry words, " to maintain them 
through the winter, that they may scalp and butcher 
us in the spring." ' In their blind rage, they would 



a of tlie Frontier People to the GoTemor and Auem- 
blj. See Vda of AutMy, Y. SIS. 

The " Declaration," which accompanied tha " RemonBtrance." conluDi 
the following paesage: "To protect and maintain theae Indians at tha 
public eipenie, while oar inOMog brethren on the frontier! are atmoat 
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not see that the Moravian Indians had been re- 
moved to Philadelphia, in part, at least, with a 
view to the safety of the borders. To their enmity 
against Indians was added a resentment, scarcely 
less vehement, against the Quakers, whose secta 
rian principles they hated and despised. They 
complained, too, of political grievances, alleging 
that the five frontier counties were inadequately 
represented in the Assembly, and that from thence 
arose the undue influence of the Quakers in the 
councils of the province. 

The excited people soon began to assemble at 
taverns and other places of resort, recounting their 
grievances, real or imaginary ; relating frightful 
stories of Indian atrocities, and launching fierce 
invectives against the Quakers.' Political agita- 

de«tlta(e or (he neoeesariea of life, and are neglected by the pablic, i* 
mffldent to make ua inad with rage, and tempt lu to do what Doihiag bat 
Uie mott violent necesutr can Tiudicate." 
See Appendix, E. 

i MS. Elder Papat. 

The following rene* are entnicted from a poem, pnb1id.ed it PhU» 

Sfilphia, bj a partisan of the Fazlan men, entitled. 



" Go on, good ChristiaiiB, never spart 
To give your Indians Clothes to wear) 
Send 'era good BeeC and Pork, and Bread, 
Qtiiis, Powder, Flint*, and Ston of Lead, 
To Shoot 70UC NeighbouiB throogh the H«ad; 
Devoutly then, mate Affinnation, 
You're Friends to George and Biitieh Nationi 
Encourage ov'ry friendly Savage, 
To murder, bum, destroy, and ravage; 
Fathers and Motbere here maintain, 
Whose Sons add Numbecs to the alaln | 
Of Scotcb and Irish let them kilt 
A> many Thonsanda aa they will, 
TbaX yoQ may lord it o'er the Land, 
And have the irtule and sola vmmnA." 
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tors harangued them on their violated rights ; self- 
constituted preachers urged the duty of destroying 
the heathen, forgetting that the Moravian Indians 
were Chr^tians, and their exasperated hearers were 
soon ripe for any rash attempt. They resolved • 
to assemhle and march in arms to Philadelphia. 
On a former occasion, they had sent thither a 
wagon laden with the mangled corpses of their 
friends and relatives, who had fallen by Indian 
butchery ; but the hideous spectacle had failed of 
the intended effect, and the Assembly had still 
turned a deaf ear to their entreaties for more 
effective aid.' Appeals to sympathy had been 
thrown away, and they now resolved to try the 
efficacy of their rifles. 

They mustered under their popular leaders, 
prominent among whom was Matthew Smith, who 
had led the murderers at Conestoga ; and, towards 
the end of January, took the road to Philadelphia, 
in force variously estimated at from five hundred 
to fifteen hundred men. Their avowed purpose 
was to kill the Moravian Indians ; but what vague 
designs they may have entertained to change the 
government, and eject the Quakers from a share 
in it, must remain a matter of uncertainty. Feeble 

* This incident occurred during the French war, and is thus dcBcribed 
by t Qnaker eye-witness : " Soma of tlie dead bodies vere brought to 
Philadelphia in a wagon, ia the lime of the General Meeting of Friends 
thwe in December, with intent to animate the people to unite in prep^ 
rations for war on the Indiana. They were carried along the streets — 
many people following — cursing the Indians, and also the Quaken, 
because they would not join in war for their destruction. The sight of 
ttie dead bodies, and the outcry of the people, were xery afflicting and 
shocking."— Watson, .^noZi af Phil. US) (Phil. 1830). 
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as they were in numbere, their enterprise was uot 
so hopeless as might at first appear, for they counted 
on aid from the mob of the city, while a numerous 
party, comprising the members of the Presbyterian 
sect, were expected to give them secret support, 
or at leMt to stand neutral in the quarrel. The 
Quakers, who were their most determined enemies, 
couia not take arms against thera without glaring 
violation of the principles which they had so often 
and loudly professed ; and even should they thus 
fly in the face of conscience, the warlike borderers 
would stand in little fear of such unpractised war- 
riors. They pursued their march in high confi- 
dence, applauded by the inhabitants, and hourly 
increasing in numbers. 

Startling rumors of the danger soon reached 
Philadelphia, spreading alarm among the citizens. 
The Quakers, especially, had reason to fear, both 
for themselves and for the Indians, of whom it was 
their pride to be esteemed the champions. These 
pacific sectaries found themselves in a new and 
embarrassing position, for hitherto they had been 
able to assert their principles at no great risk to 
person or property. The appalling tempest, which, 
during the French war, had desolated the rest of 
the province, had been unfelt near Philadelphia; 
and while the inhabitants to the westward had been 
slaughtered by hundreds, scarcely a Quaker had 
been hurt. Under these circumstances, the aver- 
riion of the sect to warlike measures had been a 
fruitful source of difficulty. It is true that, od 
several occasions, they had voted supplies for the 
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public defence ; but unwilling to place on record 
such a testimony of inconsistency, they had granted 
the money, not for the avowed purpose of raisiuo 
and arming soldiers, but under the title of a gift to 
the crown.' They were now to be deprived of 
even this poor subterfuge, and subjected to the 
dilemma of suffeiing their friends to be slain and 
themselves to be plundered, or openly appealing 
to arms. 

Their embarrassment was increased by the exag- 
gerated ideas which prevailed among the ignorant 
and timorous respecting the size and strength of 
the borderers, their ferocity of temper, and theii 
wonderful skill as marksmen. Quiet citizens, 
whose knowledge was confined to the narrow 
limits of their firesides and shops, Ustened hor- 
■ ror-stricken to these reports ; the prevalence of 
which is somewhat surprising, when it is consid- 
ered that, at the present day, the district whence 
the dreaded rioters came may be reached from 
Philadelphia within a few hours. 

ladings of the massacre in Lancaster jail had 
arrived at Philadelphia on the twenty-ninth of De- 
cember, and with them came the rumor that numer- 
ous armed mobs were already on their march to the 
city. Terror and confusion were universal; and, 
as the place was defenceless, no other expedient 
suggested itself than the pitiful one of removing 
the objects of popular resentment beyond reach of 
danger. Boats were sent to Province Island, and 
the Indians ordered to embark and proceed with 

1 Se« QordoD, Hial. Pern. Chapi. XU.-XVIIL 
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all haste down the river ; hut, the rumor proving 
groundless, a messenger was despatched to recall 
the fugitives,' The assurance that, for a time at 
least, the city was safe, restored some measure of 
tranquillity ; but, as intelligence of an alarming 
kind came in daily from the country. Governor 
Penn sent to General Gage an earnest request for 
a detachment of regulars to repel the rioters ; • 
and, in the interval, means to avert the threatened 
danger were eagerly sought. A proposal was laid 
before the Assembly to embark the Indians and 
send them to England ; ^ but the scheme was 
judged inexpedient, and another, of equal weak- 
ness, adopted in its place. It was determined to 
Bend the refugees to New York, and place them 
under the protectiou of the Indian Superintendent, 
Sir William Johnson ; a plan as hastily executed 
as timidly conceived.^ At midnight, on the fourth 
of January, no measures having been taken to 
gain the consent of either the government of New 
York or Johnson himself, the Indians were ordered 
to leave the island and proceed to the city ; where 
they arrived a little before daybreak, passing in 

1 LMkiel, Part H. 218. 

* MS. Letter — Peon to Gage, Dec. SI. 

* VoUt o/AuemUs, V. 293. 

* Extract from a MS. Letter — Governor Penn to Govtrnor Coldan — 

" Fhllwlelphia, Eth Juiuu;, ITSl. 

" Sa^fled of the adTantages aiisiag from this meaaure, I bave senl 
titMll thro' Jeney and jomi GoTemmeDt to Sir W. Johnson, & desire joa 
Vill &Toiir them with your protection and countenance, & give them the 
proper passes for their journey to Sii William's Seat. 

" I have recommended it, in the ipost pressing tenni, to the Assem- 
bly, to form a Bill that shall eoable me to apprehend these seditious and 
barbaroni Mmttereis, & to quell the like insurrections for the future." 
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mournful procession, thinly clad and shiTering 
with cold, through the silent streets. The Mora- 
vian Brethren supplied them with food; and Fox, 
Ihe commissary, with great humanity, distributed 
blankets among them. Before they could resume 
their progress, the city was astir ; and as they 
passed the suburbs, they were pelted and hooted 
at by the mob. Captain Robei-tson's Highlanders, 
who had just arrived from Lancaster, were ordered 
to escort them. These soldiers, who had their 
own reasons for hating Indians, treated them at 
first with no less insolence and rudeness than the 
populace ; but at length, overcome by the meek- 
ness and patience of the sufferers, they changed 
their conduct, and assumed a tone of sympathy and 
kindness.-' 

Thus escorted, the refugees pursued their dreary 
progress through the country, greeted on all sides 
by the threats and curses of the people. When 
they reached Trenton, they were received by Apty, 
the commissary at that place, under whose charge 
they continued their journey towards Amboy, where 
several small vessels had been provided to carry 
them to New York. Arriving at Amboy, however, 
Apty, to his great surprise, received a letter from 
Governor Colden of New York, forbidding him to 
bring the Indians within the limits of that province. 
A second letter, from General Gage to Captain 
Robertson, conveyed orders to prevent their 
advance ; and a third, to the owners of the ves- 
sels, threatened heavy penalties if they shoiUd 

1 Loddd, F«rt IL 220. Hecteweldn, Aamitm^ 81. 
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bring the Indians to the city.' The charges of 
treachery against the Moravian Indians, the burden 
their presence would occasion, and the danger of 
popular disturbance, were the chief causes which 
induced the government of New York to adopt this 
course ; a course that might have been foreseen 
from the beginning." 

Thus disappointed in their hopes of escape, the 
hapless Indians remained several days lodged in 
the barracks at Amboy, where they passed much 
of their time in religious services. A message, 
however, soon came from the Governor of New 
Jersey, requiring them to leave that province ; and 
they were compelled reluctantly to retrace their 
steps to Philadelphia. A detachment of a hun- 
dred and seventy soldiers had arrived, sent by 
General Gage in compliance with the request of 
Governor Penn ; and under the protection of these 
troops, the exiles began their backward journey. 
On the twenty-fourth of January, they reached 
Philadelphia, where they were lodged at the bar- 

^ Extract from aMS. Lettra — Thomai Aptyto Govtmor Perm : — 
"Sir: — 

" Agreeable to your Hononr'i orders, I passed on through the ProT. 
ince of New Jersej', in order to take the lodiaaB under m; care into Nev 
Tork J but no sooner was I read; to move fWim Amboy with the Indiana 
under my care, than I was greatly surpriz'd & embarrftssM with ezpress 
orders from the GoTemor of New York sent to Amboy, strictly forbid- 
ding the bringing of these poor Indiana into his Province, & charging all 
his ferrymen not to let them pass." 

^ Letters to Gooenvtr Penn from General Gage, Gooemor FranJdin of ^of 
Jtrteg, and Gooemor Cotdrn of Neu> York. See Volea ofAstembly, V. 800- 
302. The plan was afterwards revived, at the height of the alarm caused 
by the march of the rioters on Philadelphia ; and Penn wrote to Johnson, 
(n the seventh of February, begging an asylum for the Indians. Johnson 
acquiesced, and wrote to Lieutenant-Governor Colden in &vor of the 
measure, which, however, wa* never carried into e&ct. Johnson's letters 
express much sympathy with the snfierert. 
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racks within the city; the soldiers, forgetful of 
former prejudice, no longer refusing them entrance. 
The return of the Indians, banishing the hope 
of repose with which the citizens had flattered 
themselves, and the tidings of danger coming in 
quick succession from the country, made it appar- 
ent that no time must be lost ; and the Assembly, 
laying aside their scruples, unanimously passed a 
bill providing means for the public defence. The 
pacific city displayed a scene of unwonted bustle. 
AU who held property, or regarded the public 
order, might, it should seem, have felt a deep 
interest in the issue ; yet a numerous and highly 
respectable class stood idle spectators, or showed 
at best but a lukewarm zeal. These were the Pres- 
byterians, who had naturally felt a strong sympathy 
with their suffering brethren of the frontier. To 
this they added a deep bitterness against the Quak- 
ers, greatly increased by a charge, most uncharitably 
brought by the latter against the whole Presbyterian 
sect, of conniving at and abetting the murders at 
Conestoga and Lancaster. They regarded the 
Paxton men as victims of Quaker neglect and 
injustice, and showed a strong disposition to pal- 
liate, or excuse altogether, the violence of which 
they had been guilty. Many of them, indeed, were 
secretly inclined to favor the designs of the advan- 
cing rioters ; hoping that by their means the public 
grievances would be redressed, the Quaker faction 
put down, and the social and political balance of 
the state restored.' 

' For indlcatloDR of the itate of feeling smong the Presbyteriana, lea 
llie nnmeroiu partisan pamphleta of the day. See abo Appendix, B. 
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Whatever may have been the sentiments of the 
Presbyterians and of the city mob, the rest of the 
inhabitants bestirred themselves for defence with 
all the alacrity of fright. The Quakers were espe- 
cially conspicuous for their zeal. Nothing more 
was heard of the duty of non-resistance. The city 
was ransacked for arms, and the Assembly passed 
a vote, extending the English riot act to the prov- 
ince, the Quaker members heartily concurring in 
the measure. Franklin, whose energy and practi- 
cal talents made his services invaluable, was the 
moving spirit of the day ; and under his auspices 
the citizens were formed into military companies, 
sis of which were of infantry, one of artillery, and 
two of horse. Besides this force, several thou-fands 
of the inhabitants, including many Quakers, held 
themselves ready to appear in arms at a moment's 
notice.' 

These preparations were yet incomplete, when, 
on the fourth of February, couriers came in with 
the announcement that the Faxton men, horse and 
foot, were already within a short distance of the 
city. Proclamation was made through the streets, 
and the people were called to arms. A mob of 
citizen soldiers repaired in great excitement to the 
barracks, where the Indians were lodged, under pro- 
tection of the handful of regulars. Here the crowd 
remained all night, drenched with the rain, and in 
a dismal condition.' 

On the following day, Sunday, a barricade waa 

> Gordon, Hitl. Pmn. 406. Pain. Giu. No. 1838. 
1 Haz. Pa. Btg. XU. la 
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thrown np across the great square enclosed by the 
barracks ; and eight cannon, to which four more 
were afterwards added, were planted to sweep the 
adjacent streets. These pieces were discharged, 
to convey to the rioters an idea of the reception 
prepared for them ; but whatever effect the explo- 
sion may have produced on the ears for which it 
was intended, the new and appalling sounds struck 
the Indians in the barracks with speechless terror.' 
While the city assumed this martial attitude, its 
rulers thought proper to adopt the safer though 
less glorious course of conciliation ; and a deputa- 
tion of clergymen was sent out to meet the rioters, 
and pacify them by reason and Scripture. Towards 
night, as all remained quiet and nothing was heard 
from the enemy, the turmoil began to subside, the 
citizen soldiers dispersed, the regulars withdrew 
into quarters, and the city recovered something of 
the ordinary repose of a Sabbath evening. 

Through the early part of the night, the quiet 
was undisturbed ; bnt at about two o'clock in the 
morning, the clang of bells and the rolling of drums 
startled the people from their slumbers, and count- 
less voices from the street echoed the alarm. Im- 
mediately, in obedience to the previous day's orders, 
lighted candles were placed in every window, till 
the streets seemed illuminated for a festival. The 
citizen soldiers, with more zeal than order, mustered 
under their officers. The governor, dreading an 
irruption of the mob, repaired to the house of 
Franklin ; and the city was filled with the jangling 

1 L<Mluel, Part n. 223. 
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of bells, and the no less vehement chimor of 
tongues. A great multitude gathered before the 
barracks, where it was supposed the attack would 
be made ; and among them was seen many a Quak- 
er, with musket in hand. Some of the more con- 
sistent of the sect, unwilling to take arms with 
their less scrupulous brethren, went into the bar- 
racks to console and reassure the Indians ; who, 
however, showed much more composure than their 
comforters, and sat waiting the result with invin- 
cible calmness. Several hours of suspense and 
excitement passed, when it was recollected, that, 
though the other ferries of the Schuylkill had been 
secured, a crossing place, known as the Swedes' 
Ford, had been left open ; and a party at once seb 
out to correct this unlucky oversight.' Scarcely 
were they gone, when a cry rose among the crowd 
before the barracks, and a general exclamation was 
heard that the Paxton Boys were coming. In fact, 
a band of horsemen was seen advancing up Second 
Street. The people crowded to get out of the way ; 
the troops fell into such order as they could ; a 
cannon was pointed full at the horsemen, and the 
gunner was about to apply the match, when a man 
ran out from the crowd, and covered the touchhole 
with his hat. The cry of a false alarm was heard, 
and it was soon apparent to all that the supposed 
Paxton Boys were a troop of German butchers and 
carters, who had come to aid in defence of the city, 
and had nearly paid dear for their patriotic zeal.' 

1 EittBriail Aaxnmt of the Late DUtttrbanca, 4. 

■ Box. Pa. Btg. Xn. 11. Memmn of a Life paaed dii^g in Paaayl 
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The tumult of this alarm was hardly over, when 
a fresh commotion was raised by the return of the 
men who had gone to semre the Swedes' Ford, 
and who reported that they had been too late; 
that the rioters had crossed the river, and were 
already at Germantown. Those who had crossed 
proved to be the van of the Paxton men, two 
hundred in number, and commanded by Matthew 
Smith ; who, learning what welcome was preparud 
for them, thought it prudent to remain quietly at 
Germantown, instead of marching forward to cer- 
tain destruction. In the afternoon, many of the 
inhabitants gathered courage, and went out to visit 
them. They found nothing very extraordinary in 
the aspect of the rioters, who, in the words of a 
writer of the day, were " a set of fellows in blanket 
coats and moccasons, like our Indian traders 0( 
back country wagoners, all armed with rifles and 
tomahawks, and some with pistols stuck in their 
belts." * They received their visitors with a cour- 
tesy which might doubtless be ascribed, in great 
measure, to their knowledge of the warlike prepa- 

vama, 89. Heckewelder, NamUive, 86. Loakiel, Part II. 228. Spltrin, 
Wntings of FmnMm, YU. 298. 

The best remaining accouot of these riots will be fbund under tho 
flrst autboritj' ciled above. It coneisCe of a long letter, written in ■ rerj 
viimated etrain, by a Quaker to hia Mend, coniuning a, detailed account 
of wbat pawed in the citj from the flrat Blarm of the rioten to the coii> 
dniion of the affair. Tlie writer, tbongb a Quaker, ia free from tiia 
prejqdicea of hit sect, nor doea he liesitate to notice the iocoDalatenoy of 
bit bietbren appearing in arnii. See Appendix, E. 

The scene before the barracka, and the hbttow escape of tbe Oennan 
tmtchers, was made the subject of several poenu and ftrces, written hy 
memtiera of the Presb^'lerian bction, to turn their opponents into ridi- 
-vile ; for whiuh, indeed, tbe aulgect offered temptiiig fiidliUea. 

1 Bat. Pa. Reg. XIL 11. 
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rations within the city ; and the report made by the 
adventurers, on their return, greatly tended to allay 
the general excitement. 

The alarm, however, was again raised on the 
following day; and the cry to arras once more 
resounded through the city of peace. The citizen 
soldiers mustered with exemplary despatch ; but 
their ardor was quenched by a storm of rain, which 
drove them all under shelter. A neighboring 
Quaker meeting-bouse happened to be open, and a 
company of the volunteers betook themselves in 
haste to this convenient asylum. Forthwith, the 
place was bristling with bayonets ; and the walla, 
which bad listened so often to angry denunciations 
against war, now echoed the clang of weapons, — 
an unspeakable scandal to the elders of the sect, 
and an occasion of pitiless satire to the Presbyte- 
rians.' 

This alarm proving groundlesB, like all the others* 
the governor and council proceeded to the execu- 
tion of a design which they had formed the day 
before. They had resolved, in pursuance of their 
timid policy, to open negotiations with the rioterj, 
and persuade them, if possible, to depart peacefullj. 
Many of the citizens protested against the plan, 
and the soldiers volunteered to attack the Fasten 
men ; but none were so vehement as the Quakers, 
who held that fire and steel were the only wel- 
come that should be accorded to such violators of 
the pubHc peace, and audacious blasphemers of the 

> Hat Pa. Reg. XIL 13. 
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flociety of Friends.^ The plan was nevertheless 
sustained ; and Franklin, with three other citizens 
of character and influence, set out for Geiman- 
town. The rioters received them with marks of 
respect ; and, after a long conference, the leaders 
of the mob were so far wrought upon as to give 
over their hostile designs, the futility of wliich 
was now sufficiently apparent.' An assurance was 
given, on the part of the government, that their 
complaints should have a hearing ; and safety was 
guarantied to those of their number who should 
enter the city as their representatives and advo- 
cates. For this purpose, Matthew Smith and 
, James Gibson were appointed by the general 
voice; and two papers, a "Declaration" and a 
" Remonstrance," were drawn up, addressed to the 
governor and Assembly. With this assurance that 
their cause should be represented, the rioters sig- 
nified their willingness to return home, glad to 
escape so easily from an affair which had begun to 
threaten worse consequences. 

Towards evening, the commissioners, returning 
to the city, reported the success of their negotia- 
tions. Upon this, the citizen soldiers were convened 
in front of the court house, and addressed by a 
member of the council. He thanked them for 
their zeal, and assured them there was no farther 
occasion for their services ; since the Paxton men, 

1 Thii Btatement ii made in " The Quaker UDmuked," and other 
Preibjterian pamphlets of the day; and the Quakera, ia their elaboimlg 
repliei to these publicatiaiiB, do not attempt to deoy the foot. 

» Sparks, Wrilingi a/ Franitin, VH. 298. 



3,a,l,zc.bvG00gIe 



iths'bb.] treaty with the rioters. 149 

though falsely represented as enemieB of govern 
meiit, were in fact its friends, entertaining no worse 
design than that of gaining relief to their suffer- 
ings, without injury to the city or its inhahitanta. 
The people, ill satisfied with what they heard, 
returned in no placid temper to their homes.^ On 
the morrow, the good effect of the treaty was appar- 
ent in a general reopening of schools, shops, and 
warehouses, and a return to the usual activity of 
business, which had been wholly suspended for 
some days. The security was not of long duration. 
Before noon, an uproar more tumultuous than ever, 
a cry to arms, and a general exclamation that the 
Paxton Boys had broken the treaty and were enter 
ing the town, startled the indignant citizens. The 
streets were filled in an instant with a rabble of 
armed merchants and shopmen, who for once were 
fully bent on slaughter, and resolved to put an 
end to the long-protracted evil. Quiet was again 
restored ; when it was found that the alarm was 
caused by about thirty of the frontiersmen, who, 
with singular audacity, were riding into the city 
on a visit of curiosity. As their deportment was 
inoffensive, it was thought unwise to molest them. 
Several of these visitors had openly boasted of the 
part they had taken in the Conestoga murders, 
and a large reward had been offered for their 
apprehension ; yet such was the state of factions 
in the city, and such the dread of the frontiersmen, 
that no man dared lay hand on the criminals. The 

1 Barton, Mtmoin of lUUaiioate, 148. Bupp, Hat. York and Lancailti 
CMntt>t,862. 
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party proceeded to the barracks, where they re- 
quested to see the Indians, declaring that they could 
point out several who had been in the battle against 
Colonel Bouquet, or engaged in other acts of open 
■ hostility. The request was granted, but no discov- 
ery made. Upon this, it was rumored abroad that 
the Quakers had removed the guilty individuals to 
screen them from just punishment ; an accusation 
which, for a time, excited much ill blood between 
the rival factions. 

The thirty frontiersmen withdrew from the city, 
and soon followed the example of their compan- 
ions, who had begun €o move homeward, leaving 
their leaders, Smith and Gibson, to adjust their 
differences with the government. Their departure 
gave great relief to the people of the neighborhood, 
to whom they bad, at times, conducted themselves 
after a fashion somewhat uncivil and barbarous ; 
uttering hideous outcries, in imitation of the war 
whoop ; knocking down peaceable citizens, and 
pretending to scalp them ; thrusting their guns in 
at windows, and committing unheard-of ravages 
among hen-roosts and hog-pens.' 

Though the city was now safe from all external 
danger, contentions sprang up within its precincts, 
which, though by no means as perilous, were not 
less clamorous and angry than those menaced from 
an irruption of the rioters,' The rival factions 

' David RittonhouBe, In ore of hie letlens, speaki with great horror of 
tlic enormitiea oomtnitted b; tbe Paxton Boy*, and enutueraus varioui 
partioulars of their conduct. See Banon, Mem. of RiOenhmae, 148. 

• " Whether the Paxton men were ' more sinned agaiiut than aimiing,' 
wu a queslioD which was agiCate<! with so much ardor and acrimany. 
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turned savagely upon each other ; while the more 
philosophic citizens stood laughing by, and ridi- 
culfid them both. The Presbyterians grew furious 
the Quakers dogged and spiteful. PamphletB, 
farces, dialogues, and poems came forth in qidck 
succession. These sometimes exhibited a few 
traces of wit, and even of reasonisg-; but abuse 
was the favorite weapon, and it is difficult to say 
which of the combatants handled it with the 
greater freedom and dexterity.' The Quakera 

th&t even the iclioolbo^a became warmly engaged in the contest. For 
my own part, though of the religious sect wliicb had been long warring 
with the Quakers, I was entirely on the side of humaniiy and public duty, 
(or in this do I beg the question ? ) and perfectly recollect my indignaCon 
Bt the Bentimente of one of the ushers who was on the opposite aide. Ui* 
name was Davis, and he was really a kind, good-natured man ; yat from 
the dominion of his raligioua or political prejudices, he had been led to 
apologize for, if not to approve of an outrage, which was a disgrace to & 
civilized people. Ha had been among the riSemen on their coming into 
tlie city, and, talking with them upon the suhject of the Lancneter mas- 
sacre, and particularly of the killing of Will Sock, the most distinguished 
of the victims, related with an air of approbation, this rodomontade of the 
real or pretended murderer. ' I,' said he, ' am the man who killed Will 
8ock — this is the arm that slabbed him to the heart, and Igloifin it'" 
^Memoi' of a Life chieflg passed in Penaai/leania, ^. 

1 " PoraoDB who were intimate now scarcely speak ; or, if they hap- 
pen to meet and converse, presently get to quarrelling. In short, harmony 
and love seem to he banishel from amongst us." 

The above is an eitract from the letter so oflen referred to. A frag- 
ment of the "Faxtuniod," one of the poems of the day, is given in the 
Appendix. Fen of the party pamphlets are worth qnoting, but the titles 
of some of them will ^ve an idea of their character: The Quaker Un- 
masked — A Looking-Glasa fbr Presbyterians — A Battle of Squirt — 
f lain Tmth — Plain Truth fbuud to be Plain Falsehood — The Author of 
Flaln Truth Stripped Stark Naked — Clothes for a Stark Kaked Author 
— The Squabble, a Pastoral Eclogue — etc., etc. 

The pamphlet called Plain Truth drew down the especial indignation 
of the Quakers, and the following extract from one of their rephes to it 
may serve as a &ir specimen of the temper of the combalantis : " But 
bow came you to give your piece the Title of Plain Truth ; if you had 
tailed it dowmight Lies, it would have agreed better with the Contents 
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accused the Presbyterians of coiiQiving at the act 
of murderers, of perverting Scripture for their 
defence, and of aiding the rioters with counsel and 
money in their audacious attempt against the pub- 
lic peace. The Presbyterians, on their part, with 
about equal justice, charged the Quakers with 
leaguing themselves with the common enemy and 
exciting them to war. They held up to scorn those 
accommodating principles which denied the aid of 
arms to sulFering fellow-countrymen, but justified 
their use at the first call of self-interest. The 
Quaker warrior, in his sober garb of ostentatious 
simplicity, his prim person adorned with militaiy 
trappings, and his hands grasping a musket which 
threatened more peril to himself than to his enemy, 
was a subject of ridicule too tempting to be over- 
looked. 

While this paper warfare was raging in the city, 
the representatives of the frontiersmen, Smith and 
Gibson, had laid before the Assembly the memorial, 
entitled the Remonstrance ; and to this a second 
paper, styled a Declaration, was soon aftei-wards 
added.' Various grievances were specified, for 
which redress was demanded. It was urged that 

llie Title therefore is a deception, and the contents manifeitl}' &lee ; in 
Bhort, I Imve careftilly examined i(, and find in it no Ie»a than 17 PositiT* 
LioB, and 10 &1se Insinuations contained in 15 pages, Monstrous, and from 
what lias been eaid must conclude that when you wrote it. Truth was 
banished entirely from you, and that you wrote it nith a truly Fioiu 
Lying P n Spirit, which appears in almost every Line 1 " 

The peaceful society of Friends found among its ranks more than ona 
■uch champion as the ingenious writer of tlie above. Two collections of 
tliese pamphlets liave been examined, one preserved in the City Librarj 
of Philadelphia, and the other in that of the New York UUtorical Society 

1 See Appendix, E. 
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those counties where the Quaker interest prevailed 
sent to the Assembly more than their due shai'e of 
representatives. The memorialists bitterly com- 
plained of a law, then before the Assembly, by 
which those charged with murdering Indians were 
to be brought to trial, not in the district where the 
act was committed, but in one of the three eastern 
counties. They represented the Moravian converts 
as enemies in disguise, and denounced the policy 
which yielded them protection and support while 
the sick and wounded of the frontiers were ci-uelly 
abandoned to their misery. They begged that a 
suitable reward might be offered for scalps, since 
the want of such encouragement had " damped 
the spirits of many brave men." Angry invectives 
against the Quakers succeeded. To the " villany, 
infatuation, and influence of a certain faction, that 
have got the political reins in their hands, and 
tamely tyrannize over the other good subjects of 
the province," were to be ascribed, urged the 
memorialists, the intolerable evils which afflicted 
the people. The Quakers, they insisted, had held 
private treaties with the Indians, encouraged them 
to hostile acts, and excused their cruelties on the 
charitable plea that this was their method of mak- 
ing war. 

The memorials were laid before a committee, 
who recommended that a public conference should 
be held with Smith and Gibson, to consider the 
grounds of complaint. To this the governor, in 
view of the illegal position assumed by the fron- 
tiersmen, would not give his consent; an assertion 
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of dignity that would have doue bim more honor 
had he made it when the rioters were in arms 
hefore the city, at which time he had shown an 
abundant alacrity to negotiate. It was intimated 
to Smith and Gibson that they might leave Phila- 
delphia; and the Assembly soon after became 
involved in ita inevitable quarrela with the gov- 
ernor, relative to the granting of supplies for the 
service of the ensuing campaign. The supply bill 
passed, as mentioned in a former chapter ; and the 
consequent military preparations, together with a 
threatened renewal of the war on the part of the 
enemy, engrossed the minds of the frontier people, 
an^ caused the excitements of the winter to be 
forgotten. No action on the two memorials was 
ever taken by the Assembly ; and the memorable 
Paxton riots had no other definite result than that 
of exposing the weakness and distraction of the 
provincial government, and demonstrating the follj 
and absurdity of all principles of non-resistance. 

Yet to the student of human nature these events 
supply abundant food for reflection. In the fron- 
tiersman, goaded by the madness of his misery 
to deeds akin to those by which he suffered, 
and half believing that, in the perpetmtion 
of these atrocities, he was hut the minister of 
divine Tengeance ; in the Quaker, absorbed by one 
narrow philanthropy, and closing his eai-s to the 
outcries of hia wretched countrymen ; in the Pres- 
byterian, urged by party spirit and sectarian zeal 
to countenance the crimes of rioters and murder- 
ers, — in each and all of these lies an embodied 
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eatire, which may find its application in every age 
of the world, and every condition of society. 

The Moravian Indians, the occasion — and, at 
least, as regards most of them, the innocent occa- 
sion — of the tumult, remained for a full year in 
the harracks of Philadelphia. There they endured 
frightful sufferings from the small-pox, which 
destroyed more than a third of their number. 
After the concJusion of peace, they were permitted 
to depart ; and, having thanked the governor for 
his protection and care, they withdrew to the banks 
of the Susquehanna, where, under the direction of 
the niission^iries, they once more formed a pros- 
perous settlement.' 

ILo^id, Part n. 281. 
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CHAPTER XXVL 



BBADBTREETS AEMT ON THE LAKES. 

The campaign of 1763, a year of disaster to the 
English colonies, was throughout of a defensive 
nature, and no important blow had been struck 
against the enemy. With the opening of the fol 
lowing spring, preparations were made to renew 
the war on a more decisive plan. Before the com 
mencement of hostilities, Sir William Johnson and 
his deputy, George Croghan, severally addressed to 
the lords of trade memorials, setting forth the char- 
acter, temper, and resources of the Indian tribes, and 
suggesting the course of conduct which they judged 
it expedient to pursue. They represented that, 
before the conquest of Canada, all the tribes, jeal 
OU3 of French encroachment, had looked to the 
English to befriend and protect them;. but that 
now one general feeling of distrust and hatred 
filled them all. They added that the neglect and 
injustice of the British government, the outrages 
of ruffian borderers and debauched traders, and 
the insolence of English soldiers, had aggravated 
this feeling, and given double effect to the restless 
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machinations of the defeated French; Tvho, to 
revenge themselves on their conquerors, were con- 
stantly Stirling up the Indians to war. A race so 
brave aud tenacious of liberty, so wild and erratic 
in their habits, dwelling in a countiy so savage and 
inaccessible, could not be exterminated or reduced 
to subjection without an immoderate expenditure 
of men, money, and time. The true policy of the 
British government was therefore to conciliate ; to 
soothe their jealous pride, galled by injuries and 
insults ; to gratify them by presents, and treat 
them with a respect aud attention to which their 
haughty spirit would not fail to respond. We 
ought, they said, to make the Indians our friends ; 
and, by a just, consistent, and straightforward 
course, seek to gain their esteem, and wean them 
from their partiality to the French. To remove the 
constant irritation which arose from the intrusion 
of the white inhabitants on their territory, Croghan 
urged the expediency of purchasing a large tract 
of land to the westward of the English settlements ; 
thus confining the tribes to remoter hunting-grounds. 
For a moderate sum the Indians would part with aa 
much land as might be required. A little more, 
laid out in annual presents, would keep them in 
good temper ; and by judicious management all 
hostile collision might be prevented, till, by the 
extension of the settlements, it should become 
expedient to make yet another purchase.' 

This plan was afterwards carried into execution 
by the British government Founded as it is upon 

' MS. Jahnton Papan. 
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the supposition that the Indian tribes must gradually 
dwindle and waste away, it might well have awak 
ened the utmost fears of that unhappy people. 
Yet none but an enthusiast or fanatic could con- 
demn it as iniquitous. To reclaim the Indiana 
from their savage state has again and again been 
attempted, and each attempt has failed. Theii 
intractable, unchanging character leaves no other 
alternative than their gradual extinction, or the 
abandonment of the western world to eternal bar- 
barism : and of this and other similar plans, 
whether the offspring of British or American 
legislation, it may alike be said that sentimental 
philanthropy will find it easier to cavil at than to 
amend them. 

Now, turning from the Indians, let aa observe 
the temper of those whose present business it was 
to cudgel them into good behavior ; that is to say, 
the British officers, of high and low degree. They 
seem to have been in a mood of universal discon- 
tent, not in the least surprising when one consid- 
ers that they were forced to wage, with crippled 
resources, an arduous, profitleiss, and inglorious 
war ; while perverse and jealous legislatures added 
gall to their bitterness, and taxed their patience 
to its utmost endurance. The impossible require- 
ments of the commander-in-chief were sometimes 
joined to their other vexations. Sir Jeffrey 
Amherst, who had, as we have seen, but a slight 
opinion of Indians, and possibly of everybody else 
except a British nobleman and a British soldier, 
expected much of his officers : and was at timex 



:!,a,l,zc.bvG00gIe 



1708,1764.1 COMPLAINTS OF OFFICERS. 159 

uoreasonable in his anticipations of a prompt 
" vengeance on the barbarians," Thus he had 
no sooner heard of the loss of Michillimackiuac, 
Miami, and other western outposts, than he sent 
orders to Gladwyn to re-establish them at once. 
Gladwyn, who had scarcely force enough to main- 
tain himself at Detroit, thereupon writes to his 
friend Bouquet : " The last I received from tbe 
General is of the second July, in which I am 
ordered to establish the outposts immediately. At 
the time I received these orders, I knew it was 
impossible to comply with any part of them : the 
event shows I was right. I am heaiiily wearied of 
my command, and I have signified the same to 
Colonel Amherst (Sir Jeffrey's adjutant). I hope 
1 shall be relieved soon ; if not, I intend to quit 
the service, for I would not choose to be any longer 
exposed to the villany and treachery of the settle 
ment and Indians." 

Two or three weeks before the above was written. 
George Croghan. Sir William Johnson's deputy, 
who had long lived on the frontier, and was 
as well versed in Indian affairs as the com- 
mander-in-cbief was ignorant of them, wrote 
to Colonel Bouquet : — " Seven tribes in Canada 
have offered their services to act with the King's 
troops; but the General seems determined to 
neither accept of Indians' services, nor provincials'. 
... I have resigned out of the service, and will 
start for England about the beginning of Decem- 
ber. Sir Jeffrey Amherst would not give his 
consent; so I made my resignation in writing, and 
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gave my reasons for so doing. Had I continued, 
I could be of no more service than I have 
been tbese eighteen months past ; which was none 
at all, as no regard waa bad to any intelligence I 
sent, no more than to my opinion," Croghan, who 
could not be spared, was induced, on Gage's acces- 
sion to the command, to withdraw his resignation 
and retain his post. 

Next, we have a series of complaints from Lieu 
tenant Blane of Fort Ligonier ; who congratulates 
Bouquet on his recent victory at Bushy Run, and 
adds : " I have now to beg that I may not be left 
any longer in this forlorn way, for 1 can assure you 
the fatigue I have gone through begins to get the 
better of me. I must therefore beg that you will 
appoint me, by the return of the convoy, a proper 
garrison. . . . My present situation is fiiliy times 
worse than ever." And again, on the seventeenth 
of September; "I must beg leave to recommend to 
your particular attention the sick soldiers here ; as 
there is neither surgeon nor medicine, it would 
really be charity to order them up. 1 must also 
beg leave to ask what you intend to do with the 
poor starved militia, who have neither shirts, shoes, 
nor any thing else. I am sorry you can do nothing 
for the poor inhabitants. ... I really get heartily 
tired of this post." He endured it some two months 
more, and then breaks out again on the twenty- 
fourth of November : '* I intend going home by the 
first opportunity, being pretty much tired of a service 
that's 80 little worth any man's time ; and the more 
so, as I cannot but think I have been particularly 
unlucky in it." 
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Now follow the letters, written in French, of the 
gallant Swiss, Captain Ecuyer, always lively and 
entertaining evpn in his discontent. He writes to 
Bouquet from Bedford, on the thirteenth of Novem- 
ber. Like other officers on the frontier, he com- 
plains of the settlers, who, notwithstanding theii 
fear of the enemy, always did their best to shelter 
deserters ; and he gives a list of eighteen soldiera 
who had deserted within five days : ' " I have been 
twenty-two years in service, and I never in my life 
saw any thing equal to it, — a gang of mutineers, 
bandits, cut-tbroats, especially tbe grenadiers. I 
have been obliged, after all the patience imagin- 
able, to have two of them whipped on the spot, 
without court-raarxial. One wanted to kill the ser- 
geant and the other wanted to kill me. . . . For 
God's sake, let me go and raise cabbages. You 
can do it if you will, and I shall thank you eter- 
nally for it. Don't refuse, I beg you. Besides, my 
health is not very good ; and X don't know if I can 
go up again to Fort Pitt with this convoy." 

Bouquet himself was no better satisfied than his 
correspondents. On the twentieth of June, 1764, 
he wrote to Gage, Amherst's successor : " I flatter 
myself that you will do me the favor to have me 

1 "The three companiea of Bayal Americans were reduced when I met 
them at I«iica«ter to 55 men, haviog lost SS hj desertion in m; ihort 
idwence. 1 look npon Sir Jeffl%7 Amherst's Orders forbiddiog me to 
oontinne to discluu^ u iXHval the men whose time of serrice was ezpiied, 
•nd keeping ns for seTeo jears in the Woods, — as the occasion of this 
unprecedented desertion. The encouragement given every where in this 
Conntry to deserters, screened almost by every person, must in time ruin 
the Army, mtless the Laws against Harbourerg are better enforced by 
the American (/mvinciol) government." — Doaquel to Gage, 20 June, 17S1. 
-at. 11. 11 
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relieved from this command, the burden and 
fatigaes of which I begin to feel my strength 
very unequal to." 

Gage knew better than to relieve him, and Bou- 
quet was forced to resign himself to another year 
of bush-fighting. The plan of the summer's cam- 
jjaign had been settled ; and he was to be the most 
important, if not the most conspicuous, actor in it 
It had been resolved to march two armies from 
different points into the heart of the Indian coun- 
try. The first, under Bouquet, was to advance 
from Fort Pitt into the midst of the Delaware and 
Shawanoe settlements of the valley of the Ohio. 
The other, under Colonel Bradstreet, was to pass 
up the lakes, and force the tribes of Detroit, and 
the regions beyond, to unconditional submission. 

The name of Bradstreet was already well known 
in America. At a dark and ill-omened period of 
the French war, he had crossed Lake Ontario with 
a force of three thousand provincials, ^id captured 
Fort Frontenac, a formidable stronghold of the 
French, commanding the outlet of the lake. He 
had distinguished himself, moreover, by his gallant 
conduct in a skirmish with the French and Indians 
on the River Oswego. These exploits had gained 
for him a reputation beyond his merits. He was a 
man of more activity than judgment, self-willed, 
vain, and eager for notoriety ; qualities which 
became sufficiently apparent before the end of 
the campaign.' 
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Several of the northern proTinces furnished 
troops for the expedition ; but these levies did not 
arrive until after the appointed time ; and, as the 
service promised neither honor nor advantage, they 
were of very indifferent quality, looking, according 
to an officer of the expedition, more like candidates 
for a hospital than like men fit for the arduous duty 
before them. The rendezvous of the troops was 
at Albany, and thence they took their departure 
about the end of June. Adopting the usual mili- 
tary route to the westward, they passed up the 
Mohawk, crossed the Oneida Lake, and descended 
the Onondaga, The boats and bateaux, crowded 
with men, passed between the war-worn defences 
of Oswego, which guarded the mouth of the river 
on either hand, and, issuing forth upon Lake Onta- 
rio, steered in long procession over its restless 
waters. A storm threw the flotilla into confusion ; 
and several days elapsed before the ramparts of 
Fort Niagara rose in sight, breaking the tedious 
monotony of the forest-covered shores. The troops 
landed beneath its walls. The sun-ounding plains 
were soon dotted with the white tents of the little 
army, whose strength, far inferior to the original 
design, did not exceed twelve hundred men. 

military chRracter. Hii remarkB, hnweTer, hare refeKnce BOJely to tti« 
capture of Fort Frontenac ; and be Beeme to have derived his impreuiom 
from the public prints, as he had no personal knowledge of BiadBtreet. 
The view eipreseed above is derived from the letter* of Bnulatteet him- 
aelf, from the correspondeoce of General Gage and Sir William Johnaon, 
and from a MS. paper containing numerona details of hia conduct during 
the campaign of 1TK4, and drawn up bj the ofScera ivho Mrrtd imder 

This paper ii in the pogaeiaion of Mrs. W. !<. Stone. 
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A Striking spectacle greeted them on their land- 
ing. Hundreds of Indian cabins were clustered 
along the skirts of" the forest, and a countless mul- 
titude of savages, in aU the picturesque variety of 
their barbaric costume, were roaming over the 
fields, or lounging about the shores of the lake. 
Towards the close of the previous winter, Sir Wil- 
liam Johnson had despatched Indian messengers 
to the tribes far and near, warning them of the 
impending blow ; and urging all who were friendly 
to the English, or disposed to make peace while 
there was yet time, to meet him at Niagara, and 
listen to his words. Throughout the winter, the 
sufferings of the Indians had been great and gen- 
eral. The suspension of the fur-trade ; the con- 
sequent want of ammunition, clothing, and other 
articles of necessity ; the failure of expected aid 
from the French ; and, above all, the knowledge 
that some of their own people had taken up arms 
for the English, combined to quench their thirst 
for war. Johnson's messengers had therefore been 
received with unexpected favor, and many had 
complied with his invitation. Some came to pro- 
test their friendship for the English ; others hoped, 
by an early submission, to atone for past miscon- 
duct. Some came as spies ; while others, again, 
were lured by the hope of receiving presents, and 
especially a draught of English milk, diat is to say, 
a dram of whiskey. 

The trader, Alexander Henry, the same who so 
narrowly escaped the massacre at Michillimackinac, 
waa with a party of Ojibwas at the Sault Ste. 
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Marie, when a canoe, filled with warriors, arrived, 
bringing the message of Sir William Johnson. A 
council was called ; and the principal meaaenger, 
offering a belt of wampum, spoke aa follows : " My 
friends and brothers, I am come with this belt from 
om- great father, Sir "William Johnson. He desired 
me to come to you, as bis ambassador, and tell you 
that he is making a great feast at Fort Niagara ; 
that his kettles are all ready, and his firea lighted. 
He invites you to partake of the feast, in common 
with your friends, the Six Nations, who have all 
made peace with the English. He advises you to 
seize this opportunity of doing the aame, as you 
cannot otherwise fail of being destroyed ; for the 
English are on their mai'ch with a great army, 
which will be joined by different nations of Indi- 
ans. In a word, before the fall of the leaf they 
will be at Michillimackinac, and the Six Nations 
with them." 

The Ojibwas had been debating whether they 
should go to Detroit, to the assistance of Pontiac, 
who had just sent them a message to that effect ; 
but the speech of Johnson's messenger turned the 
current of their thoughts. Most of them were in 
favor of accepting the invitation ; but, distrusting 
mere human wisdom in a crisis ao important, they 
resolved, before taking a decisive step, to invoke 
the superior intelligence of the Great Turtle, the 
chief of all the spirits. A huge wigwam was 
erected, capable of containing the whole popula- 
tion of the little village. In the centre, a sort of 
tabernacle was constructed by driving posts into 
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the ground* and closely coTeiing them with hides. 
With the arrival of night, the propitious time for 
consulting their oracle, all the warriors assembled 
in the spacious wigwam, half lighted by the lurid 
glare of fires, and waited, in suspense and awe, the 
issue of the invocation. The . medicine man, or 
magician, stripped almost naked, now entered the 
central tabernacle, which was barely large enough 
to receive him, and carefully closed the aperture. 
At once the whole structure began to shake with a 
violence which threatened its demolition; and a 
confusion of horrible sounds, shrieks, howls, yells, 
and moans of anguish, mingled with articulate 
words, sounded in hideous discord from within. 
This outrageous clamor, which annouuced to the 
horror-stricken spectators the presence of a host 
of evil spirits, ceased as suddenly as it had begun. 
A low, feeble sound, like the whine of a young 
puppy, was next heard within the recess ; upon 
which the warriors raised a cry of joy, and hailed 
it as the voice of the Great Turtle — the spirit 
who never lied. The magician soon announced 
that the spirit was ready to answer any question 
which might be proposed. On this, the chief 
warrior stepped forward ; and, having propitiated 
the Great Turtle by a present of tobacco thrust 
through a small hole in the tabernacle, inquired if 
the English were in reality preparing to attack the 
Indians, and if the troops were already come to 
Niagara. Once more the tabernacle was violently 
shaken, a loud yell wag heard, and it was apparent 
to all that the spirit was gone. A pause of anxious 
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expectation ensued ; when, after the lapse of a 
quarter of an hour, the weak, puppy-like voice of 
the Great Turtle was again heard addressing the 
magician in a language unknown to the auditors. 
When the spirit ceased speaking, the magician 
interpreted his words. During the short interval 
of his departure, he had crossed Lake Huron, 
visited Niagara, and descended the St. Lawrence to 
Montreal. Few soldiers had as yet reached Niag- 
ara ; but as he flew down the St. Lawrence, he had 
Been the water covered with boats, all filled with 
English warriors, coming to make war on the Indi- 
ans. Having obtained this answer to his first 
question, the chief ventured to propose another ; 
and inquired if he and his people, should they 
accept the invitation of Sir William Johnson, 
would be well received at Niagara. The answer 
was most satisfactory. " Sir William Johnson," 
said the spirit, " will fill youi" canoes with presents ; 
with blankets, kettles, guns, gunpowder and shot ; 
and large barrels of rum, such as the stoutest 
of the Indians will not be able to lift ; and every 
man will return in safety to his family," This 
grateful response produced a general outburst of 
acclamations ; and, with cries of joy, many voices 
were heard to exclaim, " I will go too ! I wUl go 
tool" 



' Henijr, TrtiDtU and Adnentartt, YJl. 

Tbe method of iDVoking the Epirits, deicribeil BboT«, ii k fhTorite ipedet 
of impoattitw among the medidne men of moBt Algonquin tribes, and had 
been obeerred and described a century and a half before the period of thit 
UMOTj. Champtaia, the founder of Canada, witnegaed one of theaa 
otremonlM; and the Jesait Le Jeune gives ar Hccount ofa sorcerer, who. 
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They set out, accordingly, for Niagara ; and 
thither also numerous bands of warriors were tend- 
ing, urged by similar messages, and encouraged, it 
may be, by similar responses of their oracles. 
Oossing fresh-water oceans in their birch canoes, 
and threading the devious windings of solitary 
Btreams, they came flocking to the common centre 
of attraction. Such a concourse of savages has 
seldom been seen in America. Menomonies, Otta- 
was, Ojibwas, Mississaugas, from the north ; Caugh- 
nawagas from Canada, even Wyandots from Detroit, 
together with a host of Iroquois, were congregated 
round Fort Niagara to the number of more than 
two thousand warriors ; many of whom had 
brought with them their women and children.* 

having invoked a epirit Id this mtuiner, Ireacherouslj killed him with a 
hatchet; the myeterious visitant liaving assumed a visible and tangible 
form, which exposed him to the inuidenta of mortality. During thesa 
invocations, the lodge or tabernacle was alwajs observed to shake vio- 
lently to and fro, in a manner so remarkable as eiceedinglj- to perplex 
tlie nbservers. The variety of discordant sonnds, uttered by the medicins 
man, need not surprise us more than those ai^urate imitations of tlia 
cries of various inimuiiB, Co which Indian hunters are accustomed to truu 
tlicir strong and flexihie voices. 

1 MS. Johoaoa Papers. 

The following extract from Henry's TVavda will exhibit the feeiinga 
with wliich the Indians came to the conference at Niagara, besides illus- 
trating a curious feature of their superstitions. Many tribes, including 
some widely diflering in language and habits, regard the rattlesnake with 
superstitious veneration ; looking upon him either as a manitou, or spirit, 
or as a creature endowed with mystic powers and attributes, giving hiiD 
an influence over the fortunes of mankind. Henry accompanied liis 
Indian compHOions to Niagara ; and, on the way, he chanced to discover 
one of these snakes near their encampment : — 

" The reptile was coiled, and its head raised considerably above its 
body. Had 1 advanced another step before my discovery, I must have 
trodden upon it. 

" I no sooner saw the snake, than I hastened to tlie canoe, in order to 
procure my gun ; but the Indiaes, observing what I was doing, inqub^ 
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Even the Sacs, the Foxes, and the Winnebagoes 
had sent their deputies ; and the Osages, a tribe 

the occailon, and, being Informed, be^ed me to desist. At lite lune 
time, thef followed me to the ipoC, with their pipea and toliacco-poucliei 
In their hands. On returning, I found the innke sHll coiled. 

" The Indians, on their part, eniTOunded it, all addresaing it by tuma, 
and calling it their gnuidfathtr, but ;et keeping at some distance. During 
this part of the ceremony, they filled their pipes ; and now eacli blew tlie 
imoke toward the enake, who, aa it appeared to me, really received it 
with pleasm^. In a word, after remaining coiled, and receiving incense, 
for the space of half an hour, it stretched itself along the ground, in visible 
good humor. Its length was between fbur and five feet. Having remained 
outstretched for some time, at last il moved slowly away, the Indians fol' 
lowing it, and still addressing it hy the tide of grandfather, hcseeching it 
to take care of their Ikmiliea during their absence, and to be pleased lo 
open the heart of Sir William Johnsoa, so tliat he miglit tliomtliem diaritf, 
and fill their canoe with rum. 

" One of the chiefs added a petition, that the snake would take no 
notice of the iusutt which had been offered him by the Englislinian, vrho 
would even have put him to death, but for the interference of the Indians, 
to whom it waa hoped he would impute no part of the ofience. They fur- 
ther reqaested, that be would remaia, and not return among the Engiisli 
that is, go eastward. 

"After the rattlesnake waa gone, I learned that tlds waa (lie first tinte 
tluit an individual of the species had been seen so f^ to the northward 
ftnd westward of the River Des Franfais; a circumstance, moreover, IVom 
which my companions were disposed to infer, that this maailo had come, 
or been tent, on purpose to meet them ; that his errand had been no 
other than to step them on their way ; and that consequently it would be 
most advisable to return to the point of departure. I was bo fortunate, 
however, as to prevail with them lo embark ; and at six o'clock in (lie 
evening we again encamped. 

''Early the next morning we proceeded. We had a serene sky and 
very little wind, and the Indians therefore determined on steering across 
the li^e, to an island which Just appeared in the horizon j savhig, by thia 
course, a distance of thirty miles, which would be lost in keeping the 
shore. At nine o'clock a.m. we had a light breeze, to enjoy the benefit 
of which we hoisted salt. 8oonafler,the wind increased, and the Indians, 
beginning to be alarmed, frequently called on the rattlesnake to come to 
their assistance. By degrees the waves grew high ; and at eleven o'clock 
it blew a hurricane, and we eipeoied every moment to be swallowed 
up. From prayers, the Indians proceeded now to sacrifices, both alike 
oKred to the god-rattlesnake, or maniio-kinibic. One of the chiefs took a 
d(^, and after tying it* fore legs together, threw it overboard, at tlie 
tame time calling on the snake to preserve us from bciug drowned, and 
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beyond the Miasissippi, had their representative in 
tliis general meeting. 

Though the assembled multitude consisted, for 
the most part, of the more pacific members of the 
tribes represented, yet their friendly disposition 
was by no means certain. Several straggling 
Boldiers were shot at in the neighborhood, and it 
soon became apparent that the utmost precaution 
musl be taken to avert a rupture. The troops were 
kept always on their guard ; while the black muz- 
zles of the cannon, thrust from the bastions of the 
fort, struck a wholesome awe into the savage 
throng below. 

Although 60 many bad attended the meeting, 
there were still numerous tribes, and portions of 
ti'ibes, who maintained a rancorous, unwavering 
hostility. The Delawares and Shawanoes, how- 
ever, against whom Bouquet, with the army of the 
south, was then in the act of advancing, sent a 
message to the effect, that, though they had no fear 
of the English, and though they regarded them as 
old women, and held them in contempt, yet, out of 



tUairing him to laUefy his hunger with the carcasB of the dog. The 
Bimke was aDpropitioiu, and the wind increased. Another chief McriSceil 
another dog, with the addition of some tobacco, la the prayer wliich 
Bcccmpanied these giils, he besought the snake, a« before, not to aveoga 
upon the Indiani the insult which he had received from myself, in tli« 
conceptioa of a design to pat him to death. He assured the snake that I 
WIS absolutely an Englishman, and of kin naither to him nor to them. 

"At the conclusion of thia speech, an Indian, who sat near ma, 
observed, that if wa were drowned it would be for my fault alone, and 
that I ought myself lo be sacrificed, to appease the angry manito ; nor 
was I without apprehensions, that, in case of extremity, tills would be my 
late ; but, h^ipily for me, tlie storm at length abated, and we reaolied the. 
itlaud safety ."—Henry, Trnntit, 175. 
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pity for their sufferings, they were willing to treat 
of peace. To this insolent missive Johnson made 
no answer ; and, indeed, those who sent it were, at 
this very time, renewing the bloody work of the 
preceding year along the holders of Pennsylvania 
and Virginia. The Senecas, that numerous and 
warlike people, to whose savage enmity weier to be 
ascribed the massacre at the Devil's Hole, and 
other disasters of the last summer, had recently 
made a preliminary treaty with Sir William John- 
son, and at the same time pledged themselves to 
appear at Ni^ara to ratify and complete it. They 
broke their promise ; and it soon became known 
that they had leagued themselves with a large band 
of hostile Delawares, who had visited their countrj , 
Upon this, a messenger was sent to them, threaten- 
ing tliat, unless they instantly came to Niagara, Che 
English would march upon them and burn their 
villages. The menace had full effect; and a large 
body of these formidable wamors appeared at the 
English camp, bringing fourteen prisoners, besides 
several deserters and runaway slaves. A peace 
was concluded, on condition that they should never 
again attack the English, and that they should cede 
to the British crown a strip, of land, between the 
Lakes Erie and Ontario, four miles in width, on 
both sides of the Kiver, or Strait, of Niagara.* A 
treaty was next made with a deputation of Wyan- 
dots from Detroit, on condition of the delivery of 



3,a,l,zc.bvG00gIe 



172 BBADSTREET'S ABMT ON THE LAKES. [1764, Jdlt 

prisoners, and the preservation of friendship for 
the future. 

Councils were next held-, in turn, with each of 
the various tribes assembled around the fort, some 
of whom craved forgiveness for the hostile acts 
they had committed, and deprecated the vengeance 
of the English ; while others alleged their inno- 
cence, urged their extreme wants and necessities, 
and begged that English traders might once more 
be allowed to visit them. The council-room in 
the fort was crowded from morning till night ; and 
the wearisome formalities of such occasions, the 
speeches made and replied to, and the final shak- 
ing of hands, smoking of pipes, and serving out 
of whiskey, engrossed the time of the superintend- 
ent for many successive days. 

Among the Indians present were a band of Otta- 
was from MichilUmackinac, and remoter settle- 
ments, beyond Lake Michigan, and a band of 
Menomonies from Green Bay. The former, it will 
be remembered, had done good service to the Eng- 
lish, by rescuing the survivors of the ganison of 
Michillimackinac from the clutches of the Ojibwas ; 
and the latter had deserved no less at their hands, 
by the protection they had extended to Lieutenant 
Gorell, and the garrison at Green Bay. Conscious 
of their merits, they had come to Niagara in full 
confidence of a favorable reception. Nor were 
they disappointed ; for Johnson met them with a 
cordial welcome, and greeted them as fiiends and 
brothers. They, on their part, were not "anting 
in expressions of pleasure ; and one of their orators 
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exclaimed, in the figurative language of his people, 
*' When our brother came to meet us, the storms 
ceased, the lake became smooth, and the whole 
face of nature was changed." 

They disowned all connection or privity with the 
designs of Pontiac. " Brother," said one of the 
Ottawa chiefs, " you must not imagine 1 am 
acquainted with the cause of the war. I only 
heard a little bird whistle au account of it, and, 
on going to Michillimackinac, I found your people 
killed ; upon which I sent our priest to inquire 
into the matter. On the priest's return, he brought 
me no favorable account, but a war-hatchet from 
Pontiac, which I scarcely looked on, and immedi- 
ately threw away." 

Another of the Ottawas, a chief of the remoter 
band of Lake Michigan, spoke to a similar effect, 
as follows : " We are not of the same people aa 
those residing about Michillimackinac ; we only 
heard at a distance that the enemy were killing 
your soldiers, on which we covered our heads, and 
I resolved not to suffer my people to engage in the 
war. I gathered them together, and made them 
sit still. In the spring, on uncovering my head, I 
perceived that they had again begun a war, and 
that tiie sky was all cloudy in that quarter." 

The superintendent thanked them for their fidel- 
ity to the English ; reminded them that their true 
interest lay in the preservation of peace, and con- 
cluded with a gifl of food and clothing, and a 
permission, denied to all the rest, to open a traffic 
with the traders, who had already begun to assem- 
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ble at the fort. " And now, my brother," Baid a 
warrior, as the council was about to break up, " we 
beg that you will tell us where we can find some 
mm to comfort us ; for it ia long since we have 
tasted any, and we are very thirsty." This honest 
request was not refused. The liquor was dis- 
Iiibuted, and a more copious supply promised for 
the future ; upon which the deputation departed, 
and repaired to their encampment, much pleased 
with their reception.' 

Throughout these conferences, one point of pol- 
icy was constantly adhered to. No general council 
was held. Separate treaties were made, in order 
to promote mutual jealousies and rivalries, and dis- 
courage the feeling of union, and of a common 
cause among the widely scattered tribes. Johnson 
at length completed his task, and, on the sixth of 
August, set sail for Oswego. The march of the 
army had hitherto been delayed by rumors of bos- 
tile designs on the part of the Indians, who, it waa 
said, had formed a scheme for attacking Fort Niag- 
ara, as soon as the troops should have left the 
ground. Now, however, when the concourse was 
melting away, and the tribes departing for their 
distant homes, it was thought that the danger was 
past, and that the army might safely resume its 
progress. They advanced, accordingly, to Fort 
Schlosser, above the cataract, whither their boats 
and bateaux had been sent before them, craned up 

* HS. Jhltaxm Papers. MS. MintiUi of Confirenee ml/i the Aufi ani 
aarrion aftht Ottavmi and Menonumin al Fort Niagara, July 20, 1764. Tha 
Bitrat.'Is given above toe copied Terbatim from the origlaaX record. 



3,a,l,zc.bvG00gIe 



1764, Ana.] ALEXANDEB HENRY. 175 

the rocks at Lewiston, and dragged by oxen over 
the rough portage road. The troops had been 
joined by three hundred friendly Indians, and an 
eqoal number of Canadians. The appearance of 
the latter in arms would, it was thought, have great 
effect on the minds of the enemy, who had always 
looked upon them as friends and supporters. Of 
the Indian allies, the greater part were Iroquois, 
and the remainder, about a hundred in number, 
Ojibwas and Mississaugas ; the former being the 
same who had recently arrived from the Sault Ste. 
Marie, bringing with them their prisoner, Alex- 
ander Henry. Henry was easily persuaded to 
accompany the expedition ; and the command of the 
Ojibwas and Miasissaugas was assigned to him — 
" To me," writes the adventurous trader, " whose 
best hope it had lately been to live by their forbear- 
ance." His long-continued sufferings and dangers 
hardly deserved to be rewarded by so great a mis- 
fortune as that of commanding a body of Indian 
warriors; an evil from which, however, he waa 
soon to be relieved. The army had hardly beguu 
its march, when nearly all his followers ran off, 
judging it wiser to return home with the arms and 
clothing given them for the expedition, than to make 
war against their own countrymen and relatives, 
Fourteen waiTiors still remained; but on the fol- 
lowing night, wheu the army lay at Fort Schlosser, 
having contrived by some means to obtain liquor, 
they created such a coramotion in the camp, by 
yelling and firing their guns, as to excite the utmost 
indignation of the commander. They received 



3,a,l,zc.bvG00gIC 



176 BRADSTREET'S ARMY ON TUE LAKES. [1764, Ab« 

from him, in consequence, a reproof so harsh and ill 
judged, that most of them went home in disgust ; 
and Henry found his Indian battalion suddenly 
dwindled to four or five vagabond hunters.' A 
large number of Iroquois still followed the army, 
the strength of which, farther increased by a re-en- 
forcement of Highlanders, was now very consid 
erahle. 

The troops left Fort Schlosser on the eighth. 
Their boats and bateaux pushed out into the Niag- 
ara, whose expanded waters reposed in a serenity 
soon to be exchanged for the wild roar and tumult- 
uous struggle of the rapids and the cataract. They 
coasted along the southern shore of Lake Erie 
until the twelfth, when, in the neighborhood of 
Presqu' Isle, they were overtaken by a storm of rain, 
which forced them to drag their boats on shore, 
and pitch their tents in the dripping forest. Before 
the day closed, word was brought that strange 
Indians were near the camp. They soon made 
their appearance, proclaiming themselves to be 
chiefs and deputies of the Delawares and Shaw- 
anoes, empowered to beg for peace in the name of 
their respective tribes. Various opinions were 
entertained of the visitors. The Indian allies 
vrished to kill them, and many of the officers be- 
lieved them to be spies. There was no proof of 
their pretended character of deputies ; and, for all 
that appeared to the contrary, they might be a 
mere straggling party of warriors. Their profes- 
sions of an earnest desire for peace were contra- 

1 HeDi7, Tmvdt, 1S8. 
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dieted by the fact that they brought with them but 
one small belt of wampum ; a pledge no less indis- 
pensable in a treaty with these tribes than seals 
and signatures in a convention of European sover- 
eigns.' Bradstreet knew, or ought to have known, 
the character of the treacherous eueiiiy with whom 
he had to deal. He knew that the Shawanoes and 
Delawares had shown, throughout the war, a fero- 
cious and relentless hostility ; that they had sent an 
insolent message to Niagara ; and, finally, that in 
his own instructions he was enjoined to deal sternly 
with them, and not be duped by pretended over- 
tures. Yet, in spite of the suspicious character 
of the self-styled deputies, in spite of the sullen 
wrath of his Indian allies, and the murmured 
dissent of his officers, he listened to their proposals, 
and entered into a preliminary treaty. He pledged 
himself to refrain from attacking the Delawarea 
and Shawanoes, on condition that within twenty-five 
days the deputies should again meet him at San- 
dusky, in order to yield up their prisoners, and 
conclude a definite treaty of peace.' It afterwai-ds 
appeared — and this, indeed, might have been 
suspected at the time — that the sole object of 



* Every arUcle in a treaty mnst be conflrmed by a belt of nampam ; 
otherwise it is Toid. Mante, the hislorian of the Frencb war, asserts ths.t 
they brought four belts. But this ii conCradicled in coatemporary letters, 
including Bereral of General Oage and Sir William Johnson. Mante 
accompiuiled Brodilreet's expedition with the rank of m^jor ; and he is a 
Bsaloiu advocate of Ma conuuander, whom he seeks to defend, at tho 
expense both of Colonel Bouquet and General Oage. 

* PnliKiaary Tnab/ betmen Caiond Bradatna and tha DepaHet of tta 
Matoarea and Shamuioe*, amduded at L'Ana aux Faallet, « Lake Erit, 
Angust 12, 1761, MS. 

VOL. I' ' 12 
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the overtures was to retard the action of the army 
until the season should be too far advanced to 
prosecute the campaign. At this very moment, 
the Delaware and Shawanoe war-parties were 
murdering and scalping along the frontiers ; and 
the work of havoc continued for weeks, until it 
was checked at length by the operations of Colonel 
Bouquet. 

Bradstreet was not satisfied with the promise he 
had made to abandon his own hostile designs. He 
coasuramated his folly and presumption by des- 
patching a messenger to his superior officer, Colonel 
Bouquet, informing him that the Delawares and 
Shawanoes had been reduced to submission without 
his aid, and that he might \pithdraw bis troops, as 
there was no need of his advancing farther. Bou- 
quet, astonished and indignant, paid no attention 
to this communication, but pursued his march as 
before.' 

The course pursued by Bradstreet in this affair — 
a course which can only be ascribed to the vain 
ambition of finishing the war without the aid of 
others — drew upon him the severe censures of the 
commander-in-chief, who, on hearing of the treaty, 
at once annulled it' Bradstreet has been accused 

i MS. r«ttBr — Bouqwi to Gage, Sept 8. 
■ Extract from a MS. Letter — Qage to BradOrta, Sept. 2 : — 
" I again repeat that I annul and diiaTow the peace you have maile." 
The follo*ing extract* will eiprew the optnioni of Oagie with respect 
to tbii afbir. 

MS. Latter— Goje io Bmrfstreef, Oct. 15: — 

" They have negotiated with you on Lake Erie, and cut oar Ihroata 
npon the fronders. With your letters of peace I received otheife, giving 
Accounts of murdera, and these acts continue to thia time. Hail fou only 
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of having exceeded his orders, in promising to 
conclude a definite treaty with the Indians, a power 
which was vested in Sir William Johnson alone ; 
but as upon this point hia instructions were not 
explicit, he may be spared the fall weight of this 
additional charge.' 

Having, as he thought, accomplished not only a 
great part of his own task, but also the whole of 
that which had been assigned to Colonel Bouquet, 
Bradstreet resumed his progress westward, and in 
a few days reached Sandusky. He had been 
ordered to attack the Wyandots, Ottawas, and 
Miamis, dwelling near this place ; but at his ap- 
proach, these Indians, hastening to avert the 

eoenilled Colonel Bonquet, befbra you agreed npon any thing with them 

(a deference he wai certainly entitled to, instead of an order to ttop hii 
march), yoa woatd have been acqaainted with the treachery of thoM 
people, and not have Buffered younelf to be thus deceived, and you wonlA 
bare saved both Colonel Bouquet and mjielf from the dilemma yoQ ' 
]H^>ught ui into. Tou concluded a peace with people who were dally 
mmdering us." 

MS. Letter— a^fo/oituDfi, Sept. 4:— 

" Ton will have received my letter of the 2d Init., euclosin^ you the 
imacconntable treaty betwixt Colooel Rradetreet and the Shawaneie, 
Dclawares, &o. On coniideration of the treaty, it doei not appear to me 
that the ten Indiana therein mentioned were aent on an emod of peace. 
If they had, wonld they not have been at Niagara? or would the iniolent 
■nd andaciout meiuge have been sent there in the lieu of offers of peace ? 
Would not they have been better provided with belt* on such ai: occa- 
don ? They give only one string of wampum. Ton will know this 
better, but It appeart »trange to me. They certainly came to watch tlie 
motions of Ibe troops." 

1 MS.TjetteT—GagtPjBradttreel, Sept. 2: — 

Bnid»treet's instructions directed him to offer peace to inch tribes aa 
■bonld make their sabmiBsion. " To offer peace," writes Oage, " I think 
no never be construed a power to eondude and dictate tie articles of peacr, 
tud you certainly know that no such power could with propriety be lodged 
tn any person but in Sir WilUam Johnson, Us m^'esty'i sole agent anil 
mperintendent for Indian affitin." 
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danger, sent a deputation to meet him, promising 
that, if he would refrain from attacking them, they 
would follow him to Detroit, and there conclude a 
treaty. Bradstreet thought proper to trust this 
slippery promise ; though, with little loss of time, 
he might have reduced them, on the spot, to a 
much more eflfectual submission. He now bent 
his course for Detroit, leaving the Indians of San- 
dusky much delighted, and probably no less sur- 
prised, at the success of their embassy. Before 
his departure, however, he despatched Captain 
Morris, with several Canadians and friendly Indi- 
ans, to the niinois, in order to persuade the savages 
of that region to treat of peace with the English. 
The measure was in a high degree ill advised and 
rash, promising but doubtful advantage, and espos 
ing the life of a valuable officer to imminent risk. 
The sequel of Morris's adventure will soon appear. 

The English boats now entered the mouth of the 
Detroit, and on the twenty-sixth of August came 
within sight of the fort and adjacent settlements. 
The inhabitants of the Wyandot village on the 
right, who, it will be remembered, had recently 
made a treaty of peace at Niagara, ran down to 
the shore, shouting, whooping, and firing their 
guns, — a greeting more noisy than sincere, — 
while the cannon of the garrison echoed salutation 
from the opposite shore, and cheer on .cheer, deep 
and heartfelt, pealed welcome from the crowded 
ramparts. 

Well might Gladwyn's beleaguered soldiers 
rejoice at the approaching succor. They had 
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been beset for more than fifteen months by their 
wily enemy ; and though there were times when not 
an Indian could be seen, yet woe to the soldier 
who should wander into the forest in search of 
game, or stroll too far beyond range of the cannon. 
Throughout the preceding winter, they had been 
left in coQiparative quiet; but with the opening 
spring the Indians had resumed their pertinacious 
hostilities ; not, however, with the same activity 
and vigor as during the preceding summer. The 
messages of Sir William Johnson, and the tidings 
of Bradstreet's intended expedition, had had great 
effect upon their minds, and some of them had 
begged abjectly for peace ; but still the garrison 
were harassed by frequent alarms, and days and 
nights of watchfulness were their unvarying lot 
Cut off for months together from all communica- 
tion with their race ; pent up in an irksome impris- 
onment ; ill supplied with provisions, and with 
clothing worn threadbare, they hailed with delight 
the prospect of a return to the world from which 
they had been banished so long. The army had 
no sooner landed than the garrison was relieved, 
and fresh troops substituted in their place. Brad- 
street's next care was to inquire into the conduct 
of the Canadian inhabitants of Detroit, and punish 
Buch of them as had given aid to the Indians. A 
few only were found guilty, the more culpable hav- 
ing tied to the Illinois on the approach of the 
army. 

Pontiac too was gone. The great war-chief, his 
vengeance unslaked, and his purpose unshaken, 
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had retired, as we have seen, to the banks of the 
Maumee, whence he sent a haughty defiance to the 
English commander. The Indian villages near 
Detroit were half emptied of their inhabitants, 
many of whom still followed the desperate for- 
tunes of their iudomitable leader. Those who 
remained were, for the most part, brought by 
famine and misery to a sincere desire for peace, 
and readily obeyed the summons of Bradstreet to 
meet him in council. 

The council was held in the open air, on the 
morning of the seventh of September, with all the 
accompaniments of military display which could 
inspire awe and respect among the assembled 
savages. The tribes, or rather fragments of tribes, 
represented at this meeting, were the Ottawas, 
Ojibwas, Pottawattamies, Miamis, Sacs, and Wyan- 
dots. The Indians of Sandusky kept irapei-fectly 
the promise they had made, the Wyandots of that 
place alone sending a full deputation ; while 
the other tribes were merely represented by the 
Ojibwa chief Wasson. This man, who was the 
principal chief of his tribe, and the most promi- 
nent orator on the present occasion, rose and 
opened the council. 

" My brother," he said, addressing Bradstreet, 
" last year God forsook us. God has now opened 
our eyes, and we desire to he heard. It is God's 
will our hearts are altered. It was God's will you 
had such fine weather to come to us. It is God's 
will also there should be peace and tranquillity 
over the face of the earth and of the waters." 
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Having delivered this exoi-dium, Wasson frankly ■ 
confessed that the tribes which he represented were 
all justly chargeable with the war, and now deeply 
regretted their delinquency. It is common with 
Indians, when accused of acts of violence, to lay 
the blame upon the unbridled recklessness of their 
young warriors ; and this excuse is often perfectly 
sound and valid ; but since, in the case of a pre- 
meditated and long-continued war, it was glaringly 
inadmissible, they now reversed the usual course, 
and made scapegoats of the old chiefs and warriors, 
who, as they declared, had led the people astray 
by sinister counsel and bad example.' 

Bradstreet would grant peace only on condition 
that they should become subjects of the King of 
Ilngland, and acknowledge that he held over their 
countiy a sovereignty as ample and complete as 
over any other part of his dominions. Nothing 
could be more impolitic and absurd than this 
demand. The smallest attempt at an invasion 
of their liberties has always been regarded by the 
Indians with extreme jealousy, and a prominent 
cause of the war had been an undue assumption 
of authority on the part of the English. This 
article of the treaty, could its pui-port have been 
fully understood, might have kindled afresh the 
quarrel which it sought to extinguish ; but happily 
not a savage present was able to comprehend it. 
Subjection and sovereignty are ideas which never 
enter into the mind of an Indian, and therefore 

■ MS. Minalet 0/ ConfirrBce Utaeai QJimd Erailarmt and Aa Indiam 
4f Ddrolt, Sept. 7, 17M. See, oUo, Msole, 517. 
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his language has no words to express them. Most 
of the western tribes, it is true, had been accus- 
tomed to call themselves children of the King of 
France ; but the words were a mere compliment, 
conveying no sense of any political relation what- 
ever. Yet it was solely by means of this harmless 
metaphor that the condition in question could be 
explained to the assembled chiefs. Thus inter- 
preted, it met with a ready assent; since, ia their 
eyes, it involved no concession beyond a mere 
unmeaning change of forms and words. They 
promised, in future, to call the English king 
father, instead of brother ; unconscious of any obli- 
gation which so trifling a change could impose, and 
mentally 'reserving a full right to make war on 
him or his people, whenever it should suit their 
convenience. When Bradstreet returned from his 
expedition, he boasted that he had reduced the 
ti'ibes of Detroit to terms of more complete submis- 
sion than any other Indians had ever before yielded; 
but the truth was soon detected and exposed by 
those conversant with Indian affairs,' 

At this council, Bradstreet was guilty of the bad 
policy and bad taste of speaking through the 
medium of a French interpreter ; so that most of 
his own officers, as well as the Iroquois allies, who 
were strangers to the Algonquin language, remained 
in ignorance of all that passed. The latter were 
highly indignant, and refused to become parties to 
the treaty, or go through the usual ceremony of 
shaking hands with the chiefs of Deti'oit, insisting 

1 HS. Letter — Johnaon to the Board of Trade, Oct 80. 
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that they had not heard their speeches, and knew 
not whether they were friends or enemies. In 
another particular, also, Bradstreet gave great 
offence. From some unexplained impulse or mo- 
tive, he cut to pieces, with a hatchet, a belt of 
wampum which was about to be used ia the coun- 
cil; and aU the Indians present, both friends and 
enemies, were alike incensed at this rude violation 
of the ancient pledge of faith, which, in their eyes, 
was invested with something of a sacred character,' 

Having settled the affairs of Detroit, Bradstreet 
despatched Captain Howard, with a strong detach- 
ment, to take possession of Michillimackinac, which 
had remained unoccupied since its capture in the 
preceding summer. Howai-d effected his object 
without resistance, and, at the same time, sent par- 
ties of troops to reoccupy the deserted posts of 
Green Bay and Sault Ste. Marie. Thus, after the 
interval of more than a year, the flag of England 
was again displayed among the solitudes of the 
northern wilderness.' 

"While Bradstreet's army lay encamped on the 
fields near Detroit, Captain Morris, with a few 
Iroquois and Canadian attendants, was pursuing 
his' adventurous embassy to the country of the 
Illinois. Morris, who has left us his portrait, pre- 
fixed to a little volume of prose and verse, was aa 
officer of literary tastes, whose round English face 

1 MS. Baaarlaon lit ConducI of Caload Braditral — found unoDg the 
JtiatKm Paptrt. 

See, also, bu exCraot of a letter from Suidiukj, pvblbbed In NT«nI 
newspaptiri of the day. 

* MS Bepott of Captain Howard. 
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did not indicate any especial degree of enterprise 
or resolution. He seems, however, to have had 
both; for, on a hint from the General, he had 
offered himself for the adventure, for which he was 
better fitted than most of his brother officers, inas- 
much as he spoke French. He was dining, on the 
eve of his departure, in the tent of 13radstreet, when 
his host suddenly remarked, in the bluff way babit* 
ual to him, that he had a French fellow, a prisoner, 
whom he meant to hang ; hut that, if Morris would 
like him for an interpreter, he might have him. 
The prisoner in question was the Canadian Gode- 
froy, who was presently led into the tent ; and who, 
conscious of many misdemeanors, thought that his 
hour was come, and fell on his knees to beg bis 
life. Bradsti'eet told him that he should be par- 
doned if he would promise to " go with this 
gentleman, and take good care of him," pointing to 
his guest. Godefroy promised ; and, to the best of 
his power, he kept his word, for he imagined that 
Morris had saved his life. ■ 

Morris set out on the following afternoon with 
Godefroy, another Canadian, two servants, and a 
party of Indians, ascended the Maumee, and soon 
api)roached the camp of Pontiac ; who, as already 
mentioned, bad withdrawn to this river with his 
chosen warriors. The party disembarked from 
their canoes ; and an Ottawa chief, who had joined 
them, lent them three horses. Morris and the 
Canadians mounted, and, preceded by their Indian 
attendants, displaying an English flag, advanced in 
state towards the camp, which was two leagues or 
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more distant. As they drew near, they were met 
by a rabble of severtJ hundred Indians, called by 
Morris " Pontiac's army." They surrounded him, 
beat his horse, and crowded between him and his fol- 
lowers, apparently ti-ying to separate them. At the 
outskirts of the camp stood Pontiac himself, who 
met the ambassador with a scowling brow, and 
refused to offer his hand. Here, too, stood a man, 
in the uniform of a French officer, holding his gun 
with the butt resting on the ground, and assuming 
an air of great importance ; while two Pawnee 
slaves stood close behind him. He proved to be a 
French drummer, calling himself St. Vincent, one 
of those renegades of civilization to be found in 
almost every Indian camp. He now took upon 
himself the office of a master of ceremonies ; 
desired Morris to dismount, and seated himself at 
his side on a bearskin. Godefroy took his place 
near them; and the throng of savages, circle 
within circle, stood crowded around. " Pres- 
ently," says Morris, " came Pontiac, and squatted 
himself, after his fashion, opposite to me." He 
opened the interview by observing that the English 
were liars, and demanding of the ambassador if he 
had come to lie to them, like the rest. *< This 
Indian," pursues Morris, " has a more extensive 
power than ever was known among that people, 
for every chief used to command his own tribe ; 
but eighteen nations, by French intrigue, had been 
brought to unite and choose this man for their 
commander." 
Pontiac now produced a letter directed to him 
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self, and sent from New Orleans, though puxporHiig 
to be written by the King of France. It contained, 
according to Morris, the grossest calumnies that 
the most ingenious malice could devise to incense 
the Indians against the KngUsh. The old false- 
hood was not forgotten: "Your French Father," 
said the writer, " is neither dead nor asleep ; he is 
already on his way, with sixty great ships, to 
revenge himself on the English, and drive them 
out of America." Much excitement followed the 
reading of the letter, and Morris's situation became 
more than unpleasant ; but St. Vincent befriended 
him, and hurried him off to his wigwam to keep 
him out of harm's way. 

On the next day there was a grand council. 
Morris made a speech, in which he indiscreetly told 
the Indians that the King of France had given all 
the country to the King of England. Luckily, his 
auditors received the announcement with ridicule 
rather than anger. The chiefs, however, wished 
to kill him; but Pontiac interposed, on the ground 
that the life of an ambassador should be held 
«acred. " He made a speech," says Morris, '* which 
does him honor, and shows that he was acquainted 
with the law of nations." He seemed in a mood 
more pacific than could have been expected, and 
said privately to Godefroy : *' I will lead the nations 
to war n:i more. Let them be at peace if they 
choose ; but I will never be a friend to the English, 
T shall be a wanderer in the woods ; and, if they 
come there to seek me, I will shoot at them while 
I have an arrow left." Morris tiiinks that he said 
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this in a fit of despair, and that, in fact, he was 
willing to come to terms. 

The day following was an onlnclty one. One 
of Morris's Indiana, a Mohawk chief, ran off, hav- 
ing first stolen all he could lay hands on, and sold 
the ambassador's stock of rum, consisting of two 
barrels, to the Ottawas. A scene of frenzy ensued 
A young Indian ran up to Morris, and stabbed at 
him savagely; but Godefroy caught the assassin's 
band, and saved his patron's life. Morris escaped 
from the camp, and lay hidden in a corn-field till 
the howling and screeching subsided, and the In- 
dians slept themselves sober. When he returned, 
an Indian, called the Little Chief, gave him a vol- 
ume of Shakespeare, — the spoil of some slaugh- 
tered officer, — and then begged for gunpowder. 

Having first gained Pontiac's consent, Morris 
now resumed his journey to the Illinois. The river 
was extremely low, and it was with much ado that 
they pushed their canoe against the shallow cur- 
rent, or dragged it over stones and sandbars. On 
the fifth day, they met an Indian mounted on a 
handsome white horse, said to have belonged to 
General Braddock, and to have been captured at 
the defeat of his army, nine years before. On the 
morning of the seventh day, they reached the 
neighborhood of Fort Miami. This post, captured 
during the preceding year, had since remained 
without a garrison ; and its only tenants were the 
Canadians, who had built their houses within its 
palisades, and a few Indians, who thought fit to 
make it their temporary abode. The meadows 
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about the fort were dotted with the lodges of the 
Kickapooa, a large band of whom had recently 
arrived ; but the great Miami village was on the 
opposite side of the stream, screened from sight 
by the forest which intervened. 

The party landed a little below the fort; and, 
while his followers were making their way through 
the border of woods that skirted the river, Morris 
remained in the canoe, solacing himself by reading 
Antony and Cleopatra in the volume he had so 
oddly obtained. It was fortunate that he did so ; 
for his attendants had scarcely reached the open 
meadow, which lay behind the woods, when they 
were encountered by a mob of savages, armed 
vpith spears, hatchets, and bovFs and arrows, and 
bent on killing the Englishman. Being, for the 
moment, unable to find him, the chiefs had time to 
address the excited rabble, and persuade them to 
postpone their intended vengeance. The ambassa- 
dor, buffeted, threatened, and insulted, was con- 
ducted to the fort, where he was ordered to 
i-emain; though, at the same time, the Canadian 
inhabitants were forbidden to admit him into their 
houses. Morris soon discovered that this unex- 
pected rough treatment was owing to the influence 
of a deputation of Delaware and Shawanoe chiefs, 
who had recently arrived, bringing fourteen war 
belts of wampum, and exciting the Miamis to 
renew their hostilities against the common enemy. 
Thus it was fully apparent that while the Delawares 
and Shawanoes were sending one deputation to 
treat of peace with Bradstreet on Lake Erie, they 
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were sending another to rouse the trihes of the 
Illinois to war.' From Fort Miami, the deputa- 
tion had proceeded westward, spreading the conta 
gion among all the tribes between the Mississippi 
and the Ohio ; declaring that they would never 
make peace with the English, but would fight them 
as long as the stin should shine, and calling on 
their brethren of the Illinois to follow their 
example. 

They had been aware of the approach of Morris, 
and bad urged the Miamis to put him to death 
when he arrived. Accordingly, he had not been 
long at the fort when two warriors, with tomahawks 
in their hands, entered, seized him by the arras, 
and dragged him towards the river. Godefroy 
stood by, pale and motionless. ^^ Eh hien, voua 
m'ahandonnez done!" said Morris. ^* ITbn, mon 
capitaine," the Canadian answered, "je ne vous 
abandonnerai jamais; " and he followed, as the two 
savages dragged their captive into the water. Mor- 
ris thought that they meant to drown and scalp 
him, but soon saw his mistake ; for they led him 
through the stream, which was fordable, and thence 
towards the Miami village. As they drew near, 
they stopped, and began to strip him, but grew 
angry at the difficulty of the task ; till, in rage and 
despair, he tore off his clothes himself. They then 
bound his arms behind him with his own sash, 

1 " Abont the end of next month," aHid the deputies to the Miamis, 
"we shall tend yon the war-hfitehet." "DoubtleM," remarks Moirii, 
" their Aetign wa> to amiae General Bradstreet with tkir language, to cut 
off hi* Bxmy at Sandusky when least expected, and then to aend tlii> 
tiatcliet to the nationa." 
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and drove him before them to the village, where 
they made him sit on a bench. A whooping, 
screeching mob of savages was instantly abont him, 
and a hundred voices clamored together in dispute 
as to what should be done with him. Godefroy 
stood by him with a courageous fidelity that re- 
deemed his past rascalities. He urged a nephew 
of Pontiac, who was present, to speak for the 
prisoner. The young Indian made a bold harangue 
to the crowd ; and Godefroy added that, if Monis 
were killed, the English would take revenge on 
those who were in their power at Detroit. A 
Miami chief, called the Swan, now declared for 
the Englishman, untied his arms, and gave him a 
pipe to smoke ; whereupon another chief, called 
the White Cat, snatched it from him, seized him, 
and bound him fast by the neck to a post. Naked, 
helpless, and despairing, he saw the crowd gather- 
ing around to torture him. " I had not the small- 
est hope of life," he says, " and I remember that I 
conceived myself as if going to plunge into a gulf, 
vast, immeasurable ; and that, a few moments after, 
the thought of torture occasioned a sort of toi-por 
and insensibility. I looked at Godefroy, and, seeiDg 
him exceedingly distressed, I said what I could to 
encourage him ; but he desired me not to speak. 
I supposed it gave offence to the savages, and there- 
fore was silent ; when Pacanne, chief of the Miami 
nation, and just out of his minority, having mounted 
a horse and crossed the river, rode up to me. 
When I heard him calling to those about me, and 
felt his hand behind my neck, I thought he was 
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going to strangle me, out of pity ; but he untied 
me, saying, as it was afterwards interpreted to me : 
* I give that man his life. If you want English 
meat, go to Detroit, or to the lake, and you'll find 
enough. What business have you with this man's 
flesh, who is come to speak with us ? ' I fixed my 
eyes steadfastly on this young man, and endeavored 
by looks to express my gratitude." 

An Indian now offered him a pipe, and he 
was then pushed with abuse and blows out of the 
village. He succeeded in crossing the river and 
regaining the fort, after receiving a sharp cut of 
a switch from a mounted Indian whom he met 
on the way. 

He found the Canadians in the fort disposed to 
befriend him, Godefroy and the metamorphosed 
drummer, St. Vincent, were always on the watch 
to warn him of danger ; and one I'Esperance gave 
him an asylum in his garret. He seems to have 
found some consolation in the compassion of two 
handsome young squaws, sisters, he was told, of his 
deliverer, Pacanne ; but the two warriors who had 
stripped and bound him were constantly lurking 
about the fort, watching an opportunity to kill him ; 
and the Kickapoos, whose lodges were pitched on 
the meadow, sent him a message to the effect that, 
if the Miamis did not put him to death, they them 
selves would do so, whenever be should pass their 
oamp. He was still on the threshold of hia jour- 
ney, and his final point of destination was several 
hundred miles distant ; yet, with great resolution, 
he determined to persevere, and, if possible, fulfil 
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hia mission. His Indian and Canadian attendants 
used every means to dissuade hira, and in the even- 
ing held a council with the Miami chiefs, the result 
of which was most discouraging. Morris received 
message after message, threatening his life, should 
lie persist in his design ; and word was brought 
him that several of the Shawanoe depiities were 
returning to the fort, expressly to kill him. Under 
these circumstances, it would have been madness 
to persevere ; and, abandoning his mission, he set 
out for Detroit The Indian attendants, whom he 
had brought from Sandusky, after behaving with 
the utmost insolence, abandoned him in the woods ; 
their ringleader being a Christian Huron, of the 
Mission of Lorette, whom Morris pronounces the 
greatest I'ascal he ever knew. With Godefroy and 
two or three others who remained with him, he 
reached Detroit on the seventeenth of September, 
half dead with famine and fatigue. He had ex- 
pected to find Bradstreet ; but that agile commander 
had decamped, and returned to Sandusky. Moiiis, 
too ill and exhausted to follow, sent him his jour- 
nal, together with a letter, in which he denounced 
the Delawai'e and Shawanoe ambassadors, whom 
he regarded, and no doubt with justice, as the occa- 
sion of his misfortunes. The following is his 
amiable conclusion : — 

*' The villains have nipped our fairest hopes in 
the bud. I tremble for you at_ Sandusky ; though 
I was greatly pleased to find you have one of the 
vessels with you, and artillery. I wish the chiefs 
were assembled on board the vessel, and that she 
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had a hole in her bottom. Treachery should be 
paid with treachery ; and it ia a more than ordinary 
pleasure to deceive those who would deceive us." * 
Bradstreet bad retraced his course to Sandusky, 
to keep, hie engagement with the Delaware and 
Shawanoe deputies, and await the fulfilment of 
tlieir worthless promise to surrender their pris- 
oners, and conclude a definitive treaty of peace. 
His hopes were defeated. The appointed time 
expired, and not a chief was seen ; though, a few 
days after, several warriors came to the camp, 
with a promise that, if Bradstreet would remain 
quiet, and refrain from attacking their villages, 
they would bring in the prisoners in the course 
of the following week. Bradstreet accepted their 
excuses ; and, having removed bis camp to the 
carrying-place of Sandusky, lay waiting in patient 
expectation. It was here that he received, for the 



1 MS. Letter — Jtforrti ta Bratlslrat, 18 Sept. 1764. 

The journal teat by Morrig to Bmdetreet ia in the State Paper Office 
of LondoD. Tliis jouroal, and the recoid of an examination or Morrie'i 
Indian and Canadian attendants, made in Bmdgtreet'i presence at San- 
dusky, vere Ihe authoiitieB on nhich the account in the Ant edition of 
this work waa based. Morris aftenrards rewrote liis journal, with man^ 
additions. Betuming to England after the war, he lost his proper^ hf 
apecuta^ns, and resolTed, fbr the sake of hia children, to solicit a peii- 
aion, on the acore of his embaas; to the Blinoia. With this viei* it waa 
that the journal waa rewritten ; but &iling to find a suitable person to 
l»y it before the Einf, he resolved to print it, together with several 
original poemi and a tranaladon of the fourth and tburteentli satires of 
JuTsnal. The book appeared in ITOl, under the title of Muodlaaia m 
Ptuk and Verse. It ia ver; acarce. I am indebted M the kindneu ot 
Mr. S. G. Drake for the opportunity of eiaoiiningit 

Tlie two journals and the evidence before Bnulstreet's court of inqnhy 
aipree In easentiala, but diSer in some details. In thia edition, I ftave 
fbilowed chiedy the printed journal, borrowing eome additional &cta from 
tbe evidence taken before Bradstteet- 
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first time, a communication from General Gage, 
respecting the preliminary treaty, concluded several 
weeks before. Gage condemned his conduct in 
severe terms, and ordered him to break the engage- 
ments he had made, and advance at once upon the 
enemy, choosing for his first objects of attack the 
Indians living upon the plains of the Scioto. The 
fury of Bradstreet was great on receiving this mes- 
sage ; and it was not diminished when the jour- 
nal of Captain Morris was placed in his hands, 
fully proving how signally he had been duped. 
He was in no temper to obey the orders of the 
commander-in-chief; and, to justify himself for 
his inaction, he alleged the impossibility of reach- 
ing the Scioto plains at that advanced season. Two 
routes thither were open to his choice, one by 
the Kiver Sandusky, and the other by Cayahoga 
Creek. The water in the Sandusky was sunk low 
with the drought, and the carrying-place at the 
head of Cayahoga Creek was a few miles longer 
than had been represented ; yet the army were 
ready for the attempt, and these difficulties could 
not have deterred a vigorous commander. Under 
cover of such excuses, Bradstreet remained idle at 
Sandusky for several days, while sickness and dis- 
content were rife in his camp. The soldiers com- 
plained of his capricious, peremptory temper, his 
harshness to his troops, and the unaccountable 
tenderness with which he treated the Sandusky 
Indians, some of whom had not yet made theii 
submission ; while he enraged his Iroquois allies by 
his frequent rebukes and curses. 
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At length, declaring that provisiona were failing 
and the season growing late, he resolved to return 
home ; and broke up his camp with such precipi- 
tancy that two soldiers, who had gone out in the 
morning to catch fish for his table, were inhumanly 
left behind ; ' the colonel remarking that they might 
stay and be damned. Soon after leaving Sandusky, 
he saw fit to encamp one evening on an open, 
exposed beach, on the south shore of Lake Erie, 
though there was in the neighborhood a large 
river, " wherein," say his critics, " a thousand boats 
eould lie with safety." A storm came on: half 
his boats were dashed to pieces ; and sis pieces 
of cannon, with ammunition, provisions, arms, and 
baggage, were lost or abandoned. For three days 
the tempest raged unceasingly; and, when the 
angry lake began to resume its tranquillity, it was 
found that the remaining boats were insufficient to 
convey the troops. A body of Indians, together 
with a detachment of provincials, about a hundred 

' "8lh. Hia going away, leaving at Sandusky Two Jersey Soldkn, 
who were aent out by hii Orders to Catch Fish for hU Table & Five Prin- 
(dpal Lids, who were Hunting, notwithstanding several spolce to him abt. 
It ft begged bi allow a Boat to stay an hour or two for them ; Ma Answer 
was, they might stay there & be damned, not a Boat should stay' one 
Hlitnle for th«m," — Remarla on lit Condud, etc,, MS. 

Another article of these charges is as follows : " His harsh treatment 
at Setting off to the Inds. and their ofScers & leaving some of them 
behind at every encaapment ikim his flighty and unsettled disposititm, 
telling them Bometimns he intenJed encamping, on which some of the 
brialcest Inds. went to kill some Game, on their return found the Anny 
moved on, so were obliged to march along shore withouE any necessaryi, 
and with difficult got to Detroit half starved. At other times on being 
asked by the Ind° officers {when the Boats were crowded) how they and 
7* Inds. should get along. His answer alwaya veny ill natnred, sudi at 
■wim and be damned, or let them atay and be damned, ftc. ; all wlildt 
was nudetstood by many ft gave great d: 
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and fifty in all, wei-e therefore ordered t» make 
their way to Niagara along the pathless borders of 
the lake. They accordingly set out, and, after 
many days of hardship, reached their destination; 
though such had been their sufferings, from fatigue, 
cold, and hunger ; from wading swamps, swimming 
creeks and rivers, and pushing their way through 
tangled thickets, that many of the provincials 
perished miserably in the woods. On the fourth 
of November, seventeen days after their departure 
from Sandusky, the main body of the little army 
arrived in safety at Niagara ; and the whole, re-em- 
barking on Lake Ontario, proceeded towards 
Oswego,' Fortune still seemed adverse ; for a 
second tempest arose, and one of the schooners, 
crowded with troops, foundered in sight of Oswego, 
though most of the men were saved. The route 
to the settlements was now a short and easy one. 
On their arrival, the regulars went into quarters ; 
while the troops levied for the campaign were 
sent home to their respective provinces. 

This expedition, ill conducted as it was, pro- 
duced some beneficial results. The Indians at 
Detroit had been brought to reason, and for the 
present, at least, would probably remain tranquil ; 
while the re-establisbmeut of the posts on the 
upper lakes must necessarily have great effect 
upon the natives of that region. At Sandusky, 
on the other hand, the work had been but half 
done. The tribes of that place felt no respect 
for the English ; while those to the southward and 
1 Monte, 5S& 
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I 

f westward had been left in a state of turbulence, 
[ which promised an abundant harvest of future 
I mischief.' Id one partictilar, at least, Bradstreet 
I had occasioned serious detriment to the English 
interest. The Iroquois allies, who had joined his 
army, were disgusted by his treatment of them, 
while they were roused to contempt by the imbe- 
cility of his conduct towards the enemy; and 
thus the efforts of Sir William Johnson to secure 
the attachment of these powerful tribes were in no 
small degree counteracted and neutralized." 

While Bradstreet's troops were advancing upon 
. the lakes, or lying idle in their camp at Sandusky, 
another expedition was in progress at the south- 
ward, with abler conduct and a more auspicious 
result. 

I MS.letter— JohaaoB to lie Board of Trade, VeoenibeT 26. 

1 The proriiicud offlcers, to whom Ihe commund or the Inditm allm 
waa MaisDed, drew up a paper conbuning complainU against BradgOeet, 
and particulars of his misconduct duriog the expedition. Tbis ciuioui 
docoment, from which a few extracts have been given, was fonnd amonjt 
&« private paperi of Sir WillianuJohnBoii. 

A cnrioog discoTerj, in prolnble connection with BradsCreet'i expedi- 
tion, ha« lately lieen made pablic. At McMahon'a Beach, on Lak« Erie, 
ught or ten milea weit of Claveland, a coniidBrable number of bayoneti, 
bullets, mnsket-barrels, and fragments of boats, have from time to time 
been washed bj storms from the sands, or dug np on the adjacent shore, 
M well as an English silver-hilted sword, several silver spoons, and a few 
old French and Englieh coins. A mound full of bones and skulls, appai^ 
ently of Enropesns ha«tilj buried, has also been found at the same place 
The probabilitj it strong that these are the remains of Bradstreet's 
disaster. See a paper by Dr. J. P Eirtland, in WhittleseA Bi*larf if 
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The work of ravage had begun afi-esh upon the 
borders. The Indians had taken the precaution to 
remove all their setdements to the western side of 
the River Muskingum, trusting that the impervious 
forests, with their unnumbered streams, would 
prove a sufficient barrier against invasion. Having 
thus, as they thought, placed their women and 
children in safety, they had flung themselves upon 
the settlements with all the rage and ferocity of the 
previous season. So fierce and active were the 
war-parties on the borders, that the English gov- 
ernor of Pennsylvania had recourse to a measure 
which the frontier inhabitants had long demanded, 
and issued a proclamation, offeiing a high bounty 
for Indian scalps, whether of men or women ; a 
bEiibarous expedient, fruitful of butcheries and 
murders, but incapable of producing any decisive 
result.' 

' The foIlovhiK U an extract from tlie proclatDBtion : — 
"I do hereby declare and promiee, that there shall be p^d out of tlie 
moneys Ulelf granled fot hia Mnjesty's me, to ill «nd erer; person and 
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Early iu the season, a soldier named David 
Owens, who, several years before, had deserted and 
joined the Indians, came to one of the outposts, 
accompanied by a young provincial recently taken 
piisoner on the Delaware, and bringing five scalps. 
While living among the Indians, Owens had fovmed 
a connection with one of their women, who had 
borne him several children. Growing tired, at 
length, of the forest life, he had become anxious 
to return to the settlements, but feared to do so 
without first having made some atonement for 
his former desertion. One night, he had been 
encamped on the Susquehanna, with four Sbawanoe 

peraoDi not in tbe pftf of IbU province, the following wTenl and respeo 
tire premioma and bountiei for (tie prlsonen and icalpa of the enemy 
Indiana that abaU be taken or killed within the bonnda of thia prorince, aa 
limiled bf the royal charter, or In punnic from within the aaid bounda ; 
that ia to aaj, for every male Indian enemy abore ten yeara old, who 
shall be taken priaoner, and delivered at any forta garriaoned by the troopa 
in the pay of thia province, or at any of the county towns, to the keeper 
of the common jaila there, the aum of one hundred and fifty Spaniab 
dollan, or piecea of eight For every ffemale Indian enemy, taken pris- 
oner and brought in aa afbreaatd, and for every male Indian enemy of ten 
yeara old or onder, taken priaoner and delivered aa afbreaaid, the anm of 
one hundred and thirty piecea of eight. For the ecalp of every malo Indian 
enemy above the age of ten yeara, produced aa evidence of tlieir l>eing 
killed, the lom of one bondred and tliirty.four piecea of eight And for 
the scalp of every female Indian enemy atiove the age of ten yeara, pro- 
duced as evidence of their being killed, the aum of filly piece* of eight" 
The action of bach meaaurea has recently been illustrated in the 
instance of New Mexico Ijefore ita conquest by the Americana. The 
inhahitanta of lliat cotintry, too timorous Co defend themselves against 
the Apaches and other tribes, who descended upon them in trequenl 
forays irom the neighboring mountaina, took intopay abandof tbreignera, 
chieSy American trappers, fbr whom the Apache lances liad no such 
terrors, and, lo stimulate their exertions, proclumed a bounty on scalps. 
The success of the measure was judged admirable, until it was fonnd that 
the onacrupntous confederates were in the habit of shooting down any 
Indian, whether iHend or enemy, who came within range of their riOca, 
and tluit the government had been paying rewarda for the acalpa of its 
own allies and dependanla. 
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warriors, a boy of the same tribe, bis own wife and 
two children, and another Indian woman. The 
young provincial, who came with him to the set- 
tlements, was also of the party. In the middle of 
the night, Owens arose, and looking about him 
saw, by the dull glow of the camp-fire, that all 
were buried in deep sleep. Cautiously awakening 
the young provincial, he told him to leave the 
place, and lie quiet at a little distance, imtil be 
should call him. ' He next stealthily removed the 
weapons from beside the sleeping savages, and 
concealed them in the woods, reserving to himself 
two loaded rifles. Returning to the camp, he knelt 
on the ground between two of the yet unconscious 
warriors, and, pointing a rifle at the head of each, 
touched the triggers, and shot both dead at once. 
Startled by the reports, the survivors sprang to 
their feet in bewildered terror. The two remaining 
warriors bounded into the woods ; bat the women 
and children, benumbed with fright, had no power 
to escape, and one and all died shrieking under the 
hatchet of the miscreant. His devilish work com- 
plete, the wretch sat watching until daylight among 
the dead bodies of his children and comrades, un* 
daunted by the awful gloom and solitude of the 
darkened forest. In the morning, he scalped his 
victims, with the exception of the two children, 
and, followed by the young white man, directed 
his steps towards the settlements, with the bloody 
trophies of his atrocity. His desertion was par- 
doned ; he was employed as an interpreter, and 
ordered to accompany the troops on the intended 
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expeditioo. His example is one of many in which - 
the worst acts of Indian ferocity have been thrown 
into shade by the enormities of white barbarians.' 

Bouquet was now urging on his preparations for 
his march into the valley of the Ohio. We have 
seen how, in the preceding summer, he had been 
embarrassed by what he calls " the unnatural obsti- 
nacy of the government of Pennsylvania." " It 
disables us," he had written to the equally indig- 
nant Amherst, *' from crushing the savages on this 
side of the lakes, and may draw us into a lingering 
war, which might have been terminated by another 
blow. ... I see that the whole burden of this war 
will rest upon us ; and while the few regular troops 
you have left can keep the enemy at a distance, 
the Provinces will let them fight it out without 
interfering." ' 

Amherst, after vainly hoping that the Assembly of 
Pennsylvania would "exert themselves like men,"' 

' Oordoa, Hisl. Pbm. 626. RobUon, Narrative. 

Extract &oiu a MS. Letter — Sir W. Jelmtan to Govtmor Ptnn i — 

" BuTHtiAeU, June Igth, llfli. 

"Darid Onent waa a Corporal in Capt. McClean's Compy., and laj 
ODCe ]d Garrison at mj Eouae. He deserted several times, lu I am 
intbnned, & went ta live among the Delaware & Shawaneee, with wliora 
language he vai ocquaiDted. His Father, having been long a trader 



" The circnmitancee relating to hia leaving the Indiana have been 
told m« hy several Indians. That he went out a hunting vith hia ladian 
Wilb and several of her relations, most of whum, with Ms Wife, he killed 
and scalped as the; slept. As he was always much attached Ut Indiana, 
I fkncj he began to fear he was unsafb amongst them, & killed Ihem 
rather to make his peace with the English, than from aaj dislike either 
to them or their prindptes." 

* iSS.I^it»T — Bouquet to Amhfm, 16 Sept. 1768. 

I "If the present situation of the poor &milies who have abandoiMd 
tbdr lettlemeats, and the danger that the whole province ts thieateiied 
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had, equally in T^n, sent Colonel James Robertson 
aa a special messenger to the provincial commis- 
sioners. " I found all my pleading vain," the dis- 
nppointed envoy had written, " and believe Cicero's 
would have been so. I never saw any men so 
determined in the right as these people are in this 
absurdly wrong resolve." ' The resolve in question 
related to the seven hundred men whom the As- 
sembly had voted to raise for protecting the gather- 
ing of the harvest, and whom the commissioners 
stiffly refused to place at the disposition of the 
military authorities. 

It is apparent in all this that, at an early period 
of the war, a change had come over the spirit of 
the commander-in-chief, whose prejudices and pride 
had revolted, at the outset, against the asking of 
provincial aid to " chastise the savages," but who 
had soon been brought to reason by his own help- 
lessness and the exigencies of the situation. In 
like manner, a change, though at the eleventh 
hour, had now come over the spirit of the Fenn- 
sylvania Assembly. The invasion of the Paxton 
borderers, during the past winter, had scared the 
Quaker faction into their senses. Their old quar- 

with, can have no eKct In opening the hearts of your AtsemUj to exert 
tiienuelvei like n«, I am Bnie no argnmenU I coald oi^ will ba 
ngarded." —AmJunt (o Oontrnor Bamitloa, T Jnlj, 1TG8. 

"The litoatiou of thii conntrj u deptor&ble, and the ioGitiuttloii of 
their goTemmenC in tsldng the most dilatorj and inefiectual meoiiirea ttir 
their protecdoD, highly blnmable. They have not paid the letut regard 
to the plan I proposed to them on my arrival here, and nlU lose this and 
York countieB if the aavagea push their atlacke."— Bovqnd to Anhtrm, 
18 July, ITaS. 

I MS. Letter — AiieriSDRUJmbnf.lQJaly, 1768 
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rel with the governor and the proprietaries, their 
scruples about war, and their affection for Indians, 
were all postponed to the necessity of the hour. 
The AsBembly voted to raise three hundred men 
to guard the frontiers, and a thousand to join Bou- 
quet. Their commissionerB went farther ; for they 
promised to send to England for fifty couples of 
bloodhounds, to hunt Indian scalping-parties.* 

In the preceding summer, half as many men 
would have sufficed ; for, after the battle of Bushy 
Kun, Bouquet wrote to Amherst from Fort Pitt, 
that, with a reinforcement of three hundred provin 
cial rangers, he could destroy all the Delaware 
towns, " and clear the country of that vermin 
between this fort and Lake Erie ; " * but he added, 
with some bitterness, that the provinces would not 
even furnish escorts to convoys, so that his hands 
were completely tied.' 

It was past midsummer before the thousand 
Fennsylvanians were ready to move; so that the 

1 " They luiTe at my Tecommondation agreed to tend to Qreat Britain 
fbr GO Couples of Blood EoundB to be employed vith Rangers on horse 
back against Indian scalping parties, which will I hope deter more eSkct- 
nally the SaTages from that sort of war than our troopB can possibl; do." 
— Bowjmt (a Amhatt, 7 June, 1761. 

1 MS. Letter — fioufuelta JmAerxI, 27 Aug. 176S. 

» MS. Letter — BoMfnef to Aaliersi, 24 Oct 1763. In this letter, Bou- 
gnet enlargca, after a Suhion which mast bare been singuUrlj nnpalatable 
to his commander, on the danger of emplojing regulart alone iu fbreit 
irar&re: "Withoat a certain number of woodsmen, I cannot think It 
adviiable to employ regulars in the Woods against Savages, as they can- 
not procnre any intelligence and aie open to continual surprises, nor can 
they pursue to any distance their enemy when they hare routed them; 
and should they hare the misfortune to be defeated, the whole would be 
deatroyed if aboTe one day's march from a Fort That is my opinion in 
wh. I hope to be decelred." 
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season for naTigating the Ohio and its hranches 
was lost. As for Virginia and Maryland, they 
would do absolately nothing. On the fifth of 
August, Bouquet was at Carlisle, with his new 
levies and such regulars as he had, chiefly the 
veterans of Bushy Run. Before the tenth, two 
hundred of the Pennsylvanians had deserted, shel- 
tered, as usual, by the country people. His force, 
even with full ranks, was too small ; and he now 
took the responsibility of writing to Colonel Lewis, 
of the Virginia militia, to send him two hundred 
volunteers, to take the place of the deserters.' A 
body of Virginians accordingly joined him at Fort 
Pitt, to his great satisfaction, for he set a high 
value on these backwoods riflemen ; but the respon- 
sibility he had assumed proved afterwards a source 
of extreme annoyance to him. 

The little army soon reached Fort Loudon, then 
in a decayed and ruinous condition, like all the 
wooden forts built during the French war. Here 
Bouquet received the strange communication from 
Bradstreet, informing him that he might return home 
with his troops, as a treaty had been concluded with 
the Delawares and Shawanoes. Bouquet's disgust 
found vent in a letter to the commander-in-chief' 
*' I received this moment advice from Colonel Brad- 
street. . . . The terms he gives them (the Indians) 
are such as fill me with astonishment. . . . Had 
Colonel Bradstreet been as well informed as I am 
of the horrid perfidies of the Delawares and Shaw- 
anese, whose parties as late as the 22d instant 
1 MS. Letter— Btwgutf to Gage, 10 Ang. 1761. 
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killed six men ... he never could have com- 
promised the honor of the nation by such disgrace- 
ful conditions, and that at a time when two armies, 
after long struggles, are in full motion to penetrate 
into the heart of the enemy's country. Permit me 
likewise humbly to represent to your Excellency 
that I have not deserved the affront laid upon me by 
this treaty of peace, concluded by a younger officer, 
in the department where you have done me the 
honor to appoint me to command, without referring 
the deputies of the savages to me at Fort Pitt, but 
telling them that he shall send and prevent my pro- 
ceediTig against them. I can therefore take no notice 
of his peace, but (shall) proceed forthwith to the 
Ohio, where I shall, wait till I receive your orders." ' 
After waiting for more than a week for his wrath 
to cool, he wrote to Bradstreet in terms which, 
though restrained and temperate, plainly showed 
his indignation.' He had now reached Fort Bed- 
ford, where more Pennsylvanians ran off, with their 
arms and horses, and where he vainly waited the 
arrival of a large reinforcement of friendly Indians, 

1 MS.Letter — BrmquaioOage,21 Ang.llH. Re wrote to GoTentor 
Penn, as followi : — 

" Fort LcmdOD, 27 Aug. 1T64. 
"Sir: 

" I hn*e the honor to trensmit to you a letter fWim Colonel Brodstrest, 
who acqaaints me tliat be bas granted peace to all tbe Indiana liring 
between Lake Erie and tbe Ohio ; but aa do aaiiefaction is insieted on, I 
hope the General will not cooflrm it, and that I Bhall not be a witness to ■ 
tniasactton which would fli an indelible Btain upon the NaUon, 

" I therefore take no notice of that pretended peace, & proceed forth, 
with on the expedition, full; determined to treat aa enemies an; Dela- 
warea or Sliawanese I shall find in my wsj, till I receive contrarj orders 
from tbe General." 

* MS. Letter — Baaqa^ to Bradttreet, C Sept. 1T64 
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who had been promised by Sir William Johnson, 
but who never arrived. On reaching Fort Ligo- 
nier, he had the Batisfaction of forwarding two 
letters, which the commander-in-chief had signifi- 
cantly sent through bis hands, to Bradstreet, con- 
taining a peremptory disavowal of the treaty.' 
Continuing to advance, he passed in safety the 
scene of his desperate fight of the last summer, 
and on the seventeenth of September arrived at 
Fort Pitt, with no other lose than that of a few 
men picked off from the flanks and rear by lurking 
Indian marksmen.' 

The day before his arrival, ten Delaware chiefs 
and warriors appeared on the farther bank of the 
river, pretending to be deputies sent by their nation 

) See p. ITS, nale. 

1 Cftptaln Grant, who had commanded during the ipring at ^''ort Htt, 
Iiad sent btid accoanla of the diejUBiIion of the neighboring Indums ; but 
added, " At this Foat we defy alt the Saiages in Ibe Woods. I wish they 
would dare appear betbre as. . . . Bepairing Batteaux, ploughing, gar> 
dening, making Fences, and fetching home fire Wood goes on constantly 
evei^ daj, ttom sun rise to the setting of the same." — Grant to Bouijua, 
2 April, 1704. A gmall boj, captured with his mother the summer betbre, 
escaped to the tbrt atmut this time, and reported that tlie Indians meant to 
plant their com and provide for their families, after which tbej would 
come to the tbrt and bum it. The youthful Informant also declared that 
none of them had more than a pound of powder left. Soon after, a man 
Darned Hicks appeared, professing to have escaped tntra the Indians, 
though he was strongly suspected of being a renegade and a epy, and was 
tiier^ore cross-questioned severely. He confirmed what tlie boy had 
said as to the want of ammunition among the Indians, and added that 
they had sent for a supply to the French at the Illinms, but that the 
Kception they received from the commandant had not satisfied them. 
General Oage sent the (bllowing not very judicial instructions with regard 
to Hicks : " He la a great villain. I am glad ha is secured. I muse 
desire yon will have him tried by a general Court-Martial fbr a Spy. Let 
the proceedings of the Conrt prove him a S[y as strong as they can, and 
If he does tara out a ipg, he must be hanged." — Gage to Bouquet, 11 May, 
17U. The court, however, conld find no proo£i 
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to confer with the English commander. Three of 
them, after much hesitation, came over to tlie fort, 
where, being closely questioned, and found unable 
to give any good account of their mission, they 
were detained as spies ; while their companions, 
greatly disconcerted, fled back to their villages. 
Bouquet, on his arrival, released one of the three 
captives, and sent him home with the following 
message to his people : — 

" I have received an account, from Colonel Brad- 
street, that your nations had begged for peace, 
which he had consented to grant, upon assurance 
that you had recalled all your waniors from our fron 
tiers ; and, in consequence of this, I would not have 
proceeded against your towns, if I had not heard 
that, in open violation of your engagements, you 
have since murdered several of our people. 

" I was therefore determined to have attacked 
you, as a people whose promises can no more be 
relied on. But I will put it once more in your 
power to save yourselves and your families from 
total destruction, by giving us satisfaction for the 
hostilities committed against us. And, first, you 
are to leave the path open for my expresses from 
hence to Detroit ; and as I am now to send two 
men with despatches to Colonel Bradstreet, who 
commands on the lakes, I desire to know whether 
you will send two of your people to bring them 
safe back with an answer. And if they receive 
any injury either in going or coming, or if the let- 
ters are taken from them, I will immediately put 
the Indians now in my power to death, and will 
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show no mercy, for the future, to any of yonr 
□atioDS that shall fall into my hands. I allow you 
ten days to have my letters delivered at Detroit, 
and ten days to bring me back an answer." ^ 

The liberated spy faithfully discharged his mis- 
sion ; and the firm, decisive tone of the message had 
a profound effect upon the hostile warriors ; clearly 
indicating, as it did, mth what manner of man they 
had to deal. Many, who were before clamoroua 
for battle, wei-e now ready to sue for peace, as the 
only means to avert their ruin. 

Before the army was ready to march, two Iro- 
quois warriors came to the fort, pretending friend- 
ship, but anxious, in reality, to retard the expedition . 
until the approaching winter should make it impos 
sible to proceed. They represented the numbers 
of the enemy, and the extreme difficulty of pene- 
trating so rough a country ; and affirmed that, if the 
troops remained quiet, the hostile tribes, who were 
already collecting their prisoners, would soon arrive 
to make their submission. Bouquet turned a deaf 
ear to their advice, and sent them to inform the 
Delawares and Shawanoea that he was on his vi&y 
10 chastise them for their perfidy and cruelty, 
unless they should save themselves by an ample 
and speedy atonement. 

Early in October, the troops left Fort Pitt, and 
began their westward march into a wilderness which 
no army had ever before sought to penetrate. En- 
cumbered with their camp equipage, with droves 
of cattle and sheep for subsistence, and a long train 

' Acaxml 0^ BaaquiU't Expeiitim, 6. 
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of pack-horses laden with provisions, their prog- 
ress was tedious and difficult, and seven or eight 
miles were the ordinary measure of a day's moi'Ch. 
The woodsmen of Virginia, veteran hunters and 
Indian-fighters, were thrown far out in front and 
on either flank, scouring the forest to detect any 
sign of a lurking ambuscade. The pioneers toih^d 
in the van, hewing their way through woods and 
thickets ; while the army dragged its weary length 
behind them through the forest, like a serpent 
creeping through tall grass. The surrounding 
country, whenever a casual opening in the matted 
foliage gave a glimpse of its features, disclosed 
scenery of wild, primeval beauty. Sometimes the 
army defiled along the margin of the Ohio, by 
its broad eddying current and the bright landscape 
of its shores. Sometimes they descended into the 
thickest gloom of the woods, damp, still, and cool 
as the recesses of a cavern, where the black soil 
oozed beneath the tread, where the rough columns 
of the forest seemed to exnde a clammy sweat, 
and the slimy mosses were trickling with moisture ; 
while the carcasses of prostrate trees, green with 
the decay of a century, sank into pulp at the light- 
est pressure of the foot. More frequently, the 
forest was of a fresher growth ; and the restless 
leaves of young maples and basswood shook down 
spots of sunlight on the marching columns. Some- 
times they, waded the clear current of a stream, 
with its vistas of arching foliage and sparkling 
water. There were intervals, but these were rare, 
when, escaping for a moment from the labyrinth 
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of woods, they emerged into the light of an open 
meadow, rich with herbage, and girdled by a zone 
of forest ; gladdened by the notes of birds, and 
enlivened, it may be, by grazing herds of deer. 
These spots, welcome to the forest traveller as an 
oasia to a wanderer in the desert, form the precnr- 
Bors of the prairies ; which, growing wider and more 
frequent as one advances westward, expand at last 
into the boundless plains beyond the Mississippi. 

On the tenth day after leaving Fort Pitt, the army 
reached the River Muskingum, and approached the 
objects of their march, the haunts of the barbarian 
warriors, who had turned whole districts into deso- 
lation. Their progress had met no interruption. A 
few skulking Indians had hovered about them, 
but, alarmed by their numbers, feared to venture 
an attack. The Indian cabins which they passed 
on their way were deserted by their tenants, who 
had joined their western brethren. When the 
troops crossed the Muskingum, they saw, a little 
below the fording-place, the abandoned wigwams 
of the village of Tuscaroras, recently the abode of 
more than a hundred families, who had fled in 
terror at the approach of the invaders. 

Bouquet was in the heart of the enemy's country. 
Their villages, except some remoter settlements of 
the Shawanoes, all lay within a few days' march ; 
and no other choice was left them than to sue for 
peace, or risk the desperate chances of battle 
against a commander who, a year before, with a 
third of hie present force, had routed them at the 
fight of Bushy Run. The vigorous and active 
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among them might, it is true, escape by flight ; bat, 
in doing so, they must abandon to the victors their 
dwellings, and their secret hordes of com. They 
were confounded at the multitude of the invaders, 
exaggerated, doubtless, in the reports which reached 
their villages, and amazed that an army should 
force its way so deep into the forest fastnesses, 
which they had thought impregnable. They knew, 
on the otlier hand, that Colonel Bradstreet was stilt 
at Sandusky, in a position to assail them in the 
rear. Thus pressed on both sides, they saw that 
they must submit, and bend their stubborn pride 
to beg for peace ; not alone with words, which cost 
nothing, and would have been worth nothing, but 
by the delivery of prisoners, and the surrender of 
chiefs and warriors as pledges of good faith. Bou- 
quet had sent two soldiers from Fort Pitt with 
letters to Colonel Bradstreet ; but these men had 
been detained, under specious pretexts, by the Del- 
awares. They now appeared at his camp, sent 
back by their captors, with a message to the effect 
that, within a few days, the chiefs would arrive and 
hold a conference with him. 

Bouquet continued his march down the valley of 
the Muskingum, until he reached a spot where the 
broad meadows, which bordered the river, would 
supply abundant grazing for the cattle and horses ; 
while the terraces above, shaded by forest-trees, 
offered a convenient site for an encampment. Here 
he began to erect a smaU palisade work, as a depot 
for stores and baggage. Before the task was com- 
plete, a deputation of chiefs arrived, bringing word 
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that their warriors were encamped, in great num- 
bers, about eight miles from the spot, and desiring 
Bouquet to appoint the time and place for a coun- 
cil. He ordered them to meet bim, on the next 
day, at a point near the margin of the river, a little 
below the camp ; and thither a pai-ty of men was 
at once despatched, to erect a sort of rnstic arbor 
of saplings and the boughs of trees, large enough 
to shelter the English officer9 and the Indian chiefs. 
With a host of warriors in the neighborhood, who 
would gladly break in upon them, could they hope 
that the attack would succeed, it behooved the Eng- 
lish to use every precaution, A double guard waa 
placed, and a stringent discipline enforced. 

In the morning, the little army moved in battle 
order to the place of council. Here the principal 
officers assumed their seats under the canopy of 
branches, while the glittering array of the troops 
was drawn out on the meadow in front, in such a 
manner as to produce the most imposing effect oa 
the minds of the Indians, in whose eyes the sight 
of fifteen hundred men under arms was a spectacle 
equally new and astounding. The perfect order 
and silence of the far-extended lines ; the ridges 
of bayonets flashing in the sun ; the fluttering tar- 
tans of the Highland regulars ; the bright red 
uniform of the Royal Americans ; the darker gart 
and duller trappings of the Pennsylvania troops, 
and the bands of Virginia backwoodsmen, who, in 
f\-iuged hunting-frocks and Indian moccasons, stood 
leaning carelessly on their rifles, — all these com- 
bined to form a scene of military pomp and power 
not soon to be forgotten. 
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At the appointed hour, the deputation appeared. 
The most prominent among them were Kiashuta, 
chief of the band of Seaecas who had deserted 
their ancient homes to form a colony on the Ohio ; 
Custaloga, chief of the Uelawares; and the head 
chief of the Shawanoea, whose name sets ortho- 
graphy at defiance. As they approached, painted 
and plamed in all their savage pomp, they looked 
neither to the right hand nor to the left, not deigning, 
under the eyes of their enemy, to cast even a glance 
at the military display around them. They seated 
themselves, with stern, impassive looks, and an air 
of sullen dignity ; while their sombre hrowa betrayed 
the hatred still rankling in their hearts. After a 
few minutes had been consumed in the indispen- 
sable ceremony of smoking. Turtle Heart, a chief 
of the Delawai'es, and orator of the deputation, 
rose, bearing in his hand a bag containing the belts 
of wampum. Addressing himself to the English 
commander, he spoke as follows, delivering a belt 
for every clause of his speech: — 

" Brother, I speak in behalf of the three nations 
whose chiefs are here present. With this belt 1 
open your ears and your hearts, that you may listen 
to my words. 

" Brother, this war was neither your fault nur 
ours. It was the work of the nations who live to 
the westward, and of our wild young men, who 
would have killed us if we had resisted them. We 
now put away all evil from our hearts ; and we 
hope that your mind and ours will once more be 
united together. 
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" Brother, it is the will of the Great Spirit that 
there should be peace between us. We, on our 
side, now take fast hold of the chain of friendship ; 
but, as we cannot hold it alone, we desire that you 
will take hold also, and we must look up to the 
Great Spirit, that he may make us strong, and not 
permit this chain to fall from our hands, 

" Brother, these words come from our hearts, 
and not from our lips. You desire that we should 
deliver up your flesh and blood now captive among 
us; and, to show you that we are sincere, we now 
return you as many of them as we have at pres- 
ent been able to bring. [Here he delivered eigh- 
teen white prisoners, who had been brought by the 
deputation to the council.] You shall receive the 
rest as soon as we have time to collect them." ' 

In such figurative terms, not devoid of dignity, 
did the Indian orator sue for peace to his detested 
enemies. When he had concluded, the chiefs of 
every tribe rose in succession, to express concur- 
rence in what he had said, each delivering a belt 
of wampum and a bundle of small sticks ; the latter 
designed to indicate the number of English prison- 
ers whom his followers retained, and whom he 
pledged himself to surrender. In an Indian coun- 

• This speech is token from the offldal jottmaU of Colonel BonqoM, 
a copj of which ifl preaerred in the archives of Pennsylvaiiia, at Harri* 
burg, engrossed, if the writer's memory does not fail liim, in one of thi 
Tolumes of tlie Promndal Recoids. The published nuiratiTe, which htu 
often been cited, \n chiefly fonnded upon the authority of these documents ; 
and the writer lias used his materials with great skill and thithfulncM, 
though ocouionally it baa been found advisable to have recouiae in tin 
original journals, to supply some omission or obscurity in the printed 
oompilntion. 
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dl, when one of tlie speakers has advanced a 
matter of weight and urgency, the other party 
defers his reply to the following day, that due time 
may be allowed for deliberation. Accordingly, in 
the present instance, the coancil adjourned to tlie 
next morning, each party retiring to its respective 
camp. But, when day dawned, the weather had 
changed. , The valley of the Muskingum was filled 
with driving mist and rain, and the meeting was in 
consequence postponed. On the third day, the 
landscape brightened afresh, the troops marched 
once more to the place of coancil, and the Indian 
chiefs convened to hear the reply of their trium- 
phant foe. It was not of a kind to please them. 
The opening words gave an earnest of what waa to 
come ; for Bouquet discarded the usual address of 
an Indian harangue: fathers, brothers, or chil- 
dren, — terms which imply a relation of friendship, 
or a desire to conciliate, — and adopted a stemex 
and more distant form. 

" Sachems, war-chiefs, and warriors,' the excuses 
you have offered are frivolous and unavailing, and 
your conduct is without defence or apology. You 
could not have acted as you pretend to have done 
through fear of the western nations ; for, had you 
Btood faithful to us, you knew that we would have 

t The tachem i) tlie drU chief, who directi the counseli of the tribe, 
and govetoB Is time of peace. His office, on certain ccnditlons, u heredi* 
twy; vhile the waMjhief, or mUitary lender, acqu^efl hig aulliority siildy 
by personal merit, and Bclilom transmita it to hit oDspring. Sometiniea 
the civil and militorj ftinctiona sre dischar^d bj the tame person, a* m 
the instance of Fontiac himself, 

The speech of Bouqaet, as ^ven above, is taken, with some omlEriOD 
and condensation, from the jonmals menliomHl in the preceding noUi 



3,a,l,zc.bvG00gIe 



218 BOUQUET IN THE INDIAN COm.Tar. [1764, Oct. 

protected you against their anger ; and as for your 
young men, it was your duty to punish them, if 
they did amiss. You have drawn down our just 
resentment by your violence and perfidy. Last 
summer, in cold blood, and in a time of profound 
peace, you robbed and murdered the traders, who 
had come among you at your own express desire. 
You attacked Fort Pitt, which -was buUt by your 
consent ; and you destroyed our outposts and garri' 
sons, whenever treachery could place them in your 
power. You assailed our troops — the same who 
now stand before you — in the woods at Bushy 
Run ; and, when we had routed and driven you off, 
you sent your scalping-parties to the frontier, and 
murdered many hundreds of our people. Last 
July, when the other nations came to ask for peace, 
at Niagara, you not only refused to attend, but 
sent an insolent message instead, in which you 
expressed a pretended contempt for the English; 
and, at the same time, told the surrounding nations 
that you would never lay down the hatchet. After- 
wards, when Colonel Bradstreet came up Lake 
Erie, you sent a deputation of your chiefs, and 
concluded a treaty with him; but your engage- 
ments were no sooner made than broken ; and, 
from that day to this, you have scalped and butch' 
ered us without ceasing. Nay, I am informed that, 
when yoa heard that this army was penetrating 
the woods, you mustered your warriors to attack 
us, and were only deterred from doing so when 
you found how g^'eatly we outnumbered you. 
This is not the only instance of your bad faith ; 
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for, since the beginning of the last war, yon ha^e 
made repeated treaties with us, and promisnd to 
give up your prisoners; but you have never kept 
these engagements, nor any others. We shall 
endure this no longer ; and I am now come 
among you to force you to make atonement for the 
injuries you have done us. I have brought with 
me the relatives of those you have murdered. 
They are eager for vengeance, and nothing re- 
strains them from taking it but my assurance that 
this army shall not leave your country until you 
have given them an ample satisfaction. 

" Your allies, the Ottawas, Ojibwas, and Wyan- 
dots, have begged for peace ; the Sis Nations have 
leagued themselves with us ; the great lakes and 
rivers around you are all in our possession, and 
your friends the French are in subjection to us, 
and can do no more to aid you. You are all in 
our power, and, if we choose, we can exterminate 
you from the earth ; but the English are a merciful 
and generous people, averse to shed the blood even 
of their greatest enemies ; and if it were possible 
that you could convince us that you sincerely 
repent of your past perfidy, and that we could 
depend on your good behavior for the future, you 
might yet hope for mercy and peace. If I find 
that you faithfully execute the conditions which I 
shall prescribe, I will not treat you with the sever- 
ity you deserve. 

" I give you twelve days from this date to deliv- 
er into my hands all the prisoners in your posses- 
sion, without exception: Englishmen. Frenchmen, 
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women, and children ; whether adopted into yom 
tribes, married, or living among you under any 
denomination or pretence whatsoever. And you 
are to furnish these prisoners with clothing, pro- 
visions, and horses, to carry them to Fort Ktt 
When you have fully complied with these condi- 
tions, you shall then know on what terms you may 
obtain the peace you sue for." 

This speech, with the stem voice and counte 
nance of the speaker, told with chilling effect 
upon the awe-stricken hearers. It quelled their 
native haughtiness, and sunk them to the depths 
of humiliation. Their speeches in reply were dull 
and insipid, void of that savage eloquence, which, 
springing from a wild spirit of independence, has 
BO often distinguished the forest orators. Judging 
the temper of their enemies by their own insatiable 
thirst for vengeance, they hastened, with all the 
alacrity of teiTor, to fulfil the prescribed conditions, 
and avert the threatened ruin. They dispersed to 
their different villages, to collect and bring in the 
prisoners; while Bouquet, on his part, knowing 
that his best security for their good faith was to 
keep up the alai-m which his decisive measures 
had created, determined to march yet nearer to 
their settlements. Still following tbe course of 
the Muskingum, he descended to a spot near its 
confluence with its main branch, which might be 
regarded as a central point with respect to the sur- 
rounding Indian villages. Here, with the exception 
of the distant Shawanoe settlements, they were all 
within reach of his hand, and he could readily 
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chastise the first attempt at deceit or evasion. The 
principal chiefs of each tribe had been forced to 
accompany him as hostages.' 

For the space of a day, hundreds of axes were 
busy at their work. The trees were felled, the 
ground cleared, and, with marvellous rapidity, a 
town sprang up in the heart of the wilderness, 
martial in aspect and rigorous in discipline ; with 
storehouses, hospitals, and works of defence, nide 
sylvan cabins mingled with white tents, and the 
forest rearing its sombre rampart around the whole. 
On one side of this singular encampment was a 
range of buildings, designed to receive the expected 
prisoners; and matrons, brought for this purpose 
with the array, were appointed to take charge of 
the women and children among them. At the 
opposite side, a canopy of branches, sustained on 
the upright trunks of young trees, formed a rude 
council-hall, in keeping with the savage assembly 
for whose reception it was designed. 

And now, issuing from the forest, came warriors. 

1 The following Ig Irom a letter of Botiquet dated Camp ttear Tusca 
nuau, 96 miles atat of Fort Pin, 2lBt Oct. 1764 : " They came tuicor 
dingly on the 15"' and met me here, to where I had moved the camp. 
Time doea not permit me to send you all the meBsages which hare passed 
since, and the conferences I have had vrith them, as we are going to 
march. I shall for the present inform you that thcj bave behaved with 
ttie utmost submission, and have agreed to deliver into my hands all their 
priaonsrs, who appear to be very numerous, on the 1" of November , and, 
as I will not leave any thing undone, they have not only consented that 
I should march to their towns, but have given me four of their men to 
conduct the Army. This is the only point liitheito s^ted with tbem. 
Their excessive fear having nearly made them run away once more, that 
circnmslance and the Treaty of Colonel Bradslreet, of which they pro- 
duce the original, added to the total want of government among theni, 
Nodei tbe execntioo of my orders veiy intricate." 
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conducting troopa of prisoners, or leading captive 
children, — wild young barbarians, born perhaps 
among themselves, and scarcely to be distinguished 
from their own. Yet, seeing the sullen reluctance 
which the Indians soon betrayed in this ungrateful 
liisk, Uouquet thought it expedient to stimulate 
tlieir efforts by sending detachments of soldiers to 
each of the vill^es, still retaining the chiefs in 
pledge for their safety. About this time, a Cana- 
dian officer, named Hertel, with a party of Caugh- 
nawaga Indians, arrived with a letter from Colonel 
Bradstreet, dated at Sandusky, ITie writer declared 
that he was unable to remain longer in the Indian 
country, and was on the point of retiring down 
Lake Erie with his army ; a movement which, at 
the least, was of doubtful necessity, and which 
might have involved the most disastrous conse- 
quences. Had the tidings been received but a few 
days sooner, the whole effect of Bouquet's meas- 
ures would probably have been destroyed, the 
Indians encouraged to resistance, and the war 
brought to the arbitration of a battle, which must 
needs have been a fierce and bloody one. But, 
happily for both parties. Bouquet now had his 
enemies firmly in his grasp, and the boldest warrior 
dai-ed not violate the truce. 

The messengers who brought the letter of Brad- 
Btreet brought also the tidings that peace was made 
with the northern Indians ; but stated, at the same 
time, that these tribes had murdered many of their 
captives, and given up but few of the remainder, 
BO that no small number were still within their 
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power. The conduct of Bradstreet in this matter 
was the more disgraceful, since be had been 
encamped for weeks almost within gunsliot of 
the Wyandot villages at Sandusky, where most 
of the prisonera were detained. Bouquet, on his 
part, though separated from this place by a journey 
of many days, resolved to take upon himself the 
duty which his brother officer had strangely neg- 
lected. He sent an embassy to Sandusky, demand 
ing that the prisoners should be surrendered. This 
measure was in a great degree successful. He 
despatched messengere soon after to the principal 
Shawanoe village, on the Scioto, distant ahoui 
eighty miles from his camp, to rouse the inhabi- 
tants to a greater activity than they seemed 
inclined to display. This was a fortunate step ; 
for the Shawanoes of the Scioto, who had been 
guilty of atrocious cruelties during the war, had 
conceived the idea that they were excluded from 
the general amnesty, and marked out for destruc- 
tion. This notion had been propagated, and per- 
haps suggested, by the French traders in their ' 
tillages ; and so thorough was the conviction of 
the Shawanoes, that they came to the desperate 
|)urpose of murdering their prisoners, and march' 
ing, with all the warriors they could muster, to 
attack the English, This plan was no sooner 
fonned than the French traders opened their stores 
of bullets and gunpowder, and dealt thera out 
freely to the Indians. Bouquet's messengers came 
in time to prevent the catastrophe, and relieve the 
terroi's of the Shawanoes, by the assurance thai 
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peace would be granted to them on the same 
conditions as to the rest. Thus encouraged, they 
abandoned their design, and set out with lighter 
hearts for the English camp, bringing with them a 
portion of their prisoners. When about half-way 
on their journey, they were met by an Indian run- 
ner, who told them that a soldier had been killed 
in the woods, and their tribe charged with the 
crime. On hearing this, their fear revived, and 
with it their former purpose. Having collected 
their piisoners in a meadow, they surrounded the 
miserable wretches, armed with guns, war-clubs, 
and bows aud anows, and prepared to put them to 
death. But another runner arrived before the 
butchery began, and, assuring them that what tbey 
had heard was false, prevailed on them once more 
to proceed. They pursued their journey without far- 
ther interruption, and, coming in safety to the camp, 
delivered the prisoners whom they had brought. 

These by no means included all of their cap- 
tives, for nearly a hundred were left behind, 
because they belonged to warriors who had gone 
to the Illinois to procure arms and ammunition 
from the French ; and there is no authority in an 
Indian community powerful enough to deprive the 
meanest warrior of his property, even in circum- 
stances of the greatest public exigency. This was 
clearly understood by the English commander, and 
he therefore received the submission of the Shaw- 
anoes, at the same time compelling them to deliver 
hostages for the future surrender of the remaining 
prisoners. 
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Band after band of captives had been daily ariiT- 
ing, until upwards of two hundred were now 
collected in. the camp ; including, as far as could 
be ascertained, all who had been in the hands of 
the Indians, excepting those ■ belonging to the 
absent wan-iors of the Shawanoes. Up to this 
time, Bouquet had maintained a stem and rigorous 
demeanor ; repressing his natural clemency and 
humanity, refusing all friendly intercourse with 
the Indians, and telling them that he should treat 
them as enemies until they had fully complied with 
all the required conditions. In this, he displayed 
his knowledge of their character ; for, like all war- 
like savages, they are exti-emely prone to interpret 
lenity and moderation into timidity and indecision ; 
and he who, from good-nature or mistaken phi- 
lanthropy, is beti-ayed into yielding a point which 
he has before insisted on, may have deep cause to 
me it. As their own dealings with their enemies 
are not leavened with such humanizing ingredients, 
they can seldom comprehend them ; and to ^vin 
over an Indian foe by kindness should only be 
attempted by one who has already proved clearly 
that he is able and ready to subdue him by force. 

But now, when every condition was satisfied, 
such inexorable i-igor was no longer demanded; 
and, having convoked the chiefs in the sylvan coun- 
cil-house. Bouquet signified his willingness to re- 
ceive their offers of peace. 

" Brother," began ttie Indian orator, " with this 
belt of wampum I dispel the black cloud that has 
hung so long over our heads, that the sunshine of 
TOk II. 16 
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peace may once more descend to warm and gladden 
US. I wipe the tears from your eyes, and condole 
with you on the losa of your brethren who have 
perished in this war. I gather their bones 
together, and cover them deep in the earth, that 
the sight of them may no longer bring sorrow to 
your hearts ; and I scatter dry leaves over the spot, 
that it may depart for ever from memory. 

" The path of peace, which once ran between 
your dwellings and mine, has of late been choked 
with thorns and briers, so that no one could pass 
that way ; and we have both almost forgotten that 
such a path had ever been. I now clear away all 
such obstructions, and make a broad, smooth road, 
80 that you and I may freely visit each other, as 
our fathers used to do. I kiudle a great council 
fire, whose smoke shall rise to heaven, in view of 
all the nations ; while you and I sit together and 
smoke the peace-pipe at its blaze." ' 

' An Indian council, on sotemn otxatnonM, is alwa^ opened with pre- 
liminary forme, Buffi«ient1y wearisoioe and tedious, but made indispei> 
sable by immemorial cuatom ; for this people are as much bound by their 
conventional 'usages as tbe most artiScial cidldren of civilization. The 
Ihnns are varied to some extent, according to the imaBination and Inate of 
ihe speaker; but in all essential respects they are closely similar, throogb- 
out the tribes of Algonquin and Iroquois lineage. They run somewhat ai 
follows, each sentence being pronounced with great solemnity, and con. 
firmed by the delivery of a wampum belt; Brothers, with this belt I 
opettyour ears that you may hear — I remove grief and sorrow firom your 
hearts — I draw lW)m your feet the thoma which have pierced them oi 
yon journeyed thither — I clean the seats of the council-house, tliat you 
may sit at ease — I wash your head and body, that your spirits may be 
refi«shed — I condole with you on the loss of the friends who hare died 
littix we last met — I wipe out any blood which may have been spilt 
between oa. This ceremony, which, by the delivery of so many belts of 
wampam, entailed no small expense, was never used except on the most 
Important occasions ; and at the councils with Colonel Bouquet tbe angry 
warriors seem wholly to have dispensed with it 
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In this strain, the orator of each tribe, in turn, 
expressed the purpose of hia people to lay down 
their arms, and live for the future in friendship 
with the English. Every deputation received a 
separate audience, and the successive conferences 
were thus extended through several days. To 
each and all, Bouquet made a similar reply, in 
words to the following effect : — 

"By your full compliance with the conditions 
which I imposed, you have satisfied me of your 
sincerity, and I now receive you once more as 
brethren. The King, my master, has commissioned 
me, not to make treaties for him, but to fight his 
battles ; and though I now offer you peace, it is 
not in my power to settle its precise terms and con- 
ditions. For this, I refer you to Sir William 
Johnson, his Majesty's agent and superintendent 

An Indian orator is provided with a stock of metaphors, which he 
always niakea use of for the expression of certain ideaa. Tlma, to make 
war JB to raise the hatchet; to make peace is to take hold of the chahi of 
friendship ; to dpiiberate is to kindle the council-fire ; to coTer tiie bone* 
of the dend is to make reparation and gain forgirenees for the act of kilt 
Ing them, A slate of war and disaster is typified by a black cloud j a 
■tnte of pence, by bright sunstiine, or by an open path between the two 

The omtor seldom speaks without careful premeditation of what be U 
about to sny ; and hia memory is refreshed by the belts of wampum, 
which he delivers aller every clause in his harangue, as a pledge of the 
dnccrity and trutli of hia words. These belts are carefully preserved by 
the hearers, as a substitute for written records ; a use for which they are 
Hie bettor ainpled. as they are oflen worked with hieroglyphlca eipresS' 
ing the meaning they are designed to preserve. Thus, at a treaty of 
peace, the principal belt often bears the figures of an Indian and a white 
man liolding a chain between them. 

For the nature and uaea of wampum, see note, anfc, p. 1B6, note. 

Though a good memory is an essential qualification of an Indian ora. 
tor, it would be unjust, not to observe that atriking outbursts of epon 
tUMOus eloquence have sometimes proceeded from their lipa. 
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for Indian affairs, wlio will settle with you the arti- 
cles of peace, and determine every thing in relation 
to trade. Two things, however, I shall insist on. 
And, first, you are to give hostages, as security 
that you will preserve good faith, and send, with- 
out delay, a deputation of your chiefs to Sir Wil- 
liam Johnson. In the next place, these chiefs are 
to be fully empowered to treat in behalf of your 
nation ; and you will bind yourselves to adhere 
strictly to every thing they shall agree upon in your 
behalf." 

These demands were readily complied with. 
Hostages were given, and chiefs appointed for 
the embassy ; and now, for the first time, Bou 
quet, to the great relief of the Indians, — for they 
doubted his intentions, — extended to them the 
hand of friendship, which he had so long with- 
held. A prominent chief of the Delawares, too 
proud to sue for peace, had refused to attend the 
council; on which Bouquet ordered him to be 
deposed, and a successor, of a less obdurate spirit, 
installed in his place. The Shawanoes were the 
last of the tribes admitted to a hearing; and 
the demeanor of their orator clearly evinced the 
haughty reluctance with which he stooped to 
ask peace of his mortal enemies. 

" "When you came among us," such were his con- 
cluding words, " you came with a hatchet raised to 
strike us. We now take it from your hand, and 
throw it up to the Great Spirit, that he may do 
with it what shall seem good in his sight. We 
hope that you, who are warriors, will take hold of 
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the chain of friendship which we now extend to 
you. We, who are also warriors, will take hold as 
you do ; and we will think no more of war, in pity 
for our women, children, and old men." ' 

On this occasion, the Shawanoe chiefs, express- 
ing a hope for a renewal of the friendship which 
in former years had subsisted between their people 
and the EngUsh, displayed the dilapidated parch- 
ments of several treaties made between their 
ancestors and the descendants of William Penn, — 
documents, some of which had been preserved 
among them for more than half a century, with the 
scrupulous respect they are prone to exhibit for 
such ancestral records. They were told that, since 
they had not delivered all their prisonei-s, they 
could scarcely expect to meet the same indulgence 
which had been extended to their brethren; but 
that, nevertheless, in full belief of their sincerity, 
the English would grant them peace, on condition 
of their promising to surrender the remaining cap- 

1 The Sbairanoe epeaket, in OTpreseing hig Intention of diunoing hii 
enem^ hj laying aside liia ona deeigng of war, makes use of aa anuaual 
metaphor. To Intiy the halchet Ib the figar« in common me on such occo- 
■iODs, but he adopts a form of speech which he regards as more significant 
■D 1 emphatic, — that of throwing it up to the Great Spirit. Unwilling to 
CMi&ss that he jieldg through fear of the enemy, he professes to wish for 
peace merely tor the salie of liii women and children. 

At tha great councii at lAncaster, in 1762, a chief of the Oneidas, 
■nziouB to express. In the eirongest terms, the Qrmness of the peace 
which !iad been concluded, had recourse to the fbUowing singular flgure : 
"In the country of the Oneidas there is a great pine-tree, so huge and old 
that half its branchea are dead with time. I tear it up by the roots, and, 
looking down into the hole, I see a dark itream of water, flowing with ■ 
■trong current, deep under ground. Into this stream I fling the hatchet, 
■ad the current sweeps it away, no man knows whither. Then I plant 
the tree agun where it stood before, and thua thii war will be ended for 
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lives early in the following spring, and giving up 
six of their chiefs as hostages. These conditions 
were agreed to ; and it may be added that, at the 
appointed time, all the prisoners who had been 
left in their hands, to the number of a hundred, 
were brought in to Fort Pitt, and delivered up to 
the commanding officer.' 

From the hard formalities and rigid self-control 
of an Indian couucil-house, where the struggles of 
fear, rage, and hatred were deep buiied beneath 
a surface of iron immobility, we torn to scenes of 
a widely different nature ; an exhibition of mingled 
and contrasted pasaions, more worthy the peu of 
the dramatist than that of the historian ; who, 
restricted to the meagre outline of recorded author- 
ity, can reflect but a feeble image of the truth. In 
the ranks of the Pennsylvania troops, and among 
the Virginia riflemen, were the fathers, brothers, 
and husbands of those whose rescue from captivity 
was a chief object of the march. Ignorant what 
had befallen them, and doubtful whether they were 
yet among the living, these men had joined the 

I A partj of the Virginia TOlaateera hftd beea itUowed bj Bouquet to 
go to the remoter Slmwanoe towns, io tlie hope of roscuing captire reU> 
tives. Thej returned to Fort I'itt at midniater, brioging Dine prisonerB, 
all childreo or old tromen. The whole par^ was frost-bitleo, and had 
endured the eilremitj of Buffering on the way. They oiuet have per- 
ished but fur a Sliawanoe c;hief, named Benewigib«, to whose care Bouquet 
had confided them, and »ho remained with them both going and return 
ing, hunting for them to keep tliem from fiuuishiog. — Capt. Murmi/ bi 
Bouguet, 31 Jan. 1766, 

Besides the authorises before mentjoaed in relation to thece tranb- 
aclionB, the correspondeDce of Bouquet with the commaoder-in'chiel^ 
throughout the expedition, together with letters from some of the offloera 
who accompanied him, have been examined. For General Gage's aum* 
>anry of the resulta of the campaign, see Appendix, F. 
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army, in the feverish hope of winning them back 
to home and civilization. Perhaps those whom 
they sought had perished by the slow torments of 
the stake ; perhaps by the more merciful hatchet ; 
or perhaps they still dragged out a wretched life 
in the midst of a savage horde. There weie in- 
stances in which whole families had been carried 
off at once. The old, the sick, or the despairing, 
had been tomahawked, as useless encumbrances ; 
while the rest, pitilessly forced asunder, were scat- 
tered through every quarter of the wilderness. It 
was a strange and moving sight, when troop after 
troop of piTsoners arrived in succession - the 
meeting of husbands with wives, and fathers with 
children, the reunion of broken families, long sepa- 
rated in a disastrous captivity ; and, on the other 
hand, the agonies of those who learned tidings of 
death and horror, or groaned under the torture of 
protracted suspense. Women, frantic between hope 
and fear, were rushing hither and thither, in search 
of those whose tender limbs had, perhaps, long 
since fattened the cubs of the she-wolf ; or were 
pausing, in an agony of doubt, before some sun- 
burnt young savage, who, startled at the haggard 
apparition, shrank from his forgotten parent, and 
clung to the tawny breast of his adopted mother. 
Others were divided between delight and anguish : 
on the one hand, the joy of an unexpected recog- 
nition ; and, on the other, the misery of realized 
fears, or the more intolerable pangs of doubts not 
yet resolved. Of all the spectators of this tragic 
drama, few were obdurate enough to stand uu- 
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moved. The roughest soldiers felt the contagious 
sympathy, and softened into unwonted tenderness. 
Among the children brought in for surrender, 
there were some, who, captured seyeral years be- 
fore, as eai-ly, perhaps, as the French wai-, had lost 
every recollection of friends and home. Terrified 
by the novel sights around them, the flash and 
glitter of arms, and the strange complexion of the 
pale-faced warriors, they screamed and struggled 
lustily when consigned to the hands of their rela- 
tives. There were young women, too, who had 
become the partners of Indian husbands ; and who 
now, with all their hybrid offspring, were led reluct- 
antly into the presence of fathers or brothers whose 
images were almost blotted from their memory. 
They stood agitated and bewildered ; the revival 
of old affections, and the rush of dormant memories, 
paiofolly contending with more recent attachments, 
and the shame of their real or fancied disgrace ; 
while their Indian lords looked on, scarcely less 
moved than they, yet hardening themselves with 
savage stoicism, and standing in the midst of their 
enemies, imperturbable as statues of bronze 
These women were compelled to return with theii 
children to the settlements; yet they all did so 
with reluctance, and several afterwards made their 
escape, eagerly hastening back to their warrior 
husbands, and the toils and vicissitudes of an Indian 
wigwam.' 

1 Pean. HUt. Coll. 267. Sea. Pa. Rtg IV. 890. M'CoUoch. Narro- 
tint. M'Culloch wu one of the prisoncira Burrendered lo Bouquel. His 
naiTstiTe first appeared in a pamphlet form, and has siace b«e]i repub 
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Day after day brought renewals of these scenes, 
deepening in interest as they drew towards their 
close. A few individual incidents have been 
recorded. A young Virginian, robbed of his wife 
but a few months before, had volunteered in the 
expedition with the faint hope of recovering her ; 
and, after long suspense, had recognized her 
among a troop of prisoners, bearing in her arms 
a child born duiing her captivity. But the joy of 
the meeting was bitterly alloyed by the loss of a 
former child, not two years old, captured with the 
mother,'but soon taken from her, and carried, she 
could not tell whither. Days passed on ; they 
could learn no tidings of its fate, and the mother, 
harrowed with terrible imaginations, was almost 
driven to despair ; when, at length, she discovered 
her child in the arms of an Indian warrior, and 
snatched it with an iiTepressible cry of transport. 

When the army, on its homeward march, reached 
the town of Carlisle, those who had been unable 
to follow the expedition came thither in numbers, 
to inquire for the friends they had lost. Among 
the rest was an old woman, whose daughter had 
been carried off nine years before. In the crowd 
of female captives, she discovered one in whose 
wild and swarthy features she discerned the altered 

llihed in the Incidents of Border Warfare, and other Bimilw collection!. 
The autobiography of Mary Jemison, a woman captured by the SenecM 
during the French war, and twice married among them, contains in 
instance of attachment to Indian life similar to thoee mentioned above. 
After the conclusion of hostilities, learning that slie was to be given up to 
tha whites in accordance witli a treaty, she escaped into the woods with 
her half-breed children, and remained liidden, in great dismay and agita 
tion, until the search was over. She lired to an advanced ago, but nevei 
lost her atlacbmeat to the Indinn lil'a. 
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lineameDts of her child ; hat the girl, who had 
almost foi^otten her native tongue, returned no 
Bign of recognition to her eager words, and the old 
woman bitterly complained that the daughter, 
whom she had so often sung to sleep on her knee, 
had forgotten her in her old age. Bouquet sug- 
gested an expedient which proves him a man of 
feeling and perception. " Sing the song that you 
used to sing to her when a child." The old 
woman obeyed; and a sudden start, a look of 
bewilderment, and a passionate flood of tears, 
removed every doubt, and lestored the long-lost 
daughter to her mother's arms.' 

The tender affections by no means form a salient 
feature in the Indian character. They hold them 
in contempt, and scorn every manifestation of them , 
yet, on this occasion, they would not be repressed, 
and the human heart betrayed itself, though throb- 
bing under a breastplate of ice. None of the 
ordinary signs of emotion, neither tears, words, 
nor looks, declared how greatly they were moved. 
It was by their kindness and solicitude, by their 
attention to the wants of the captives, by their 
offers of furs, garments, the choicest articles of 
food, and every thing which in their eyes seemed 
luxury, that they displayed their sorrow, at parting 
from their adopted relatives and friends," Some 

1 Ordinanea of the Borough of Cartiak, Appendix. Penn. Hitl. Cofl. 267. 

> The author of The Expedition oigainat the Ohio Indians epeakg of the 
Indiam " ghedding torrents of tears." This a either a flourish of rhet 
oric. or is mennl to apply solely to the squaws. A warrior, who, under 
the circuDiatances, should hare displayed such emotion, would have been 
disgraced tor ever. 
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among them went much farther, and asked permis- 
sion to follow the army on its homeward march, 
that they might hunt for the captives, and supply 
them with better food than the military stores could 
furaish. A young Seneca warrior had become 
deeply enamoured of a Virginian girl. At great 
risk of his life, he accompanied the troops far 
within the limits of the settlements ; and, at evei-y 
night's encampment, approaching the quarters of 
the captives as closely as the sentinels would per- 
mit, he sat watching, with patient vigilance, to 
catch a glimpse of his lost mistress. 

The Indian women, whom no idea of honor com- 
pels to wear an iron mask, were far from emulating 
the frigid demeanor of their lords. All day they 
ran wailing through the camp ; and, when night 
came, the bills and woods resounded with their 
dreary lamentations.' 

The word prisoner, as applied to captives taKen 
by the Indians, is a misnomer, and conveys a wholly 
false impression of their situation and treatment. 
When the vengeance of the conquerors is sated ; 
when they have shot, stabbed, burned, or beatea 

' The ontciiei of the iqaatTB, on such occuions, would put to Bhame 
BD Irieb death-howl. The writer whs once attaulied to a large band of 
lodians, who, being on the mu'eh, arrived, a tittle after nightfall, at a spot 
wliere, not long before, a party of their young men had been killed by the 
enemy. The women inatantly msed a most aetouuiling clamor, soma 
two hundred voices joining in a discord na vrild and diemal na the shriek 
ing of the damned in the [nfema; while eome of tlie chief mourners 
gaelied tiieir bodies and limba with knives, uttering meanwliile most 
inteoni lamentations. A few days later, returning to the same encamp- 
ment aAer darkness had closed in, a strange and startling effect wai 
produced by the prolonged wulinge of several women, who were pacing 
the neighboring hilla, lamenting the death of a child, killed tiy the bito of 
aniitkuMke. 
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to death, enough to satisfy the shades of their 
departed relatives, they usually treat those who 
survive thek wrath with moderation and humanity ; 
often adopting them to supply the place of lost 
brothers, husbands, or children, whose names are 
given to the successors thus substituted in tlieir 
place. By a formal ceremony, the white blood is 
washed from their veins ; and they are regarded 
thenceforth as members of the tribe, faring equally 
with the rest in prosperity or adversity, in famine 
or abundance. When children are adopted in this 
manner by Indian women, they nurture them with 
the same tenderness and indulgence which they 
extend, in a remarkable degree, to their own off- 
spring ; and such young women as will not marry 
an Indian husband are treated with a singular for- 
bearance, in which superstition, natural tempera- 
ment, tmd a sense of right and justice may all claim 
a share.' The captive, unless he excites suspicion 
by his conduct, or exhibits peculiar contumacy, is 
left with no other restraint than his own free will. 
The warrior who captured him, or to whom' he was 
assigned in the division of the spoil, sometimes 
claims, it is true, a certain right of property in him, 
to the exclusion of others ; but this claim is soon 
forgotten, and is seldom exercised to the incon- 
venience of the captive, who has no other prison 
than the earth, the air, and the forest' Five hun- 

1 Thii and what precedes [g meant to apply onlj to tiibei east of the 
Miesisgippi. Some of the weatern and HOuth-neBtern tribes treat prisonen 
merely as slATes, and liAbitually violate female capdvei 

s The eaplWes among the Sliawanoes of the Scioto had inoil of them 
been Kceat^ taken ; and only a small part had gone through the cei*' 
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dred miles of wilderness, beset with difficulty and 
danger, are the sole bars to his escape, should he 
desire to effect it ; but, strange as it may appear, 
this wish is apt to expire in his heart, and be often 
remains to the end of his life a contented denizen 
of the woods. 

Among the captives brought in for delivery were 
some bound fast to prevent their escape ; and many 
others, who, amid the general tumult of joy and 
sorrow, sat sullen and scowling, angry that they 
were forced to abandon the wild license of the 
forest for tbe irksome restraints of society.' Thus 
to look back with a fond longing to inhospitable 
deserts, where men, beasts, and Nature herself, 
seem arrayed in arms, and where ease, security, 
and all that civilization reckons among the goods 
of life, are alike cut off, may appear to argue some 
strange perversity or moral malformation. Yet 
such has been the experience of many a sound 
and healthful mind. To him who has once tasted 
the reckless independence, the haughty self-reliance, 
the sense of iiTCsponsible freedom, which the forest 
life engenders, civilization thenceforth seems flat 
and stale. Its pleasures are insipid, its pursuits 
wearisome, its conventionalities, duties, and mutual 
dependence alike tedious and disgusting. The 
entrapped wanderer grows fierce and restless, and 
pants for breathing-room. His path, it is true, 

mony of adoption. Hence it waa that the wBrriore, in llieir desperation, 
fonnod tlie deBigii of putting them to death, fenring that, in the attack 
wliich they meditated, the captircs nould naturally take pait with their 
CNuntrymen. 

1 Account c/Bouquet'i Expedition, 29 
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was choked with difficulties, but his body and soul 
were hardened to meet them ; it was beset with 
dangers, but these were the very spice of his life, 
gladdening hie heart with exulting self-confidence, 
and sending the blood through his veins with a 
livelier cuiTent The wilderness, rough, harsh, and 
inexorable, has charms more potent in their seduc- 
tive influence than all the lures of luxury and 
sloth. And often he on whom it has cast its 
magic finds no heart to dissolve the spell, and 
remains a wanderer and an Ishmaelite to the hour 
of his death.' 

There is a chord, in the breasts of most men, 
prompt to answer loudly or faintly, as the case may 

' Colden, aAer describing the Indiaa vara of 1099, 1700, concludes in 
the following worda : — 

" I Bball tlniah thia Part by obacrving that notwilhalanding the French 
Commissioners took all llie Pains possible to carry Home tlie French 
that mere Prieonera with the FItc Nations, and Ihej had fuU Liberty 
irom the Indiana, few of them coatd he persuaded to return. It may be 
thought tliat thia was occasioned from the Hardsliips they liad endured in 
their own Country, under n tyrannical Goremment and a barren Soil. 
But tliia certainly was not the Renson, for the English had as much 
Difficulty to persuade the People that liad been taken Prisoners by the 
French Indians to leave the Indian Manner of living, though no People 
enjoy more Liberty, and live in greater Plenty than tlie common Inhabi- 
tanlg of New York do. No Arguments, no Intreaties, nor Tears of their 
Frienils and Relations, could persuade many of thetn to leave their new 
Indian Friends and Acquaintance. Several of them that wcra by tha 
Caressings of tlieir Relationa persuaded 10 come Home, in a little Time 
grew tired of our Manner of living, and ran away to the Indiana, and 
ended their D.tya with them. On the other HanJ, Indian Children have 
been carefully educated among the English, clothed and taught; jet, I 
think, there is not one Instance that any of these, after they bad Liberty 
to go among their own People, and were come to Age, would remain 
with the English, but relumeJ to their own Nations, and became as fond 
of the Indian Manner of Life as those tb.it knew nothing of a civilized 
Manner of living. What I now tell of Christian Prisoners among Indian! 
relates not only to what happened nt the Conclusion of thia War, bat but 
been fonnd true on many other Occasions." — Colden, 208. 
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be, to such mde appeals. But there is influence 
of another sort, strongest with minds of the finest 
texture, yet sometimea holding a controlling power 
over those who neither acltnowledge nor suspect 
its workings. There are few so imbruted by vice, 
so perverted by art and luxury, as to dwell in the 
closest presence of Nature, deaf to her voice of 
melody and power, untouched by tlie ennobling 
influences which mould and penetrate the heart 
that has not hardened itself against thera. Into 
the spirit of such an one the mountain wind 
breathes its own freshness, and the midsummer 
tempest, as it rends the forest, pours its own fierce 
energy. His thoughts flow with the placid stream 
of the broad, deep river, or dance in light with the 
sparkling current of the mountain brook. No 
passing mood or fancy of his mind but has its 
image and its echo in the wild world 'around him. 
There is softness in the mellow air, the warm sun- 
shine, and the budding leaves of spring; and in 
the forest flower, which, more delicate than the 
pampered ofl"spring of gardens, lifts its tender head 
through the refuse and decay of the wilderness. 
But it is the grand and heroic in the hearts of men 
which finds its worthiest symbol and noblest inspi- 
ration amid these desert realms, — in the mountain, 
rearing its savage head through clouds and sleet, 
or basking its majestic strength in the radiance of 
the sinking sun ; in the interminable forest, the 
thunder booming over its lonely waste, the whirl- 
wind tearing through its inmost depths, or the sun 
at length setting in gorgeous majesty beyond its 
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waves of verdure. To the sick, the wearied, or 
the Bated sph-il, nature opens a theatre of boundless 
life, and holds forth a cup brimming with redundant 
pleasure. In the other joys of existence, fear is 
balanced against hope, and satiety against delight ; 
but here one may fearlessly drink, gaining, with 
every di-aught, new vigor and a heightened zest, 
and finding no dregs of bitterness at the bottom. 

Having accomplished its work, the army left 
the Muskingum, and, reti-acing its former coui-se, 
arrived at Fort Pitt on the twenty-eighth of No- 
vember. The recovered captives were sent to their 
respective homes in Pennsylvania or Virginia ; and 
the provincial troops disbanded, not without warm 
praises for the hardihood and steadiness with which 
they had met the difficulties of the campaign. The 
happy issue of the expedition spread joy through- 
out the countiy. At the next session of the Penn- 
sylvania Assembly, one of its first acts was to pass 
a vote of thanks to Colonel Bouquet, expressing in 
earnest terms its sense of his seivices and per- 
sonal merits, and conveying its acknowledgments 
for the regard which he had constantly shown to 
the civil rights of the inhabitants.' The Assembly 
of Virginia passed a similar vote ; and both houses 
concurred in recommending Bouquet to the King 
for promotion. 

Nevertheless, his position was far from being an 
easy or a pleasant one. It may be remembered 
that the desertion of his newly levied soldiers had 
forced him to ask Colonel Lewis to raise for him 
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one or two companies of Virginian volunteers 
Vii^inia, which had profited by the campaign, 
though contributing nothing to it, refused to pay 
these troops ; and its agents tried to throw the 
burden upon Bouquet in person. The Assembly 
of Pennsylvania, with a justice and a generosity 
which went far to redeem the past, came to his 
relief and assumed the debt, though not till lie 
had suffered the most serious annoyance. Certain 
recent military regulations contributed at the same 
time to increase his vexation and his difficulties. 
He had asked in vain, the year before, to be re- 
lieved from his command. He now asked again, 
and the request was granted ; on which he wrote to 
Gage : " The disgust I have conceived from the ill- 
nature and ingratitude of those individuals (the 
Virginian officials) makes me accept with great sat- 
isfaction your obliging offer to discharge me of this 
department, in which I never desire to serve again, 
nor, indeed, to be commanding officer in any other, 
since the new regulations you were pleased to com- 
municate to me J being sensible of my inability to 
carry on the service upon the terms prescribed." ' 
He was preparing to return to Europe, when he 
received the announcement of his promotion to the 
rank of Brigadier General. He was taken com- 
pletely by surprise ; for he bad supposed that the 
rigid prescriptions of the service had closed the 
path of advancement against him, as a foreigner, 
" I had, to-day," he wrote to Gage, " the honor of 
your Excellency's letter of the fifteenth instant. 

1 U8. Letter - Bngixi to Gagt, i March, 1765. 
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The unexpected honor, which his Majesty has 
condescended to confer upon me, fills my heai't with 
the utmost gratitude. Permit me, sir, to express my 
sincere acknowledgments of my great obligation 
to you. . . . The flattering prospect of preferment, 
open to the other foreign officers by the removal 
of that dreadful barrier, gives me the highest satis- 
faction, being couTinced that his Majesty has no 
subjects more devoted to bis service." ' 

Among the letters of congratulation which he 
received from officers serving under him is the 
following, from Captain George Etherington, of 
the first battalion of the Koyal American regiment, 
who commanded at Michillimackinac when it waa 
captured : — 

" IducMter, Fa., 19 April, 1765. 

"Sir: 

Though I almost despair of this reaching you 
before you sail for Europe, yet I cannot deny myself 
the pleasure of giving you joy on your promotion, 
and can with truth tell you that it gives great joy 
to all the gentlemen of the battalion, for two rea- 
sons : first, on your account ; and, secondly, on our 
own, as by that means we may hope for the pleas- 
ure of continuing under your command. 

"You can hardly imagine how this place rings 
with the news of your promotion, for the towns- 
men and boors (i.e., German farmers) stop us in 
the streets to ask if it is tnie that the King has 
made Colonel Bouquet a general ; and, when they 
are told it is true, they march off with great joy ; 
' us. Letter— Botupia to Gagt IT AprU. 1766. 
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SO you flee the old proverb wrong for once, which 
says, he that prospers is envied; for sure I am 
that all the people here are more pleased with the 
news of your promotion than they would be if the 
government would take off the stamp duty. . . 
" Geo. Etherinqton. 

" Bbiqxdbr Genbkai. He3Ibt Bod^ickt." 

" And," concludes Dr. William Smith, the chron- 
icler of the campaign, '* as he is rendered as dear 
by his private virtues to those who have the honor 
of his more intimate acquaintance, as he is by his 
military services to the public, it is hoped he may 
long continue among us, where his experienced 
abilities will enable him, and his love of "the Eng- 
lish constitution entitle him, to fill any future trust 
to which his Majesty may be pleased to call him." 
This hope was not destined to fulfilment Bouquet 
was assigned to the command of the southern mil- 
itary department ; and, within three years after his 
return from the Muskingum, he was attacked with 
a fever at Fensacola, which closed the career of a 
gallant soldier and a generous man. 

The Delawares and Shawanoes, mindful of their 
engagement and of the hostages which they had 
given to keep it, sent their deputies, within the 
appointed time, to Sir William Johnson, who con- 
cluded a treaty with them ; stipulating, among the 
other terms, tiiat they should girant free passage 
through their country to English troops and trav- 
ellers ; that they should make fall restitution for 
the goods taken from the traders at the breaking 
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out of the war ; and that they should aid their tri- 
umphant enemies in the difficult task which yet 
remained to be accomplished, — that of taking pos- 
session of the Illinois, and occupying its posts and 
settlements with British troops.' 
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CHAPTER XXVnL 



THE ILLINOIS. 



We tnm to a region of which, as yet, we hare 
caught but transient glimpses ; a region which to 
our forefathers seemed remote and strange, as to 
us the mountain strongholds of the Apaches, or the 
wastes of farthest Oregon. The country of the Illi- 
nois was chiefly embraced within the boundaries 
of the state which now retains the name. Thither- 
ward, from the east, the west, and the north, three 
mighty rivers rolled their tributary waters ; while 
countless smaller streams — small only in compar- 
ison — traversed the land with a watery network, 
impregnating the warm soil with exuberant fecun- 
dity. From the eastward, the Ohio — La Belle 
Riviere — pursued its windings for more than a 
thousand miles. The Mississippi descended from 
the distant north ; while from its fountains in the 
west, three thousand miles away, the Missouri 
poured its torrent towards the same common cen- 
tre. Bom among mountains, trackless even now, 
except by the adventurous footstep of the trapper, — 
nurtured amid the howling if beasts and the war 

Doiizccb, Google 
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cries of savages, never silent in that wilderness, — 
it holds its angry course through sun-scorched 
deserts, among towers and palaces, the architecture 
of no human hand, among lodges of barbarian 
hordes, and herds of bison blackening the prairie 
to the horizon. Fierce, reckless, headstrong, ex- 
ulting in its tumultuous force, it plays a thousand 
freaks of wanton power; bearing away forests 
from its shores, and planting tbem, with roots up- 
permost, in its quicksands ; sweeping off islands, 
and rebuilding tbem ; frothing and raging in foam 
and whirlpool, and, again, gliding with dwindled 
current along its sandy channel. At length, dark 
with uncurbed fury, it pours its muddy tide into 
the reluctant Mississippi. That majestic river, 
drawing life from the pure fountains of the north, 
wandering among emerald prairies and wood-, 
crowned bluffs, loses aU its earlier charm with 
this unhallowed union. At first, it shrinks as 
with repugnance ; and along the same channel 
the two streams flow side by side, with unmingled 
waters. But the disturbing power prevails at 
length ; and the united torrent bears onward in its 
might, boiling up from the bottom, whirling in 
many a vortex, flooding its shores with a malign 
deluge fraught with pestilence and fever, and 
burying forests in its deptbs, to insnare the heed 
less voyager. Mightiest among rivers, it is the 
connecting link of adverse climates and contrasted 
races ; and, while at its northern source the fur- 
clad Indian shivers in the cold, where it mingles 
with the ocean, the growth of the tropics springs 



3,a,l,zc.bvG00gIe 



17SI.] A HUNTER'S PARADISE. 247 

along its banks, and the panting negro cools his 
limbs in its refreshing waters. 

To these great rivers and their tributary streams 
the country of the Illinois owed its wealth, its 
grassy prairies, and the stately woods that flour- 
ished on its deep, rich soil. This prolific laud 
teemed with life. It was a huntei's paradise 
Deer grazed on its meadows. The elk trooped in 
herds, like squadrons of cavalry. In the still 
morning, one might hear the clatter of their ant- 
lers for half a mile over the dewy prairie. Count- 
less bison roamed the plains, filing in grave 
procession to drink at the rivers, plunging and 
snorting among the rapids and quicksands, rolling 
their huge bulk on the grass, rushing upon eacb 
other in hot encounter, like champions under shield 
The wildcat glared from the thicket; the racoon 
thrust his furry countenance from the hollow tree, 
and the opossum swung, head downwards, fiom the 
overhanging bough. 

With the opening spring, when the forests are 
budding into leaf, and the prairies gemmed with 
flowers ; when a warm, faint haze rests upon the 
landscape, — then heart and senses are inthralled 
with luxurious beauty. The shrubs and wild fruit- 
trees, flushed with pale red blossoms, and the small 
clustering flowers of grape-vines, which choke the 
gigantic trees with Laocodn writhings, fill the 
forest vrith their ricli perfume. A few days later, 
and a cloud of verdure overshadows the land ; while 
birds innumerable sing beneath its canopy, and 
brighten its shades with their glancing hues. 
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Yet this western paradise ia not free from the 
primal curse. The beneficent sun, which kindles 
into life so many forma of loveliness and beauty, 
fails not to engender venom and death from the 
•■ank slime of pestilential swamp and marsh. Id 
some stagnant pool, buried in the jungle-like 
depths of the forest, where the hot and lifeless 
water reeks with exhalations, the water-snake 
basks by the margin, or winds his checkered 
length of loathsome beauty across the sleepy sur- 
face. From beneath the rotten carcass of some 
fallen tree, the moccason thrusts out his broad flat 
head, ready to dart on the intruder. On the dry, 
Bun-scorched prairie, the rattlesnake, a more gen- 
erous enemy, reposes in his spiral coil. He scorns 
to shun the eye of day, as if conscious of the 
honor accorded to his name by the warlike race, 
who, jointly with him, claim lordship over the 
land.' But some intriwive footstep awakes hira 

> The anpo^titioiia Teoeration which th« Indisni enlertnin fiv tbe 
rattlesnake htm been before sllnded to. The Cherokees chriatened him 
hy a name whiiA, being interpreted, Bignifles ihe brig^ eld inAoAifoMs, a 
title of aflectionate admirstion of which his leu partial acquaintance 
iroald hardl7 judge him worthf. 

" Between the heads of the northern branch of the Lower Cheenks 
Itirer. and the heads of tliat of Tuckaschchee, winding round in a long 
coQt-ae by the late Fort Loudon, and afterwards into the Miswasippi, there 
ia, both in the natnre and circumitsncea, a great phenomenon. Between 
two high nioantaias, nearl; covered with old mosBf ronks, lofty cedars 
and pines, in the vallejs of which the beams of the sun reflect a powerM ' 
heAt, then are, as the natives affirm, some bright old inhabitants, or 
rattle«nakea, of a more enormous size than is numtionsd in higtorj'. 
Thej are so large and unwieldy, that they take a circle almost as wida 
as tlieir length, to crawl round tn their shortest orbit ; but boantiAil 
nature conpeiisalea the heavy motion of their bodies ; for, as they saj, 
no living creature moves within the reach of their tight, but they can 
draw it to litem;- which to agreeable to what we observe througU tho 
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from his slumbers. His neck is arched ; the white 
fangs gleam ia his distended jaws ; bis small eyes 
dart rays of unutterable fierceness ; and his rattles, 
inTisible with their quick vibration, ring the sharp 
warning which no man will dare to contemn. 

The land thus prodigal of good and evil, so 
remote from the sea, so primitive in its aspect, 
might well be deemed an undiscovered region, 
ignorant of European arts; yet it may boast a 
colonization as old as that of many a spot to which 
are accorded the scanty honors of an American 
antiquity. The earliest settlement of Pennsylvania 
was made in 1681 ; the first occupation of the 
Illinois took place in the previous year. La Salle 
may be called the father of the colony. That re- 
markable man entered the country with a handful 
of followers, bent on his grand scheme of Missis- 
sippi discovery. A legion of enemies rose in his 
path ; but neither delay, disappointment, sickness, 
famine, open force, nor secret conspiracy, could 
bend bis soul of iron. Disasters accumulated 
upon him. He flung them off, and still pressed 
forward to his object. His victorious energy bore 
all before it ; but the success on which he had 
staked his life served only to entail fresh calamity, 
and an untimely death ; and his best reward is. 
that his name stands forth in history an imperish- 
able monument of heroic constancy. When on his 

whole BTstem or animated being*- Nature endue* them nilh proper 
capiidties to sUBtain li(^ : ta thej cannot aapport themselves hj thelt 
■peed or cunning, to Bpring from tn (Unbuscade. it ia needful the; should 
bave tbe bewitching cratl of their eyea and forlied toD|;uea." — Adair, 
83T. 
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way to the Mississippi, in the year 1680, La Salle 
built a fort in the country of the Illinois ; and, on 
his return from the mouth of the great river, some 
of his followers remained, and established them- 
selves near the spot. Heroes of another stamp 
took up the work which the daring Norman had 
begun. Jesuit missionaries, among the best and 
purest of their order, burning with zeal for the 
salvation of souls, and the gaining of an immortal 
crown, here toiled and suffered, with a self-sacrific- 
ing devotion which extorts a ti'ibute of admiration 
even from sectarian bigotry. While ' the colder 
apostles of Protestantism labored upon the out- 
Bkirts of heathendom, these champions of the 
cross, the forlorn hope of the army of Rome, 
pierced to the heart of its dark and dreary do- 
main, confronting death at every step, and well 
repaid for all, could they but Bprinkle a few drops 
of water on the forehead of a dying child, or hang 
a gilded crucifix round the neck of some warrior, 
ploased with the glittering trinket. With the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, the black 
robe of the Jesuit was known in every village of 
the Illinois. Defying the wiles of Satan and the 
malice of his emissaries, the Indian sorcerers ; 
exposed to the rage of the elements, and every 
casualty of forest life, they followed their wander- 
ing proselytes to war and to the chase ; now wad- 
ing through morasses, now dragging canoes ovei 
rapids and sand-bars ; now scorched with heat on 
the sweltering prairie, and now shivering house- 
less in the blasts of January. At Kaskaskia and 
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Cahokia they established missions, and built frail 
churches from the bark of ti-ees, fit emblems of 
their own transient and futile labors. Morning and 
evening, the savage worshippers sang praises to the 
Virgin, and knelt in supplication before the shrine 
of St. Joseph.' 

Soldiers and fur-traders followed where these 
pioneers of the church had led the way. Forts 
were built here and there throughout the country, 
and the cabins of settlers clustered about the mis- 
sion-houses. The new colonists, emigrants from 
Canada or disbanded soldiers of French regiments, 
bore a close resemblance to the settlers of Detroit, 
or the primitive people of Acadia ; whose simple 
life poetry has chosen as an appropriate theme, but 
who, nevertheless, are best contemplated from a 
distance. The Creole of the Illinois, contented, 
light-hearted, and thriftless, by no means fulfilled 
the injunction to increase and multiply; and the 
colony languished in spite of the fertile soil. The 
people labored long enough to gain a bare subsist- 
ence for each passing day, and spent the rest of 
their time in dancing and merry-making, smoking, 
gossiping, and hunting. Their native gayety was 
irrepressible, and they found means to stimulate it 
with wine made from the fruit of the wild grape- 
vines. Thus they passed their days, at peace with 
themselves, hand and glove with their Indian neigh- 
bors, and ignorant of all the world beside. Money 
was scarcely known among them. Skins and furs 

1 For an account of Jeenit labora In tlie Illinou, see the letten of 
S^ther Mareit, iu LetL. Ed\f. IV. 
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were the prevailing currency, and in every village 
a great portion of the land was held in common. 
The military commandant, whose station was at 
Fort Chartres, on the Mississippi, ruled the colony 
with a sway absolute as that of the Pacha of 
!Egypt| and judged civil and criminal cases without 
right of appeal. Yet his power was exercised in 
a patriarchal spirit, and he usually commanded the 
respect and confidence of the people. Many years 
later, when, after the War of the Revolution, the 
Illinois came under the jurisdiction of the United 
States, the perplexed inhabitants, totally at a loss 
to understand the complicated machinery of re- 
publicanism, hegged to be delivered from the 
intolerable burden of self-government, and to he 
once more subjected to a military commandant.' 

The Creole is as unchanging in Ms nature and 
habits as the Indian himself. Even at this day, 
one may see, along the banks of the Mississippi, 
the same low-browed cottages, with their broad 
eaves and picturesque verandas, which, a century 
ago, were clustered around the mission-house at 
Kaskaskia ; and, entering, one finds the inmate 
the same lively, story-telling, and pipe-smoking 
being that his ancestor was before him. Yet, with 
all his genial traits, the rough world deals hardly 



^ Tfae principal anthorities for the abore account of the Iltinda colonjr 
are HutchinB, Topographical Dacripliim, 87. Vdney, Vino oflhi Uaitad 
Stata, 870. Piliaan, Present StaU of the European Seltlanaitt on Ae Miaif 
tippi, paisiitt. TjlW, Address before the tfistorica! Society q/" 'PineennM, 14. 
Brown, Bill, liiinoia, 208. Journal of Captain Hajry Gonbm, In Appendia 
to Powoall'B Topograph'eal Description. Hicollet, Keport (n lie Bydrograpk 
Kdl Burin tf the Mitstn^i, 75. 
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with him. He lives a mere drone in the busy hire 
of an American population. . The living tide en- 
croaches on his rest, as the muddy torrent of the 
great river chafes away the farm and homestead 
of his fathers. Yet he contrives to be happy, 
though looking back regretfully to the better days 
of old. 

At the date of this history, the population of the 
colony, exclusive of negroes, who, in that simple 
community, were treated rather as humble friends 
than as slaves, did not exceed two thousand souls, 
distributed in several small settlements. There 
were about eighty houses at Kaskaskia, forty or 
fifty at Cahokia, a few at Vincennes and Fort 
Chartrea, and a few more scattered in small clus- 
ters upon the various streams. The agricultural 
portion ol the colonists were, as we have described 
them, marked with many weaknesses, and many 
amiable virtues; but their morals were not im- 
proved by a large admixture of fur-traders,— 
reckless, harebrained adventurers, who, happily for 
the peace of their relatives, were absent on their 
wandering vocation duiing the greater part of the 
year.' 

> IJentenant Alexander Fnier visited the IUla<^ in 1786, aa we thaH 
■eo hereafter. He met extreme itl-ti«atmeiit, and naturally lokea a jm- 
jndiced view of the pei^le. The fbUowing is &om Mb MS. accoont of 
the couDlry : — 

" The lUmoia bidiani are about 650 able to bear anuB. Nothing eaa 
eqoKl their passion for dmnkenneas, bnt that of the French inhabitants, , 
who are for the greatest part drunk ever; daj, while the; can get drink 
to bu; in the Colony. Thej impOTt more of this Article trom New 
Orieans than they do of any other, and they never lail to meet a apeedy 
and good market Ibr it They have a great many Negroes, who are obliged 
to labour very hard to support their Masters in their extravagant debauch 
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Swarms of vagabond Indians infested the settle- 
ments ; and, to people of any other character, they 
would have proved an intolerable annoyance. But 
the easy-tempered Creoles made friends and com- 
rades of them; ate, drank, smoked, and often 
married with them. They were a debauched and 
drunken rabble, the remnants of that branch of 
the Algonquin stock known among the French as 
the Illinois, a people once numerous and powerful, 
but now miserably enfeebled, and corrupted by 
foreign wars, domestic dissensions, and their own 
licentious manners. They comprised the broken 
fragments of five tribes, — the Kaskaskias, Caho- 
kias, Feorias, Mitchigamias, and Tamaronas. Some 
of their villages were in the close vicinity of the 
Creole settlements. On a hot summer morning, 
they might be seen lounging about the trading- 
house, basking in the sun, begging for a dram of 

eriea ; anj one who hu bad any dealiags with them mnit plninly lea 
that they are for the most part tmnsportod Convicts, or people who h«T8 
fled fbr some crimes; tbose who have not done it themselves are tha 
offspring of auch a» those I just menUooed, inheriting their Fore&thert' 
Tices. The; Bi*e crnel and treacherous to each other, and consequently 
■o to Strangers; they are dishonest in every kind of buainen and lay 
themselves out to overreach Strangers, which (hey often do by a Icir 
cunning, peculiar to themselves ; and their artM flatteries, with eitrava- 
gant Entertainments (in which they aff^t the greateat hoapitali^) gen- 
erally &vor their schemes." 

Of the traders, he says, " They are in genersl most unconscioiu 
(wicDtucioniiiZ:) Rascals, whose interest it was lo debauch from ui snch 
Indians as they tbond well disposed towards ns, and to foment and increacA 
the animosity of such as they found otherwise. To this we should alona 
Impale our late war with tha Indians." 

He selB down the number of while Inhabitants at about seven hundred 
able to bear arms, though he says that it is impossible to form a just esti- 
mate, as they are coDtliiually gtnng and coming to and thun the Indiwa 
nUlona 
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whiskey, or chaffering with the hard-featured trader 
for beads, tobacco, gunpowder, and red paint. 

About the Wabash and its branches, to the east^ 
ward of the Illinois, dwelt tribes of similar lineage, 
but more warlike in character, and less corrupt in 
manners. These were the Miamis, in their three 
divisions, their near kindred, the Piankishaws, and 
a portion of the Kickapoos. There was another 
settlement of the Miamis upon the Eiver Maumee, 
still farther to the east ; and it was here that Brad- 
street's ambassador, Captain Morris, had met so 
rough a welcome. The strength of these com- 
bined tribes was very considerable ; and, one and 
all, they looked with wrath and abhorrence on the 
threatened advent of the English. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



FONTIAC RALLIES THE WB8TBRN TBSES. 

When, by the treaty of Paris, in 1763, France 
ceded to England her territories east of the 
Mississippi, the Bliaois was of course included 
in the cession. Scarcely were the articles signed, 
when France, as if eager to rob herself, at one 
stroke, of all her western domain, threw away 
upon Spain the vast and indefinite regions beyond 
the Mississippi, destined at a later day to return to 
her hands, and finally to swell the growing empire 
of the United States. This transfer to Spain was 
for some time kept secret ; but orders were im- 
mediately sent to the officers commanding at the 
French posts within the territory ceded to England, 
to evacuate the country whenever British troops 
should appear to occupy it. These orders reached 
the Illinois towards the close of 1763. Some time, 
however, must necessarily elapse before the English 
could take possession ; for the Indian war was then 
at its height, and the country was protected from 
access by a broad barrier of savage tribes, in the 
hottest ferment of hostility. 
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The colonists, hating the English with a more 
than national hatred, deeply imbittered by years of 
disastrous war, received the news of the treaty with 
disgust and execration. Many of them left the 
country, loath to dwell under the shadow of the 
British flag. Of these, some crossed the Missis- 
sippi to the little hamlet of St. Genevieve, on the 
western bank ; others followed the commandant, 
Neyon de Villiers, to New Orleans ; while others, 
taking with them all their possessions, even to the 
frames and clapboarding of theu* houses, passed 
the river a litUe above Cahokia, and established 
themselves at a beautiful spot on the opposite 
shore, where a settlement was just then on the 
point of commencement. Here a line of richly 
wooded bluffs rose with easy ascent from the mar- 
gin of the water ; while from their summits extended 
a wide plateau of fertile prairie, bordered by a 
framework of forest. In the shadow of the trees, 
which fringed the edge of the declivity, stood a 
newly built storehouse, with a few slight cabins 
and works of defence, belonging to a company 
of fur-traders. At their head was Pierre Laclede, 
who had left New Orleans with his followers in 
August, 1763; and, after toiling for three months 
against the impetuous stream of the Mississippi, 
had reached the Illinois in November, and selected 
the spot alluded to as the site of his first establish- 
ment. To this he gave the name of St. Louis.' 
Side by side with Laclede, in his adventurous en- 

^ mcollet, nUbmeat Shleh of St. Louis. See Report on the ffydntjrapk- 
tecU Bonn o/* the Upper Mistittippi Rioer, 75. 
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terprise, was a yoang man, Blight in person, but 
endowed with a vigor and elasticity of frame which 
could resist heat or cold, fatigue, hunger, or the 
wasting band of time. Not all the magic of a 
dream, noi the enchantments of an Arabian tale, 
could outmatch the waiting realities which were to 
rise upon the vision of Pierre Chouteau. Wheie, 
in his youth, he had climbed the woody bluff, and 
looked abroad on prairies dotted with bison, he saw, 
with the dim eye of his old age, the land darkened 
for many a furlong with the clustered roofs of the 
western metropolis. For the silence of the wilder- 
ness, he heard the clang and turmoil of human 
labor, the din of congregated thousands ; and 
where the great river rolled down through the 
forest, in lonely grandeur, he saw the waters 
lashed into foam beneath the prows of panting 
steamboats, flocking to the broad levee.' 

> Laclede, the founder of St Louia, died 'before he had brongbt hii 
grand fur-trading enterprise to sconclnelon; bat hU young aaBietant Uved 
to realize achemes atill more bold and compreheneire ; and to every trader, 
trapper, and Toyageur, from the frontier of tlieUniled Stales to the Rocky 
Mountain!, and from the British roeaeiaiona to the borders of Keir 
Mexico, the name of Pierre Chouteau ig bmiliar as his onn. I visited 
lldg venerable man in the eprinj; of 1S16, at his country seat, in a rural 
spot surrounded by woods, within a few miles of St Louis. The baild- 
ing, in the picturesque architecture peculiar to the French dwellings of 
the Missieaippi Valley, with its brond eaies and light verandaa, and the 
turrounding negro houses filled with gay and contented inmates, was in 
lingular harmony with the character of the patriarchal owner, who prided 
himself on his fidelity to the old French usages. Though in extreme 
old age, he eiil! retained the vivacity of hia nation. His memory, espe- 
dally of the events of his youth, waa clear and vivid ; and he delighted to 
loolc back to the fkrtheet eitremity of the long vista of hie Life, and recaO 
the acts and incidents of his earliest years. Of Pontiac, whom he had 
oHen seen, he had a clear recolleclinn ; and I am indebted to this inter- 
esting interview for several particulars regarding the chief and bil 

MMlljUtOrS. 
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In the summer of 1764, the military comman- 
dant, Neyon, had abandoned the country in disgust, 
and gone down to New Orleans, followed by many 
of the inhabitants; a circumstance already men- 
tioned. St Ange de Bellerive remained behind to 
succeed him. St. Ange was a veteran Canadian 
officer, thr same who, more than forty years before, 
had escorted Father Charlevoix through the coun- 
try, and who is spoken of with high commendation 
by the Jesuit traveller and historian. He took 
command of about forty men, the remnant of the 
gaiiison of Fort Chartres ; which, remote as it was, 
was then esteemed one of the best constructed mil- 
itary-works in Ameiica. Its ramparts "of stone, 
garnished with twenty cannon, scowled across the 
encroaching Mississippi, destined, before many 
years, to ingulf curtain and bastion in its ravenous 
abyss. 

St. Ange's position was by no means an enviable 
one. He had a critical part to play. On the one 
hand, he had been advised of the cession to the 
English, and ordered to yield up the country when- 
ever they should arrive to claim it. On the other, 
he was beset by embassies from Pontiac, from the 
Shawanoes, and from the Miamis, and plagued day 
and night by an importunate mob of Illin()is Indians, 
demanding arms, ammunition, and assistance against 
the common enemy. Perhaps, in his secret heart, 
St. Ange would have rejoiced to see the scalps of 
all the Englishmen in the backwoods fluttering in 
the wind over the Illinois wigwams ; but his situa- 
tion forbade him to comply with the solicitations of 
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his intrusive petitioners, and it is to be hoped that 
some sense of honor and humanity enforced the dic- 
tates of prudence. Accordingl)', he cajoled them 
with flatli'ries and promises, and from time to time 
distributed a few presents to stay their importunity, 
Btill praying daily that the English might appear 
and relieve him from his uneasy dilemma.' 

While Laclede was founding St. Louis, while the 
discontented settlers of the Illinois were deserting 
their homes, and while St. Ange was laboring to 
pacify his Indian neighbors, all the tribes from the 
Maumee to the Mississippi were in a turmoil of 
excitement. Pontiac was among them, furious as 
a wild beast at bay. By the double campaign of 
1764, his best hopes had been crushed to the earth ; 
but he stood unshaken amidst the ruin, and still 
struggled with desperate energy to retrieve his 
broken cause. On the side of the northern lakes, 
the movements of Bradstreet had put down the 
insurrection of the tribes, and wrested back the 
military posts which canning and treachery had 
placed within their grasp. In the south. Bouquet 
had forced to abject submission the warlike Dela- 
wares and Shawanoes, the warriors on whose cour- 
age and obstinacy Pontiac had grounded his strongest 
confidence. On every hand defeat and disaster were 
closing around him. One sanctuary alone remained, 
the country of the Illinois. Here the flag of France 
still floated on the banks of the Mississippi, and 
here no English foot had dared to penetrate. He 

> MS. Letter — St. Ange to UA Uadif, Sept. 9. 
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resolved to invoke all his resources, and bend all 
his energies to defend this last citadel.* 

He was not left to contend unaided. The fur 
trading French, living at the settlements on the 
Mississippi, scattered about the forts of Ouatanon, 
Vincennes, and Miami, or domesticated among the 
Indians of the Rivers Illinois and Wabash, dreaded 
the English as dangerous competitors in their voca- 
tion, and were eager to bar them from the country. 
They lavished abuse and calumny on the objects of 
their jealousy, and spared no falsehood which ingen- 
ious malice and self-interest could surest They 
gave out that the English were bent on the ruin of 
the tribes, and to that end were stirring them up to 
mutual hostility. They insisted that, though the 
armies of Prance had been delayed so long, they 

1 B J the foUowing extract from ui offldal paper, signed by Captain 
Grant, sitd Jbrrarded from Detroit, it appears that Fontiac still retained, 
or profeBEed to reOdD, bis original designs again«t the garriBon of Detroit. 
The paper has no date, but wag apparently written in the autumn of 
1764. By a note appended to it, we are told that the Baptiate Campaa 
referred to was one of those who had acted as Pontiac's secretaries duriDg 
thesDinnieroflTeS: — 

" Od Tuesday kst Mr. Jadeaa told me. in the pretence of Col. Gladwin 
A Lieut. Hay of Uie 6th Regiment, that one Lespersnce, a Frenchmsji, 
OD Ilia way to the Itlinoie, he saw a letter nith the Ottawas, at the Miamee 
River, he is sure wrote by one Baptist Campau (a deserter from the set- 
tlement of Detroit), & signed by Fontiac, fram the Illinois, setting forth 
tlist there were five hundred English coming to the Illinois, & that they, 
the Ottawas, must have patience ; that he, Pontiac, was not to return nntll 
be hod defeated the English, and then he would come with an army from, 
the Illinois to take Detroit, which he desired they might publish to all 
the nations about That powder & ball was in as great plenty as water. 
That the French Commissary Ia Cleff had sold abov« forty thousand 
weight of powder to the inhabitants, that the English if they came thera 
might not have it. 

" There was another letter on tlie sobject tent to an Inhabitant of 
Detrtrit, but 1w can't tell in whose bands it is." 
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were iievertheless on their way, and that the bayo- 
nets of the wliite-coated warriors would soon glitter 
among the forests of the Mississippi. Forged let- 
ters were sent to Pontiac, signed by the King of 
France, exhorting him to stand his ground but a 
few weeks longer, and all would then be well. To 
give the better coloring to their falsehoods, some of 
these incendiaries assumed the uniform of French 
officers, and palmed themselves off upon their 
creduloua auditors as ambassadors from the liing. 
Many of the principal traders distributed among 
the warriors supplies of arms and ammunition, in 
some instances given gratuitously, and in others 
sold on credit, with the understanding that pay- 
ment should be made from the plunder of the 
English.' 

'MS. Gage Papen. MS. JoArior Papen. Craghan, Journal, B3- 
dreth, Pioneer nUtory, 68. Examination of Gerakam Hida, see Penn. Gat. 
No, 1846. 

JohneoD'B letters to the Board of Trade, in the eorlj part of 1765, god- 
tain congtanc references to the sinister conduct of the Illinois French. 
The commAnder-in-chief is still more bitter in hia in recti res, and seems to 
tlijnk that French officers of the crown were concerned in these practices, 
aa well as the traders. If ne may judge, however, from the correepoiiii- 
cnce of St. Ange and hia subordinates, they may be acquitted of the 
eharge of any actire inierference in the matter. 

" Sept. 14. I had a private meeting with the Grand Sauteur, when 
he told me be was well disposed for peace last fall, but was then eent for 
14> Ihe Qiinois, where ha met with Fonillaci and that then their latbon, 
tlie Fiencli, told them, if tbey would be strong, and keep the EngUsh out 
of the possession of that country but this summer, Ihat the King of France 
would send OTer an army neit spring, to assist bis children, the Xadiaiu." 
— Croghan, Journal, 1765. 

The Diary of ihe Siege of Detroit, under date May 17, 1765, says that 
Fontiac's nephew came that day from the Blinois, with news that Pontiac 
had caused six Englishmen and several disailected Indians to be bumcd; 
ftnd that he had seven large war-belts to raise the western tribes tat 
uiother attack on Detroit, to be made in June of that year, withmit 
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Now that the insmrection in the east was quelled, 
and the Delawares and Shawanoes were besiten into 
submission, it was thought that the English would 
lose no time in taking full possession of the country, 
which, by the peace of 1763, had been transferred 
into tlieir hands. Two principal routes would give 
access to the Illinois. Troops might advance from 
the south up the great natural highway of the 
Mississippi, or they might descend from the east 
by way of Fort Pitt and the Ohio, In either case, 
to meet and repel them was the determined purpose 
of Pontiac. 

In the spring, or early summer, he bad come tu 
the IlUnois and visited the commandant, Neyon, 
who was then still at his post. Neyon's greeting 
was inauspicious. He told his visitor that he 
hoped he had returned at last to his senses. Pon- 
tiac laid before him a large belt of wampum. 
" My Father," he said, " I come to invite you and 
all your allies to go with me to war against the ' 
English." Neyon asked if he had not received his 
message of the last autumn, in which he told him 
that the French and English were thenceforth one 
people ; but Pontiac persisted, and still urged him 
to take up the hatchet. Neyon at length grew 
angry, kicked away the wampum-belt, and de- 
manded if he could not hear what was said to him. 
Thus repulsed, Pontiac asked for a keg of rum. 
Which being given him, be caused to be carried 
to a neighboring Illinois village ; and, with the help 
of this potent auxiliary, made the assembled war- 
riors join him in the war-song.' 

1 tHarg oftkt Siegt of Ddrmt^ under date June 9. 1761. 
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It does not appear that, on this occasion, he had 
any farther snccess in firing the hearts of the Illi- 
nois. He presently retnmed to his camp on the 
Maumee, where, by a succession of ill-tidings, be 
learned the ImraiHation of his allies, and the tri- 
umph of his enemies. Towards the close of 
antumn, he again left the Maumee ; and, followed 
by four hundred warriors, journeyed westward, to 
ifisit in succession the different tribes, and gain their 
co-operation in his plans of final defence. Cross- 
ing over to the Wabash, he passed from village to 
village, among the Kickapoos, the Piankishaws, 
and the three tribes of the Miamis, rousing them 
by his imperious eloquence, and breathing into 
them his own fierce spirit of resistance. Thence, 
by rai)id marches through forests and over prairies, 
he reached the banks of the Mississippi, and sum- 
moned the four tribes of the Illinois to a general 
meeting. But these degenerate savages, beaten by 
the surrounding tribes for many a generation past, 
liad lost their warlike spirit; and, though abiin* 
dantly noisy and boastful, showed no zeal for fight, 
and entered with no zest into the schemes of the 
Ottawa war-chief. Pontiac had his own way of 
dealing with such spirits. " If you hesitate," he 
exclaimed, frowning on the cowering assembly, " I 
will consume your tribes as the fire consumes the 
dry grass on the prairie." The doubts of the Illi- 
nois vanished like the mist, and with marvellous 
alacrity they declared their concurrence in the 
views of the orator. Having secured these allies, 
BQch as they were, Pontiac departed, and hastened 
to Fort Chartres. St. Ange, so long tormented 
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with embassy after embassy, and mob after mob, 
tliought that the crowning evil was come at last, 
when he saw the arch-demon Pontiac enter at the 
gatej with four hundred warriors at his back. 
Arrived at the council-house, Pontiac addressed the 
commandant in a tone of great courtesy: "Father, 
we have long wished to see you, to shake hands 
with you, and, whilst smoking the calumet of 
peace, to recall the battles in which we fought 
together against the misguided Indians and the 
English dogs. I love the French, and I have come 
hither with my warriors to avenge their wrongs." * 
Then followed a demand for arms, ammunition, and 
troops, to act in concert with the ludian warriors. 
St. Ange was forced to decline rendering the 
expected aid; but he sweetened his denial with 
soothing compliments, and added a few gifts, to 
remove any lingering bitterness. Pontiac would 
not be appeased. He angrily complained of such 
lukewarm fiiendship, where he had looked for 
ready sympathy and support. His warriors pitched 
their lodges about the fort, and threatening symp- 
toms of an approaching rupture began to alarm 
the French. 

In the mean time, Pontiac had caused his squaws 
to construct a belt of wampum of extraoi-dinary 
size, six feet in length, and four inches wide. It 
was wrought from end to end with the symbols of 
the various tribes and villages, forty-seven in num- 

t TSicol\et,RefortoBtheBatiBo/ilieUi^ierMis>a>ii^,Bl. M. NiuoUet'i 
■ccoiint is giTen icthe nuthoriCyof docaraentaandonil narratirea deriTed 
from Cliouleau, Uentrd, and other patriarchs of the lUinoU. 
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ber, 6till leagued together ip his alliance.^ He 
consigned it to an embasay of chosen warriors, 
directing them to caiTy it down the Mississippi, 
displaying it, in turn, at every Indian village along 
its banks ; and exhorting the inhabiteiots, in his 
name, to watch the movements of the English, and 
repel any attempt they might make to ascend the 
river. This done, they were to repair to New 
Orleans, and demand from the governor, M. D'Ab- 
badie, the aid which St. Ange bad refused. The 
bark canoes of the embassy put out from the shore, 
and whirled down the current like floating leaves 
in autumn. 

Soon after their departure, tidings came to Fort 
Charti-es, which caused a joyous excitement among 
the Indians, and relieved the French garrison from 
any danger of an immediate rupture. In our own 
day, the vast distance between the great city of 
New Orleans and the populous state of Illinois has 
dwindled into insignificance beneath the magic of 
science ; but at the date of this history, three or 
four months were often consumed in the upward 
passage, and the settlers of the lonely forest colony 
were sometimes cut off from all communication 
with the world for half a year together. The above- 
mentioned tidings, interesting as they were, had 
occupied no less time in their passage. Theii 
import was as follows : — 

Very early in the preceding spring, an English 
officer, Major Loftus, having airived at New Or- 
leans with four hundred regulars, had attempted 

1 MS. Letter — Sf. Ange to D'AHiadU, Sept. Q. 
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to ascend the Mississippi, to take possession of 
Fort Chartres and its dependent posts. His ti'oops 
were embarked in large and heavy boats. Their 
progress was slow ; and they had reached a point 
not more than eighty leagues above New Orleans, 
when, one morning, their eai-s were greeted with 
the crack of rifles from the thickets of the western 
shore ; and a soldier in the foremost boat fell, with 
a mortal wound. The troops, in dismay, sheered 
over towai'ds the eastern shore ; but, when fairly 
within gunshot, a score of rifles obscured the forest 
edge with smoke, and filled the nearest boat with 
dead and wounded men. On this, they steered for 
the middle of the river, where they remained for 
a time, exposed to a dropping fire from either bank, 
too distant to take effect. 

The river was high, and the shores so flooded, 
that nothing but an Indian could hope to find > 
foothold in the miry labyrinth, Loftus was terri- 
fied ; the troops were discouraged, and a council 
of officers determined that to advance was impos- 
sible. Accordingly, with their best despatch, they 
steered back for New Orleans, where they arrived 
without farther accident ; and where the French, 
in great glee at their discomfiture, spared no ridi- 
cule at their expense. They alleged, and with 
much appearance of truth, that the English had 
been repulsed by no more than thirty warriors. 
liOfitus charged D'Abbadie with having occasioned 
his disaster by stirring up the Indians to attack 
him. The governor called Heaven to witness hia 
innocence ; and, in truth, there is not the smallest 
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reason to believe him guilty of such yiflany.' Lof- 
tas, who had not yet recovered from his fears, 
conceived an idea that the Indians helow New 
Orleans were preparing an ambuscade to attack 
him on his way back to his station at Feusacola ; 
and he petitioned D'Abbadie to interfere in his 
behalf. The latter, with an ill-dissembled sneer, 
offered to give him and his troops an escort of 
French soldiers to protect them. Loftus rejected 
the humiliating proposal, and declared that he 
only wished for a French interpreter, to confer with 
any Indians whom he might meet by the way. 
The interpreter was furnished; and Loftus returned 
in safety to Pensacola, his detachment not a little 
reduced by the few whom the Indians had shot, 
and by numbers who, disgusted by his overbearing 
treatment, had deserted to the French." 

The futile attempt of Loftus to ascend the Mis 
aissippi was followed, a-few months after, by another 
equally abortive. Captain Pittman came to New 
Orleans with the design of proceeding to the Illi- 
nois, but was deterred by the reports which reached 

> D'Abbadie'i correspoadeDce with St. Ange ffoea &r to exonernte 
him ; and (here ia a letter addresaed to him from CEeitend Gage, in which 
tlie latter thanks him very cordially for the eSbrts he hod mode in 
behalf of Major LoftUB, aiding him to procure boats and goidea, and make 
otiier preporsldolia for aecendiog the river. 

Tlie coireapendence alluded to forma part of a collectioii of papora 
preserved in the orchiTes of the DepBrtmect of the Marine and Coloniea 
at Paris. These papers include the reports of various coancils with the 
Indian tribes of the niioois, and tlie whole offlciat correspondence of the 
French officers in that re^on during the fears 1TS3-5. They form the 
principal aathoritiea for this part of the nairatiTB, and tlirow great light 
on the character of the Indian war, fh)m its commencement to it* dote. 

» London Mag. XXSIII. 880. MS. Detail de ce q» t'tU fattf h I/t 
iMotiaiu & rocGtwnm de la pri>» de posittiion dn lliinoiM, 
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him concerning the temper of the Indians. Tnc 
latter, elated beyond measure by their success 
against Loftus, and excited, moreOTer, by the mes- 
Bages and war-belt of Pontiac, were in a state of 
angry commotion, which made the passage too 
hazardous to be attempted. Pittraan bethought 
himself of assuming the disguise of a Frenchman, 
joining a party of Creole traders, and thus reach- 
ing his destination by stealth ; but, weighing the 
risk of detection, he abandoned this design also, 
and returned to Mobile.' Between the Illinois 
and the settlements around New Orleans, the Mis- 
sissippi extended its enormous length through 
solitudes of marsh and forest, broken here and 
there by a squalid Indian village ; or, at vast inter- 
vals, by one or two military posts, erected by the 
French, and forming the resting-places of the voy- 
ager. After the failure of Pittman, more than a 
year elapsed before an English detachment could 
succeed in passing this great thoroughfare of the 
wilderness, and mnning the gauntlet of the savage 
tribes who guarded its shores. It was not till the 
second of December, 1765, that Major Farmar, at 
the head of a strong body of troops, arrived, after 
an uninterrupted voyage, at Fort Chartres, where 
the flag of his country had already supplanted thp 
standard of France." 

To return to our immediate theme. The ambas- 
sadors, whom Pontiac had sent from Fort Chartrea 



■ MS. CarrapondoKe of Pittnum un'fA U. ITAhbadie, amoDg tlu Pub 
DocnmeDta. 

1 MS. Letter— Campbdl ta Oage, Peb. U, 1760. 
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in the autumn of 1764, faithfully acquitted them- 
selves of their trust. They visited the Indian vil- 
lages along the river banks, kindling- the thirst for 
blood and massacre in the breasts of the inmates. 
They pushed their sanguinary mission even to the 
farthest tribes of Southern Louisiana, to whom the 
great name of Pontiac had long been known, and 
of late made familiar by repeated messages and 
embassies.' This portion of their task accom 
plished, they repaired to Nevr Orleans, and demanded 
an audience of the governor. 

New Orleans was then a town of about seven 
thousand white inhabitants, guarded from the river 
floods by a levee extending for fifty miles along 
the banks. The small brick houses, one story in 
height, were arranged with geometrical symmetry, 
like the squares of a chess-board. Each house 
had its yard and garden, and the town was enliv- 
ened with the verdure of trees and grass. In front, 
a public square, or parade ground, opened upon 
the river, enclosed on three sides by the dilapi- 
dated church of St. Louis, a prison, a convent, 
government buildings, and a range of barracks. 
The place was surrounded by a defence of pali- 
sades strong enough to repel an attack of lodians, 
or insurgent slaves." 

By the coireapondence between the French offlcere of TJpper and 
Lower Louiaianit.H appears that Pontiac's messengers, in seTeral instancsi, 
had arrived in the vicinity of New Orleans, whither they had come, partly 
to beg for aid from the French, and partly to arge the Indians of th« 
Kljacent conntry to bar the mouth of the Mississippi againsC the Englisti. 
' Piltman, European Setllfmenls on We Mississippi, 10. The SUthoF of 
this 1)oa1c is the officer mentioned in tiie text as Itaving made an uninc- 
cessfnl attempt to reach the Illinois. 
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When Pontiac'fl ambassadors entered New Or- 
leans, they found the town in a state of confu- 
sion. It had long been known that the regions 
east of the Mississippi had been surrendered to 
England; a cession from which, however. New 
Orleans and its suburbs had been excepted by a 
special provision. But it was only within a few 
weeks that the dismayed inhabitants had learned 
that their mother country had transferred her 
remaining American possessions to the crown of 
Spain, whose government and people they cordially 
detested. With every day they might expect the 
arrival of a Spanish governor and garrison. The 
French officials, whose hour was drawing to its 
close, were making the best of their short-lived 
authority by every species of corruption and 
peculation ; and the inhabitants were awaiting, in 
anger and repugnance, the approaching change, 
which was to place over their heads masters whom 
they hated. The governor, D'Abbadie, an ardent 
soldier and a zealous patriot, was so deeply cha- 
grined at what he conceived to be the disgrace of 
his country, that his feeble health gave way, and 
he betrayed all the symptoms of a rapid decline. 

Haggard with illness, and bowed down with 
shame, the dying governor received the Indian 
envoys in the council-hall of the province, where 
he was never again to assume his seat of office. 
Besides the French officials in attendance, several 
English officers, who chanced to be in the town, 
had been invited to the meeting, with the view of 
soothing the jealousy with which they regarded all 
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intercourse between the French and the Indians, 
A Shawanoe chief, the orator of the embassy, dis- 
played the great war-belt, and opened the council. 
" These red dogs," he said, alluding to the color of 
the British uniform, " have crowded upon us more 
and more ; and when we ask them by what right 
they come, they tell us that you, our French 
fathers, have given them our lands. We know 
that they lie. These lands are neither yours nor 
theirs, and no man shall give or sell them without 
our consent. Fathers, we have always been your 
faithful children ; and we now have come to ask 
that you will give us guns, powder, and lead, to 
aid U8 in this war." 

D'Abbadie replied in a feeble voice, endeavoring 
to allay their vindictive jealousy of the English, 
and promising to give them all that should be nec- 
essary to supply their immediate wants. The coun- 
cil then adjourned until the following day ; but, in 
the mean time, the wasted strength of the gover- 
nor gave way beneath a renewed attack of his 
disorder ; and, before the appointed hour arrived, 
he had breathed his last, hurried to a premature 
death by the anguish of mortified pride and 
patriotism. M. Aubry, his successor, presided 
in his place, and received the savage embassy. 
The orator, after the solemn custom of his people, 
addressed him in a speech of condolence, express 
ing his deep regret for D'Abbadie's untimely fate.' 

t At all fneadl; meednga vith ladians, it wae ciiBtonun7 for tbs 
latter, wlien the other partj had suataiaed any signal loss, to commeDca 
by a formnl speech of condolence, ofterin;;, at the same time, a black lielt 
of wampum, in token of mourning. This practice may be particularly 
observed in the records of early counciU nith the Iroquois. 
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A chief of the Miamis then rose to speak, with a 
scowling hrow, and words of bitterness and re 
proach. " Since we last sat on these seats, our 
ears have heard strange words. When the Eng- 
lish told us that they had conquered you, we 
always thought that they lied ; but now we have 
learned that they spoke the truth. We have 
learned that you, whom we have loved and served 
60 well, have given the lands that we dwell upon 
to your enemies and ours. We have learned that 
the English have forbidden you to send traders to 
our villages to supply our wants; and that you, 
whom we thought so great and brave, have obeyed 
their commands like women, leaving us to starve 
and die in misery. We now tell you, once for all, 
that our lands are our own ; and we tell you, more- 
over, that we can live without your aid, and hunt, 
and fish, and fight, aa our fathers did before us. 
All that we ask of you is this : that you give us 
back the guns, the powder, the hatcheta, and the 
knives which we have worn out in fighting your 
battles. As for you," he exclaimed, turning to the 
English officers, who were present as on the pre- 
ceding day, — " as for you, our hearts burn with 
rage when we think of the ruin you have brought 
on us." Aubry returned but a weak answer to the 
cutting attack of the Indian speaker. He assured 
the ambassadors that the French still retained their 
former love for the Indians, that the English meant 
them no harm, and that, as all the world were now 
at peace, it behooved them also to take hold of the 
chain of friendship. A few presents were then 
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distributed, but with no apparent effect The 
features of the Indians still retained their sullen 
scowl ; and on the morrow their canoes were 
ascending the Mississippi on their homeward 
voyage.' 
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BUnir OF THIS DIDUN CAUSE. 

The repulse of Loftus, and rumors of the fierce 
temper of the Indians who guarded the Mississippi, 
convinced the commander-in-chief that to reach the 
Illinois by the southern route was an enterprise of 
no easy accomplishment. Yet, at the same time, 
he felt the strong necessity of a speedy military 
occupation of the country ; since, while the fi^ar 
de Us floated over a single garrison in the ceded 
territory, it would be impossible to disabuse the 
Indiana of the phantom hope of French assistance, 
to which they clung with infatuated tenacity. The 
embers of the Indian war would never be quenched 
until England had enforced all her claims over her 
defeated rival. Grage determined to despatch a 
force from the eastward, by way of Fort Pitt and 
the Ohio ; a route now laid open by the late suc- 
cess of Bouquet, and the submission of the Dela- 
wares and Shawanoes. 

To prepare a way for the passage of the troops, 
Sir "William Johnson's deputy, George Croghan, 
was ordered to proceed in advance, to reason with 
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the Indians as far aa they were capable of reason- 
ing ; to soften their antipathy to the English, to 
expose the falsehoods of the French, andi;o distrib- 
ute presents among the tribes by way of propitia- 
tion,' The mission was a critical one ; but, so far 
as regarded the Indians, Croghan was well fitted to 
discharge it. He . had been for years a ti*adei 
among the western tribes, over whom he had 
-gained much influence by a certain vigor of char- 
acter, joined to a wary and sagacious policy, con- 
cealed beneath a bluff demeanor. I^ieutenanl 
Fraser, a young officer of education and intelli- 
gence, was associated with him. He spoke French, 
and, in other respects also, supplied qualifications 
in which his rugged colleague was wanting. They 
set out for Fort Pitt in February, 1765 ; and after 
traversing inhospitable mountains, and valleys 
clogged with snow, reached their destination at 
about the same time that Pontiac's ambassadors 
were entering New Orleans, to hold their council 
with the French, , 

A few days later, an incident occurred, which 
afterwards, through the carousals of many a winter 
evening, supplied an absorbing topic of anecdote 
and boast to the braggadocio heroes of the border. 
A train of pack-horses, bearing the gifts which 
Croghan was to bestow upon the Indians, followed 
him towards Fort Pitt, a few days' journey in the 
rear of his party. Under the same escort came 
several companies of traders, who, believing that 
the Iqng suspended commerce with the Indians was 

1 MS. Gcge Papen. 
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about to be reopened, were hastening to Fort Pitt 
•with a great quantity of goods, eager to throw them 
into the market the moment the prohibition should 
be removed. There is reason to believe that Cro- 
ghan had an interest in these goods, and that, 
under pretence of giving presents, he meant to 
open a clandestine trade.' The Paxton men, and 
their kindred spirits of the border, saw the proceed- 
ing with sinister eyes. In their view, the traders 
were about to make a barter of the blood of the 
people ; to place in the hands of murdering sav- 
ages the means of renewing the devastation to 
which the reeking frontier bore frightful witness. 
Once possessecl with this idea, they troubled them- 
selves with no more inquiries ; and, having tiied 
remonstrances in vain, they adopted a summary 
mode of doing themselves justice. At the head of 
the enterprise was a man whose name had been 
connected with more praiseworthy exploits, James 
Smith, already mentioned as leading a party of 
independent riflemen, for the defence of the bor- 
ders, during the bloody autumn of 1763. He now 
mustered his old associates, made them resume 
their Indian disguise, and led them to their work 
with characteristic energy and address. 

The government agents and traders were in the 
act of passing the verge of the frontiers. Their 
united trains amounted to seventy pack-horses, 

• ■' The country people appear greatlj tocenged at the attempt they 
Imagine haa been made of opening a clandestine trade with the Savagea 
under cover oF presents ; and, if it is not indiscreet in me, I would beg 
leave to ask whether Crt^haQ had Bucb extensive orders." — Bouqaet to 
Amhrnt, 10 April, 1765, MS. 
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carrying goods to the value of more than four 
thousand pounds ; while others, to the value of 
eleven thousand, were waiting transportation at 
Fort Loudon. Advancing deeper among the moun- 
tains, they began to descend the valley at the foot 
of Sidling Hill. The laden horses plodded knee- 
deep in snow. The mountains towered above the 
wayfarers in gray desolation ; and the leafless foi^ 
est, a mighty ^olian harp, howled dreary music to 
the wind of March. Suddenly, from behind anow- 
beplastered trunks and shaggy bushes of evergreen, 
uncouth apparitions started into view. Wild vis- 
ages protruded, grotesquely horrible with vermilion 
and ochre, white lead and soot; stalwart limbs 
appeared, encased in buckskin ; and rusty riflea 
thrust out their long muzzles. In front, and flank, 
and all around them, white pus's of smoke and 
sharp reports assailed the bewildered senses of the 
travellers, who were yet more confounded by the 
hum of bullets shot by unerring fingers within an 
inch of their ears. " Gentlemen," demanded the 
traders, in deprecating accents, " what would you 
have us do ? " " Unpack your hoi*ses," roared a 
voice from the woods, " pile your goods in the road, 
and be off." The traders knew those with whom 
they had to deal. Hastening to obey the mandate, 
they departed with their utmost speed, happy that 
their scalps were not numbered with the booty. 
The spoilers appropriated to themselves such of the 
plunder as pleased them, made a bonfire of the 
rest, and went on their way rejoicing. The dis- 
comfited traders repaired to Fort Loudon, and laid 
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their complaints before Lieutenant Grant, the com- 
mandant ,- who, inflamed with wrath and zealous for 
the cause of justice, despatched a party of soldiers, 
seized several innocent persona, and lodged them 
in the guard-house.' In high dudgeon at such an 
infraction of their Uherties, the borderers sent mes- 
sengers through the country, calling upon all good 
men to rise in ai-ma. Three hundred obeyed the 
summons, and pitched their camp on a hill oppo- 
site Port Loudon ; a rare muster of desperadoes, 
yet observing a certain moderation in their wildest 
acts, and never at a loss for a plausible reason to 
justify any pranks which it might please them to 
exhibit. By some means, they contrived to waylay 
aud capture a considerable number of the garrison, 
on which the commandant condescended to send 
them a flag of truce, and offer an exchange of prig- 
oners. Their object thus accomplished, and their 
imprisoned comrades restored to them, the border- 
ers dispersed for the present to their homes. Soon 
after, however, upon the occurrence of some fresh 
difficulty, the commandant, afraid or unable to 
apprehend the misdoers, endeavored to deprive 
them of the power of mischief by sending soldiers 
to their houses and carrying off their rifles. His 
triumph was short ; for, as he rode out one after- 
noon, he fell into an ambuscade of countrymen, 
who, dispensing with all forms of respect, seized 
the incensed officer, and detained him in an uncom- 

* Before me is a curions letter Ihim Grant, in which he expntiatet on 
bis troubles in labguafte which is Gir from giving a fluttering impreMion 
of the literary accomplishmeots of officers of the 42d Higlilandon, at tbit 
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fortable captivity until the rifles were restored. 
From this time forward, ruptures were repeatedly 
occurring between the troops and the frontiersmen ; 
and the Pennsylvania border retained its turbulent 
character until the outbreak of the Revolutionary 
War.' 

1 The account of the Beimre of the Ind[an floods is derii-ed tiiieij 
from the narrafiye of the ringleader, Smith, publialied in Drake's TVnje- 
diea of the Wililemesa, and elsewhero. The correspondence of Gage mil 
Johnson is filled nith allusions to this aOhir, and the aubeequenC proceed- 
ings of the freebooters. Gage spares no invectives against what he catU 
the licentious conduct of the frontier people. In the narrative is inserted 
a ballad, or lyrical eSuaion, written by some partisan of the frontier Mo- 
tion, and avldantly regarded by Smith as a signal triumph of the poeUc 
art. He is careful to inform the reader ttiat the author received hia 
education in the great city of Dublin. The foUowiug melodiout BtaniM 
embody the chief action of the piece : — 

"Astonished at the wild dedgn, 
FroDtier inhabitants combin'd 

With brave souls to stop their career; 
Although eoTue men apostatiz'd. 
Who first the graod attempt advised, 
The bold frontiers tbey bravely stood, 
To act fi>r their- "king and theic coi:ntt7's good, 

lu joint league, and strangers to (ear. 

" On Harch the fifUi, in sixty-five, 
The Indian pre«nt8 did arrive, 

Id long pomp and cavalcade, 
Kear Sidelong Hill, where in disgntse 
Some patriots did their train surprise. 
And quick as lightning tumbled their load^ 
And kindled them bonfires in the wooda, 
And mostly bamt thar whole trigada." 

The following is an extract firom Johnson's letter to the Board oi 
Trade, dated July 10, 1766 : — 

" I have great cause to think that Mr. Croghan wjU succeed in hit 
enterprise, unless circumvented by the artifices of the French, or through 
the late licentious conduct of our own people. Although His Eiceltency 
Genera] Gage hai written to the Ministry on that subject, yet I think I 
should not he silent thereupon, as it may he productive of very seriotu 
conseaaennee. 
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Whatever may have been Croghan's real attitude 
iu this affair, the border robbers had wrought great 
injury to his mission; since the agency most potent 
to gain the affections of an Indian had been com- 
pletely paralyzed in the destruction of the presents. 
Crogban found means, however, partially to repair 
his loss from the storehouse of Fort Pitt, where 
the rigor of the season and the great depth of the 
snow forced him to remain several weeks. This 
cause alone would have served to detain him ; but 
he was yet farther retarded by the necessity of 
holding a meeting with the Delawares and Shaw- 
anoes, along whose southern borders he would be 
compelled to pass. An important object of the 
proposed meeting was to urge these tribes to fulfil 
the promise they had made, during the previous 

" The frontier inhabitanta of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, 
after having attacked and destroyed tlie goods whicli were going to Port 
Fitt (us in my last), did form themselves ioto parties, tlireatening to 
destroy all Indians they met, or nit white people nlio dealt with tliem. 
They likewise marched to Fort Augusta, and from thence over the West 
branch of the Susqueliunna, beyond the Bounds of the last purchase made 
by the Proprietaries, where they declare they will form a settlement, in 
deGance of Whites or Indiana. They afterwards attacked a small party 
of His Majesty's troops upon the Road, but were happily obliged to retire 
with the loss of one or two men. However, from their conduct and 
tlireats since, there is reason to think they will not atop here. Neither ia 
their lioenliovisneBa confined to tlie Provinces I have mentioned, the peo- 
pie of Carolina having cut off a party, coming down under n pass ttom 
Col, Lewis, of the particulars of which your I^orits hips have beendoubtleM 
taformeiJ- 

" Your Lordships may easily conceive what eflbcta this will have upon 
tlie Indians, who begin to t>e all acq^uainted tlierewith. I wish it may not 
have already gone loo great a length to receive a timely check, or pre- 
vent the Indians' Resentment, who see themselves attacked, threatened, 
and their property invaded, by a set of ignorant, misled Rioters, who defy 
Government itself, and this at a time when wc have just treated witb 
w>nie. and are in treaty with other Kations." 
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autumn, to Colonel Bouquet, to yield up tliei r 
remaming prisoners, and send deputies to treat of 
peace with Sii- William Johnson; engagements 
which, when Croghan ai'rived at the foi't, were as 
yet unfulfilled, though, as already mentioned, thfy 
were soon after complied with. 

Immediately on his arrival, he had despatched 
messengers inviting the chiefs to a council ; a sum- 
mons which they obeyed with their usual reluctance 
and delay, dropping in, band after band, with such 
tardiness that a month was consumed before a suffi- 
cient number were assembled. Croghan then ad- 
dressed them, showing the advantages of peace, and 
the peril which they would bring on their own heads 
by a renewal of the war ; and urging them to stand 
true to their engagements, and send their deputies 
to Johnson as soon as the melting of the snows 
should leave the forest pathways open. Several 
replies, all of a pacific nature, were made by the 
principal chiefs ; but the most remarkable person- 
age who appeared at the council was the Dclawai-e 
prophet mentioned in an early portion of the nar- 
rative, as having been strongly instrumental in 
urging the tribes to war by means of pretendfid or 
imaginai-y revelations from the Great Spirit.' He 
now delivered a speech by no means remarkable 
for eloquence, yet of most beneficial consequence ; 
for he intimated that the Great Spirit had not only 
revoked his sanguinary mandates, but had com- 
manded the Indians to lay down the hatchet, and 

> See aule, VoL L p. ITS. 
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smoke the pipe of peace.' In spite of this auspi- 
cious declaration, and in spite of the chastisement 
and humiliation of the previous autumn, Croghan 
was privately informed that a large party among the 
Indians still remained balanced between their anger 
and their fears ; eager to take up the hatchet, yet 
dreading the consequences which the act might 
bring. Under this cloudy aspect o^affairs, he was 
doubly gratified when a party of Shawanoe warriors 
an'ived, bringing with them the prisoners whom 
they had promised Colonel Bouquet to surrender ; 
and this faithful adherence to their word, coutrary 
alike to Croghan's expectations, and to the proph- 
ecies of those best versed in Indian character, made 
it appai-ent that, whatever might be the sentiments 
of the turbulent among them, the more influential 
portion were determined on a pacific attitude. 

These councils, and the previous delays, con 
sumed so much time, that Croghan became fearful 
that the tribes of the Illinois might, meanwhile, 
commit themselves by some rash outbreak, which 
would increase the difficulty of reconciliation. In 
view of this danger, his colleague, Lieutenant 
Fraser, volunteered to proceed in advance, leaving 
Croghan to follow when he had settled afiTairs 
at Fort Pitt. Fraser departed, accordingly, with 
a few attendants. The rigor of the season had 
now begun to relent, and the ice-locked Ohio was 
flinging ofi" its wintry fetters. Embarked in a birch 

1 SIS- Journal of At Tranaaclioia of George Croghan, Esq., depiili/ ogeni 
fir Indian affairs, wth different tribea of Indiana, at Fort Pitt, fion Uit TSth 
t^Februan/, 1765, (o'(Ae VMaf May following. In this jjurnol the prophet's 
^eecli is gireu in full. 
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canoe, and aided by the current, Fraser Boated 
prosperously downwards for a thousand miles, and 
landed safely in the country of the Illinois. Here 
he found the Indians in great destitution, and in a 
frame of mind which would have inclined them to 
peace but for the secret encouragement they received 
from the French. A change, however, soon took 
place. Boats*arrived from New Orleans, loaded 
with a great quantity of goods, which the French, 
at that place, being about to abandon it. had sent 
in haste to the Illinois. The traders' shops at 
Kaskaskia were suddenly filled again. The Indi- 
ans were delighted ; and the French, mth a view 
to a prompt market for their guns, hatchets, and 
gunpowder, redoubled their incitements to war. 
Fraser found himself in a hornet's nest. His life 
was in great danger ; but Pontiac, who was then 
at Kaskaskia, several times interposed to save him. 
The French ti-aders picked a quarrel with him, and 
instigated the Indians to kill him ; for it was their 
interest that the war should go on. A party of 
them invited Pontiac to dinner ; plied him with 
whiskey ; and, having made him drank, incited 
him to have Fraser and his servant seized. They 
were brought to the house where the debauch was 
going on ; and here, among a crowd of drunken 
Indians, their lives hung by a hair. Fraser writes, 
" He (Pontiac) and his men fought all night about 
us. They said we would get off next day if they 
should not prevent our flight by killing us. This 
Pontiac would not do. All night they did nothing 
else but sing the death song ; but my servant aad 
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I, with the help of an Indian who was sober, 
defended ourselves till morning, when they thought 
proper to let us escape. When Pontiac was sober, 
he made me an apology for his behavior ; and told 
me it was owing to bad counsel he had got that he 
had taken me ; but that I need not fear being 
taken in that manner for the future." ' 

Fraser's situation was presently somewhat im 
proved by a rumor that an English detachment 
was about to descend the Ohio. The French 
traders, before so busy with their falsehoods and 
calumnies, now held their peace, dreading the 
impending chastisement. They no longer gave 
arms and ammunition to the Indians ; and when 
the latter questioned them conceraing the fabrica- 
tion of a French army advancing to the rescue, 
they treated the story as unfounded, or sought to 
evade the subject. St, Ange, too, and llie other 
officers of the crown, confiding in the arrival of 
the English, assumed a more decisive tone ; refus- 
ing to give the Indians presents, telling them that 
thenceforward they must trust to the English for 
supplies, reproving them for their designs against 
the latter, and advising them to remain at peace.^ 

Nevertheless, Fraser's position was neither safe 
nor pleasant He could hear nothing of Croghan, 
and he was almost alone, having sent away all his 
men, except his servant, to save them from being 
abused and beaten by the Indians. He had dis- 

1 MS. Letter— JVoMT to £ieu(. Col. CampbtU,20m.j, 1T&6. 

I Harangue Jiiiite i la nation lUinoist et au Chef Poadiak par it, di ^ 
Aagt, Cap. Commandant aa pais des lUinoiM poor S, M. T. C. an tujH d* ^ 
gatm qat Lu Indian Jbat aax AngloU. 
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cretionary orders to go down to Mobile and report 
to the English commandant there ; and of these 
he was but too glad to avail himself. He descended 
the Mississippi in disguise, and safely reached New 
Orleans.' 

Apparently, it was about this time that an inci- 
dent took place, mentioned, with evident satisfac- 
tion, in a letter of the French commandant, Aubry. 
The English officers in the south, unable to send 
troops up the Mississippi, had employed a French- 
man, whom they had secured in their interest, to 
ascend" the river with a boat-load of goods, which 
he was directed to distribute among the Indians, 
to remove their prejudice against the EngHeh and 
pave the way to reconciliation. Intelligence of 
this movement reached the ears of Pontiac, who, 
though much pleased with the approaching sup- 
plies, bad no mind that they should be devoted to 

1 MS. Letter — Aubrg (o the Mitntls; Salj, 1766. Anbr; makes him- 
felf mcnj irith the fears of Fraser ; who, hotTerer, bad tbs best grounds 
fbr hia appreliensions, as ia sufficient!/ clear fitni the above as nell as from 
the minutes of a council held b/ him nith Fontiac and other Indiana at 
the Illinoia, during the month of April. The toiaulM referred to ara 
among tlie Paris Docnmenta. 

Pontiac'a 9rst recepdon of Fraaer waa not auapicious, as appears Irora 
the following. Extract from a Letter —Fart Pitt. July 24 {Pa. Gaz. Not. 
1912,1918): — 

" Pondiac immediatelj collected sU the Indiana under bis influence to 
the Iltinoia, and ordered the French commanding officer there to deliver 
up tlieae Englishmen [Fraser and his party] to him, ai he had prepared a 
large kettle in which he was determined to boil them and all other Eiik- 
hahiaen that came that viaj. . . . Fondiac told the French that he bail 
been informed of Mr. Croghan's coming that wa; to treat with the Indiana, 
and that he would keep hU kettle boiling over a large Are to recelTe him 
likewise." 

Fontiac soon after relented as we hare seen. Another letter, dalud New 
Orleana, Jane 19,adda: "He [Fraser] saja Fondiac isa verj clever fellow ' 
uid had it not been fbr him, be would never ha' o got away alire." 
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serve the interests of his enemies. He descended 
to the river bank with a body of his warriors ; and 
as La Garantals, the Frenchman, landed, he seized 
him and his raen, flogged them severely, robbed 
thera of their cargo, and distributed the goods 
with exemplary impartiality among his delighted 
followers.' 

Notwithstanding this good fortune, Pontiao daily 
saw his followers dropping off from their allegi- 
ance ; for even the boldest had lost heart. Had 
any thing been wanting to convince him of the 
hopelessness of his cause, the report of his am- 
bassadora returning from New Orleans would have 
banished every doubt. No record of his interview 
with them remains ; but it is easy to conceive with 
what chagrin he must have learned that the officer 
of France first in rank in all America had refused 
to aid him, and urged the timid counsels of peace. 
The vanity of those expectations, which had been 
the mainspring of his eutei-prise, now rose clear 
and palpable before him ; and, with rage and bit- 
terness, he saw the rotten foundation of his, hopes 
sinking into dust, and the whole structure ^f his 
plot crumbling in ruins about him. / 

All was lost. His allies were falling off, his fol- 
lowers deserting him. To hold out longer would 
be destruction, and to fly was scarcely an easier 
task. In the south lay the Cherokees, hereditary 
enemies of his people. In the west were the 
Osages and Missouries, treacherous and uncertain 
friends, and the fierce and jealous Dahcotah. In 

> HS. iMllet—Aubrj lo Uie iliaisler, TO Jul?, 17SS. 
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the east the forests would soon be filled with Eng- 
lish traders, aud beset with English troops ; while 
in the north his own village of Detroit lay beneath 
the guns of the victorious gai'rison. He might, 
indeed, have found a partial refuge in the remoter 
wilderness of the upper lakes ; but those dreary 
wastes would have doomed him to a life of unambi- 
tious exile. His resolution was taken. He deter- 
mined to accept the peace which he knew would 
be proffered, to smoke the calumet with his tri- 
umphant enemies, and patiently await his hour 
of vengeance.' 

The conferences at Fort Pitt concluded, Croghan 
left that place on the fifteenth of May, and em- 
barked on the Ohio, accompanied by several 
Delaware and Shawanoe deputies, whom he had 
persuaded those newly reconciled tiibes to send 
with him, for the furtherance of his mission. At 
the mouth of the Scioto, he was met by a band of 
Shawanoe warriors, who, in compliance with a 
message previously sent to them, delivered into his 
hands seven intriguing Frenchmen, who for some 
time past had lived in their villages. Thence he 
pursued his voyage smoothly and prosperously, 
until, on the eighth of June, he reached a spot a 
little below the mouth of the Wabash. Here he 
lauded with his party ; when suddenly the hideous 
war-whoop, the explosion of musketry, and the 
whistling of an-ows greeted him from the covert of 
the neighboiing thickets. His men fell thick about 
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him. Three Indians and two white mon were 
shot dead on the 8pot; most of the remainder 
were wounded ; and on the next instant the sur- 
vivors found themselves prisoners in the hands of 
eighty yelling Kickapoos, who plundered them of 
all they had. No sooner, however, was their prey 
fairly within their clutches, than the cowardly 
assailants began to apologize for what they had 
done, saying it was all a mistake, and that the 
French had set them on by telling them that the 
Indians who accompanied Croghan were Chero- 
kees, their mortal enemies ; excuses utterly without 
foundation, for the Kickapoos had dogged the 
party for several days, and perfectly understood 
its character,' 

It is superfluous to inquire into the causes of this 
attack. No man practically familiar with Indian 
character need be told the impossibility of foresee- 
ing to what strange acts the wayward impulses of 
this murder-loving race may prompt them. Unsta- 
ble as water, capricious as the winds, they seem in 
some of their moods like ungoverned children fired 
with the instincts of devils. In the present case, 
they knew that they hated the English, — knew 
that they wanted scalps ; and thinking nothing of 
the consequences, they seized the first opportunity 
to gratify their rabid longing. This done, they 
thought it best to avert any probable eifects of 

1 A ftw dsyabefbre, a boy belonging to Croghan's partj had lieentoat, 
u was Buppoaed, in the woods. It proved Kfterwarde that he had been 
•elzed by the Eickapoo woiriori, and waa still prisoner among them at the 
time of the attack. They must have learned from him the true character 
of Cl^han ao'l hU companiotu. — MS, Gage Paptra, 
TOL. i.i. W 
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their misconduct by such falsehoods as might sag- 
gest themselves to their invention. 

Still apologizing for what they had done, hut hy 
no means suffering their prisoners to escape, they 
proceeded up the Wabash, to the little French fort 
and settlement of Vincennes, where, to his great 
joy, Croghan found among the assembled Indians 
some of his former friends and acquaintance. 
They received him kindly, and sharply rebuked 
the Kickapoos, who, on their part, seemed much 
ashamed and crestfallen. From Vincennes the 
English were conducted, in a sort of honorable 
captivity, up the river to Oaatanon, where they 
arrived on the twenty-third, fifteen days after the 
attack, and where Croghan was fortunate enough 
to find a great number of his former Indian friends, 
who received him, to appearance at least, with 
much cordiality. He took up his quarters in the 
fort, where there was at this time no gan-ison, a 
mob of French ti'aders and Indians being the only 
tenants of the place. For several days, his time 
was engrossed with receiving deputation after dep- 
utation from the various tribes and sub-tribes of the 
neighborhood, smoking pipes of peace, making and 
hearing speeches, and shaking hands with greasy 
warriors, who, one and all, were strong in their 
professions of good-will, promising not only to 
regard the English as their friends, hot to aid them, 
. if necessary, in taking possession of the Illinois. 
While these amicable conferences were in prog- 
ress, a miscreant Frenchman came from the Mis- 
sissippi with a message from a chief of that region. 
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ui^ug the Indians of Ouatanon to burn the Eng- 
lishman alive. Of this proposal the Indians signi- 
fied their strong disapprobation, and assured the 
startled envoy that they would stand his friends, — 
professions the sincerity of which, happily for him, 
was confirmed by the strong guaranty of their fears. 

The next arrival was that of Maisonville, a mes- 
senger from St. Ange, requesting Croghan to come 
to Fort Chartres, to adjust affairs in that quai-ter. 
The invitation was in accordance with Croghan's 
designs ; and he left the fort on the following day, 
attended by Maisonville, and a concourse of the 
Ouatanon Indians, who, far from regarding him as 
their prisoner, were now studious to show him 
every mark of respect. He had advanced but a 
short distance into the forest when he met Pontiac 
himself, who was on his way to Ouatanon, followed 
by a numerous train of chiefs and warriors. He 
gave bis hand to the English envoy, and both par- 
ties returned together to the fort. Its narrow pre- 
cincts were now crowded with Indians, a perilous 
multitude, dark, malignant, inscrutable ; and it 
behooved the Englishman to be wary, in Ms dealings 
with them, since a breath might kindle afresh the 
wildfire in their hearts. 

At a meeting of the chiefs and warriors, Pontiac 
offered the calumet and belt of peace, and professed 
bis concurrence with the chiefs of Ouatanon in the 
friendly sentiments which they expressed towards 
the English. The French, he added, had deceived 
him, telling him and his people that the English 
meant to enslave the Indians of the Illinois, and 
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turn loose upon th«n their enemies the Cherokees. 
It was thU which drove him to arms ; and now 
that he knew the story to be false, he wonld no 
longer stand in the path of the English. Yet they 
must not imagine that, in taking possession of Jhe 
FreDch forts, they gained any right to the conntry -, 
for the French had nerer bought the land, and lived 
upon it by sufferance only. 

As this meeting with Pontiac and the Illinois 
chiefs made it needless for Croghan to advance 
farther on his western journey, he now bent his 
footsteps towards Detroit, and, followed by Pontiac 
and many of the principal chiefs, crossed over to 
Fort Miami, and thence descended the Maumee, 
holding conferences at the several villages which 
he passed on his way. On the seventeenth of 
August, he reached Detroit, where he found a 
great gathering of Indians, Ottawas, Pottawatta- 
mies, and Ojibwas ; some encamped about the fort, 
and others along the banks of the River Rouge. 
They obeyed his summons to a meeting with alac- 
rity, partly from a desire to win the good graces of 
a victorious enemy, and partly from the importu- 
nate craving for liquor and presents, which never 
slumbers in an Indian breast. Numerous meetings 
were held ; and the old council-hall where Pontiac 
had essayed bis scheme of abortive treachery was 
now crowded with repentant warriors, anxious, by 
every form of submission, to appease the conqueror. 
Their ill success, their fears of chastisement, and 
the miseries they had endured from the long sus- 
pension of the fur-trade, had banished from their 
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nuDtlB every thought of hostility. They were glad, 
they said, that the dark clouds were now dispersing, 
and the sunshine of peace once more returning ; 
and since all the nations to the sunrising bad taken 
their great father the King of England by the hand, 
they also vrished to do the same. They now saw 
clearly that the French were indeed conquered ; 
and thenceforth they would listen no more to the 
whistling of evil birds, but lay down the war- 
hatchet, and sit quiet on their mats. Among those 
who appeared to make or renew their submission 
was the Grand Sauteur, who had led the maasaca^ 
at Michillimackinac, and who, a few years after 
expiated hj^ evil deeds by a bloody death. He 
now pretended great regret for what he had done. 
" We red people," he said, " are a very jealous and 
foolish people ; but, father, there are some among 
the white men worse than we are, and they have 
told us lies, and deceived us. Therefore we hope 
you will take pity on our women and children, and 
grant us peace." A band of Pottawattamies from 
St Joseph's were also present, and, after excusing 
themselves for their past conduct by the stale plea 
of the uncontrollable temper of their young men, 
their orator proceeded as follows : — 

"We are no more than wild creatures to you, 
fathers, in understanding ; therefore we request you 
to for^ve the past follies of our young people, and 
receive us for your children. Since you have thrown 
down our former father on his back, we have been 
wandering in the dark, like blind people. Now 
Tou have dispersed all this darkness, which hung 
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OTer the heads of the several tribes, and have 
accepted them for your children, we hope you will 
let us partake with them the light, that our women 
and children may enjoy peace. We beg you to for- 
get all that is past. By this belt we remove all evil 
thoughts from your hearts. 

*' Fathers, when we formerly came to vbit our 
fathers the French, they always sent us home joy 
ful; and we hope you, fathei-s, will have pity on 
our women and young men, who are in great want 
of necessaries, and not let us go home to oar towns 
ashamed." 

On the twenty-seventh of August, Croghan held 
a meeting with the Ottawas, and the other tribes 
of Detroit and Sandusky ; when, adopting their 
own figurative language, he addressed them in the 
following speech, in which, as often happened 
when white men borrowed the tongue of the forest 
orator, he lavished a more unsparing profusion of 
imagery than the Indians themselves : — 

" Children, we are very glad to see so many of 
you here present at your ancient council-fire, which 
has been neglected for some time past ; since then, 
high winds have blown, and raised heavy clouds 
over your country.' I now, by this belt, rekindle 
your ancient fire, and throw dry wood upon it, that 
the blaze may ascend to heaven, so that aU nations 
may see it, and know that yon live in peace and 
tranquillity with your fathers the English. 

" By this belt I disperse all the black clouds 
from over your heads, that the sun may shine clear 
on your women and children, that those unborn 
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may enjoy the blessings of this general peace, now 
80 happily settled between your fathers the English 
and you, and all your younger brethren to the Bun- 
setting. 

" Children, by this belt I gather up all the bones 
of your deceased friends, and bury them deep in 
the ground, that the buds and sweet flowers of the 
earth may grow over them, that we may not see 
them any more. 

" Children, with this belt I take the hatchet out 
of your hands, and pluck up a large tree, and bury 
it deep, so that it may never be found any more ; 
and I plant the tree of peace, which all our chil- 
dren may sit under, and smoke in peace with their 
fathers. 

" Children, we have made a road from the sun 
rising to the snnsettiog. I desire that you wUl 
preserve that road good and pleasant to travel 
upon, that we may all share the blessings of this 
happy union." 

On the following day, Pontiac spoke in behalf 
of the several nations assembled at the council. . 

*' Father, we have all smoked out of this pipe of 
peace. It is your children's pipe ; and as the wai 
is all over, and the Great Spirit and Giver of Light, 
who has made the earth and every thing therein, 
has brought us all together this day for our mutual 
good, I declare to all nations that I have settled 
my peace with you before I came here, and now 
deliver my pipe to be sent to Sir "William Johnson, 
that he may know I have made peace, and taken 
the King of England for my father, in presence of 



3,a,l,zc.bvG00gIe 



296 EDIN OF THE INDIAN CAUSE. [17» 

all the nationa now assembled ; and whenever any 
of those nations go to -visit him, they may smoke 
out of it with him in peace. Fathers, we are 
obliged to you for lighting up our old council-fire 
for us, and desiring ue to return to it ; but we are 
now settled on the Miami River, not far from 
hence : whenever you want us, you will find us 
theie.'.' ' 

" Our people," he added, " love liquor, and if 
we dwelt near you in our old village of Detroit, 
our warriors would be always drunk, and quarrels 
would arise between us and you." Drunkenness 
was. in truth, the bane of the whole unhappy race ; 
but Pontiac, too thoroughly an Indian in his virtues 
and his vices to be free from its destructive taint, 

1 Journal of George Croghan, on his journey to the IBinois, 1765. Thll 
journal hag been twice publUhed — in Ihe appendix to Butler's HUteiyof 
Keatackg, and in the Pioneer History of Dr. Hildreth, A manuscript ixtpj 
alBO may be found in the office of the eecrelary of elate at Albanj. Dr. 
Hildretli omite the speech of Croglian to the Indians, which is given above 
as affording a better example of tlie forma of speech appropriate to an 
Indian peace harangue, ttian the genuine productions of the Indians them- 
selves, who are less apt to indulge in sach a redundanoj' of metaphor. - 

A language extremely deficient In words of general and abstract signi- 
fication renders the use of figures indispensable ; and it is from this cause, 
above all others, that the flanera of Indian rhetoric derive their origin. 
In tlie work of Heckewelder will be found a list of numerous flgurstiva 
expressions appropriate to the varioua ocoasionB of public and private 
intercourse, -~ forma ivhich are seldom departed from, and which are often 
found identical among tribes epeaVing languages radically distinct. Thiu, 
among both Iroquois and Algonquin s, the "whistling of evil birds" la 
the invariable expression to denote evil tidings or bad advice. 

The Indians are mudi pleased wlien white men whom they re«pect 
adopt their peculiar symbolical language, — a circumstance of which thfl 
Jesuit missionaries did not fail to avail Ihemaelves. " These people," 
says Father Le Jeune, "being great omtors, and often using allcgoriM 
and metaphors, our fathers, in order to attract tliem to God, ad^t Ihem- 
•elves to tlieir custom of speaking, which delights them very much, tee 
ing we succeed as well as they." 
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concluded his speech with the commou termination 
of an Indian harangue, and desired that the rum 
barrel might be opened, and his thirsty warriors 
allowed to drink. 

At the end of September, having brought these 
protracted conferences to a close, Croghan left 
Detroit, and departed for Niagara, whence, after 
a short delay, he passed eastward, to report the 
results of his mission to the commander-in-chief. 
But before leaving the Indian country, he exacted 
from Pontiac a promise that in the spring he would 
descend to Oswego, and, in behalf of the tribes 
lately banded in his league, conclude a treaty of 
peace and amity with Sir William Johnson.' 

Croghan's efforts had been attended with signal 
success. The tribes of the west, of late bxistiing 
in defiance, and hot for fight, had craved forgive- 
ness, and proffered the calumet. The war was 
over ; the last flickerings of that wide conflagration 
had died away ; but the embers still glowed beneath 
the ashes, and fuel and a breath alone were want- 
ing to rekindle those desolating fires. 

In the mean time, a hundred Highlanders of the 
42d Eegiment, those veterans whose battle-cry had 
echoed over the bloodiest fields of America, had 

' In a letter to Gsge, without a dale, bat lent in the same enclosura 
as his jomnal, Croghan gives his impression of Pontiac in the foUowing 

"Poniliac ie a shrewd, seneibla Indian, of &tf words, and commands 
more respect among his own nation than any Indian I ever saw could do 
among his own tribe He, and all the principal men of those nations, 
teem at present to be convinced that the French hsd a view of interest in 
stirring up (he late difierenues between his M^eatj's aulgectB and them, 
and call it a bearer wot." 
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left Fort Pitt under command of Captain Sterling, 
and, descending the Ohio, arrived at Fort Chartres 
just as the snows of early winter began to whiten 
the naked forests.' The flag of France descended 
from the rampart ; and with the stem courtesies of 
war, St. Ange yielded up his post, the citadel of the 
Illinois, to its new masters. In that act was con- 
summated the double triumph of British power in 
America. England had crushed her hereditary foe ; 
and Fi-ance, in her fall, had left to irretiievable 
ruin the savage tribes to whom her policy and self- 
interest had lent a transient support. 

1 MS. Gagt Paptrt. M. Nicollet, In ipeaking of the tmriral of the 
Britiah troops, says, '' At ttiis news PoQtiac inied." Tills \» a mUtake. 
Pantiac'a reconcillatioii lud alreadj takeo place, uid be hjid atMUtdoiied all 
thoughts of TGsutBuce. 
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DEATH OF PONTIAC. 



The winter passed quietly away. Already the 
Indians began to feel the blessings of returning 
peace in the partial reopening of tbe fur-ti-ade; 
and the famine and nakedness, the misery and 
death, which tbrough the previous season had 
been rife in their encampments, were exchanged 
for comparative comfort and abundance. With 
many precautions, and in meagre allowances, the 
traders had been permitted to throw their goods 
into the Indian markets ; and the starving hunters 
were no longer left, as many of them had been, to 
gain precarious sustenance by the bow, the arrow, 
and the lance — the half -forgotten weapons of their 
fathers. Some troubles arose along the frontiers 
of Pennsylvania and Virginia. The reckless bor- 
derera, in contempt of common humanity and pru- 
dence, murdered seTernl straggling Indians, and 
enraged others by abuse and insult ; but these 
outrages could not obUterate the remembrance of 
recent chastisement, and, for the present at least, 
the iujured warriors forbore to draw down the 
fresh vengeance of their destroyers. 
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Spring returned, and Pontiac remembered the 
promise he had made to visit Sir William Johnson 
at Oswego. He left his encampment on the Hau- 
mee, accompanied by his chiefs, and by an English- 
man named Crawford, a man of vigor and resolution, 
who had been appointed, by the superintendent, 
to the troublesome office of attending the Indian 
deputation, and supplying their wants.' 

We may well imagine with what bitterness of 
mood the defeated war-chief urged his canoe along 
the margin of Lake Erie, and gazed upon the hori- 
zon-bounded waters, and the lofty shores, green 
with primeval verdure. Little could he have 
dreamed, and little could the wisest of that day 
have imagined, that, within the space of a single 
human life, that lonely lake would be studded with 
t^e sails of commerce ; that cities and villages 
would rise upon the niins of the forest ; and that 
the poor mementoes of his lost race — the wampum 
beads, the rusty tomahawk, and the arrowhead of 
stone, turned up by the ploughshare — would 
become the wonder of school-boys, and the prized 
relics of the antiquary's cabinet Yet it needed 
no prophetic eye to foresee that, sooner or later, 
the doom must come. The star of his people's 
destiny was fading from the sky; and, to a mind 
like his, the black and withering future must have 
stood revealed in all its desolation. 

The birchen flotilla gained the outlet of Lake 
Erie, and, shooting downwards with the stream, 
landed beneath the palisades of Fort Schlosaer. 

1 HS. Johata Pape-i. 
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The chiefs passed the portage, and, once more 
embarking, pushed out upon Lake Ontario. Soon 
their goal was reached, and the cannon boomed 
hollow salutation from the batteries of Oswego. 

Here they found Sir William Johnson waiting to 
receive them, attended by the chief sachems of the 
Iroquois, whom he had invited to the spot, that 
their presence might give additional weight and 
solemnity to the meeting. As there was no build- 
ing large enough to receive so numerous a con 
course, a canopy of green boughs was erected to 
shade the assembly from the sun ; and thither, on 
the twenty-third of July, repaired the chiefs and 
warriors of the several nations. Here stood the 
tall figure of Sir William Johnson, surrounded by 
civil and military officers, clerks, and interpreters ; 
while before him reclined the painted sachems of 
the Iroquois, and the great Ottawa war-chief, with 
his dejected followers. 

Johnson opened the meeting with the usual for 
malities, presenting his auditors with a belt of wam- 
pum to wipe the tears from their eyea, with another 
to cover the bones of their relatives, another to open 
their ears that they might hear, and another to 
clear their throats that they might speak with ease. 
Then, amid solemn silence, Pontiac's great peace- 
pipe was lighted and passed round the assembly, 
each man present inhaling a whiff of the sacred 
smoke. These tedious forms, together with a few 
speeches of compliment, consumed the whole 
morning; for this savage people, on whose sup- 
posed simplicity poets and rhetoricians have lav- 
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ished their praises, may challenge the world to 
outmatch their bigoted adherence to usage and- 
ceremonial. 

On the following day, the council began in 
earnest, and Sir William Johnson addressed Pon- 
tiac and his attendant chiefs. 

" Children, I bid you heartily welcome to this 
place ; and I trust that the Great Spirit will permit 
us often to meet together in friendship, for I have 
now opened the door and cleared the road, that all 
nations may come hither from the sunsetting. This 
belt of wampum confirms my words. 

" Children, it gave me much pleasure to find 
that you who are present behaved so well last year, 
and treated in so friendly a manner Mr. Croghan, 
one of my deputies ; and that you expressed such 
concern for the had behavior of those, who, in 
order to obstruct the good work of peace, assaulted 
and wounded him, and killed some of his party, 
both whites and Indians ; a thing before unknown, 
and contrary to the laws and customs of all nations. 
This would have drawn down our strongest resent- 
ment upon those who were guilty of so heinous a 
crime, were it not for the great lenity and kindness 
of your English father, who does not delight in 
punishing those who repent sincerely of their faults. 

" Children, I have now, with the approbation of 
General Gage (your father's chief warrior in this 
country), invited you here in order to confirm and 
strengthen your proceedings with Mr. Croghan last 
year. I hope that you will remember all that then 
passed, and I desire that .you will often repeat it 
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to your young people, and keep it fresli in your 
minds. 

" Children, you begin already to see the fruits ot 
peace, from the number of traders and plenty of 
goods at all the garrisoned posts ; and our enjoying 
the peaceable possession of the Illinois will be 
found of great advantage to the Indians in that 
connti'y. You likewise see that proper officers, 
men of honor and probity, are appointed to reside 
at the posts, to prevent abuses in trade, to hear 
your complaints, and to lay before me such of them 
as they cannot redress,' Interpreters are likewise 
Bent for the assistance of each of them ; and smiths 
are sent to the posts to repair your arms and imple- 
ments. All this, which is attended with a great 
expense, is now done by the great King, your 
father, as a proof of his regard; so that, casting 
from you all jealousy and apprehension, you should 
now Bti'ive with each other who should show the 
most gratitude to this best of princes. I do now, 
therefore, confinn the assurances which I give you 
of his Majesty's good will, and do insist on your 
casting away all evil thoughts, and shutting your 
oars against all flying idle reports of bad people." 

The rest of Johnson's speech was occupied in 
explaining to his hearers the new arrangements for 
the regulation of the fur-trade ; in exhorting them 

' The Lords of Trade had recently adopted a new plan for the man- 
■(^ment of Indiaa ailhirs. the principal feature of which waa the confine- 
ment of the traders to the militarj' posts, where they would conduct their 
traffic under the eye of proper officers, instead of ranging at will, withoul 
■uperriaion or control, among the Indian villages. It wns Ibund extremely 
difficult to enforce this resulation. 
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to forbear from retaliating the injuries they might 
receive from reckless white men, who would meet 
with due punishment from their. own countrymen; 
and in urging them to deliver up to justice those 
of their people who might be gailty of crimes 
against the English. " Children," he concluded, 
" I now, by this belt, turn your eyes to the sunria- 
ing, where you will always find me your sincere 
friend. From me you will always hear what ia 
true and good; and I charge you never more to 
listen to those evil birds, who come, with lying 
tongues, to lead you astray, and to make you break 
the solemn engagements which you have entered 
into, in presence of the Great Spirit, with the King 
your father and the English people. Be strong, 
then, and keep fast hold of the chain of friendship, 
that your children, following your example, may 
live happy and prosperous lives." 

Pontiac made a brief reply, and promised to 
return on the morrow an answer in full. The 
meeting then broke up. 

The council of the next day was opened by the 
"Wyandot chief, Teata, in a short and formal 
address ; at the conclusion of which Pontiac him- 
self arose, and addressed the superintendent in 
words, of which the following is a translation : 

" Father, we thank the Great Spirit for giving us 
so fine a day to meet upon such great affairs. I 
speak in the name of all the nations to the west- 
ward, of whom I am the master. It is the will of 
the Great Spirit that we should meet here to-day ; 
and before him I now take you by the hand. I 
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call him to witness that I speak from my heart ; 
for since I took Colonel Croghan by the hand last 
year, I have never let go my hold, for I see that 
the Great Spirit will have us friends. 

*' Father, when oar great father of France waa 
iu this country, I held him fast by the hand. Now 
that he is gone, I take you, my English father, by 
the hand, in the name of all the nations, and prom- 
ise to keep this covenant as long as I shall live." 

Here he delivered a large belt of wampum. 

" Father, when you address me, it is the same as 
if you addressed all the nations of the west. Father, 
this belt is to cover and strengthen our chain of 
friendship, and to show you that, if any nation shall 
lift the hatchet against our English brethren, we 
shall be the first to feel it and resent it" 

Pontiac next took up in succession the various 
points touched upon in the speech of the superin- 
tendent, expressing in all things a full compliance 
with his wishes. The succeediug days of the con- 
ference were occupied with matters of detail relat- 
ing chiefly to the fur-trade, all of which were 
adjusted to the apparent satisfaction of the Indians, 
who, on their part, made reiterated professions of 
friendship. Pontiac promised to recall the war- 
belts which had been sent to the north and west, 
though, as he alleged, many of them had proceeded 
from the Senecas, and not from him ; adding tliat, 
when all were gathered together, they would bo 
more than a man could carry. The Iroquois sach- 
ems then addressed the western nations, exhorting 
them to stand true to their engagements, and hold 
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fast the chain of friendship ; and the councils 
closed on the thirty-first, with a bountifnl distiibu- 
tion of presents to Pontiac and his followers.' 

Thus ended this memorable meeting, in which 
Pontiac sealed his submission to the English, and 
renounced for ever the bold design by whicli he had 
trusted to avert or retard the ruin of his race. Ilia 
hope of seeing the empire of France restored in 
America was scattered to the winds, and with it 
vanished every rational scheme of resistance to 
English encroachment. Nothing now remained 
but to stand an idle spectator, while, in the north 
and in the south, the tide of British power rolled 
westward in resistless might ; while the fragments 
of the rival empire, which he would fain have set 
up as a barrier against the flood, lay scattered a 
miserable wreck ; and while the remnant of hia 
people melted away or fled for refuge to remoter 
deserts. For them the prospects of the future 
were as clear as they were calamitous. Destruc- 
tion or civilization — between these lay their choice ; 
and few who knew them could doubt which alt<>r 
native they would embrace, 

Pontiac, his canoe laden with the gifts of his 
enemy, steered homeward for the Maumee ; and in 
this vicinity he spent the following winter, pitching 
his lodge in the forest with his wives and children, 

1 MS. Minutes of Proetedliyi a( a Congras mlh Ponliae and Chieft of 
the OOawas, Pottovtatlamiet, Iluront, and Chippemaii; htgan at OswegQ 
Tuesday, Julj 23, 1T68. 

A copy of tliis lineament la preserved in the office of the Becretary 
of «tate at Albanj, among tbe papen procured in London b/ Mr. Biod 
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and hunting like an ordinary wanior. With the 
succeeding spring, 1767, fresh murmurings of dis- 
content arose among the Indian tribes, from the 
lakes to the Potomac, the fii'st precursors of the 
disorders which, a few years later, ripened into a 
brief but bloody war along the borders of Virginia. 
These threatening symptoms might easily be traced 
to their source. The incorrigible frontiersmen had 
again let loose their murdering propensities ; and a 
multitude of squatters had built their cabins on 
Indian lands beyond the limits of Pennsylvania, 
adding insult to aggression, and sparing neither 
oaths, curses, nor any form of abuse and maltreat- 
ment against the rightful owners of the soil,' The 
new regulations of the fur-ti'ade could not prevent 
disordei-s among the reckless men engaged in it. 
This was particularly the case in the region of the 
Illinois, where the evil was aggravated by the 
renewed intrigues of the French, and especially of 
those who had fled from the English side of the 
Mississippi, and made their abode around the new 
settlement of St. Louis.^ It is difficult to say how 
far Poiitiac was involved in this agitation. It is 
certain that some of the English ti-adera regarded 
him mth jealousy and fear, as prime mover of the 
whole, and eagerly watched an opportunity to 
destroy him. 

The discontent among the tribes did not diminish 

1 " It seems," writes S[r Williftm JohaBon to the lord* of trade, "«• 
if tlic peu[ilu wiTc determined to bring oa a new war, tliongli tlicir own 
riiln mny be tlie conatqiicnce." 

« Doc. Wsi. If. Y. II. 801-803, cte. MS. Jbftimm Papen. MS. Gagt 
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with the lapse of time ; yet for many months we 
can discern no trace of Fontiac. Kecords and tra- 
ditions are silent concerning him. It is not until 
April, 1769, that he appears once more distinctly 
on the scene.' At about that time he came to the 
Illinois, with what design does not appear, though 
his moA-ementa excited much uneasiness among the 
few English in that quarter. Soon after his arrival, 
he repaired to St. Louis, to visit his former acquaint- 
ance, St. Ange, who was then in command at that 
post, haying offered his services to the Spaniards 
after the cession of Louisiana. After leaving the 
fort, Pontiac proceeded to the house of which 
young Pierre Chouteau was an inmate ; and to the 
last days of his proti-acted life, the latter could viv- 
idly recall the circumstances of the interview. The 
savage chief was arrayed in the full uniform of a 
French officer, which had been presented to him as 
a special mark of respect and favor by the Marquis 
of Montcalm, towards the close of the French war, 
and which Pontiac never had the bad taste to wear, 
except on occasions when be wished to appear with 
unusual dignity. St. Ange, Chouteau, and the 
other principal inhabitants of the infant settlement, 
whom he visited in turn, all received him cordially, 
and did their best to entertain him and his attend- 

' Carver BUJB that Pontiac was killed in 1767. Tliia may posaibly 
be ft mere printer's error. In the MargtaaJ Ga:!eUe, and also in tlie Peiut- 
(jftiania Gatftle, were publislieJ during tlie month of August, 17G1), several 
letters from the Indian cotratry, in wliich Ponliac ia mentioned as iiaving 
been kilted during the preceding April. M. Clioutesu states that, to th« 
best of liig recollec;tion, tlie chief was killed in 17G8 ; but oral testtmonj 
Is of Uttle weight in regard to dates. The evidence of the Gazette* ap 
pe*rg conclnsive. 
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ant chiefs. He remained at St. Louis for two or 
three days, when, hearing that a large number of 
Indians were assembled at Cahokia, on the opposite 
side of the river, and that some drinking bout or 
other social gathering was in progress, he told St 
Ange that he would cross over to see what was 
going forward. St. Ange tried to dissuade him, 
and urged the risk to which he would expose him 
self ; but Pontiac persisted, boasting that he was a 
match for the English, and had no fear for his life. 
He entered a canoe with some of his followers, and 
Chouteau never saw him again. 

He who, at the present day, crosses from the city 
of St Louis to the opposite shore of the Missis 
sippi, and passes southward through a forest fes 
tooned with grape-vinea, and fragrant with the 
scent of flowers, will soon emerge upon the ancient 
hamlet of Cahokia. To one fresh from the busy 
suburbs of the American city, the small French 
houses, scattered in picturesque disorder, the light- 
hearted, thiiftless look of their inmates, and the 
woods which form the background of the picture, 
seem like the remnants of an earlier and simpler 
world. Strange changes have passed around that 
spot. Forests have fallen, cities have sprung up, 
and the lonely wilderness is thronged with human 
life. Nature herself has taken part in the general 
transformation ; and the Mississippi has made a 
fearful inroad, robbing from the luckless Creoles a 
mile of rich meadow and woodland. Yet, in the 
midst of all, this relic of the lost empire of France 
has preserved its essential features through the 
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lapse of a century, and ofTers at this day an aspect 
not widely different from that which met the eye 
of Fontiac, when he and his chiefs landed on its 
shore. 

The place was full of Dlinoia Indians ; such a 
scene as in our own time may often be met with in 
some squalid settlement of the border, where the 
vagabond guests, bedizened with dirty fiiiery, tie 
their small horses in rows along the fences, and 
stroll idly among the houses, or lounge about the 
dramshops. A chief so renowned as Pontiac could 
not remain long among the friendly Creoles of 
Cahokia without being summoned to a feast ; and 
at such primitive entertainment the whiskey-bottle 
would not fail to play its part. This was in truth 
the case. Pontiac drank deeply, and, when the 
carousal was over, strode do^vn the village street to 
the adjacent woods, where he was heard to sing 
the medicine songs, in whose magic power he 
trusted as the warrant of success in all his under- 
takings. 

An English trader, named Williamson, was then 
in the village. He had looked on the movements 
of Pontiac with a jealousy probably not diminished 
by the visit of the chief to the French at St. Louis ; 
and he now resolved not to lose so favorable an 
opportunity to despatch him. With this view, he 
gained the ear of a strolling Indian, belonging to 
the Kaskaskia tiibe of the Illinois, bribed him with 
a barrel of liquor, and promised him a farther 
reward if he would kill the chief. The bargain 
was quickly made. When Pontiac entered the 
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forest, the assassin stole close upon bis track ; and, 
watching his moment, glided behind him, and 
buried a tomahawk in his brain. 

The dead body was soon discovered, and startled 
cries and wild bowlings announcd the event. The 
word was caught up from mouth to mouth, and the 
place resounded with infernal yells. The warriors 
snatched their weapons. The Illinois took part 
with their guilty countiyman ; and the few follow 
ers of Pontiac, driven from the village, fled to 
spread the tidings and call the nations to revenge. 
Meanwhile the murdered chief lay on the spot 
where he had fallen, until St. Ange, mindful of 
former friendship, sent to claim the body, and 
buried it with wailike honors, near bis fort of St. 
Louis.' 

1 Cnrver, TraoA, 166, tayi that Ponliao iras Btabl)ed at t. pnlillc 
council in the Ulinoia, by " a faltliful Indian vrho was either comraiBsioDBd 
by one of the English govcmcra, or inatigaled by the love ho bore the 
Bnglish nation." TIjJb account is irithout Buffiuient conflrmation. Car- 
ver, nho did not visit the Illinois, must have drawn his information trora 
hearsay. The open manner of dealing with his vietim, trliich he ascrit>e« 
to the assassin, is ivhoUy repugnant to Indian character and principles; 
wliile the gross charge, thrown out at random against an English governor, 
miglit of itself cast discredit on the story. 

I have fbllotTcd tiie account ivliicli I received from IS.. Pierre Chontean, 
■nd IVom M. P. L. Cccrd, another old inliabilant of the Illinois, whose 
fiiUier fiBa well acquainted with Pontiac. The same account may be 
found, concisely slated, in Nicollet, p. 81. M. Nicollet states that he 
derived liis inibrmation both from tA. Chouteau and from the no lest 
respectable authority of the aged Pierre Menard of Kaskaskia. The 
notices of Pontiau's death in the provincial journals of the day, to a cer- 
bun extent, conQrm this story. We gather from lliem, that he was killed 
at the Illinois, by one or more Kaskaskia Indians, during a drunken frolic, 
and in consequence of his hostility to the English. One letter, however, 
states on hearsay that lie was killed near Fort Chartres ; and Gonin's tra- 
ditional account seems lo support the statement On this point, I have 
£]lloned the distinct anil circumstantial narrative of Chouteau, supported 
sa it is by Ceitt. An Ottawa tradition declares that Pontiac took a Ea> 
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Thus basely perished this champion of a ruined 
race. But could his shade have revisited the scene 
of murder, his savage spirit would have exulled in 
the vengeance which overwhelmed the abettors 
of the crime. Whole tribes were rooted out to 
expiate it. Chiefs and sachems, whose veins had 
thrilled with his eloquence ; young warriors, whose 
aspiriug hearts had caught the inspiration of his 
greatness, mustered to revenge his fate ; and, from 
the north and the east, their united bands descended 
on the villages of the Illinois, Tradition has but 
faintly preserved the memory of the event ; and its 
only annalists, men who held the intestine feuds of 
the savage tribes in no more account than the 
quarrels of panthers or wildcats, have left but a 
meagre record. Yet enough remains to tell us 
that over the grave of Pontiac more blood was 
poured out in atonement, than flowed from the 
veins of the slaughtered heroes on the corpse of 
Patroclus ; and the remnant of the Illinois who 
survived the carnage remained for ever after sunk 
in utter insignificance.' 



kaskis w[fe, with nhom he had a qnarret, and she peratuded ber Vna 
brotliers to kill liiin. 

I am indebted to the kindness of my friend Mr. Lyman C. Draper fbr 
Tolnabte rusiitnnce in my inquiries in rels^on to Pontiac's deatli. 

' " Tliis murder, vhich roused tlie vengeance ot nit tlie Indian tribes 
friendly to Fontiac, brouglit about the luccessiTe wars, and almost total 
eilorminntion, of the Illinois nation." — Nicoltot, 82. 

" Tlio Kasknskias, Peorias, Cahokiaa, and Illoneae are nearly all de- 
stroyed b; the Sacs and Foxes, far killing in cool blood, and In time of 
peace, (he Sac's chief, Ponliac." — Afass. Biat. Coll. Sieond Seriea, IL B. 

The above extract exhibits the usual confusion of Indian names, the 
Easkaskias, Peorias, and Caliokias being component tribes of the Illoneaa 
or niinoia na^on. Pontiac is called ft chief of the Sara. This witli 
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Neither mound nor tablet marked tbe burial- 
place of Pontiac. For a mausoleum, a city bas 
risen above the forest hero ; and the race whom 
he bated with such burning rancor trample with 
unceasing footsteps over his forgotten grave. 

iimilor miatakea, may easily have ai 
tomcd to aaaume authority over tbt 
chanced to be in contact. 

MorBO Bays, in bis Report, 1822 ; " In the war kindled aguinst these 
tribes, [I'corias, ICnakaakins, and Cahotcias,] by ttie Sanks and Foxes, in 
revenge for itic deatli of tlieir cliief, Pontiac, these 3 tribes were nearly 
exterminnicr!. Few of them novr remain. About on« Iiundred of the 
Peorias arc settled on Current River, W. of the Miseiesippi ; of the Kob 
kaskias 36 only Temaia in Illinois." — Morse, SSS. 

General Gn^, in his letter to Sir William Johnson, datei) July 10, 
1T6-, says : " Tlie death of Pondac, committed by an Indian of the LU- 
nois, helieved to have been excited by the English to that action, had 
drann many of the Ottawas and otlier nortbem nations towards tbelr 
country to revenge ilia death." 

" From Miami, Pontiat; went lo Fort Chartres on the Illinois. In a 
few years, the English, who had possession of the fort, procared an Indian 
of the Peoria [Kaskasiia] nation to kill him. The news spread Uke 
Lgh tiling through the tountry. Tlie Indians Hssemhled in great numbers, 
attacked and destroyed all the Feorias, except about thirly fhmilies, which 
were received into the fort. These soon began to increase. They 
removed to the Wabash, and were about lo settle, when the Indians col- 
lected in the winter, surrounded their village, and klUed the whole, exrept- 
ing a few children, who were saved as prisoners. Old Mr. Gouin was 
tbere at the time. He was a trader ; and, when the attack commenced, 
was ordered by the Indians to shut his house and not suO^r a Peoria to 
enter." — Gaaia't Accoaat, MS. 

Pontiac left several children. A speech of his son Shegenaba, to 
1776, is preserved in Force's American Archives, iih Serift, III. 1542. 
There was another son, named Otussa, wliose grave is on the Maumee. 
Tn a letter to the writer, Mr. H. B, Schoolcraft says, " I knew Auika, a 
descendant of Pontiac, He was the chief of an Ottawa village on the 
Maumee. A few years ago, he agreed to remore, with hit people, to the 
west of the Mississippi " 



3,a,l,zc.bvG00gIe 



3,a,l,zc.bvG00gIe 



APPENDIX A. 



THE IROQUOIS.— EXTENT OP TnEIR CONQUESTS.— POL- 
ICY PURSUED TOWARDS THEM BY TUB FRENCH AND 
THE ENGLISH.— MEASURES OF SIB WILLIAM JOHNSON, 



1. Teskiiobt or the Iboquois. (VoL L p. T.) 



iSf Lordi : 

In ol>edieiice to your Lordships' commandg of tlie 6th of Augwt laa^ 
I am noiT to laj b«foro you tlie clainia of the Nations mentioned in tlie 
State of tlie Confedetacies. Tlie Five Nations have in ttie last century 
•uMued tlio Sliawaneao, Dohiwnroa, Twighlios, and Western Indinns, bo 
far as Laltes Micliigan and SuporioT, received tliom into nn altiniicei 
allowed them tlie possession of the lands the; occupied, and liave crer 
aince been in peace irilh tlie greatest part of tliem ; and sucll teas tha 
proireas of the Five Nations' Confederacy, that had they been properly 
supported by us, they Tvould liave long since pnt a period to llic Colony 
of Canada, wliich alone they wore near effecting in the year 1688. Since 
that lime, they liave admitted tha Toscaroras Irom tlie Suuthnard, 
beyond Oneida, and they have ever since formed a part of that Con- 
Ibdeiacy. 

As original proprietors, tlii« Confederacy claim the country of their 
residence, south of Lake Ontario to the great Ridge of the Blue Moun* 
tains, with all the Western Part of the Province of New York townrdt 
Hudson River, west of tlie Catskill, thence to Lake Cliamplaiii, and from 
Kegioghne, b Rock at the East side of said Lake, to Oswcgatche or La 
Galletle, on the River St. Laurence, (having long since ceded their claim 
north of said line in tavor of tlie Canada Indians, as Hunting-ground,) 
thence up the River St Lamence, aod aloug the South side of lake 
OoCoilo to Niagara. 
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In right of conqaest, the; datm all the conntiy (comprehending the 
Ohio) along the great Ridge of Blue MounUing at the back of Virginia, 
IhcncB to the head of Kentucky River, and down the same to tlie Ohio 
abote the Rifts, thence Northerly to the South end of Lake Micbigan, 
tlien along tha Eastern shore of said lake to Mjcbillitna^kinac, thenc« 
Easterly acrosa the North end of Lake Huron to the great Ottawa lliver, 
(including the Chippewa or Miseisaagey County,) and down the iaid 
River to tlie Island of Moatreal. Honever, these more distant cluDU 
being possessed by many ponerfnl nations, the Inhabitants have long 
begun to render themselves independent, by the assistance of the French, 
anil tlio great decrease of tlie Six Nations ; but their claim to the Ohio 
and thence to the Lakes, la not in tlie least disputed by the Shawancsn, 
Delawarea, &c, who never transacted any sales of land or other matter* 
without their consent, and who eent Deputies to the grand Council at 
Ouondaga ou all important occasions. 



2. FrBHOH USD EhOLISH FOI.ICT TOWARDS THE iROQtTOIS. — MeA8- 

DSEB or Sis Williau Johnson. (Vd. I. pp. 8S-93.) 
Extract from a Letter — Sir W. Johnson to the Board of Trade, 



The Indians of the Six Nations, after the arrival of the English, bar- 
ing conceived a desire for many articlea they introduced among them, 
and thereby finding them of use to their necessities, or rather auperSui- 
ties, cnltivated an aciiuainiance with them, and lived in tolerable 
friendship with their Province for some time, to which they were rather 
intJined, for they were atningera to bribery, and al enmity with the 
French, who had eapoused the cause of their enemies, supplied them 
with arms, and openly acted against them. This enmity increased in 
proportion as the desire of tha f rench fur subduing those people, who 
wera a bar to their first projecled schemes. However, we find tlio In- 
dians, as filr bncli as the very confused manuscript records in my posses- 
sion, repeatedly upbraiding this province for their negligence, their avarice, 
and their want of assisting them at a time when it was certainly in their 
power to destroy the infant colony of Canada, altbouKh aupported bv many 
nations; and this is likewise confessed by the wriliuga of the managers 
of tlioso times. The French, after repeated losses discovering that the 
Six Nations were not to be subdued, but that they could without much 
difficulty effect their purpose (which I iiave good authority to show were 
.... standing) by favora and kindnesa, on a sudden, changed their con 
doct in the reign of Queen Anne, having first brought over many of their 
people to settle in Canada ; and ever since, by the most endearing kind- 
nesses, and by a vast profusion of favors, have aecnred them to theil 
interest; and, whilst they aggravated our tVaudi and designs, they coh- 
ered tliosa committed by themselves under a load of gifts, which oUit 
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•rated the malpractices of ... . among tliem, and enabled them to 
«itabtiah themselveB wliererer they pleajed. witliout romenting tlie 
IndiaDs' jealausj. The 111:116 ogetlta were made oie of, aod tlieir uneiii- 
mous indetadgable zeal for securing the Jndiaa interest, irere so much 
■uperior to any thing ire had ever attempted, and to tlie futile trunsactiona 
of tlie • ■ ■ and trading Commissioners of AlbaD7, tiiat the latter 
became uuiverssll; despised by the Indiana, who daily nithdren from 
our interest, and conceived the most disadvantageous sentiments of our 
Integrity and abilities, In this state of Indian afToirs I was called to 
the management of these people, as my situation and opinion that it might 
become one day of service to the public, liad induced me to cultivate a 
particular intimacy with those people, to accommodate myself to their 
manners, and even to their dress on many occasions. How I discharged 
this trust irill best appear from the transactions of the war commenced in 
1744, in which I was busily concerned. The steps I had then taken 
aUrmed the jealousy of the French ; rewards were offered for me, and I 
narrowly escaped assassination on more than one occasion. The French 
Increased their munificence to the Indians, whose example not being at 
all followed at New York, I resigned the manai^ment of uSairs on the 
ensuing peace, as I did not choose to continue in tiie name of an office 
which I was not empowered to discharge as its nature required. Tlie 
Albany Commissioners (tlie men concerned in the chindeslinc trade to 
Canada, and frequently upbraided for it by the Indians] did then rcasaume 
their seats at that Board, and by their conduct so exasperated the Indians 
that several chiefs went to New York, 1T53, when, after a severe speech 
to the Governor, Council, and Assembly, they broke the covenant chain 
^T friendship, and withdrew in a rnge. The consequences of which were 
then so mucli dreaded, tliat I was, by Governor, Coiacil, and House of 
Assembly, the two latter tlien my enemies, earnestly entreated to effect a 
reeoncilintion with the Indians, ns the only person equal to that task, ai 
will appear by the Minutes of Council and resolves of tlie House. A 
commission being made out for me, I proceeded to Onondaga, and brought 
about tlic much wished for reconciliation, but declined having any flir- 
thcr to sny of Indian affiiirs, although the Indians aflerwaids refused to 
meet the Governor and Commissioners till I was sent for. At the arrival 
of Generai Braddock, I received his Commission with reluctance, at tlie 
same time assuring him that afiairs had been so ill conducted, and the 
Indians so estranged from our interest, that I could not take upon me to 
hope for success. However, indefatigable labor, and (I hope I may say 
without vanity) personal interest, enabled me to exceed my own expecta- 
tions ; and my conduct since, if fully and truly known, would, I believe, 
testify tlint I have not been an unprofitable servant. 'Tivas tlien iliat 
the Indians began to give public sign of their avaricious dispositions. 
The I'rencli had long taught them it ; and the desire of some persons to 
carry a greater number of Indians into the field in 1T55 than those wno 
accomiuinied me, induced them to employ any agent at a high salary, 
who had the least interest with the Indians i and to grant the latter Cap 
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tains' and lieutenants' CommU»iong, (of which I have r Dumber now bj 
me,) Willi iteriiDg pay, to Induce tliem lo desert me, but to little purpoie, 
for tlio' many of tliem received tlie Commlgtions, accompanied witli jarga 
■urns of money, they did not comply iritli the end proposed, but Berred with 
me; and tliia had not only served them nitit severe complFtinta againat 
tlie English, na they nere not afterwnrds nil paid what had been promised, 
but lias established a spirit of pride and avarice, which I have found it 
ever since impossible to subdue ; whilst ourexlensivc connections since the 
reduction of Canada, with so many powerful nations so long accastomcd to 
pnrlakc largely of French bounty, has of course increased tlie expense, 
and rendered it in no small degree necessary for the preservation of out 
frontiers, outposts, and trade. ... 

the Earl of Ealilax^ 

Before I proceed further, I think it proper to inform your Lordship of 
the diflerent stale of the Policy of the Tive Nations in different periods 
of time. Before the peace of Utrecht, the Five Nations were at Jkt 
with the French in Canada, and with nil tlie Indian Nations who were in 
fricndgliip with the French. This put the Five Nations under a necessity 
of depending on this province for n supply of every thing by which they 
could carry on the war or defend tliemaelvcs, and tlicir behavior toward* 
us wag accordingly. 

Aflcr the peace of Utrecht, the French chani^ their measnrei. 
They took every method in their power to gain the friendaiiip of th» 
Five Nations, and succeeded so far with the Senecaa, who are by far tha 
most numerous, and at the crcatest distance from ua, tint they wet« 
entirely brought over to the Frcncli interest. Tlie French obtained tha 
consent of the Senecas to the building of the Fort at Niagara, situated in 
tlicir comitry. 

When the French lind too evidently, before the last war, got th« 
asccnd.tnt among all tlie Indjan Nations, we endeavored to make the 
Indians jealous of tlie French power, that tliey were thereby in danger 
of becouiing slaves to the French, unless they were protected by tha 

Eimiish. . . 
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OAUSES OP THE IKDIAN WAB. 



Extract fVom a Letter — Sir W. Jolmion to the Hoard of Trada, 
Sorember 13, 1763. (Clinp. VII. Vol. I. p. 171.) 

. ■ . Tho French, In order to reconcile them [tlie Indians! *" *'•*'' 
eneroacliments, loaded them with favors, and employed tlio most intelli- 
getit Agenla of good influenpo,as wellas artfiilJeauits nmong tlie several 
Western and other Nations, who, bj- degrees, prevailed on'tliera to admit 
of Forts, under tlie Notion of Trading houses, in their Country; and 
knotring that Ihese posts could never be mnintnlned contrary to tlie incli- 
luttioDS of the Indians, tlicy supplied them thereat vita ammunition and 
other necessnries in abundance, as also called them to frequent congresiei, 
and dismissed them nitli handsome presents, by which they enjoyed on 
extensive commerce, obtained the assistance of these Indiana, and pos- 
■esscd tlieir A'ontiers in safety ; and as without these measures (he Indiani 
would never have suffered tliom in their Country, so they eipect that 
whatever European power possesses tlie same, they shall in some meas- 
ure reap the like advantages. Now, as these advantages censed on the 
Posts being possessed by tlie EngUsh, and especially as it was not thought 
prudent to indulge them with ammunition, they immediately concluded 
that we had designs against their liberties, which opinion liad been first 
instilled into tlicm by the Frencli, and since promoted by Traders of that 
nation and others who retired among them on the surrender of Canada 
and are still there, as well as by Belts of Wampum and other exhortations, 
which I am confidently assured liave been sent among them from the 
miliois, Louisiana, and even Canada fbr that purpose. Tlie Shawanese 
and Dulawarei about the Ohio, who were never warmly attached toui 
wnce our neglects to defend them against tho encroauhmenta of tlio 
French, and refusing to erect a post at the Ohio, or assist them atid tlie 
Six NaUons with men or ammunition, wlien they requested both of us, as 
well as irritated at the loss of several of tbeir people killed upon the coiii- 
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n of Fort Pitt, in tlie years ITGO and 1761, were easily indacod 
to join nith tlie Western Naliona, anil tlie Senecas, <]issBlislied at man? 
of our poats, jealous of out designs, and displeased at our neglect and 
coniempt of (hem, soon followed their example. 

These are the causes the Indians tlieniseives assign, and nhich cer> 
tainlj occasioned tlie rupture between us, tlic consequence of irhicli, in 
my opinion, will be tlint the Indians (wlio do not regard tlie distance) wilt 
be supplied with ncccssariea by the Wabache and several Rivers, which 
empty into the Mississippi, which it is by no means in our power to pre- 
Tcnt, and in return tlie French will draw the valuable furs dawn that 
river to the advanlnge of their Colony and the destruction of our Trade ; 
diii irill always induce the French to foment difiercnaes between us and 
the Indians, and the prospects many of thein entertain, that they may 
hereafter become possessed of Canada, will Incline them still more to 
cultivate n good understanding with the Indians, which, if ever attempted 
by the French, would, I am very apprehensive, be attended with a gen- 
eral defection of them from our interest, unless ne are at great pains and 
enpenso to regain (heir friendship, and thereby satisfy them that we have 
DO designs to their prejudice. . . . 

Tlie grand matter of concern to all the Six Nations (Mohawks 
excepted) is the occupying a chain of small Posts on the communication 
thro' their country to Lake Ontario, not to mention Fort Sianwis, 
ezclasire of which there were ereeted in 1759 Fort Schuyler on the Mo- 
hawk River, and the Itoyal Blockhouse at the East end of Oneida Lake, 
in tbo Country of tlie Ooeidas Fort Brewerton and a Post at Oswego 
Falls in the Onondsgaa Country ; in order to obtain permission for erect- 
ing these posts, they were promised they should be demolished at the 
end of the war. General Shirley also made them a like promise for the 
posts he erected ; and as about these posts are their fishing and hunting 
places, where they complain, that they arc often obstructed by (he troop* 
and insulted, they request (hat tliey may not be kept up, the war wilb 
the French being now over. 

In 17G0, Sir Jeffrey Amherst sent a speech to ttie Indians in writing, 
which was to be communicated to the Nations about Fort Pitt, &c.. by 
General Monkton, then commanding there, signifying his intentions to 
tatisiy and content all Indians for the ground occupied by the posts, as 
also for any land about them, which might bo found necessary for the use 
of tlie garrisons; but the same has not been performed, neither are the 
Indiana in the several countries at all pleasal at our occupying them, 
which they look upot) as the first steps to enslave them and invade their 
properties. 

And I beg leave to represent to your Lordships, that one very material 
advantage resulting from a continuance of good treatment and some 
&vors to the Indians, will be the security and toleration thereby given to 
the Troops for cultivating lands about the garrisons, which the reduction 
of their Rations renders absolutely necessary 
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PoHTBAOR : OB TRH SArAQKS ov AMBKtOA. A Tragedy. London, 
Priuled for the Author; and Soid by J. MUbu, oppotiu the Admt 
wUr, WhitehaU. MDCCLXVI. 

The anClior of thfs tragedy vmi evideotlj a penon well acquainted 
with Indian afbir« and Indian character. Varioua allusiona^mntaJned in 
it, ■■ well at wTeral peculiar tbrms of eTpreition, Indicate that Htgor 
Rogers had aiharo in its composition. The first act ezbibit« in deUul tlie 
causes which led to the Indian war. The rest of the play is of ■ differ- 
ent character. Tho piot is sufflciently extravagant, and haa little or no 
historical fonndalion. Cheliitan, the aon of Ponteach, ia in love with 
Monetio, the daughter of Hendrick, Emperor of the Mohawks. Moneiia 
is mnidered by Chekitan's brother Philip, partly out of revenge and jeal- 
ousy, and partly in furtherance of a achcme of policy. Chekitan kill* 
Philip, and then dies by his own hand ; and Ponteach, whose warriors 
meanwhile have been defeated by the English, overwhelmed by thit 
eccu mutation of public and private calamities, retires to the forests of 
the west to escape the memory of his griefi. The style of the drama is 
superior to tlie plot, and the writer displays at times do small insight into 
the workings of human nature. 

The account of Indian wrongs and sufferings given to the first act 
accords BO nearly with that conveyed in contemporary letters and docu- 
ments, that two »cenes from this part of the play are here given, with a 
9, which good taste demands. 



Soan I. — Ah Ihsiak Tbadihq Houm. 
Snier M'I)oi.B and Mcbfhbt, TW Indian Tradtn, and tluir SenaiUi 

WDoU. So, Murphey, you are come to try your Fortune 
Among the Savages in this wild Desart 1 

Marpheg. Ay, any thing to get an lionest Livtog, 
Which, fkith, I find it hard enough to do ; 
Times are so dull, and Traders are so plenty. 
That Oains are small, and Profits come but slow. 

iPDoU. Are you experienced in this kind of Tradel 
Know you the Principles by which it prospers. 
And how to make it lucrative and safe f 
If not, you're like a Bhip without a Rudder, 
That drives at random, and must sorely sink. 

Mtiqihey. I'm unacquainted with your Indian Commei'ce 
And gladly would I learn tho arts from you, 
Wlio're old, and practis'd in them many Tears. 

VOL. II. 21 
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STDdU. That Ib the cunt Miafortune of our Tndon ; 
A thouond Fools attempt to live this Wa/, 
Who might aj well turn Ministers of State. 
But, aijou are & Friend, J will infomi yoa 
Of rU tlie tecret Arts b; which wo thrive. 
Which if all prnctis'd, we miglit all grow rich. 
Nor circumTont each other in our Qalns. 
What hare jou got to part with to the Indiana 1 

itarphey. I've Rum and Blankets, Wampnm, Powder, Belu, 
And such like Trifles >« the7're wont to prize. 

M'Dole. 'Tis "very well : your Articles are good ; 
But now the Thing's to mate a Profit trom them. 
Worth all your Toil and Pains of coming hither. 
Our ftindamentil Masim then is this, 
That it's no Crime to cheat and gull an Indian. 

Hvrphei/, How I Not a Sin to cheat an Indian, say you 1 
Are tliey not Men 1 hav'nt the; a Right to Justice 
Ab well as we, though savage in their Manners f 

M'Dole. Ah 1 If you hoggle here, I say no man ; 
This is the very Quintessence of Trade, 
And ov'ry Hope of Oiun depends upon it : 
None who neglect it ever did grow rich. 
Or ever will, or can by Indian Commerce. 
By this old Ogden built his stately House, 
Purchased Estates, and grew a little King. 
He, like an Iionest Man, bought all by weight. 
And made the Ign'iant Suvages believe 
That his Bight Foot exactly weighed a Pomid. 
By this for many years he bought their Fnra, 
And died in Quiet like an honest Dealer. 

Murphy. Well, I'll not stick at what is neceeswy; 
Bnt bis Devise is now grown old and stale, 
Nor could I manage such a harefnc'd Praud. 

M'DoU. A thousand Opportunities present 
To take Advantage of their Ignorance ; 
But the great Engine I employ is Rum, 
More pow'rful made by certain strength'ning Druga. 
This I distribute with a lib'ral Hand, 
Urge them to driok till they grow mad and valiant; 
Which makes them think me generous and just. 
And gives full Scope to practise all my Art 
I then begin my Trade with water'd Rum; 
The cooling Draught well suita their scorching 'HmwlB. 
Their Fur and Peltiy come in quick Betum : 
Hy Scales are honest, but bo well contriv'd. 
That one small Slip will turn Three Pounds to One ; 
Which they, poor siily Souls ! Ignorant of Weights 
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And Rules of BalandBg, do not perceWe. 
But here they come; you'll gee how I proceed. 
Jack, is the Rum prepar'd as J commuided f 

Jack. Yes, Sir, sll'a ready when jou please to call. 

M'Dole. Bring: here the Scales and Wetghti iminediately ; 
Toa see the Trick is easy and conceal'd. {Showing hom ta dip tht SeaUt 

Miirphey, By Jupiter, it's artfully cootriT'd ; 
And nas I King. I swear I'd knight th' Inventor. 
Tom, mind the Part that you will hare to act. 

Tom. Ah, nerer fear ; I'll do as well ns Jack. 
But then, you know, an honest Servant's Pain Deserves Beward. 

Murpheg. O I I'll take care of that. 

[Enter a JVionSer 0/ Jndiani unffi PaekM 0/ Par 

la Indian. So, what you trade with Indians here to^ay ) 

M'DoU. Yes, if my Goods will suit, and wo agree. 

2cf Indian. 'Tis Rum we want ; we're tired, hot, and tbira^. 

9d Indian. Yon, Mr. Engliehnian, have you got Rum 1 

M'DoU. Jack, bring n Bottle, pour them each a Gill. 
Toa know which Cask contains the Rum. The Rum 1 

\>l Indian. It's good strong Rum ; I feel it very soon. 

Ji'ZWe. Give me a Glass. Here's Honesty in Tmde ; 
We English always drink before we deal. 

2ri Indian. Good way enough ; it makes one sharp and cunning. 

M'DoU. Hand round another Gill. You're very welcome. 

3<' Indian. Some lay you Englisbmea are sometimes Rogues ; 
Tou make poor Indians drunk, and then you cheat. 

Ill Indian. No, English good. The Frenchmen gire ao Rnm. 

Sd Indian. I think it's best to trade with Englishmen. 

SPDole. What is your Price for Beaver Skins per Pound t 

lit Indian. How much you ask per Quart for this strong Ram 1 

M'DoU. Five Pounds of Beaver for One Quart of Rum. 

Ist Indian. FivePoundsl Too much. Which ia't you cftllPfrePonndl 

APDoU. This little Weight. I otnnot give you more. 

\st Indian. Well, lake 'em ; weigh 'em. Don't you cheat nt now. 

M'DoU. So ; He that cheats an Indian should be hanged. 

[ Weighing Itu Paelt. 
There's Thirty Pounds precisely of the Whole ; 
Five times Six is Thir^. Six Quarts of Rum. 
Jack, measure it to them ; you know the Cask. 
This Runt is sold. Yon draw It off the best 

[Exeunt Indians to neeivt that B»rt 

Mvrpheg. By Jove, you've gained more in a single Honr 
Than ever I have done in Half a Tear ; 
Curse on my Honesty I I might have been 
A litde King, and lived without Concern, 
Had I bat known the proper Arts to thrir*. 
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ifDoU. Ay, tbere'i tbe Ws^, mj honmt Friend, to live. 

There's Ninety Weight of aterilng Beaver fbr you, 
Worth all the Rnm and Trinkets to my Store ; 
And, would mj Conscience let me do the Thing, 
I might enhance my Price, and leisen their*. 
And raise my Profits lo a higher Fitoh. 

Afurpho). I can't hnt Ihank yoa for yonr kind Tnttmotimw, 
As IVom tiiem I eipect to reap Advantage. 
But should the Dogs detect me in the Fraud, 
They are malidoui, and would have Berenge. 

M'Dote, Can't you avoid them ? Let their Vengeance Hght 
On others Heads, no matter whose, if you 
Are but Secnre, and have the Gain in Hand ; 
For they're indiff'reut where they lake Revenge, 
Whether on him that cheated, or his Friend, 
Or on a Stranger whom they never saw. 
Perhaps an honest Peasant, who ne'er dreanrt 
Of Fraud or Villainy in all his Life ; 
Such let them murder, if they will, a Score, 
Tbe Ouilt is theirs, while we lecnre the Gain, 
Nor shall we (eel the bleeding Victim's Fain. [Siemu 



ficENB n. — A Debaet. 
Enter Obsbouxs and HonmiAn, Two Englirh Hunlvi. 

Ortboam. Long have we toil'd, and rang'd the woods in vain ; 
So Game, nor Track, nor Sign of any Kind 
Is to be leen ; I swear I am diecourag'd 
And weary'd out with this long Ihiitleas Hunt 
Ko Life on Earth hesides is half so hard. 
So ftill of Disappointments, as a Hunter's : 
Each Morn he wakes he views the destin'd Prey, 
And counts the Profits of tW ensuing Day j 
Each Ev'ning at his cura'd ill Fortune pines. 
And till next Day his Hope of Gain resigns. 
By Jove, I'll from these Desarts hasten home. 
And swear that never more I'll touch a Gun. 

Homymaa. These haleiii! Indiana kidnap all the Game. 
Cntse their black Heads 1 they &ight the Deer aod Bear, 
And ev'ry Animal that haunts the Wood, 
( )r by their Witchcraft coxflure them away 
No Eoglishman can get a single Shot, 
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./. 
While Ihey go loaded home with Skioi «nd Fnn. 
'Tnera to be wish'd not one of them EurriTed, 
Tbiu to infest the World, and pUgae Mankind. 
Cura'd Heathen InSdeU I mere tavage Beuta 1 
Tliej don't deserve to breathe in ChrUttan Air, 
And should be hanled down like other Brute*. 

Orabimn. I only vish the I^wi permitted n« 
To hunt the Eavage Herd where-e'er tliej're found; 
I'd never leave the Trade of Hunting then, 
While one remain'd Cb tread and range the Wood. 

Honngman. Cune on tlie Law, I eay, that make* it DmA 
To kill an Indian, more than to kill a Snake. 
What if 'tia Peace! these Dogs deserve no Mercf; 
They kill'd mj Father and my eldest Brother, 
Since which I hate their very Looka and Name. 

Orsbount. And I, since they betray'd and kill'd my Uncle, 
Tho' these are not the same, 'twould ease my Heart 
To cleave their painted Heads, and spill theii Blood. 
I do ftUior, detest, and hate them all, 
And now oou'd eat an Indian's Heart with Fleasnre. 

Hotmynum. I'd join you, and soop bis savage Bnint for Smmb 
I lose all Patience when I thiak of them. 
And, if yon will, we'll quickly bare amendi 
For OUT long Travel and succeislesi Hunt, 
And the sweet Pleasure of Revenge to boot. 

Orthom. What will yon do ? Present, and pop wie down T 

Homyman. Tee, &ith, the Srst we meet well fraught with Fan 
Or if there's Two, and we can makp sure Work, 
By Jove, we'll ease the Rascals of their Packs, 
And send them empty home to their own Coontiy. 
But then observe, that what we do is secret. 
Or the Hangman will come in for Snacks. 

Oniioam. Trust me for that ; I'll join witball mj Hewt; 
Nor with a nicer Aim, or steadier Hand 
Would shoot a Tyger than I would an Indian. 
There it a Couple ttalking now this way 
With Insty Packs; Heav'o bvor our Deupi. 
Are you well charged ) 

Boimgmtm. I am. Take yon the nearest. 
And mind to fire exactly when I do. 

Ortbown, A charming Chance I 

Samiiman. Hash, let them itill come nearer. 

[Tkei/ thoot, and tim to r^ &g IncUimt 
They're down, old Boy, a Brace of noble Bucks I 

OrAoan, Well tallow'd &ith, and noble Hides i^on 'em. 

\Ti^iig up a Pack 
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Wa ralglit hare hunted all the Somod thro' 

For Half thii Game, and thought ounelTei well paid. 

Hmrtyman, By Jove, we might, and been at great Ezpenao 
For Lead and Powder ; here's a eingie Sbot. 

OniiDuni. I twear, I hare got ai much as I can can;. 

Hmnymaa. And &ith, I'm not behind ; this Pack ia heaTjr. 
But stop ; we miut conoeal the tawnj Doga, 
Or their bloodthirsty Comitrymen will find them. 
And tl}en we're bit. There'll be the Derll to paj ; 
Tliej'Il murder iii, and cheat the Hangman loo. 

Onboarn. Right We'll prevent ali Mischief of thia Kind. 
Where etudl we hide their aarage Carcsaea 1 

Homu/man. There they will lie conceal'd and anug eooagh. 

But gtay — perhapa ere long tberell be a War, 
And then their Scalpa will aell for ready Cash, 
Two Hundred Crowna at least, and that's worth saving. 

Ors&oum. Well I that la true ; no sooner said than done — 

[Drawing hit Knifl 
I'll strip this Fellow's painted greaey Sknll. [Stripi off the Scafy 

BoaagBuat. Now let them sleep to Night without their Cape, 

ITaia Ihs oUier Scalp. 
And pleasant Dreamt attend their long Bepose. 

OrtJoum. Their Oona and Hatcheta now are lawthl Prize, 
For they'll not need them on their present Journey. 

Hamxymim. The Devil hates Arms, and dreada the Smell of Powder; 
He'U not allow anch InstTumenta a)>out him ; 
They're free tVom training; now, they're in bis Clutches. 

OrtAoum. But, Uonnyman. d'ye think thia is not Murder 1 
I vow I'm shocked a little to see them acalp'd. 
And fear their Ghost* will haunt us in the Dark. 

HoBnyman. It's no more Muider than to crack a Louse, 
That is, if you've the Wit to keep it private. 
And aa to HaunUng, Indiana have no Ghosts, 
Itnt as they live like Beasts, like Beasts they die. 
'I've kilted a Dozen in this sel&ame Way, 
And never yet was troubled with their Splrita. 

OrAnum. Then I'm content; my Scruples are removed. 
And what I've done, mj Consdence juslifles. 
But we must have these Guns and Hatchets alter'd. 
Or they'll detect th' AfiUr, and hang ug both. 

Honnynum. Tbat's quickly done — Let us with Speed ratarn. 
And think no more of being hang'd or haunted ; 
But turn our Fur to Gold, our Gold to Wine, 
Thus gaily spend what we've so silly won. 
And Bless the first Inventor of a Gun. [£xMail. 
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The remaining scenes of tlils act eiliiliit tbe rudeneM and Insolence of 
BHtish officers and soldiers !□ their dealings nith the Indians, and the 
corraption of Britisli eoTerunient agents. Pontiac himself is introduced 
and represented as indignantly complaining of the reception which he 
and his warriors meet with. These scenes are overcharged with hlas- 
phemj and ribaldry, and il is needless to preserve them here. The rest 
of the play is writteQ in tiett«r tut«, and contains several Tigorona 
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DETROIT AKD UICHILLIUACEINAa 



I. Thb Sibgb or Dbtboit. (Cbi^. IX-Xr.j 

The aatbOTitiei conialted reBpecting the siege of Detroit coniiat of 
oumeroua manuscript letters of officers in the fort, including the offlcuAl 
correepoDdeoce of the commanding officer ; of several journals and frag< 
ments of jouTnaU; of extracts from conlamporai; newspapers; and of 
ti'aditions and recoUectionB receiTod &om Indians or af^ed Canadians 
of DetKHL 



Tkb PoKTiiO Mabhsckipt. 

This curious diary was preserreLl in a Canadian brnHy at Detroit, 
ud sftemrards deposited with the Historical Society of Michigan. It is 
conjectured to have been the work of a French priest. Tbe original is 
written in bad French, and several important parts are de&ced or torn 
away. As a literary composilion, it is quite worthless, being very difl^e 
and encumbered with dull and trivial details; yet this very minuteneis 
affords strong internal evidence of its aotlienticity. Its general exactness 
with respect to lacts is fully proved by comparing it with contemponury 
docDments. I am Indebted to General Cass for the copy in my posses- 
sion, as well as for other papeis respecting the war in the neighborliood 
of Detroit. 

The manuscript appears t^ have bean elaborately written out from s 
rough journal kept during the progress of tlie events which it dercrtt>ei 
It commences somewhat ambitiously, as follows : — 

" Pondiac, great chief of all the Otlawas, Chippewas, and PottawaM* 
mies, and of all the nations of the lakes and rivers of the North, a man 
{Hvud, vindictive, warlike, and easily oKnded, under pretence of some 
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lunlt vrbich he thoaght he had received from Mig. Gladwin, Commandn 
Vt (he Fort, conceived thtt, being great chief of all the Korthem nations, 
ml; himgelf and those of hii nationi were entitled to inhabit this portion 
yt tlie earth, vhere for lixtf and odd jrean the French had domiciliated 
for the purpose of trading, and where the Engliah had governed during 
three /eari b^ riglit of the conquest of Canada. The Chief and all his 
natJOD, nhose bravery consists in treachery, resolved within himself tlie 
entire destruction of the English nation, and perhaps the Canadiana. In 
order to succeed in his undertaking, which he had not mentioned to auj 
of his nation the Octawas, he engaged their aid bj a speech, and they, 
■utnrallj inclined to evil, did not hesitate to obey him. Bat, as tliey 
found themselves too weak to undertake the enterprise alone, their 
chief endeavored to draw to his party the Chippewa nation by means 
of a council. Thia nation was governed bj a chief named Ninevois. 
This man, who acknowledged Fondiac as his ctiief, whose mind was weak, 
and whose disposition cruel, liBtened to bis advances, and joined him wilta 
all hi* band. These two nations consisted together of about fbur hun- 
dred men. This number did not appear to him sufficient. It became 
necessary to bting into their interests the Euroni. This naUon, divided 
into two bands, was governed by two different chiefs of digsimilar charao. 
ter, and nevertheless both led by their spiritual fiither, a Jesuit. The 
two chieft of this last nation were named, one Takee, of a toiliper similar 
to Fondiac's, and the other Teata, a man of cautious disposidou and of 
perfect prudence. This last was not easily won, and having no disposition 
to do evil, he retUsed to listen to the deputies sent by Fondiac, and sent 
them back. They therefore addressed themselves to the first-mentioned 
of this nation, by whom they were listened to, and from whom tbey 
received the war-belt, with promise to Join themselves to Pondiao and 
Ninevois, the Ottawaa and Chippewas <^efi. It was settled by means 
of wampum belts, (a mancer of making themselves understood amongst 
distant savages,) that they should hold a council on the 2Tth of April, 
when should be decided the day and hour of the attack, and the precau- 
tions necessary to take in orderthat their perfidy should not be discoveted. 
The manner of counting used by the Indians is by the moon ; and it was 
resolved in the way I have mentioned, tJiat this comidl shonld be held on 
the 16th day of the moon, which coTresponded with Wednesday tbe 27th 
of the month of April." 

The writer next describes the council at the Biver Eoorces, and recount* 
at full lengti the story of the Delaware Indian who visited the Great 
Spirit. " The Chitjfs," he says, " lisleried to Pondiao as to an oracle, and 
told him they were ready to do any thing ho should require." 

He relates with gieat minuteness how Pontiac, with his chosen war. 
ilore, came to the fort on the Ist of May, to dance the calumet dance, 
and observe the strength and disposition of the garrison, and describes 
the coundl subsequently held at the Fottawattaroie village, in order to 
adjust the plan of attack. 

"The day fixed upon baring arrived, all the Ottawaa Pondiao at 
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tlieir he«d, tad the bad buid of tbe Hdiodi, Takae U thdr heftd, met el 
the rottawattamie village, where tbe premedibited council weu to he lield. 
Gate was taken to Bend all the vomeo out of the village, that they might 
not diicover what wai decided upon. Pondiac tbeu ordered aentinele to 
be placed around the village, to prevent aay interruption to their coundl. 
Then precaations taken, each seated himself in the circle, according to 
hii rank, and Pondiac, aa great chief of the league, thua addressed them : — 
" It is Important, mj brother*, that we ahould exterminate from our 
land tbii nation, whoae only otgect is oar death. You most be all aeo^- 
tie, aa well aa myeelf, that we csn no longer supply our want* in the way 
we were accuatomed to do with our Fatberg tbe French. They aell na 
their gooda at double tbe price that the French made n* pay, and yet 
their mercbandiie ia good for nothing; for no looner have we bought a 
blanket or other thing to cover us than it ii neceuary to procure othen 
against the time of departing for our wintering ground. Neither will 
they let ns have them on credit, aa our brotbera the French uaed to da 
When I rialt the English chief, and infbrm him of tiie death of any ol 
our comrade!, instead of lameatiug, as our brothers the French used to 
do, they make game of us. If I ask him for any thing fbr our aick, be 
refuses, and tells na be does not want ns, flrom wbitdi itlsaniarent be 
seeks our death. We must therefi>re, in return, destroy them without 
rleliy ; there la nothing to prevent na ; there are but few of them, and 
we shall easily overcome them, — why should we not attack them I Are 
we not ntea% Have I not shown yon the belts I received from onr 
Great Father the King of France 1 He tells us to atrike, — why should 
we not Uslen to his words ! What do you fear ! The time has ftrrived. 
Do you fear that our brotbera the French, who are now among ua, wiU 
hinderust They are not acquainted with our deaigna, and if they did 
know tliem, could they prevent them ? Tou know, as well as myself, 
that when the English came upon our lands, to drive from them onr 
&ther Bellestre, they took from the French oU tbe giins that they have, 
•o that they have now no guns to defend themselTes with. Therefore 
cow ia the time : let us strike. Should there be any French to take their 
pBj-t, let us strike tbem as we do the English. Semember what tbe Giver 
of Life desired our brother the Delaware to do ; this regards us u much 
u it does them. I have sent belts and speeches to our friends the Chip- 
penayi of Saginaw, and our brothers tlie Ottawos of MicbiUimadnac, 
and to thote of the Riviire ft la Tranche, (Thames River,) inviting them 
to join oa, and they wilt not delay. In the mean lime, let na atrike. 
There is no longer any time to lose, and when the English shall be 
defeated, we will stop the way, ao that no more shall return upon our 

" This discourse, which Pondiac delivered in a tone of much energy, 
had upon the whole council all the e&^t which he could have expected, 
■nd they all, with common accord, swore tbe entire destrucdon of the 
English nation. 

"At the breaking up of the council, it waa decided that Pondiac, widi 
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dxtf ctioseD men, sbould go to the Fort to ask for a gmnd couDctl ftom 

ths EDgUsb comniander, and tbal they should hare arms coaceaied under 
llieir blankets. That the remaioder of the village should follow them 
armed with taniahawkB, daggers, and kniies, concealed uuder their 
blankets, and should ester the Fort, and walk about in such a manuer aa 
not to eicite auipicion, whilst the others held council with the Com- 
mander. The Oltawawomen were also to be tiiniisfaed with short guns and 
otlier ofifangiie weapons concealed under Iheir Uankets. Tbey were to 
go into the back streets in the Fort. Ther were tlien to wait for the 
signal agreed upon, which was the cry of death, which the Grand Chief 
was to give, on which the; should altogether strike upon the English, 
taking care not to hurt any of the French inhabiting the Fort." 

The aulhor of the diarj, unlike other contemporary writers. States 
that the plot was disclosed to Qladwyn by a man of the Ottawa tribe, and 
not by an Ojihwa girl. He says, howei'er, that on the day after the fail 
ore of the design Fontiac sent to the Pottawattamie village in order to 
eeize an Ojibwa girl whom he suspected of having betrayed him. 

" Fondiac ordered four Indians to take her and bring her before him ; 
tlieae men, naturally inclined lo disorder, were not long in obeying their 
chief; they crossed the river immediately in front of their village, and 
passed into the Fort naked, having nothing but their breech-clouts on and 
their knives in their hands, and crying all the way that Cbeii' plan had 
been defeated, which induced the French people of the Fort, who knew 
nothing of the designs of the Indians, to suspect that some bad design 
was going forward, eitlier against themselves or the English. They 
arrived at the Pottawattamie village, and in fiuit found the woman, who 
was &r fi-om thinking of them ; nevertheless they seized her, and obliged 
her to march before them, uttering cries of joy in the manner they do 
when they hold a victim in their clntches on whom they are going to 
exercise their cruelty : they made her enter the Fort, and took her befbre 
the Commandant, as if to con&ont her with him, and asked him if it was 
not from her he had learnt their design ; hut they were no better satisfied 
Ihan if they had kept themselves quieL They obtained from that OIHcer 
bi ead and beer for themselves, and for her. They then led her to their 
ithief in the village." 

The diary leaves us in the dark as to the treatment which the girl 
received ; but there is a tradition among the Canadians that Pontiac, with 
his own hand, gave her a severe beating with a species of racket, such as 
the Indians use in their bait-play. An old Indian told Henry Conner, for- 
merly United StatA interpreter at Detroit, that she survived her punish- 
ment, and lived for many years ; but at length, contracting iniemperata 
habits, she fell, when intoxicated, into a kettle of boiUng maple tap, and 
was so severely scalded that she died in consequence. 

The outbreak of boetili^es, the attack on the fbrt, and the detention 
of Campbell and UcDougal are related at great length, and with all thfl 
minuteness of an eye-witness. The substance of the narralive is Incor- 
porated in the bodjr of the work. The diaiy is very long, detailing the 
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iuddeiit* at every pauiDR day, from the Tlh of May to the Slit of Jnly 
Here it break* off abruptly In the middle of a lenience, the remaining pari 
baTiug been Uut or torn away. The following estracla, taken at random 
will aerre to indicate the general style and character of die journal : — 

" Saturday, June 1th. About i F. M. cries of death were heard firon 
the Indian*. The cause was not known, btit it wu supposed they had 
obtained some prize on the Lake. 

" Snnday, June 6th. The IndUue flred a few shots npoo the Fort to- 
day. About 2 P. M. cries of death ware again heard on the opposite side 
of the lUrer. A number of Indians were descried, part on foot and part 
mounted. Others were taking np two tradicg bcrats, which they had 
taken on the lake. The vessel fired several shots at them, tuiping 
they would abandon their prey, but tbey reached Pondiac's camp 
nniqured. . . . 

"About T P. M. news came that a number of Indians had gone down 
as Ar as Turkey Island, opposite the small vessel which was anchored 
there, but that, on seeing them, she had dropped down into the open Lake, 
to wait for a lair wind to come up the river. 

" Monday, June 20th. The Indians flred vome shats upmi the f:»t 
About 4 P. M. news was brought that Presqoisla and Beef River Forts, 
which bad been established by the French, and were now occupied by the 
English, had been destroyed by the Indians. . . . 

" Wednesday, June 22d. The Indians, whose whole attention was 
directed to the vessel, did not trouble the Fort In the course of the day, 
the news of the taking of Presquisle was confirmed, a« a great unmber 
of the Indians were seen coming along the shore with prisoners. The 
Commandant was among the number, and with him one woman: both 
were presented to the Hurons. In tlie afternoon, the Commandant 
received news of the lading of the vessel, and the number of men on 
board. The Indians again visited tlie French for provisions. 

" Thursday, June 2Sd. Very early in the morning, a great number 
of Indians were seen passing behind the Fort : they joined those below, 
and all repured to Turkey Island. The river at this place is vei7 nai>. 
row. The Indians commenced making intrenchmeols of trees, Ac, on 
the beach, where the vessel was to pass, whnse arrival they awaited. 
About ten of the preceding night,thewind coming aft, the vessel weighed 
anchor, and came up the river. When opposite the Island the wind foU, 
and they were obliged to throw the anchor ; as they knew Ihey could not 
reach the Fort without being attacked by the Indians, they kept a strict 
watch. In order to deceive the Indians, the captain bad hid in the hold 
sixty of his men, suspecting that the Indians, seeing only about a dozeu 
men on deck, would try to take the vessel, which occurred as he expected. 
About 9 at night they gotin their canoes, and made forthe vessel, intending 
to board her. They were seen tar off by one of the sentinels. The cap- 
tun immediately ordered np all his men in the greatest silence, and placed 
them along the sides of the vessel, with their guns in their liands, loaded, 
with orders to wait the signal for firing, which was the rap of a hammef 
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M ttie matt The lodEasi were alloired to approach within lem than 
gniMhot. wh«) the signal wae git en, and a discharge of cannon and small 
arms made npoa them. They retreated to their intrenebmeiit with th» 
lots of ronrteen killed and fourteen wounded ; from which they Bred dar 
ing the night, and wounded two men. In the momiag the resael dropped 
down to the Lake for a more &Torabie wind. 

"Friday, June '24th. The Indians were occnpied with the Tessel, 
Two Indians back of the Fort were pursued by twenty men, and escaped. 

" Saturday, Jane 26Ui. Nothing occurred this day. 

" Sunday, June 28th. Nothing of consequence. 

" Monday, June 27th. Mr. Gamelin, who waa in the practice of vljit- 
Ing Messrs. Campbell and McDougall, brought a letter to the Coramandant 
from Mr. Campbell, dictated by Pondiac, in which he requested the Com- 
mandant to surrender Hie Fort, as in a few days he expected Kee-no-chu- 
meck, great chief of the Chippewa^, with eight hundred men of hia 
nation ; that be ( Pondiac) would not then be able to command them, and 
as soon as they arrired, they would scalp all the EngMsh in the Fort Tlie 
Commandant only aniwered that he cared as little for him as he did for 

" This evening, the Commandant was Infbrmed that the Ottawa* and 
Chippewas had nndertal^en another nift, which might be more worthy of 
attention than the former onea : it was reported to be of pine boards, and 
intenfled to be long enough to go across the river. By setting Are t« every 
part of it, ft conld not help, by its length, coming in contact with the 
Tessel, which by this means they expected wonld certainly take fire. 
Some firing took phice between the vessel and Indians, but without effect. 

" Tuesday, July 19th. The Indians attempted to fire on the Forli 
but being discovered, tliey were soon made to retreat by a few shot. 

" Wednesday, Jn^ 20th. ConflrmaUon came to the Fort of the report 
«f the 18th, aai that tbe Indians had been four days at work at their 
taft, and that it would take eight more to finish it The Commandant 
ordered that two boats should be lined or clapiraardcd with oak plank, 
two inches thick, and the same defence to be nUeed above the gunnels of 
the boats of two feet high, A swivel was put on each of them, and placed 
in such a way that they could be pointed in three different directions. 

" Thursday, July 21st. The Indians were too busily occupied to pay 
•ny attention to the Fort ; ao earnest were they in the work of the reft 
that they hardly allowed themselves time to eat. The Commandant 
flirlher availed himself of the time allowed him before the premeditated 
attack to put every thing in proper order to repulse it. He ordered tliat 
two strong graplins should be provided for each of the barges, a strong 
inn chain of fifteen feet was to be attached to the boat, and conducting a 
strong cable under water, ftstcned to the graplins, and the boats were 
intended to be so disposed as to cover the vessel, by mooring them, by the 
help of the above preparations, above her. The inhabitants of the S. W, 
ridga, or hill, again got a felse alarm. It was said the Indiann intended 
■ttacking them daring the night : they kept on their guard till morning. 
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"Friday, Jolj 22d. An Abenakee Indian arrived thtg d>7, iRjing 
that he came direct from Montreal, and gare oat that a large fleet of 
French was on ila wa.7 to Canada, Aill of troops, to duposieu the English 
of the country. HoweTer tkllacioua such a story might appear, it had the 
effect of rousing Fondiac from his inaction, and the Indians set about 
their raft with more energy than ever. They had left off workirg at it 
since yesterday." . . . 

It is needless to ctmtinne theie extracts fiuiher. Those already given 
will convey a sufficient idea of the character of the diary. 



KEMINISCENCE8 OF AGED CANADIANS. 

About the year 1824, General Cass, with the design of writing a nar 
rative of the siege of Detroit by PonOac, caused inquiry to bo mad* 
among the aged Canadian inhabitants, many of whom could distinctly 
remember the events of 176S. The accounts received from them were 
committed to paper, and were placed by General Cass, with great liber- 
ality, in the writer's hands. They aObrd an interesting mass of evidence, 
as worthy of confidence as evidence of the kind can be. With but one 
eicceplion, — the account of Maxwell, — they do not clash with the testi- 
mony of contemporary documents. Much cantioa bas, however, been 
otiserved in ttieir use ; and 00 essential statement has been made on their 
unsupported authority. The roost prominent of these accounts are thosa 
of Peltier, St Aubin, Oouin, Meloche, Parent, and Maxwell. 

Pei^ibb's Acconnr. 
M. Peltier was seventeen years old at the time of Pontiac's war. Bu 
narrative, though one of the longest of the collection, is imperfbct, siBce, 
during a great part of the siege, he was absent from Detnnt in search of 
runaway horses, belonging to his father. Hia recollection of the earlier 
part of the affiijr is, however, clear and minute. He relates, with apparer.t 
credulity, the story of the hand of the murdered Fisher protruding from 
the earth, as if in supplication for the neglected rites of bnrial. He ra- 
memlters that, sooo afler the ^ure of Pontiac's attempt to surprise th« 
garrison, he punished, by a severe flowing, a woman named Catharine, 
accused of having betrayed the plot. He was at Detroit during the 
several attacks on the armed vessels, and the attempt! to set them on 
flie by mean* of blazing rafts. 

St. Aubin's Accomrr. 
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cm the gairisoii, and ditcoTcred the iDdtana in tbe act of sawing off tha 
tnnczles of tht'ir guns, as related in the narratire. lie rememberB Poll- 
tiac at his beadqoarlen, at the house of Meloche ;, where his commls. 
■aries BSrved ont provision to the Indians. He himself was among those 
who conveyed catUe across the river lo the English, at a time when thejr 
were threatened with starvation. One of his most vivid recollections is 
that of seeing Che head of Captain Dolzell stuck od the picket of a garden 
fbnce, on the day aflei the battle of Bloody Bridge. His nerratlTe U one 
of the most copioos and authentic of the seriea 

Qohik's a coo out. 

M. Gouin was but eleven jeais old at the time of the war. Hit father 
was a prominent trader, and had great influence over the Indians. On 
several occasions, he acted as mediator between them and the English; 
and when M^jor Campbell was bent on visiting the camp of Pontiac, the 
elder Qouin ttrennouslj endeavored to prevent the attempt. Pontiac 
often came to him for advice. His son bears emphatic testimony to the 
extraordinarj control which the chief exerdaed over his followers, and to 
the address which he displayed in the management of his commissary 
department. This account cootmos many partlcnlara not elsewhere men- 
tioned, though bearing all the appearance of truth. It appears to have 
been composed partly fh>m the recollections of the younger Gouin, and 
partly from infonnalloD derived &om his fiither. 

Mbloohb'b Aocodxt. 

Mad. Meloche lived, when a child, on the borders of the Detrdt, be 
tween the river and the camp of Pontiac. On one occasion, when Iha 
English were cannonading the camp feoja their armed schooner in the 
river, a shot struck her other's house, throwing down a part of the walls. 
After the death of M^'or Campbell, she picked np a pocket-book belong- 
ing to bim, which the Indians had left on the gronnd. It was flill nf 
papers, and she carried it to the English in the fbrL 

P^bent'i Accomrr. 

M. Parent was twenty-two years old when the war hrote ont Hi* 
lecotlectioni of the siege are, however, less exact than those of some 
of the fbrmer witnesses, though his narrative preserves ieveral InCer- 
estiog luddenti. 

&fuCWKI,L's AOCOOKT. 

Maxwell WB> an English provimdal, and pretended to have been ■ 
soldier under Gladwyn. His story belies the statement It has all the 
air of a narrative made np from hearsay, and hirgely embellished from 
imagination. It has been made use of only in a few instances where it li< 
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Amply lapported by leas qnettionable evideiice. Thii account leemt to 
have been committed 10 paper by Maxwell blmaelf, aa tbe at;le it very 
rode Bud illiterate. 

The remaining mannaeripU consulted with reference to the afege of 
Detroit hare been obtained from the State Paper Office of London, and 
from a few private aatograpb collectiona. Some addition^ information 
haa been flerired from the columns of the New York Mercury, and the 
Pennsylvania Gazette fbr 1763, where Tarious letters written b; offlcen 
at Detroit are published. 



2. Teb Massaobb of Michiluuaoeihio. (Chap. XYII.) 

The following letter may be regarded with interest, as baring been 

written by the commander of the nnfortnnate garrison a few days after 

the massacre. A copy of the orif^nal was procured from the State 

Paper Office of London. 

Sir: MlcUlUnuuddnao, la Jane, im 

Notwithstanding that I wrote you in my last, that all the saragea were 
arrived, and that every thing seemed in perfect tranqnillity, yet, on the 
2J Inslant, the Chippewaa, who live in a plain near this fort, assembled 
to play ball, as they had done almost every day aince their arrival. They 
played from morning till noon ; tben throwing their ball close to the gats, 
and observing Lieut. Lesley and me a few paces out of it, they came 
behind as, seized and carried us into the woods. 

In the mean time the rest rushed into tbe Fort, where they finind 
tbtir aqaaws, whom they had previously planted there, with their hatehets 
hid under their blankets, which they took, and in an instant killed Lieut. 
Jamet and fifteen rank and file, and a trader named Tracy. They 
wounded two, and took the rest of the garrison prisoners, five [seven, 
Henry] of whom they have since killed. 

They made prisoners all tbe English Traders, and robbed tbem of 
every thing they had ; but they ofifered no violence to the persona or 
property of any of the Frenchmen. 

When that massacre was over, Messrs. Langlade and Farii, the Inter- 
preter, came down to the place where Lieut. Lesley and me were 
prisoners ; and on their giving themselves as security to return us when 
demanded, they obtained leave for us to go to the Fort, under a guard of 
savages, which gave time, by the assistance of the gentlemen above-men- 
tioned, to send for the Outaways, who came down on tbe first notice, and 
were very much displeased at what tlie Chippeways bad done. 

Since the arrival of the Outaways they have done every thing in their 
power to serve ae, and with what prisoners tbe Cbippeways bad f^ven 
them, and what they have bought, I have now with me Lieut. Lesley 
and eleven privates; and the other four of the Garrison, who are yet 
living, remain in the hands of tbe Cbippeways. 
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The Chlppewajs, who are saperior in number to (he Ottavaya, hava 
dddared in Council to them that if they do not remove ui out of the For^ 
the; will cm off all communication to thia Post, hy nhich meana all the 
ConyoyB of Marchanta from MontreaJ, La Baye, St. Joseph, and the 
upper poala, would penah. But if the newa of your poata being attacked 
(which Ihejsay waa the reajion why they took up the liatchet) befelae, and 
you can aeud up a atrong reintbroement, with provisiona, &c., accompanied 
by aome of your eavagea, I believe the post might be re-establiahed 

Since this aShir happened, two canoes arrived Ihiin Montreal, nhicli 
put in my power to make a present to the Uttaway nation, who very well 
deaerve any thing that can be done for them. 

I have been very mnch obligeil to Mesara. Langlade and Farli, the 
Interpreter, ai likewiae to the Jesuit, for the many good offices they 
have done us on Ihia occaaion. The Frieat aeema inclinable to go down 
to your poat for a day or two, which I am very glad of, aa he ia a 
rery good man, and had a great deal to say with the aavages, hereabout, 
who will believe every thing he tella thern On hia return, which I hope 
will be soon. The Outawaya aay they will take Lieut. Lesley, me, 
and the Eleven men which I mentioned before were in their handa, up 
to their village, and there keep ua, till they hear what ia doing at your 
Post. They have aent thia canot for that purpoae. 

I refer yon to the Priest Bjr the particnlara of thia melancholy aflkJr, 
and am. Dear Sir, 

Tours very aincerely, 

[Signed] Geo. Gtsbbihotor 
To Uuoa Gi.u>WTii. 

P. S. Thelndians that are to carry the PHeat to Detroit will not imder- 
take to land him at the Port, but at some of the Indian villagea near 
it; BO you muat not take it amiss that he does not pay you the fiist 
Tiait. And once more I heg that nothing may atop your sending of lUm 
back, the next day after his arrival, if possible, aa we sliall be at a great 
loss fbr the want of him, and I make no doubt that yon wil! do all in your 
power to make peace, as you see the situation we are in, and send Dp 
provision as soon ai possible, and Ammunition, as what we had wat 
pillaged by the aavagea. 

GXO. ElBBKI7fiI0II. 
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THE WAB ON THE BORDBHS. 



Thb Battlb oy BnsHi Bmr. (Chap. XX.) 

The deepatche* written by Colonel Bouquet, Immediately afler Uis 
two battle* near Buihy Run, contain ao fHill and clear an account of thOM 
engagements, that the collateral authoriliei coniulted have served rather 
to decorate and enliven the narraUve than to add to it any important fhcti. 
The flrat of these ietteri was written by Bouqnet under the apprehension 
that he should not survive the expected conQict of the next day. Both 
were fbrwarded to fhe commander-in-chief by the same express, within a 
few daya after the victory. The letters as here ^ven were copied from 
the originals in tlie London office*. 



Sir: 

The Second Instant the Troop* and Convoy Arrived at Ligonler, 
whence I could obtain no Intelligence of the Enemy ; The Expresses 
Sent since the beginning of July, having been Either killed, or Obliged 
to lietnm, all the Passes being Occupied by the Enemy ; In this uncer- 
tainty I Determined to Leave all the Waggons with the Powder, and a 
Quantity of Stores and Provisions, at Ligouier ; And on the 4th pro 
ueeded with the Troops, and about 850 Horses Loaded with Flotir. 

I Intended to liave Halted to Day at Bushy Bun, (a Uite beyond thii 
Camp,) and after having Iteli«shed the Men and Horses, to have Marched 
fn the Night over Turtle Creek, a very Dangerous DeSle of Several 
rnles. Commanded by ^gh and Craggy Hills ; But at one o'clock this 
Afternoon, after a march of 17 Miles, the Savages suddenly Attacked our 
Advanced Ouard, which was immediately Supported by the two Light 
Infiintry Companies of the 42d Regiment, Who Drove the Enemy ttota 
their Ambuscade, and pursued them a good Way. The Savages Betumed 
to the Attach, and the Fire being Obstinate on our Front, and Extending 
along our Flanks, We made a OenemI Charge, with the wiiole Line, to 
Dislodge the Savages fi^>m the Heiglits, in which attempt We »ucceeded 
ijiliout Obtaining by it any Decisive Advantage; fbr a* loonatthey 
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were driven from One Post, thej Appeared on Anotber, 'till, bj condonal 
ReinlbrceiDeDti, they were at kit able to Si^rround Us, and attacked the 
ConTOj' left in onr Rear ; Thia Obliged lu to March Back to protect it ; 
Tbe Action thea became General, and thougb vre were attacked on Ever; 
Side, and the Savages Exerted themselvei with UDCOinnion Resolution, 
thej were constantlj Repulsed with Loss. — We alio Sofiered Coiuider- 
ably : Capt. Lieut. Graham, and Lieut Jamea Mclatosh of the 424, 
are Killed, and Capt. Graham Wounded. 

Of the Boyal Amer'n Kegt., Lient. Dow, who acted a« A. D. Q. iL 
G. ii ihot through the Body. 

Of the TTth, Lieut. Donald Campbell, and Mr. Feehlea, a Tolunteer, 
■re Wounded. 

Our Loss in Men, Including Rangers, and Drirera, Exceeds 8ii^, 
BdUed or Wounded. 

The Action has Lasted from One O'Clock 'till Night, And We Expect 
to Begin again at Day Break. Whatever Our Fate may be, I thought it 
necessary to Give Your Excellency this Early Informatioo, that Too 
may. at all Events, take such Measures as Yon will think proper with the 
Frovinoea, for their own Safety, and the E&bctual Relief of Fort Pitt, aa 
In Case of Another Engagement I Fear loturmonntable Difficulties in 
protecting and Transporting our Provisions, being already so much 
Weakened by the Losses of this Day, in Men and Horses ; besides the 
Additional Necessity of Carrying the Wounded, Whose Situation is truly 
Deplorable. 

I Cannot Sufficiently Acknowledge the Constant Assistance I have 
Received from M^jor Campbell, during this long Action ; Nor Express 
my Admiration of the Coot and Steady Behavior of the Troops, Who 
Did not Fire a Shot, without Orders, and Drove the Enemy from their 
Poata with Fixed Bayonets. — The Conduct of the Officers ia mnoh above 
my Praises. 

I Have the 
Honor to be, with great Respect, 

Sir, 

Hsaar Bot)Qtti< 
Ss BxceHency Sib Jbtfbxt Ahhbbbt. 

• Camp at Busby Son, Bth AnKiut, 1TB3. 

Sir 

I Had the Honor to Infbrm Yonr Excellen:^ in my letter of Yesterday 
of our flrat Engagement with the Savages. 

We Took Post last Night on the Hill, where Our Convoy Halted, 
when the Front was Attacked, {a commodious piece of Ground, and Just 
SpadouB Enough for our Ftirpose.) There We Encircled the Whole, and 
Covered our Wounded with the Flour Bags. 

In the Morning the Savages Surrounded our Camp, at the Distance 
of about 500 Yards, and by Shouting and Yelping, quite Round that Ex 
tensive Circnmference, thought to have Terrified Us, with their Numbers 
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They Atlacked TJb E«rly, and, wider Favonr of an Incessant Tiro, made 
Several Bold EETorto lo Penetrate our Camp ; And tho' they Failed in the 
Attempt, our Situation was not the Lese Perplexing, baving Experienced 
that Brisk Attacks Ijad Little Effect npon an Enemy, who always gave 
Way when Presged, & Appeared again Immediately ; Our Troops were 
besides Extremely Fatigued with the Long March, and aa long Action of 
tlie Preceding Day, and Disireesed to the Lait Degree, by a Total Want 
of Water, much more Intolerable than the Enemy's Fire. 

Tied to our Convoy We could not Lose Sight of it, without Exposing 
it, and onr Wounded, to Fall a prey to the Savages, who Pressed upon 
Us OD Every Side ; and to Move it was Impracticable, having lost many 
horses, and most of the Drivers, StupiSed by Pear, hid themselves in the 
Busbes, or were Incapable of Hearing or Obeying Orders. 

The Savages growing Every Moment more Audacions, it wag thought 
proper still to increase their ConSdence ; by that means, if possible, to 
Entice them to Come Close upon Ds, or to Stand their Ground when 
Attacked, With this Yiew two Companies of Ijght Infantry were 
Ordered within the Circle, and the Troops on their Right and Left opened 
their Piles, and Filled up the Space that it might seem they were intended 
to Cover the Ketreat ; The Third Light In&ntry Company, and the 
Orwiadiers of the 42d, were Ordered to Support the two First Coropanya. 
This Manceuvre Succeeded lo Our Wish, for the Few Troops who Took 
possession of the Ground lately Occupied by the two Light Infantry Com 
panys being Brought in Nearer to the Centre of the Circle, the Barbarians, 
mistaMng these Motions for a Retreat, Hurried Headlong on, and Advanc 
ing npon Us, with the most Daring Intrepidity, Galled us Excessively 
with their Beavy Fire ; But at the very moment that. Certain of Success, 
they thought themselves Masters of the Camp, Major Campbell, at the 
Head of the two First Companys, Sallied out from a part of the Hill they 
Could not Observe, and Fell upon their Riglit Flank ; They Resolutely 
Bctumed the Fire, but could not Stand the Irresistible Shock of oar Men, 
Who, Rushing in among them. Killed many of them, and Put the Rest 
to Flight. The Orders sent to the Other Two Companys were Delivered 
so timely by Captain Basset, and Executed with such Celerity and Spirit, 
that the Routed Savages, who happened to Run that Moment befbre their 
Front, Received their Full Fire, when Uncovered by the Trees : The 
Four Companys Did not give them time to Load a Second time, dot 
Even to Look behind them, but Pursued them 'till they were Totally 
Dispersed. The Lett of the Savagei, which had not l>een Attacked, 
were kept in Awe by the Remains of our Troops, Posted on the Brow of 
the Hill, for that Purpose; Nor Durtt they Attempt to Support, or Aasist 
their Bight, but being Witness to their Defeat, followed their Example 
and Fled. Our Brave Men Disdained so much to Touch the Dead Body 
of a Yanqnished Enemy, that Scarce a Scalp was taken. Except by 
tlie Rangers, and Pack Horse Drivers. 

The Woods being now Cleared and the Pursuit over, the Four Com. 
panys took posaenion of a Hill in our Front; andaa soon as Litterg could 
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be made fbr the Woiuded, and the Flour and Every thing HeaOojei, 
which, for want of Horses, could not be Carried, We Marched without 
Molestation to this Camp. After the Severe Correcdon We had given 
the Savages a few hoars before, it waa Natural to Suppoie We should 
Enjoy some Rest ; but Wa had hardly Fixed our Camp, whan they fired 
upon Us again r This was very Provoking I However, the Light Infimlry 
Dispersed them, before they could Receive Orders for that purpose. — I 
Hope We shall be no more Disturbed, for, if We have another Action, 
We shall hardly be able to Carry our Wounded. 

The Behavior of the Troops, on this Oecaaion, Spealia for itaelf so 
Blronglf , that for me to Attempt their Eologium, would but Detract from 

I Have the Honor to be, most Respectfully, 
Sir, 
£ca. 

Ubnkt BonqiTBT. 

P. 8. I Have the Honor to Enclose the Betiim of the Killed, Womidea, 
and Missing in the two Engagement4. 

H.B. 
tO» BzcelleDf^ Sut Juvbot Amobmt. 
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THE PAXTON BI0T8. 



1. EviDKiOB AflAiMii IBB Induni Or CoHSHToaA. (Chap. XXIV.| 

Abrkham Newcomer, a MeDnonut, by trade a Qammith, upaa hit 
afflnnation, declared that nTeral times, within theae tev jean, Bill Soe 
and Indian John, two of the CoDestogue Indiana, threatened to Hcatp him 
fbr reftuing to mend their tomahawks, and swore they would as soon tu*1p 
him at they woold a dog. A few dajs before Bill Soc wsa killed, he 
brought a tomahawk to be steeled. Bill said, " If you will not, III have 
It mended to yonr lorrow," from wliich expression I apprehended danger. 

Mrs. Thompson, of the borough of Lancaster, personally appeared 
befbre the Chief Burgess, and npon her solemn oath, on the H0I7 Eran- 
geliata, said that in the summer of ITSl, Bill Soc came to her apartment, 
and threatened ber life, saying, " I kill yoD, all Lancaster can't catch me," 
which filled me with terror; and this lady further siud. Bill Soc added, 
" Lancaster is mine, and I will hare It yet" 

CoIonelJohn Hsmbright, gentleman, an eminent Brewer of the Borough 
of Lancaster, personally appeared before Robert Thompson, Esq.. a jua- 
tice for the comity of Lancaster, and made oath on the Holy Evangelists, 
that, in August, J757, he, an officer, was sent for prorision from Fort 
Auguata to Fort Hunter, that on his way he rested at M'Kee's old placet 
a Sentinel was stationed behind a tree, to prevent surprise. The Sentry 
gave notice Indians were near; the deponent crawled up the bank and 
discovered two Indians ; one was Bill Soc, lately killed at Lancaster. He 
called Bill Soo to come to him, but the Indians ran off. When the depo- 
nent came to Fort Hunter, he learnt that an old man had been killed the 
day before ; Bill Soc and his companion were believed to be the perpe- 
trators of the murder. He, the deponent, had frequently seen Bill Soo 
and fome <^ the Coneatogne Indiaua at Fort Augusta, trading with the 
Indians, bnt, after the murder of the old man, Bill Soc did not appear at 
that Garrison. 

JOHH HaKBBIOBT. 

Sworn and Subscribed the 2Sth of Feb . 17S4. before me, 

BoBEST THoiiraoH, Justice 
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Charlei Cimninghani, of the cauntj of LiincaBler, personall; appeared 
before me Thoma< Foater, Esq., one of the MHgutratcs for aajd county, 
and being qualified sccarding to law, doth depose and aaj, that he, the 
deponent, lieard Jothua James, an Indian, eay, that he nerer killed a white 
muj in hU life, but six dutcbmea ttiat he killed in the Miolsiuka. 

Chabi^h CtisKiaaaxit, 

Sworn to, and SubBcribed before Thomas Fostbs, Justice. 

Alexander Stephen, of the count}' of Lancaster, personally appeared 
before Thomas Foster, Esq., one of Ibe Magistrates, and t>eine; duly qual- 
ifled according to iaw, doth say, that Cotutayak Sallj, an Indian noman, 
told him that the Conestogue Indians had killed Jegrea, an Indian, becauM 
he would not join the Coneatogue Indians in destroying the English. 
Jamea Cotter told the deponent that he was one of the three that killed 
old William Hamilton, on Sherman's Creek, and also another man, with 
HTeo of his &mI1;. James Cotter detoanded of the deponent a canoe, 
which the morderers had left, as Cotter told him when the murder hbs 



Alexakdeb Sicrasir. 
Taoius FosniR, Justice. 

^Dte. — Jegrea wa« a Warrior Chief, ftiendly to the Whites, and he 
threatened the Conettogne Indians with his vengeance, if thej harmed 
the English. Cotter waa one of the Indians, killed in Lancaster count;r> 
In 176S. 

Anne Mary Le Hoy, of Lancasfer, appeared before tiie Chief Bui^ess, 
and being swom on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, did depose 
abd say, that in the year 1155, when her Fatlier, John Jacob Le Roy, and 
many others, were murdered by the Indians, at Mahoney, she, her brother, 
and some others were made prisoners, and taken to Eittanning; that 
■(ranger Indians visited them ; the Trench told them they were Conea~ 
togue Indiana, and that Isaac was the only Indian true to their interest . 
and that the Conest<qpie Indians, with the exception of Isaac, were ready 
to lift the hatchet whan ordered by the French. She asked Bill Soc'a 
mother whether she had ever been at EitlatUDingt she said "no, but hel 
•nn, Bill 800, had been there often ; that he waa good for nothing." 

MiRT Lx Bor 



2. FaoOBBDiiroi of ram Biorsio. (Chap. XXXV., SXV.) 

I>epositfDn of Felix Donolly, keeper of Lancaster J^. 

This deposition is Imperfect, a part of the manuscript having bsMi 
defaced or torn away. The original, in the handwriting of Edward Ship- 
pen, the chief magistrate of Lancaster, was a few years since In the poa- 
■Bsaion of Bedmond Conyngham, Esq. 

The breaking open the door alarmed me ; armed men broke in ; they 
~ id the strange Indian to be given up ; they ran by me ; the Indiana 
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puBted their Intention ; ttiej seized billets of wood from the pOe ; bat 
the three most acttre were shot ; others came to their auistance ; I was 
(tapefied ; before I could shake off mj surprise, the Indiana were killed 
«nd their murderers away. 

Q. Tou SBj, " IndioDB armed themselves with wood ; " did those Indiana 
attaclc the rioters ? 

A. They did. If the; had not been shot, they would liave, killed the 
men who entered, for they were the strongest. 

Q. Could the murder have been prevenied by you ^ 

.J. No : I nor no person here could have prevented it 

Q. What number were the rioters ? 

A. I should say fifty. 

Q. Did you know any of them • 

A. Ho ; they were strangers. 

Q. Do you now know who was in command 1 

A. I have been told, Lazanis Stewart of Donegal. 

Q. If the Indians bad not attempted resistance, would the men have 
Bed! (Bred?) 

A. I couldn't tell ; I do not know. 

Q. Do you think or believe that tlie rioter* came with the intent to 
murder I 

A. I heard them say, when they broke in, they wanted a strange Indian. 

Q. Was their olgect to murder him t 

A. From what I baie heard since, I think they meant to carry him off i 
that is my belief. 

Q. What was their purpose T 

A. I do not know. 

Q. Were the Indians killed all friends of this province ) 

A. I have been told they were not. I cannot tell of myself; I do not 

Donoily was suspected of a secret inclination in ftvor of the rioten. 
In private conversation he endeavored to place tlieir conduct in as fiivor- 
able a light as possible, and indeed such an intention ia apparent in the 
above deposition. 

Letter from Edward Shippen to Oovemor Ilamilton. 

IdncaiCer, -^-, ITH. 
Honoured Sir: 

I furnish yon with a full det^ of all the parliculars that could be gath. 
ered of the unhappy tmnaactioos of the foarteenth and twenty-seventh of 
December last, as painful for yon to read as me to wiite. The Deposi- 
tions can only state the lact that the Indians were killed. Be assured the 
Borough Authorities, when Ihey placed the Indians in the Workhouse, 
thought it a place of security. I am sorry the Indians were not removed 
to Philadelphia, as recommended by iw. It is loo late to remedy. It is 
much to be regretted that there are evil-minded persons among UB, who 
are trying to ccorupt the minds of the people by idle tales and horrible 
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— are injuiing the character of Taany of our moat reepectable 
people. That printere should have lent their aid aeloniahes me irben they 
are employed bv the ABeembly to print their lawa. I can see no good in 
meeting their blseboods by counter Btalementa. 

The Rev. Mr. Elder and Mr. Harris ore determined to rel; upon the 
reputation thej hare bo veil establiahed. 

Foi myself, 1 can only say that, possessing yoar confidence, and thai 
of the Proprietaries, nith a quiet conscience, 1 regard not the uuJignant 
pent of secret assailants — men who had not the courage to affix their 
names. la it not strange Chat a too ready belief iras at first given to the 
ilanderoua epistles! Resting on the favor I have enjoyed of the Govern- 
ment; on the confidence reposed in me, by you and the Proprietariea ; 
by tlie esteem of my &llow-men m Lancaster, I silently remun passive. 
Youra aQtetionat«ly, 

Edwikd fiatPPffiK 



The storm wliicb had been so long gathering, has at length exploded. 
Had Government removed the IndinDs from Coneatoga, which bad'fre- 
quendy been urged, vithout success, this painful cataatrophe might have 
been avoided. What could I do with men heated to madneas ! AU that 
I could do, was done; I eipoalulated ; but life and reason were set at 
defiance. And yet the men, in private life, are virtuous and respectable : 
not cruel, but mild and merciful. 

The time will arrive when each palliating circnmatance will be calmly 
weighed. This deed, magnified into the blocteat of crimes, shall be con- 
ndered one of those youthful ebul^dons o^ wrath caused by momentary 
a which human infirmity is subjected. 



O'Hara mounted on his Steed, 
(Descendant of that self-same Ass, 
That bore his Grandsire Hudibraa,) 
And from that same exalted Slalioi), 
Pronounced an horCory Oration : 
For he was cunning as a Fox, 
Had read o'er Calvin and Dan Nox ; 
A man of most profound Discerning, 

Well versed in P n Learning. 

Bo alter hemming thrice to clear 

Hts Throat, and banish thonghts of (bar, 

And of the mob obtaining Silence, 

Ho thui went on — " Dear Sirs, a while rinco 
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Ta know u lioir the Indian BobUe, 
With practices untramui table. 
Did come npon oar quiet Borden, 
And there commit most deeperate mordeiw 
Sid tomahawk, butchec, wound and crippto 
With cruel Rage, the Lord's own Feoitei 
Did war moBt implacable wage 
With God'» own chosen heritage ; 
Did from our Brethren take their Htm, 
And kill our Children, kine and wives. 
Now, Sirs, I ween it is but right, 
That we upon these Canaanites, 
Without delay, should Yeogeauce take. 
Both for our own, and the E— k's sake ; 
Should totally destroy the heathen, 
And ne»er till we've billed 'em leave 'em j — 
Destroy them quite frae out the Land; 
And for*it we have God'a Command. 
We should do him a muckle Pleasure, 
As je in your Books ma; read at leisura.' 
Ee paused, as Orators are Used, 
And from his pocltet quick produced 
A friendly Vase well ator'd and flII'd 
With good old whiskey twice distill'd. 
And b&viD([ refresh'd liis inward dmii. 
Went on with his harangue again. 
" Is't not, my Brethren, a pretty Story 
That we who are the I^uid's chief Glory, 
Who are i" the number of God's elecled, 
Should slighted thus be and neglected ! 
That HB, who're the only Gospel Church, 
Should thus be lef^ here in the lurch ; 
Whilst our most antichiistian foes. 
Whose trade is war and hardy blows, 
(At least while some of the same Colour, 
With those who've caused us alt this Dolor,) 
In matchcoats warm and blankets dree^ 

Are by the Q rs much caress'd. 

And live in peace by good warm flret. 
And have the eilent of their desires t 
Shall we put by such treatment basel 
By Noi, we wont I " — And broke his Vase. 
" Seeing then we've such good cause to hate e 
What I inteod's to extirpate 'em ; 
To suffer them no mote to thrive. 
And leave uor Root nor Branch alive ; 
But would we madly leave our wivet 
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And Children, and expoae our Htm 

In tean^ of these wh' infest our botdera, 

And peipetrate lach cruel morden ; 

It it inoet likely, by King Harry, 

That we aliould in the end miscarry. 

I deem therefore the wisest course is. 

That those who've beasts shoald mount their honM, 

And those who've none should march on foot. 

With as much quickaess as nil! suit, 

To where those heathen, nothing fearful, 

Tbat we will on their front and rear fall, 

Eqjoy Sweet Otium in their Cotts, 

And dwell securely in their Hutts, 

And as they've nothing to defend them, 

Well quickly to their own place send them ! " 



Faxtoo, Fab. 1, ITM. 
Dear Sir: 

Since I sealed the Governor's Letter, which you'll please to deliver to 
him, 1 suspect, from the frequent meetings I hear the people have had in 
divers paru of the Frontier Counties, that an Expedition is immediately 
designed against the Indians at Philadelphia. It's well known that I 
have always used my utmost endenvors to discourage these proceeding ; 
bnt to little purpose : the rainds or the Inhabitants are so exasperated 
^[ainsC a particular set of men, deeply concerned in the government, for 
the singular regards they have always shown to savagea, and the heavy 
burden by their means laid on the province in maintaining an expensiva 
Trade and holding Treaties from time to time with the savages, without 
any prospect of advantage either to his Majesty or to the province, bow 
beneflrial soever it may have been to individuals, that it's in vain, nay 
even unsafe for any one to oppose their measures ; for were Col. Shippen 
here, tho' a gentleman highly esteemed by the Frontier inliabitants, ho 
wo'jld soon find it useless, if not dangerous, to act in opposition to an 
enraged multitude. At flrat tliere were but, as I think, few concerned ia 
these liote, & nothing intended by some but to ease the province of part 
of its burden, and by others, who had suffered greatly in the late war 
the gniUfying a spirit of Bevenge, yet the manner of the Quakers 
resenting these things bas been, I think, very injurious and impolitick. 
The Preabyteriani, who are the moat numerous, I imagine, of any denom- 
ination in tlie province, are enraged at their being charged in bulk wltb 
these f^ts, nnder the name of Scotch-Irish, and other ill-natured titles, 
and that the killing the Conestogoe Indians is compared to the Irish 
Massacres, and reckoned the most barbarous of either, so that things are 
grown tothat pitch now that the country see ma determined that no Indian 
Treaties ibaU be held, or savages maintained at Che expense of ths 
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prorince, onleu hii Mq'eat; '■ pleasare od tbeeo beadt la well known , 
Ibr I nndentood U> my great latJsQictioii that amid our great conftuiaiu, 
(here are none, eren of the moat warm and furioua tempers, but wbat 
are warmly attached to hie Majesty, and would cbeerAiUj riek their Urea 
to promote hU lerTice. What the nmnbera are of those going on tha 
above-moniioned Expedition, I can't possibly learn, aa I'm informed they 
are collecting in all parts of the province ; howeTer, this much may be 
depended on, that they have the good wishes of the country in general, 
and that there are few but what are now either one way or other em- 
barked in the a&ir, tho' some particular persons, I'm informed, are 
grossly misrepresented in Philadelphia! even my neighbor, Mr. Harris, 
it's B^d, is looked on there as the chief promoter of these riots, yet it's 
entirely false ; he had aided as much iu opposidon to these measures aa 
be could with any safety in his situation. Reports, however groDndlesa, 
are spread by designing men on purpose to in&ame matters, and enrage 
the parties against each other, and various methods oaed to accomplish 
their pemi<nous ends. As I am deeply concerned Tor the welfore of my 
country, I would do every thing in my power to promote ita interesta. 
I thought proper to give you these few hints j you'll please to make 
what use you think proper of them. I would heartily wish that some 
eShctual measures might be taken to beal these growing evils, and tbii 
I judge may he yet done, and Col. Armstrong, who is now in tovn, may 
be usefiilty employed for this purpose- 
Sir, 



Exttacit from a Quaker letter <» the Faxton riots. 

This letter is written with so much fidelity, and In so Impartiiil ■ 
tinrit, that it must always remain one of the best authorities iu reference 
to these singular events. Althoagh in general very accurate, its testimony 
has in a f^w instances been set aaide in &vor of Uie more direct evidence 
of eye-witnesses. It was published by Hazard in the twelfth volume 
of hia Pennsylvania Better. I have, however, eiamined the original, 
which ia still preserved by a fimiily iu Philadelphia. The extracts here 
given Jbrm but a small part of the entire letter. 

Before I proceed farther it may not be amias to infbrm thee that a great 
Dumber of the inhaUlanta here approved of killing the Indians, and 
decUred that they would not offer to oppose the Paxtoneers, tmless they 
attacked the citizens, that is to say, themselves — for, if any judgment 
was to be ibrmed &om countenances and behavior, those who depended 
npon them fi>r defence and protection, would have found their confidence 
•hoekingly misplaced. 

The number of persons in arms that moming was about six hundred, 
and as it was expected the insurgents would attempt to cross at the mlddto 
01 upper fierTy, orden were sent to bring the boats to this side, anrl la taka 
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tiway tlie ropes. Cooriers were dow Been continuall}' conjlng in, tJteir 
horses all of a foam, and people running with the greatest eagerness to ask 
them where the enemy were, and what were their numbers. The answers 
to these questions were various : sometimes tbej were at a distance, then 
near at hand — sometimes they were a thousand strong, then five hundred, 
then fifteen hundred ; in short, all was doubt and uncertainty.' 

About eleven o'clock it was recollected the boat at the Sweed's ford wa* 
not secured, which, in the present case, was of the utmost consequence, 
Ibr, as there was a considerable freshet in the Schuylkill, the secuiing that 
host would oblige them to march some distance up the river, and thereby 
retard the execution of their scheme at least a day or two longer. . Sev 
eral persona therefore set off immediately to get it pertbrmed ; but they 
had not been gone long, before there was a general nproar — They am 
coming I they are coming I Where! where? Down Second street I 
down Second street! Such of the company as had grounded their fire- 
locks, flew to arms, and began to prime ; the artillery-men threw them- 
selves into order, and the people ran to get out of the way, for a troqp of 
armed meo, on horseback, appeared in reality coming down the street 
and one of the artillery-men was just going to apply the falai match, when 
a person, perceiving the mistake, clapped his hat upon the toach-bole of 
the piece he was going to fire. Dreadflil would have been the conse- 
qt^ence, had the cannon discharged; for the men that appeared proved 
to be a company of German butcliera and porters, under the command 
of Captain Hoffman. They had just collected themselves, and being 
unsuspicious of danger, had neglected to give notice of their coming; 
— a bise alarm was now called out, and all became quiet agmn in a t^w 

The weather being now very wet, Capt. Francis, Capt. Wood, and Capt. 
Hifflin, drew up tlieir men under the market-lionse, which, not afibrding 
shelter for any more, they occupied Friends' meeting-house, and Capt. 
Joseph Wharton marched liis company up stairs, into the monthly meet- 
ing room, as I have been toH — the rest were stationed below. It hap- 
pened to be the day appointed for holding of Youths' meeting, but never 
did the Quaker youth assemhle in such a military manner — never was 
the sound of the drum heard before within those walls, nor ever till now 
was the Banner of War displayed in that rostrum, thim whence the art 
has been so zealously declaimed against. Strange reverse of timet, 
/ames — . Nothing of any consequence passed during the remainder of 
the day, except that Captain Coultas came into town at the head of • 
troop, which he had just raised in his own neighborhood. The Captain 
was one of those who had been marked out as victims by these devout 
conquerors, and word was sent to him from Lancaster to make his peace 
with Heaven, for that he had but about ten days lo live. 

In the evening our Negotiators came in from Germantown. They had 
conferred with the Chie& of this illustrious — , and have prevailed with 
them to suspend all hostility till such time as they should receive an 
answer to their i«tition or manifesto, which had been ee:it down the d«y 
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The <r<>aCher now clpsr[ng, the City forces drew up near the Court 
House where a speech vsb mode to them, infonning them tliat matters 
hadbecD misrepresented, — that the Paxconeere were a set of Tery worth j 
men (or iimething to that purpose) who labored under great distress, — 
that Messrs Smith, &c., were come (by tlieir own autliorit;) as repreaen- 
tattvGB, thim several counties, to lay their complaiocs before the Legisla- 
ture, and that the reason for their arming themselrea was for fear of tieing 
oiolestcil or abused. By whom ? Why, by the peaceable citizens of 
Fbiladelviiut ! Hal ha I ha! Who can help laughing! The harungue 
flonc!uded with thanks for the trouble and erpense Ihey had been at 
I'about Dotniiiji), and each retired to their several homei. The next day, 
irbea all was quiet, and nobody dreamed of any further disturbance, we 
were alarmed again. The report now was, that the Paxtoneen had broke 
Ihe Treaty, and were just entering the city. It is incredible to think with 
what ahicrity the people flew to arms ; in one quarter of an hour near a 
thousand or them were assembled, with a detemtioation to bring the aOair 
to a conclusion immediately, and not to snOer themselves to be harasied 
as they had been several days past. If Ibe whole body of the enemy liad 
come in, as was expected, the engagement would have been t, bloody one, 
fbr the citizens were exasperated almost to roadoess ; but happily thOM 
that appeared did not exceed thirty, (the rest having gone homewards), 
and as they behaved with decency, they were suffered to pass without 
o[^iosi(ion. Thus tlie storm blew over, and the Inhabitants dispersed 
themselves. . . . 

The Pennsylvania Gazette, usually a fiithfhl chronicler of the eveoti 
of the day, preserves a discreet silence on the salgect of the Paxton riots, 
and contains no other noUca of tbem than the fbUowing condensed 



On Saturday last, the City was alarmed with the News of Great Nun 
bers of armed Men, ft-om the Frontiers, being on the several Roads, and 
moving towards Philadelphia. As their designs were unknown, and there 
were various Keporta concerning them, it was thought prudent to put the 
City in soma Posture of Defence against any Outrages that might possibly 
be intended. The Inhabitants being accordingly called upon by the Gov 
emor, great numbers of them entered into an Association, and took Arms 
fbr the Support of Government, and Maintenance of good Order. 

Six Companies of Foot, one of Artillery, and two Troops of Horse, 
were formed, and paraded, to which, it is said, some Thonsands, who did 
not appear, were prepared to join tbemsplves, in case any attempt sliOuW 
be made agaiDst the Town. The Barracks also, where the Indians are 
lodged, under IVotection of the regular Troops, were put into a good 
Posture of Defence] several Works being thrown up about them, and 
eight Pieces of Cannon planted there. 

The Insui^nls, it seems, intended to rendezvoDs at Gennantown ; but 
the Precautions taken at the several Ferries over Schuylkiil impeded 
their Junction ; and those who assembled there, being made acquainted 
with the Force raised to oppose them, listened to the raaaonable Dto- 
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omiTiei and Advice uf some prudent Persons, who Tolantarily went ont 
to meet and admonish them ; and of some Gentlemen sent bj the Got- 

ernor, to knon the Beasons of their Insurrection ; and promised to retom 
peaceably to their Habitations, leaving only tiro of their Number to pre- 
■ent a Pelition to the Govemor and Assembly ; on which the Companies 
raised in Town were thanked by the Governor on Tuesday Evening, and 
digmissed, and tlie City restored to iis former Quiet, 

But OD Wednesday Morning there was a fresh Alarm, occasioned by a 
fiUse Report, tliat Four Hundred of the same People »ere on their March 
to Attack the Town. Immediately, on Beat of Drum, a much greatef 
number of Ibe InhabilajitB, with the utmost Alacrity, put themselvei 
under Arms ; but as the Truth was soon known, they were again thanked 
Dy the Governor, and dismissed; the Country People being reidly dii- 
persed, and gone bome according to their Promise. — PaauglBania Gaxette, 
No. 1S33. 

The ibilowing extract (k<m a letter of Hev. John Ewing to Joseph Reed 
afibids n striking example of the excitement among the PreBbyteriana 
(See Life and Cotrespondence of Joseph Reed, I. 34.) 

Fab. — , 17M 

At to public affhirs, our Province is greatly Involved In Intesline feuds, 
ata time, when we should rather unite, one and all, to manage the affiiir* 
of our several Governments, with prudence and discretion. A few 
designing men, having engrossed too much power into their hands, are 
poshing matters beyond all bounds. There are twenty-two Quakers in 
our Assembly, at present, who, although they won't absolutely refuse to 
grant money for the King's use, yet never fail to contrive matters in such 
It manner as to aElbrd tittle or no assistance to the poor, distressed Fron- 
tiers J white OUT public money is lavishly squandered away in supporting 
ft number of savages, who have been murdering and scalping us for many 
years past. This has bo enraged some desperate young men, who bad 
lost their nearest relations, by these very Indians, to out off about twenty 
Indians that lived near Lancaster, who had, during the war, carried onacon- 
■tant intercourse with our other enemies ; and they came down to German- 
town to inquire why Indians, known to be enemies, were supported, even 
in luxury, with the best that our markets aflbrded. at the public expense, 
while they were lelt in the utmost distress on the Frontiers, in want of 
the necessaries of life. Ample promises were made to them that theii 
grievances should be redressed, upon which they immediately dispersed 
and went home. These persona have been unjustly represented as endear 
oring to overturn Government, when nothing was more distant &om their 
minds. However this matter may be looked upon in Britain, where you 
know *ery little of the matter, yon may be assured that nine^-nine in an 
hundred of the Province are flrmly persuaded, that they are maintaining 
our enemies, while our tHends back are suffering the greatest extremities, 
neglected; and that few. but Quakers, think that the Tjkncaster Indipua 
have suffered any thing but their just deserts. 'Tis not a little Eurprisiitu 
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to us here, that orders ihoiild be sent from the Cronn, to npprehend and 
Lring to justice those persons who have cut off that nest of enemies that 
lived near Lancaster. Tliey never were suhjecls to IiU Majesty ; were a 
free, independent state, retaining all the powers of a free state ; eat in all 
our Treaties with the Indians, as one of the tribes belonging to the Six 
NatiODs, iu alliance with us ; the; entertained tlie French and Indian 
spies — gave intelligence to them of the defenceless state of our Province 

— fiimiahed them with Gaiette every week, or fortnight — gave tliem 
intelligence of all the dispositions of the Province army against them~ 
were ftequenlly with the French and Indians at Iheir forla Bnd lowns- 
Bupplied them with warlike stores — joined with the etrnnge Indians in 
their war-dances, and in the parties that made incursions on our Frontiers 

— were ready to talce up the hatchet against the English openly, when 
the French requested it — actually murdered and scalped some of the 
Frontier inhabitants — insolently boasted of the murders they had com- 
mitted, when they saw our blood was cooled, after the last Treaty at Lan- 
caster — confessed that they had been at war with ns, and would soon be 
at war with ns again [which accordingly happened), and even went so fta 
as to put one of their own warriors, Jegarie, to death, because he refused 
to go to war with them against the English. All these things were known 
through the Frontier inhabitants, and are since proved upon oath. This 
occasioned them lo be cut off by about forty or fifty persons, collected 
tWim all the Frontier counties, though they are called hy the name of tlie 
Uttle Township of Paiton, where, possibly, the smallest part of them 
resided. And what surprises us more than all the accounts we have from 
England, is, that our Assembly, in a petition they have drawn up, to the 
King, for a change of Government, should represent this Province in a 
state of uproar and riot, and when not a man in it has once resisted a 
single officer of the Government, nor a single act of violence committed, 
Onles you call the Lancaster affiiir such, although it was no more than 
going to war with that tribe, as tliey had done hefore-with others, without 
R formal proclamation of war by the Government. 1 have not time, as 
you may guess by this scrawl, to write more at this time, but only that I 
am yonn, &c. 

JoBH EwiNO. 

8. Mbmobuli ot the Paxton Mbit. (Chap. XSV.) 

6. To the Honorable John Penn, Esq., Governor of the Province of 
Pennsylvania, and of the Countiesof New-Castle, Rent, and Sussex, upon 
Delaware ; and to the Representatives of the Freemen of the said 
Province, in General Assembly met. 

We, Matthew Smith and James Gibson, in Behalf of ourselves and hit 
M^esty's faithful and loyal Subjects, the Inhabitants of the Frontier 
Counties of Lancaster, York, Cumberiand, Berks, and North amplon, 
humbly beg Leave to remonstrate and lay before you the fallowing 
Qriavances, which we submit to your TFisdom for Kedress. 
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FiTtl. We apprehend that, si Freemen and Engliah Sut^ecti, we 
have an indiepntoble Tide to the same Privileges and Innuunitiea with 
bla Majeetj'B other Subjects, wlio reside ia the interier Couatiea of Phila- 
delphia, Cbeeter, and Bucks and therefure ougbt not to lie excluded from 
an equal Share with them in the very important Privilege of Leeisla^ 
Uon; — nevertheless, contrary to tlie Proprietor's Charter, and the 
Acknowledged Principles of common Justice and Eqoity, our Qve Coun- 
tJes arc lestrained from electing more than ten Representatires, vit., four 
tor Lancaster, two for York, two for Cumberland, one for Berks, and one 
tbr Northampton, while the three Counties and Cily of Philaiielphia, 
Chester, and Bucks elect Twenty-six. This we humbly conceive is 
oppressive, unequal and unjust, the Cause of many of our Grievances, 
and an Infringement of onr natural Privileges of Freedom and Equality ; 
wlierefore wa humbly pray tliat we may be no longer deprived of an 
equal Number with tha these aforesaid Counties to repreeenl ns in 
Assembly. 

iSeamdlg. We anderatand that a Bill is now before the ECouae of As- 
sembly, wherein it is provided, that sucb Persons as slioU be charged with 
killing any Indians in I^ncasler County, shall not he tried in the County 
where the Pact was committed, but in the Counties of PhiladelpMa, 
Chester, or Bucks. This is manifestly to deprive British Sufijects of 
their known Privileges, to cast an eternal Reproach upon whole Counties, 
as if they were nnfit to serve their Conotry in the Qualify of Jury-men, 
and to contradict the well known Laws of the British Nation, in a Point 
whereon Life, Liberty, and Security essentially depend ; namely, that of 
being tried by their Equals, in the Neighbourhood where their own, their 
Accusers, and the Witnesses Character and Credit, with the Circum- 
stances of the Fact, are best known, and instead thereof putting their 
Lives in the Hands of Strangers, who may as justly be suspected of 
Fartinlitj to, as tbe Frontier Counties can be of Pr^udicea against, In- 
dians ; and this too, in favour of Indians only, against his M^'esty's 
fiiithfuland loj^l Sula'ecta: Besides, it is well known, that the Design of 
it is to comprehend a Fact committed before snch a Ijiw was thought of. 
And If such Practices were tolerated, no Man could be secure in his most 
invaluable Interest. — We are also joformed, to our great Surprise, that 
this Bill hat actually received the Assent of a Majority of the House ; 
which we are persuaded could not have been the Case, had our Frontier 
Counties been equally represented in Assembly. — However, we hope 
that the Legislature of this Province will never enact a Law of so danger- 
ous a Tendency, or take away from his M^cstj'a good Subjects a Privi 
lege so long esteemed sacred by Englishmen. 

Thirdlj/. During the late and present Indian War, the Frontiers of this 
Province have been repeatedly attacked and ravaged by skulking Parties 
of the Indians, who have, with the most Savage Cruelty, murdered Men, 
Women, and Children, without Distinction,andhavereducednearaThou- 
BBQd Families to the most extreme Distress.— It grieves us to the very Heart 
to see snch of oxa Frontier Inhabitants as have escaped Savage Fury. 
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Willi the Lo«i of thulr Parenta, their Children, their WiTet or RelatlTea, 
left Detiitute bj the Public, and exposed to the moat cruel Poverty and 
WrfttchedneMi, while upnarda of an Handred and Twentj of tbeM 
Savagea, who are, with great Beaeon, Buipecled of being guiltj of theM 
horrid Bartjarities, under the Mask of Friendship, have procured them- 
•eWet to be takea imder the Protection of the Gorernment, witli a View 
to elude the Pury of the brave Belatives of the Murdered, and are dow 
maintiuned at the public Eipenae. — Some of these Indians, now in the 
Barracks of Philadelphia, are confesaedly a Part of the Wyaluaing Li 
diana, which Tribe is now at War with ns ; uid the other* are the Mon- 
Tian Indians, who, living with us, under the Cloak of Friendship, carried 
on a Correapondence with our known Enemies, on the Great laland. — 
We cannot but observe, with Sorrow and Indignation, tiiat some Peraona 
In this Province are at Pains to extenuate the harbarous Cruelties prae- 
tised by these Savages on our murdered Brethren and Helatives, which 
are shocking to human Nature, and must pierce eveiy Heart, hut tliat of 
the hardened Perpetrators or their Abetlora. Nor is it less distreasiag to 
hear Others pleading, that although the Wyalusing Tribe is at War with 
us, yet that Fart of it which is under the Proleccioa of the Government, may 
be friendly to the English, and innocent; — In what Nation under the 
Bun was It ever the Cnslom, that when a neighbouring Nation took up 
Arms, not an Individual should be touched, but only the Persona that 
offered Hostilities 1 — Who ever proclaimed War with a Part of a Nation 
and not with the whole? — Had these Indiana disapproved of the Perfidy 
of their Tribe, and been williog to callivale and preserve Priendship wiih 
ns, why did they not pve No^ce of the War before it happened, as it 
is known to be the Besult of long Dehberadons, and a preconcerted 
Combination among them 1 — Why did they not leave their Tribe inune- 
dialely, and come among us, before there was Ground to suspect them, 
yc War was actually waged with their Tribe 1 — No, they stayed amongst 
them, were privy to their Murders and liavages. until we had destroyed 
tlieir Frevisious, and when they could no longer subsist at Home, they 
coTne not as Deserters, hut as Friends, to be maintained through the 
Winter, that they may be able to scalp and butcher us in the Spring. 

And as to the Moravian Indians, there are strong Grounds at letut to 
suspect Iheir Friendship, as it is known that they carried on a Correapond- 
ence with our Enemies on (he Great Island. — We killed three Indiana 
going from Bethlehem to (he Great Island with Blankets, Ammunition, 
and Provisions, nbich is an undeniable Proof that the Moravian Indians 
were in Confederacy with our open Enemies. And we cannot but be 
filled with Indignation to hear this Action of ours painted in the moat 
odious and detestable Colours, aa if we had inhumanly murdered oar 
Guides, who preserved us fVom perishing in (be Woods ; when we only 
killed three of our knono Enemies, who attempted to shoot as when wo 
■urprised them. — And. besides all this, we understand that one of these 
very Indians is proved, by the Onth of Stinton's Widow, to be the rery 
Person that murdered her Huabaad. — How then comea It to peas, ttMl 
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Iw alone, of sK the Morarian Indisns, stiould join the Enemj to murder 
HM fomily 1 — Or on it be supposed that any Enemy Indians, coQtnrj 
to their knovrn Custom of making War, should penetrate into the Heart 
of a settled Country, to bom, pluoder, and murder the Inhabitants, and 
not molest any Houses in tlieir Return, or eier be seen or hi-tird of? — 
Or how can we account for it, that no Ravages have been committed in 
Northampton County since the Removal of the Moravian Indians, when 
tbe Great Cove has been struck since? — These Things put it beyond 
Doubt with ns tbat the Imlians now at Philadelphia are his M^esty's 
perfidious Enemies, and therefore, to protect and maintain them at the 
public Expence, while onr suffering Brethren on the Frontieri ore almost 
deatitnte of tfae Necessaries of Lifb, and are neglected by the Public, is 
■affldent to make ns mad with Rage, and tempt us to do what nothing 
but the most violent Necessi^ can vindicate. — Webnmbtyand earnestly 
pray therefore, that those Enemies of his M^esty may be removed as 
soon as possible oat of the Province. 

FourlAli/, We humbly conceive tbat it Is contrary to the Maxims of 
good Policy and extremely dangerons to our Frontiers, to suffer any 
Indians, of what Tribe soever, to live within the Inhabited Parts of this 
Province, while we are engaged in an Indian War, as Experience has 
tanght us that they are all perfidious, and their Claim to Freedom and 
Independency, puts it, in their Power to act as Spies, to entertain and 
give lotelligence to our Enemies, and to JHimish them with FrovUiona 
and warlike Storea. — To this fetal Intercourse Intween our pretended 
Friends and open Enemies, we must ascribe the greatest Part of the 
Bavages and Murders that have been committed iti the Course of this 
and the last Indian War. — We therefore pray that this Orievanco b« 
taken under Consideration, and remedied. 

Fifthly. Wecannot help lamenting that no Provision has been hitherto 
made, that such of our Frontier Inhabitants as have been wonnded Ib 
Defence of the Province, their Lives and Lil>erties may be taken Care of, 
and cured of their Wounds, at the public Eipence. We therefore pray 
that this Grievance may be redressed. 

SixtMg. In the late Indian War this Province, with others of hit 
MHJesty's Colonies, gave Rewards for Indian Scalps, to encoarage the 
aeeking them in their own CQuntry, as the most likely Means of destroy- 
ing or reducing them to Reason ; bat no such Encouragement has been 
given in this War, which has damped the Spiritsof many brave Men, who 
are willing to venture their Lives in Parties against tiie Enemy. — We 
therefore pray that public Rewards may be proposed for Indian Scalps, 
which may be adequate to the Dangera attending Enterprises of tbis 

Seventhly. We daily lament that Nombera of our nearest and dearest 
Belativea are stiU In Captivity among the lavage Heathen, to be trained 
up in all their Ignorance and Barbarity, or to be tortured to Death irith all 
the Contrivances of Indian Cruelty, for attempting to make their Escape 
from Bondage. We see tbey pay no Regard to the many solemn Promises 
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which they hare nude to reitore onr Friendi who are tn Bondage amoDgit 
them. — We therefore earnestly pray that no Trade maj herealter bs 
permitted to be carried od with them nntil oar BrelJiren and Relatives 
are brought Home to ob. 

Eight/ill/. We complain that a certain Bodety of People in tbia 
FrOTioce in the late Indian War, and at leveral Treadea held by the 
King's IteptegentntiTeg, openly loaded the Indians with Presenta; and 
that F. F., a Leader of the saiil Socie^, in Defiance of all Government, 
not onlj abetted our Indian Enemiea, but kept up a private Intelligence 
with them, and pnblickly received Jrom them a Belt of Wampum, at if 
he had been our Governor, or authorized by the King to treat with his 
Bnemics. — By this means the Indians have been Caught to despise us aa 
a weak and dieooited People, and fiMm this fhtal Source have arose many 
of our Calamities under which we groan. — We humbly pray, tberefore, 
tliat this Grievance may be redressed, and that no private Bnbject be 
hereafler permitted lo treat with, or carry on a Correspondence with otu 



Ninthly. We cannot but observe with Sorrow, that Fort August*, 
which ha« been very expensive to this Province, has afforded us but little 
Assistance during thia or the last War. The Men that were stationed at 
that Place neither helped onr digtresied Inhabitants to save their Crops, 
nor did tbey attack our Enemies in their Towns, or patrol c 



N. B. We are &r from Intending any BeSection agunst the Com- 
manding Officer stationed at Augusta, aa we presnme his Conduct waa 
always directed by those fhim whom be received bis Orders. 

Signed on Behalf of ourselves, and by Appointment of a great Iftmi 
bar of the Frontier Inhabitants, 

Matthew Shith 
Jakes Gidboit. 

The DBCUAiTioit of the Iqjnred Frontier Lihahitants, together with 
a brief Sketch of Grievances the good Inhabitanta of the Province labor 

Inasmuch as the Killing those Indians at Conestogoe Manor and Lan- 
caster has been, and may be, tlie Sulgect of much Coaversation, and by 
Invidious Representations of it, which some, we doubt not, will inilustri 
onsty spread, many, unacquainted with the true State of Affairs, may be 
led to pass a severe Censure on the Autliors of those Facta, and any 
others of the like Nature which may hereafter happen, than we are per- 
suaded they would, if Matters were duly understood and deliberated; 
we think it therefore proper thus openly to declare ourselves, and render 
some brief Hints of the Reasons of onr Conduct, which we must, and 
frankly do, confess nothing but Necessity itself could indoce ua to, or 
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jutUy na In, M It bean mi Appeanuce of flying In the Face of Antlior- 
hr, and ia atUnded with much Labour, Fadgas and Ezpence. 

OnrselTes then, to a Man, we profess to be lojal Sabjecti to the heat 
of Eipgs, onr ilghtM SoTereign George tlie Third, flrmly attached to bU 
Boyal Penon, Inlereet and Qovenment, and of Conaeqnence eqoajly 
opposite to the Enemies of his Ttnone and Dignity, whether openlj 
BToired, ormoreclangerougljcoQcealedutider aMaakof fiUiely pieteodeil 
Friendship, and clieorfuil/ willing to offer our Sabttance and Live* In 
Ui Cauee. 

These Indians, known to be firmlj connected In Friendihip with onr 
openly avowed embittered Enemies, and some of whom have, bj leTeral 
Oaths, been proved to be Murderers, and who, hj their better Ao^ount- 
ance with the SitoaCion and State of our Frontier, were more capable of 
doing UB Mischief, we saw, with Indignation, cherished and caressed aa 
dearest Friends; — Bat this, aiaal is but a Part, a small Fart, of that 
eKCesslTe Segard manifested to Indians, beyond his M^eety's loyal 
SnbjectB, whereof we compUin, and which, together with rarioui other 
Grievances, hare not only inOamed with Resentment the Breasts of ■ 
Number, and urged them to the disagreeable Eridence of it, they liaTs 
been constr^ned to gtve, but have heavily displeased, by £»■, the greatest 
Part of the good Inliabilants of this Province. 

Should we here reflect to former Treaties, the exorbitant Presents, 
and great Servility therein paid to Indians, have long been oppressive 
Orievonces we hare groaned under ; and when at the last Indian Treaty 
held at Lancaster, not only was the Blood of our many murdered Breth- 
ren tamely covered, but our poor unhappy captivated Friends abandoned 
to Slavery among the Savages, by concluding a Friendship with the 
Indians, and allowing them a plenteous trade of all kinds of Commodities, 
without those being restored, or anyproperly spirited Requisition made (rf 
them: — How general BissaUsfaction those Measures gave, the Murmun 
of all good people (loud as they dare to utter them) to this Day declare. 
And had here in&tnated Steps of Conduct, and a manifest Fartlalily !n 
Favour of Indians, mode a flnal Pause, happy had it been ; — We per- 
haps had grieved in Silence far our abandoned enslaved Brethren among 
the Heathen, but Matters of a later Date are sdll more flagrant Beasons 
of CompltUnt. — When last Summer his Majesty's Forces, nnder the 
Command of Colonel Bouquet, marched through this Province, and a 
Demand was made by his Excellency, General Amherst, of Assistance, 
to escort Provisions, &c., to relieve that important Post, Fort Ktt, yet not 
one Man was granted, although never any Thing appeared more reason- 
able or necessary, as the Interest of the Frorince lay so mnch at Stake, 
and the Standing of the Frontier Seltlemente, In any Manner, evidently 
depended, under Qod,on the almost despaired of Success of his M^esty's 
little Army, whose V^our the whole Frontiers with Qraticade acknowl- 
edge, as the happy Means of having saved trom Ruin great Fart of the 
Province : — But when a Number of Indians, ihlsely pretended Friends 
and having among them some proved on Oath to have been guilty of 
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Hnrder, ilnce this War begun ; when thej, together witli other*, known 
to be hii M^eaty't Enemie*, sod who had been in the Battle agaiiut 
Colooel BouqaeC, reduced to Diatreu by the DeBtruction of their Com at 
the Qreat Island, aod up the Eait Branch of Siuquehanna, pretend them- 
■elvee Friends, and desire ft Subaiatence, they ore openly careued, and 
the Fublio, that cuuld not be indulged the Libertj of contribnting to hii 
M^eetf'i AsgiBtance, obiiged, at Tribntaries to Savagea, to Support 
these VillainB, these Enemies to our King and our Countrr ; Dor only so, 
but the Hands that were closelj shut, nor would grant bis Mq'eitT'e 
General a aingle Farthing against a sarage Foe, hare been liberally 
opened, and the pubhc Money basely proadtuCed, to hire, at an eiorbi- 
tant Rate, a mercenuy Guard to protect hia M^eaty'a worst of Enemiei, 
those falsely pretended Indian Friends, while, at the same Time, Hundredi 
of poor, distressed Famihea of his M^eaty 's Suhjecta, obliged to abandon 
their Possessions, and fly for their Lives at least, are left, except a small 
Relief at first, in the most diatreasmg Cut:umatance« to slarte neglected, 
save what the friendly Hand of private Donations has contributed to 
tlieir Support, wherein they who are most profuse towards Savages have 
careihlly avoided having any Part. — When last Summer the Troopa 
twaed for Detfence of the Province were limited to certain Bounds, nor 
suSbred to attempt annoying our Enemies in their Habitations, and a 
Number of bnre Yolimteers, eqidpped at their own Expence, marched 
in September up the Susquehanna, met and defeated their Enemy, with 
tlie Loss c^ some of their Number, and having others dangerously 
wounded, not the least Thanks or Acknowledgment was made tliem ft^m 
the Legislature for the confessed Service they had done, nor any the least 
Notice or Care taken of their Wounded ; wliereas, when a Seneca Indian, 
who, by the Information of many, as well as by his own Coniesaion, had 
Ijeen, through the last War, our inveterate Enemy, had got a Cut In his 
Head last Summer in a Quarrel he had with his own Cousin, and it wai 
reported in Philadelphia that bis Wound was dangerous, a Doctor wai 
immediately employed, and sent to Fort Augusta to take Care of him, 
and cure hun, if possible. — To these may he added, that though it waa 
imposaible to obtain thrtugh the Summer, or even yet, any Premium for 
Indian Scalps, or Encouragement to excite Volunteera to go forth against 
them, yet when a few of them, known to Ijo the Faat Friends of our 
Enemies, and some of them Murderers themselves, when these have been 
■truck by a distressed, bereft, iqjured Frontier, a liberal Reward is oKred 
for appiehending the Perpetrators of that horrible Crime of killing his 
Mqesty's cloaked Enemies, and their Conduct punted in the moet atro- 
cious Colors j while the horrid Ravages, cruel Murders, and moat shock- 
ing Barbarides, committed by Indians on his Ui^eaty's Subjects, ara 
covered over, and excused, nnder the charitable Term of this being their 
Method of maldng War. 

But to recount the many repeated Orievaocea wtktfeof we might JnsUy 
complun, and Instances of a most violent Attachment to Indians, were tedi- 
oos beyond the Patience of a Job to endure; *)or can better l>e expected; 
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aor oeed we be surpriaod at Indiaiu Insolecce and "^llaiinj, when it is 
comidered, and whicli can be proved &om the public Recurdii of a certain 
Conn^, that lome Time before Conrad Weiser died, some Indians beloDg- 
ing to the Great Island or Wyaionsing, aesored him tliat Israel Fember- 
ton, («n onment Leader of that Faction which, for so long a Time, have 
tband Means to enslave the Province to Indians,) together with others of 
the Friends, had ^ven them a Rod to scoarga the white People that were 
settled on the purchased Lands ; for that Onas bad cheated them oat of 
a great Deal of Land, or had not given near suffldent Price for what he 
had bought ; and that the Traders onght also to be scourged, for that 
the/ defrEiided the Indians, by selling Goods to them at too dear a Rata ; 
and that this Belation is Matter of Fact, can easily be proved in tha 
Coiintj of Berks. — Such is our unhappy Situation, under the Villainy, 
In&tuation and Influence of a certain Paction, that have got the political 
Beins in their Hands, and tamely tyrannize over the other good SubjecM 
of the Province I — And can it be thought strange, that a Scene of such 
Treatment as this, and the now adding, in this critical Juncture, to all 
our former Distresses, that disagreeable Burden of supporting, in the very 
Heart of the Provinoe, at so great an Ezpence, between One and Two 
hnndred Indians, to the great Disquietude of the Majority of the good 
Lihabitauta of this Province, should awaken the Resentment of a People 
grossly abused, unrighteously burdened, and made Dupes and Slaves to 
Indians f — And must not all well-disposed People entertain a charitable 
Sentiment of those who, at their own great Eipence and Trouble, have 
attempted, or shall attempt, rescuing a laboring Land &om a Weight so 
oppressive, onreasooable, and Qitjuit ! — It is this ive design, it is this 
we are tcsolved to prosecute, though It is with great Reluctance we are 
obliged to adopt a Measure not so agreeable as could be desired, and la 
which Extramity alone compels. — Ood save the King. 
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CAMFAIGK or 1T64. 



1. BoCQDEI'b EZPXDIIION. 

Letter— General Gage to Lord Eolifox, December la 1764. (CIi«p 

JTXvn.) 

The Perfidy of the Sbawaneee and Belawares, and their hsTing 
broken the ties, wbicb even the Savage Nations hold sacred amongst each 
other, required vigorous measures to reduce them. We had experienced 
their treachery so often, that I determined to make no peace trith them, 
but in the Heart of their Country, and upon Ench terma as should make 
It as secure as it wag possible. Ttiis conduct has produced all the good 
effects which could be wished or expected from it. Those Indians have 
been humbled and reduced to accept of Peace upon the terms prescribed 
to them, in such a manner as will give reputation to His Majesty's Amu 
amongst tlie several Nations. The Begular end Provincial Troops under 
Colonel Bouquet, having been joined by a good body of Volanteers 
fVom Virginia, and oibers from Maryland and Fenusylvania, marched 
fVom Fort Pitt the Begmning of October, and got to Tuscaroras about 
the fifteenth. The March of the Troops Into their Country threw the 
Savages into the greatest Consternation, as they had hoped their Wood* 
would protect them, and hod boasted of the Security of their Situation 
from our Attacks. The Indians hovered round the Troops during their 
March, but desp^ring of success in an Action, had recourse to Negotia 
tlons. They were told that they might hare Peace, but every Prisoner 
in their possession must first be delivered up. Tliey brought in near 
twenty, and promised to deliver the Rest; but as their promises were 
not regarded, they engaged to deliver the whole on the Ist of November, 
at tlie forks of the Muskingham, abont one hundred and fifty miles from 
Fort I^tt, the Centre of the BeUware Towns, and near to the most con- 
■iderable settlement of the Sbawoneee. Colonel Bouquet kept tliem in 
ught, and moved his Camp to that Place. He soon obliged the Dela- 
wares and some broken tribes of Mobikons, Wiaudots, and Mingoes, to 
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bring hi all thdr FrisoQers, even (o the Children bom of WUta Women, 

•sd to tie those vrho were grown a* Savage oa themselres and unwilling 
to leave them, and bring them bound to the Caimp. Tbej irere then 
told that thef must appoint deputies to go to Sir William Johnson to 
receive snch terms as shonld be imposed upon them, which the Nations 
should agree to laldfyi and, for the secnrity of their perfonnance of this, 
and that no farther Hostilities should be committed, a Dumber of their 
Ctutfy must remain in our hands. The above Nations subscribed to 
these terms ; but tlie Shawanese were more obstinate, and were pnrticu- 
larlj averse to the giving of Hostages. But finding their obstinacj hod 
no effect, and would onlj tend to their destrucdon, the Troops having 
penetrated into the Heart of their Country, tbej at length became sensi- 
ble that there was no safety but in Submission, and were obliged to 
stoop to the same Conditions as the other nations, Thej immediatelj' 
gave up forty Prisoners, and promised the Eest should be sent to !Fort 
Fitt in the Spring. This last not being admitted, the immediate liestitu 
tlon of all the Prisoners bebg the sine qua nan of peace, it was agreed, 
that parties should be sent from the Army into their towns, to collect tba 
Prisoners, and condijct tUera to Fort Pilt. They delivered six of their 
principal Cliiei^ as hostages into our Hands, and appointed their deputies 
to go to Sir Williun Johnson, in the same manner as the Rest The 
Number of Prisoners already delivered exceeds two hundred, and it was 
eipected that our Parties would bring in near one hundred more from 
the Sbawauese Towns. These Conditions seem sufficient Proo& of the 
Sincerity and Humiliation of tliose Nations, and in justice to Colonel 
Bouquet, I must testify the Ohhgattons I have to bim, and that nothing 
but the firm and steady conduct, which he observed in all lits Transao 
tions with those treacherous savages, would ever have brought them to 
ft serious Peace. 

I must flatter myself, that the Conntry is restored to its former Tran- 
quillity, and that a general, and, It is hoped, lasting Peace is conclnded 
with ilX the Indian Nations who have taken up Arms against bis Miyes^. 



Is AasEUSLT, January 15, 1T65, A. BL 

To the Honourable Henry Bouquet, Esq., Commander in Ciiief of Eit 
H^csty's Forces in the Southern Department of America. 

The Address of the Representatives of t^e Freemen of tlia Provinoe of 
Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met 
Sir: 

The Representativea of the Freemen of the Province of Pennsylvsaia, 
in Generd Assembly met, being informed that you intend shortly to 
embark Ibr England, and moved with a due Sense of the important Ser- 
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tIcm jron lUTe rendered to Us Mqjet^, hji Northern ColoDiea In genpnl, 
and lo tbii Province In puUcuIar, dviing our late Wan with the rrcoch, 
knd barinrons Indians, in the remarkable Victocy orer the savage Eoeni}', 
united to oppo»e you, near Bughj Rim, in August, 1763, when on your 
March for the Relief of Pittsburg, owing, under God, to your Intrepidity 
and superior Skill in Command, together with the Bravery of your Offl- 
cen and little Army ; as also in your late March to the Country of the 
wage Nations, with the Troops ouder your Direction ; thereby striking 
Terror tiirougli the numerous Indian Tribes around yoa ; laying a Foun- 
dation fbr a lasting a« well as honorable Peace, and rescuing, from savage 
Captivity, upwards of Two Hundred of our Christian Brethren, Prisoner* 
among tltem. These eminent Services, and your constant Attention to 
the Civil Rights of his M^esly's Subjects in this Province, demand. Sir, 
the grateflil Tribute of Thanks from all good Men ; and therefore we, tlia 
Bepresentatives of the Freemen of Pennsylvania, unanimously tot our- 
selves, and in Behalf of all the People of this Prodnce, do return you 
omr most sincere and liearty Thanks for these your great Services, wish- 
ing yon a safe and pleasant Voyage to England, with a kind and gtacioui 
Beceptbu fiom his M^est7> 

Signed, by Order of the House, 

JoBEPB Fox. Spe«kn 



2. CoKDtTioN ixD Tbmpbk or thb Wbbtbbh ImttAHs. 

> the Board of Trttde, 

Tour Lotdshipa will please to observe that fbr many months befbre the 
match of Colonel Bradstreet's army, several of the Western Nations had 
expressed a desire for peace, and had ceased to commit hosldlities, that 
even Pontiac inclined that way, but did not choose lo ventnre his person 
by coming into any of the posts. This was the state of afTurs when I 
treated with the Indians at Niagara, in which number were fifteen hun- 
dred of the Western Natjons, a number infinitely more considerable than 
those who were twice treated with at Detroit, many of whom are the 
same people, particularly the Hurons and Chippewas. In the mean tdme 
it now appears, from the very best authorities, and can be proved by the 
oath of several respectable persons, prisoners at the Illinois and amongst 
the Indians, as also &om the accounts of the Indians themselves, that not 
only many French traders, but also French officers came amongst the 
Indians, as they said, fUlly authorized to assure them that tbe French 
King was determined to support them to the utmost, and not only 
invited them to the Illinois, where they were plenlifuily supplied with 
ammimition and other necessaries, but also sent several canoes at differ- 
ent times up the Illinois river, to the KCamis, and others, as well as up tlie 
Ohio to the Shawunese and Delawares, as by Mqjor Smallman's account^ 
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and MTeral otben, [then piiaonerB), trarumitted me bj Colonel Bonqnet^ 
knd ona of my officers who accompuiied him, iriU appear. That in an 
Mped&l mamier the French promoted the interest of Pontiao, whose influ- 
ence is now become so considerable, as General Qage obserres in a late 
letter to me, that it extends even to the Mouth of the Mississippi, and ha* 
been the prindpal occasion of our not as jet gaining the Illinois, which 
the French as nell as Indiuu are interested in preventing. This Fontiac 
is not included in the late Treaty at Detroit, and is at the head of a great 
number of Indians privately supported b; the French, an officer of whom 
was about three months ago at the Miaroie Caatle, at the Scioto Flaloa, 
Maskingum, and several other places. The Western Indians, who il 
seems ridicnle the whole expedition, will be influenced to such a pilch, 
by the interested French on the one side, and the influence of Pontiac on 
the olber, that we hare great reason to apprehend a renewal of hostilities, 
or at least that thej and the Twightees (Miamie) will atrenuouslj oppose 
OUT possessing the Illinois, which can never he accomplished without their 
consent. And indeed It is not to be wondered that they should be con- 
cerned at our occupying that country, when we consider that the French 
(be their motive what it will) loaded them with favors, and continue U> 
do so, accompanied with all outward marks of esteem, and an address 
peculiarly adapted to tlieir manneis, which infallibly gains upon all 
Indians, who judge by eiCremea only, and with all their acquaintance 
with us upon the frontiers, have never found any thing like it, but on the 
contrary, harsh treatment, angry words, and jn ghcat any thing which can 
be thought of to inspire them with a diglilce to oar manners and a jeal- 
oasy of OUT views. I have seen so ranch of these matters, and I am sc 
well convinced of the utter aversion that our people have for them in 
general, and of the imprudence with which they constantly express it, 
that I absolutely despair of our seeing tranquiiUty eetablisbed, until your 
Lordships' plan is fully settled, so *» I may have proper persons to reside 
at the Posts, whose business it shall be to remove their prejudices, and 
whose interest it becomes to obtain their esteem and friendship. 

The importance of speedily possessing the Illinois, and thereby securing 
a considerable branch of trade, as well as cutting off the channel by 
which our enemies have been and will always be supplied, is a matj«r I 
have very much at heart, and what I think may be efl'ected this winter 
by land by Mr. Croghan, in case matters can be so &r settled with tlie 
Twightees. Shawanoes, and Pontiac, as to engage the latter, with some 
chiefi of the before-mentioned nations, to accompany him with a garriswi. 
The eipense attending this will be large, but the end to he obtained is 
too considerable to be neglected. I have accordingly recommended it to 
the consideration of Qeneral Gage, and shall, on the arrival of the Shaw- 
anoes, Delawares, &c., here, do all in my power to pave the way for 
effecting it. I shall also make such a peace with them, as will be most 
fbr the credit and advanti^ of the crown, and the security of the trade 
and frontiers, and tie them down to such conditions as Indians will most 
probably observe. 
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Or tlie accompsnrlng nups, Uib Bnt two ven conitrocted fbr Uia 

Dliutratioii of iIuh work. The othan big fac-aimileB &om the aarreyB 
of the en^eer Thomu EutcMiu. The original of the larger of them 
bc-umiles is prefixed to tbe Aceount of Boaqurf* ExpeditiBo, That 
of the smaller will be fbuud In HutcUiu's Tope^jAieal Dacr^tm ^ 
Voyima, etc> Both of these work* ue me- 
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INDEX. 



AblDadie. See lyAhbaditi. 

Abenalds, come of them present at 
the battle of the MoDODgahela, 
L 107, 146. 

Abercrombie, Geaeml JmneB, has 
a force of 60,000 men, i. 120 ; fails 
ID his attaub: oa TiconderDg:a, 
128, 1-24. 

Acadia ceded to the English crown, 
i. 99; disputes respeclicg iCa 
houndaiies, ib. ; reduced by CoL 
Monkt«D, 111; the inhabitants 
transported, i'6. 

Albany, meeting of colonial dele- 
gates there, i. 101 ; arendezvous 
for Indian trsjlers, 161. 

Algonquin family of Indians, fonnd 
over a vast eitent of territory, 
i. 'J9; their inferiority to the Iro- 
quois, 37 ; points of distinction, 
ib. ; their legends, SB ; and reli- 

rioos belief, 39 ; Algonquin life, 
5,36. 

AUegory uttered by Pontiac, i. 2M- 
207. 

Ambuscaije at the Devil's Hole, il. 
76; a convoy lost there, 77; an- 
other ambuscade, 78; another, 
97. 

Amherst, Sir Jeffrey, afterwards 
Lord Amherst, takes Lonisburg, 
i. 122; also Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point, 126 ; captures Mon- 
treal, 14 1 ; sends a force to take 
possession of the western posts, 
164 ; bii contempt and careless 
treatment of the Indians, 181 note. 



195; hu letter to U^or Ulad- 

wyn, 242 dole,' his nncoinibrtable 
position, ii. 29 ; his inadequate 
comprehension of the Indian war, 
S2; takes measures to reinfbroe 
the frontier garrisons, 82^; 
haars of the murders near De- 
troit, 35 ; determines on " quick 
retaliation," 36 ; wishes to hear of 
DO prisoners, 88 ; his blustering 
arrogance, 83 ttole; proposes to. 
inibct the Indians with smali-pox, 
89, 40; his anger at the treble 
conduct of the Fennsflvania As- 
sembly, 96; resigns bis office a* 
commander-in-ctuef, 103 ; his ig- 
norance of Indian affairs, 168- 

Anrfoifeir, swept away before th« 
Iroquois, i. 26 ; a remnant of 
them at Coneatoga, ii. 118 note. 

Armstrong, Colonel, his expedition 
agajnst the Indians on the upper 
Susquehanna, il. 100. 

Aiotarho, name of the presiding 
sachem of the Iroquois : strangs 
legend concerning the first of the 
name, i. 13, 11. 



Baby, a Canadian near Detroit 
supplies food to the garrison, 
i. 218 ; scene between him and 
Pontiac, 257 ; be&iends the gar> 

Bail-play, Indian, described, i. 8S9, 

340; a prelude to the ms 

at MicbiUiiuackinac, 310. 
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iB of, i. 19, 
239 neie, 269 note, 298, 843, S5T, 
U. 20, 21 nole, SQ, 88, 89. 

Bartram, John, the botauut, qaoted, 
i. 17, 18 note. 

Beaitjeau, a French captidn, leads 
a sortie of French and ladiana 
against Braddock's armj, i. lOS; 
grounded in the tray, 111. 

Bedford, Fort, repela ao Indian at- 
tack, ji. 10; crowded with fugi- 
tiYea,4B; reinforced, 5B. 

Betitre, captam, commandant at 
Detroit, i. 167 ; surrenders to 
Major Rogers, IG8. 

Bird, Dr. Robert M., his story of 
"Hick of the Woods," ii. 117. 

Blactmakt, a Seneca warrior, ii. 79 

Blane, Lieutenant Archibald, com- 
mandj at Fort Ugonier, ii. 43 ; 
successfully defends the fort 
against an attaxik of the Indians, 
46, 47 ; vents his complaints of 
the service, 160. 

Bloody Bridge flght, 1. alOetieq.; 
great loss of the ]<lDglish, 316. 

Boscawen, Admiral Edward, cap- 
tures a French sq^uadron previous 
to a declaration of war, i. 103 ; 
and thus begins the war of 1755, 
iJ. ; the act condemned by Eng- 
lish writers, 103 note. 

Bouquet, Colonel Henry, !us his- 
tory, ii. 80; his letter to Sir 
Jeffrey Amherst, 27 ; an excel- 
lent ofScer, 31 ; his correspond- 
ence with Amherst and others 
about the war, 82 el teg. ; liia 
" truculent letter " to Amheral 
about extirpating the Indiana, 
S7 ; hears of the destruction of 
the fronder garrisons, 88 ; he will 
try to send the small.pox among 
the Indians, and proposes to hunt 
them with EngUah dogs, 40; ' 



(Acuities and dangers of 
march, 59 ; attacked by the In- 
dians at Bushy Run, 61 ; his 
masterly stratagem, 69 ; and 
complete success, 67. See Ap- 



pendix D. Arrives at Fort Pitt^ 
69; Ills dissatistkction with the 
service, 161 ; severely blamea the 
government of Pennsylvania, 
203 ; sets out from Carhsle on an 
eipedition against the Dela wares 
and Shawanoes, 206; is dis- 

S leased with Colonel Bradstrcet, 
37; arrives at Fort Pitt, 208; 
Ecnils a message to the Dela- 
wares, 209 ; good effect of the 
meiaage, 210; difficulties of the 
march through the woods, 211; 
the troops cross the Muskingum, 
212; their number and fine ap- 
pearance, 214 ; the commander 
holds a council with the Dehi- 
wares, 215; his speech to them, 
217-220; effect of the speech, 
220; hia decisive tone, 220; the 
Indians submit and give up their 
captives, 2:^1, 222; number of 
the captives, 225; meetuig of 
friendfl long separated, 230-233 ; 
aome toucliing incidents, 233; 
the troops, having accomplished 
their work, return home, 240 ; 
Bouquet made a brigadier-gen- 
eral, 241; his death, 213. Sea 

Appendix F. 

Braddock, General Edward, sails in 
command of a military force for 
Virginia, t. 102; his character, 
105 ; hia duel with Gumley, 105 
note ; his march through tlie wil- 
derness, lOS; difflcultiea of tha 
advance, ib. ; the ambuscade, 
109; the battle. 111; the utter 
defeat, 112; Braddock's insane 
behavior, ib. ; hia death, ib. ; the 
terrible carnage, 112, 113; the 
disgraceful rout, 113; the un 
happy results, 114. 

Bradstreet, Colonel John, captures 
Fort Frontenac, i. 122, ii. 162; 
his eupeditjon against the nortli- 
westem Indians, 163 ei seq.f the 
troops leave Niagara and embark 
on Lake Erie, 174, -176 ; he is 
shamefully duped by wily In- 
dian foes, 177 ; he is rcprimandeit 
by General Gage, 178 note; ar- 
rives at Sandusky, 179 ; Ms im- 
becility, 180 ; reaches Detroit, 
181 ; returns to Sandusky, 191. 

Brebeui; Jean de, a Jesuit mission- 
ary, bis appalUng fitte, 1. 63. 
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Biuhy Ran, li. 60; severe battle 
thera with the Indinns, 61 el leg. ; 
the eaemj repulsed, G5 ; and 
totatlji; routed, 68 ; the losses on 
boUi iidei, A. See Appendix D. 



Ci Jillac, Ls Motte, tOvtads Detroit, 
L21S. 

Cithokia on the TUinoig, a French 
■ettlentent, L &% 156, ii. 253; de- 
»cribed,803; Pontine killed there, 
810, 311. 

Calhoun, a trader, betrayed by the 
Indiana, but escapes, ii. 6, 7. 

Campbell, Lieutenant Genr^.killeil 
with all his command at24iagara, 
ii. 70 note. 

Campbell. Captain, commands at 
Detroit,!. IBO; Uiseovers an In- 
dian plot, 180, 181 ; second in 
command, 230 ; treacherouely de- 
tained in captivity by Pontiac, 
240, 241 ; exposed by Indians to 
the Are of English guns, 291 ; 
cruelly murdered by tbe Indians, 
aw7, 298. 

Canada, a child of the church, i. 
60; settled under religious im- 
pulses. 51 ; characteristics of the 
population, 48, 214 ; the fur-trade, 
49 ; the true interest of the colony 
neglected, ib. ; Jesuit miasionaries 
in, 52; want of energy iu the 
common people, 66, 63; advan- 
tages for intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, 66 ; the colony snf- 
fers from the hostility of the 
Iroquois, 68, 89; Canada an ob- 
ject of the bitterest hatred to the 
English colonies, and why, 95; 
surrendered to the English arms, 
110; Canadians excite the Indians 
to attack the English, 177, 176, 
82S. 

CafMdiBDS compared with the peo- 
ple of New England, i. 47-60; 
their false representations of the 
English colonists, 186; their 
character, 214; unfViendly to the 
English otter the conquest, ITT, 
178. 826. 

CMmibalism of the Indians, i. 367. 

Ckptives taken in war by the In- 



dians, their treatment. I, 19, 20, 
68, 239 note, ii. 235-230, 262 note,- 
sometimes they prefer (o remain 
with the Indians, 237. 238. 
Carlisle, Ta.. a frontier town in 
1760, ii. 4; panic among the in- 
habitants. 50; deplorable scencH 
there, 53; many leave the pla/.'e 
for Lancaster and I'hilnilelphia, 
62 ; it beoomcB the outer settle- 
Carver, Capt. Jonathan, the travel 
ler, i. :i20; his account of the 
conspiracy of Pontiac, 220 nole, 
221 ; other statements made by 
him, 320, 321 note; hia descrip- 
tion of Minavavana, the <Jjtbwa 
chief, 3ei noU; his account ol 
the death of Pontiac, ii. 311 note. 
Cagui/as, one of llie live Nations, 

Champlaiii, Samuel de, attacks the 
Iroquois, i. 66; the baleful con- 
sequences, 67. 

Cherokees atlacltecJ by the Iroquois, 
i 88; remain quiet during the 
Pontiac war, ii. 114. 

Chippeica Indians. See Ojibwa 

Clioulean, Pierre, one of the flrsL 
settlers of St. Louis, ii. 258 ; sur- 
prising changes witnessed by 
him, li. ; the author visits him, ib. 
null ; remembers seeing Pontiac, 
258 nole, 308. 

Christie, Ensign, defends the fort at 
Preaqu' Isle, i. 280-284 ; surren- 



ders. 



^T 






Detroit, ib.; a further ai 

the matter, ii. 16 nole. 
Church, Koman Catholic, its zeal 

fur the conversion of the Indians, 

i. 61. 
Ciapham, Colonel, murdered by the 

Indians, ii. 6, 6 note. 
Colden, Governor of New York, 

refuses to have the Moravian 

Indian converts brought within 

Ilia province, ii. 140. 
Colonies of France and Enghind, 

their distinctive traits, i. 46, 66. 
Compton, Henry, bishop of London, 

advises William Penn to buy 

land of the Indians, i. 81. 
Conestoga. a settlement of friendly 

Indians, ii. 119; their manner of 

life, ib. ; fuipecled af hostile prac- 
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tices, it ; ii mafisacre there, 121. 
See Appendix B. 

Conner, Henry, Indian interpreter, 
hU statement reapecting Pontine 'a 
Urlh, i. mi mei his account uf 
the diaulosure of the plana of 
Pontiac, 217-2-20. 

Confereni.'e of Indiana with Sir 
William Johnson at KiHgara, ii. 
ItiS; thej ask tbrglvenesa, 172. 

Conapintuy of the. Indiana against 
the English after [he French nai', 
i. 172; ita CBu«ea, 173 ; the Eng- 
lish neglect to cultivate their 
friendship, 173, 175; disordera of 
tlie Enghah fur-trade, 174; in- 
trusion of settlers on the indian 
lands, 170 ; the arbitrary conduct 
of tik Je&ey Amherst, 195; tlie 
discontent of the Indians artfully 
increased by the French. 177; 
Indian plot to destroy the Eng- 
lish, 180, mi; a great crisis for 
the Indian race, 1M4 ; the conspir- 
acy discovered, 21ti-220; treach- 
ery or PoT\tiac, '223-'^l ; the var 
begins, 2S2 ; attack on the fort at 
Detroit, 236, 236; negotiation, 
237 ; comes to no gooH result, 

•23» ft Itq. 

Conyngham, Redmond, publishes 

Conestoga, 121 not;. 

Council of Indians Bummoned by 
Pontiac, i. '200 el art). ; appearance 
of Ponliao, 202; his speech, 203 
tl sfq. : council-house at Onon- 
daga, 9 note, 17, 18. 

"CoarettD de boii." or bush-rangers, 
i. 78, 214 ; their degradation, ib ; 
and enperstitidn, I'd ; excite the 
Indians against the English, 177. 

Creek nation lioatile to the English, 
ii. 114. 



Croghai 
156, 167. 



They are disregarded, 
to negotiate with the 
diana, 275; liia convoy 



tacked by the Kickapoos, 289 

arrives at Vincennes, 290 ; meet* 
nith Pontiac, who oflerB the 
calumet of peace, 2'Jl ; proceeds 
to Detroit, 292; holds a council 
there with the Indians, 292-207 ; 
his speech to the Otiawas, 291; 
outdoes the Indians in the uso ol 
Sgurative language, 201, 203 
note; his complete success, 297. 

Crown Point, a French fort erected 
there, i. y6; plan for its reduction, 
105; the pUn fails, 114, 115; 
another aHempt, 125; the fort 
evacuated, 123. 

Cumberland Countv, Pa., settled 
by the Scotch-Irish, ii. 84. 

Cusick, a Tuscarora Indian, the 
historian of bis tribe, i. 14, 16 

Cuyler, Lieutenant, leaves Niagara 
with a reinforcement for Detroit, 
i. 265; is attacked by Indians, 
26ti ; fate of liis detachment, 268. 



D'Abbadie, governor of the French, 
New Orleans, ii. 271 ; givea audi- 
ence to the messengers of Pontiac, 
ih. ; refuses aid, 272 ; dies, ib. 

Da/icotah, their estimated military 
strength, i. 362; their hatred of 
the Ujibwas, 865; their inierfer- 
ence saves the English garrison 
at Green Ba^, ib. 

Dalzcl, Captain, leaves Niagara 
with a reinforcement for Detroit^ 
ittaeked by the Indians, 



807; i 



thea< 



■t Deti 



le Indiai 



314. 



dians in council, 282; finds them 
undecided in their plans, 283; 
'leacctids tlie Ohio, 288: i< at- 



Davera, Sir Kobert, murdered by 
Indians, i. 284 ; the tranaacliun 
erroneously reported, 261. 

Ddaaare tribe of Indians, a bravs 
and generous people, i. 31 ; called 
alsoLenniLenape, 30; (he parent 
stem of the Algonquin tribes. Si. ; 
subjugated by the Iroquois, 7 
recover their independence. 81 . 
their treaty with William Penn 
80, 82; oppressed hy his descend- 
ants, proprietors of I'ennayivania, 
81-87, 102; driven from theii 
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homei, 8S ; some of them pr«ient 
U the battJe of the Mnnonnahela, 
107; in allinnce vitli the Flinch, 
142; attRck the English settle- 
ments, 143; tlieir number esti- 
mated. 143 ; where located in 
1780, 150; found at present be- 
yond the Mississippi, 81 ; in- 
censed agfunst the English, 176; 
a Delaware prophet, his wide 
Influence, 179; the Delawares at- 
tack Fort Pitt, ii. 12, 28; attack 
■ liodj of British troops at Bush; 
Buu, 61 ; are repulsed with great 
teas, 67 ; moral eflfeet of the atKdr, 
71 ; their hostile inroads in Fenn- 
syWanta, 99; a party of them 
wought prisoners to Albanj, 113; 
their inveterate hostility, 190, 
194; their worthless promises, 
195; they sue for peace, 216-^22. 
Detroit founderl, I. 213 ; description 
of, 213,215; held by a Franch 
garrison, 65, 62, 125, 164, 167 ; it 
caiHtulates to the English, 168, 
169; its population at that time, 
213; character of its inhabitants, 
214; the ftirtjflcations, ib.; the 
British icarrison in 1760, 215, 216; 
plan of Poniiac to seize the fort, 



troit, 224 et s«q.; attack on Che 
fort, 235, 236 ; distress of the gar- 
riflon, 246 ; Detroit alone of all 
the frontier posts escapes capture 
by the Indiana. 272 ; the garrison 
reinforced, 290 ; Gladwyn holds a 
council with the Canadians, 291- 
296 ; his speech to them, 2»2 ; 
Indian attempt to burn an armed 
schooner, 30U : the garrison again 
reintorired, 807 ; their niiml>ers, 
818 ; a supply of proTislona col- 
lected, ii. 107; the Ojibwas and 
other tribes ask for peace, ib.; the 
siege of Detroit abandoned, 109 ; 
moral eOect of the failure, 112; 
the garrison continue to be har- 
assed by Indian hostility, 181; 
arriffll of Bradstreet with a large 
military farce,ii.; he meets the In- 
diana in council, 182 ; his absurd 
demands, 183 ; gives great oSence 



there by bidlani, TT ; the (borftd 
issue, a. 
Dieakau, LouU Aug^iste, Baron, 
sails fiom Brest with troops for 
Canada, i. 108 ; his defeat at Lake 
George, 115-119; wounded dan 
gerouaiy, but not mortally, 119, 

Dinwiddie, Robert, Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor of Virginia, reinonetratei 
against ^French encroachment, 
i. 97. 

Dionrmdadiet, or Tobacco Nation, I. 
22. 

Dogs, proposal to hunt the Indiani 
with them, ii, 40 ; the plan given 
in detail, 41 nMe. 



Eastun, Fa., peace there made with 



e Indian 



i. 142. 



Ecuyer, Captain Simeon, com- 
mander at Fort Pitt, ii. 6 ; hit 
letters to Colonel Bouquet quoted, 
5, 6 Kote, 7, 11, 26 ; his answer to 
the proposal to surrender, 14; 
his answer to a similar and aub- 
aequent demand, 24; liia precau- 
tiona for the safety of the fort, 27 
naU; hia gallant conduct, 26 ; his 
discontent at the service, 161. 

Elder. John, paster at Paiion. Pa., 
his creditable military career, ii, 
98 ; hia report to Governor Fenn, 
96 note; his character, 119; 
preaches to armed men, iS,; en- 
deavors to divert the Paxton men 
from their murderous design, but 
in vain, 124 ; his letter to Colo- 
nel Burd, 127 note. See Appen- 
dix B. 

Eliot, Charles, brave actiou of his, 
U.61. 

English colonies, their character- 
istics aa contrasted with those 
of Fiance, i. 47, 48, 50. 65, 78; 



cullivt 



, the f 



ship of the Indiana, 74, 173 ; plan 
for a union of these colonies, 101 ; 
Ita &ilure. and the reaaon why, 
ib. : Eneliah colonies, theirexpos- 
ure to Indian hostility, in 1760, 
194 ; how far they extended at 
that time, ii. 1, 2. 

t of the IhdianF 
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l 74. ITS, 185, laS; Engliih par- 
■imony towards them, ITS. Bee 
ApfKudii B. English fur-trade 
badly conduDleii, 174 ; profligacy 
of the tnden, 175 ; treatment of 
the Indiaos bj the soldieri in 
garri«on, ii. 

Ertci, lodiaa tribe, desCToycil by 
tlie Iroquois, i. 25. 

Ktlierington. Captain George, com- 
niands at MIchiUimiu.'kiDac, i. 
8S1 ; it warned of danger, I'i. ,- 
hii disregard of the oarnlng, ib. ; 

the massacre of his men, 841 ; 
he Is taken by the Indians, 375. 
841; his letters quoted, 275, 864; 
bow he passed the night al^er the 
massacre, 849, 350; his compli- 
mentary letter to Colonel Bou- 
quet on Ilia promotion, ii. 242,248, 



a8« 

Fisher, Sergeant, murdered by the 
Indians, i. 282; treatment of hU 

Forbes. General John, drives the 
French from Fort Du Quesne, i. 
122. 143, 146. 

Forest of the West, 1. 147 ; routes 
and modes of travel through it, 
152-165 ; the scattered Indian 
and French settlements, 14S, 166 ; 
the forest ganisoiu, 167 ; buutera 
and trappers, 158. 

FoK l>u Quesuo, built by the 
French, i. 105 ; Braddock's ap- 
proach to it, 107 ; taken by Oen- 
srai Forbes, 122, 145; the fort 
destroyed and rebuilt, ii. 3; and 
the namecbangedto Fort Pitt, i. 
163. 

Fort L( 
ans after a gallant d 
17. 

Fort Iiigonier, ii. 4 ; attacked by In- 
dian, 10, 21, 4B, 47 ; the fort is 
reinforced and holds out to the 

Fort Miami taken by the Indians, 

i. 278, 
Fort Pitt,originaUyFortDnQnefiMk 



1, 15S, lOS; its commanding pe>l 
tion, ii. 2; built on the ruins ot 

the old fort, S ; tvo roads friim it 
to the English settlements, 4; 
exposed to danger from the Indi- 
ans, 6, 6, 12 ; strength of the 
garriaoD, 11 ; attacked by Indi- 
ans, 12; the Indians frightened 
and withdrav, 14; the surrender 
of the fort twice demanded, 18, 
S3 ; a vigorous attack by the In- 
dians, 25, 26 ; the attack inefTect^ 
ual, 27 ; the fbrc reinforced and 
secured from further danger, 69 ; 
brief history of tlie siege by one 
of the garrison, 70 nine. 

Franklin, Benjamin, his account of 
the mitrder of Indians in Lancas- 
ter jail, 125 Halt,- his energetic 
conduct in providing for tlie de- 
fence of Philadelphia, 143 

Fraser, Lieutenant Alexander, ac- 
companies Croghan in an embas- 
sy to the Indians, ii. 276; viaila 
the country of the Illinois. 283; 
his account of that country, 258 
nod; is ill-treated and his life in 
danger, 284; Pontiac saves his 
life, ib.; descends the Mississippi 
and arrives at New Orleans, 286. 

French colonies, their distinctive 
characteristics, i. 46 a w;- ,- devo- 
tion to the Romish church. 47, 
50 ; engaged in the fur-trade, 49 ; 
their hick of energy, 56 ; have 
au extended military frontier, 49, 
62; French plan to eiclnde the 
Anglo-Saion race from the val- 
ley of the Mississippi, 62 ; French 
expeditions against the Iroquois, 
66-TU ; French inQuence among 
the Indians widely extended, 71, 
76; instances of French inhu- 
manity, 75, 76.; complaisance to- 
wards the savages, 77 ; Fmncb 
blood mingles largely with In- 
dian, 78, 215; the Fr«nch in t)i» 
Oliio valley, 87 ; obtain an influ 
ence over the Iroquois, 88, 89, 
and over the Indians on tlie Ohio, 
101 ; occupation of Fort Dn 
Quesne, 107; driven from all 
their possessions in North Ameri- 
ca, 140; French settlement* in 
the Illinois valley, 156 ; French 
policy towards the Indiana 174 
luCs. See ApptadixB. 
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FrontcnMO, Oonnt, Qoreraor of 
Canada, aida the enterpriges of 
La Salle, i. 60 ; liis eipedition 
(gainst tlie Iroquois, 69, 70; cul- 
tivates the frieadehip of other 
iDdiHni, 75; bums alive an Iro- 
quuia prisoner, ib. 

Frontier of Yirgioia, ii. 31 ; of 
PenngjlTania, 89; the frontier- 
man descnbed, 81^3, 

Froaticra of the Bngliih provinces, 
ii. 1; how guarded, 2; ravaged 
)>y the Indiaoa, 28; suBeringa of 
Itie actilen, 42; difficulties of 
communication between the out- 
posts and tlie settled country, 49 ; 
the frontiers desolated, 85 el kij. ; 
consternation of tlie settlers, ib. ; 
fearful seenes enacted, 87 d sai.; 
general dislress, 94 ; the number 
■lain or capti'ited duriug four 
months, 116; the frontier people 
make loud complaints of neglect, 
116; their resentment against the 
Quakers, to. ,- their intense hatred 
(^ the Indians, 117. See Appen- 
dix Y.. 

Fur-lraile as carried on frora Can- 
ada, i. 49, e^ 71 ; from tlie Eng- 
lish colonies, 72, 79 ; Mie coarears 
(fe6«s. renegades from civilization, 
78; ftir-tradc, mode of operation, 
163 ; equipment and character of 
tiie fur-trader, 15S, 168 ; difficul- 
ties, hardships, and dangers of 
the way, 1&4, 156; the call for 
energy and courage, 168; char^ 
8Ct«r and habits of the existing 
trapper and hunter in the br 
West, 158, 159 ; the white savage 
compared with the red, 159 ; fiir- 
ttade as conducted by the Eng- 

, Ush; its great Ikults, 174; bad 
character of tlie English traders, 
176; French fiir-trwlen ieBaine 
the leMnnneDt of the Indians, 
177,820. 



G. 

Owe, General Thomas, present at 
Brtddock's defeat, i. 110; re- 
cdves a severe wound, 112; his 
aingular testimony conceming 
Fontlac, 266; succeeds Amherst 
M c<Hnmaodei-iD-cliieI^ iL lOS; 



•ends a body of troops to Phila- 
delphia, to protect it against tlie 
Paiton rioters, 141. 

OaliaeonnlSre, Count, his plan of 
French oolonicaUoD, i. 6S. 

Oallaiin, Albert, quoted, L 6, 3S, 
27. 

Gales, Qeneral Horatio, present at 
Braddock'sdefest, i. IIQ; severe- 
ly wounded, 112, 

Gladwyu, Major, commands at De- 
troit, i. 183, 209; the hostile 
plans of Pontiac disclosed to him, 
219; hi* precautions, 221; scene 
between him and Pontiac. 226, 
227 ; his letters to General Am- 
lierst, 227 note 249 note ; su%n 
Pontiac to esuape, 227, 228, 280; 
refuses to abandon tlie fort, 244 ; 
Pontine in vain endeavors to ter- 
rify him, 291 ; Gladwyu holds a 
council with the Ganadians, 291- 
296; his speech to them, 292; 

obtaine a supply of ~ " — " 

107 ; proposes to e 

Indians by a free sale of bum, 

109 nolt. 

Oladwyn, schooner, on her retura 
to Detroit from Niagara, is at- 
tacked by Indians, i. 313, 819 ; 
gallant detfence by the crew, 819 \ 
saved by a desperate expedient 
i6. 

Giendenning, Archibald, killed by 
the Indisna, ii. 87 ; masculine 
spirit of his wife, 88. 

Onadenliutlen, Pa., a Moravian mis- 
sionary stadon, destroyed, ii. 
129 

Goddard, an English fur-trader, i. 
S31, 

Godelroy, a Canadian, summons 
fort Miami to surrender, i. 378 ; 



goes 



a lO Illinois as interpreter to 
an English embassy, ii. 186 ; 
saves Morris's life, 139; sbinds 
firmly by his captain, 191-194. 
Gordon, Lieutenant, uimmander at 
Fort Venango, Ii. 19; tortured 10 
death by the Indians, 20 ; roasted 
alive during several nights, 88 

Gorell, Uealenant J,, eitrauta from 
his journal, i. 162 ; command* 
at Green Bay, 862; his impor- 
tant duties, ib. ! his prudent con- 
duct, G63; hit tpMch to th« 
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IfeDomoniei, 868, 865; embarkB 

with his garriaoD, 8G5 ; arrires 

at Mtmtreal, 367. 
Goflhen, N. Y., faise klana thera; 

its imgalar cause, ii. 75. 
Qonin, , a CnnadUo, caationi 

Qladwyn, i. 219; endeavon the 

securiij' of " ' ' ' ■" '"" 
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Detroil, Appendix 

Grant, Mrs. Anne, 
account of the murder of Sir 
Bobert DarerB, 1. 282 aiDe. 

Grant, Captain, in the diitaBtroua 
a&ir at Bloody Bridge, i. 809, 
811, 815,316. 

Gray, Captain, &1U in the Qght at 
Bloody Bridge, L 318. 

Gray, a soldier at Presqu' Isle, ii. 
15; escapes massacre, &. 

Gray, Thomas, his " Elegy in a 
Country Chnrcli-Yard," repealed 
by Wolfe, the night before his 
death, i. 131. 

Gre«i, Thomas, a tradei. slain by 
the Indiacs, ii. 8 note. 

Geeen Bay, a French Betllement, L 
55, 6'2 i taken possession of by 
the English, 170; its early his- 
tory, 321; an important post, 
862; abandoned by its com- 
mander, but its garrison pre- 
served S65=-86T. 

Greenbrier, Va., attack on, ii. 87. 

■Griffin," The flret vessel built 
on the upper lakes, i- 63 ; her 
Toyaee on Lakea Brie and Hu- 



Hectewelder, Jobn, Moravian raia- 
Bionary, relate* a curious story 
of the superstition* regard of 
Indians for insane persons, ii. 9. 



Henry, Alexander, pioneer of the 
English fur-trade in the eitreme 

tnrea, 827 :'his interview with an 
Ojibwa ciiief, 327-331 ; attacked 
by a party of Ottawas, 831; an 
Ojibwa chief takes a liking to 



him, 836; and warns lum of 
danger, 836; escapes the massa- 
cra at Michillimackinsc, 842; 
his account quoted, 841-348; 
his extreme danger, 344, 846, 
his life spared, and the manner 
thereof, 313 tt wo. ,- his further 
adventures, 819-362, 360 ; painted 
and attir«d like an Indian, 361 ; 
extract from Henry's Travels, ii. 
168-170; he is delivered from 
captivity and brought safely la 
Niagara, 175. 

Hodenosauaet, the Indiau name for 
the Five Nations, i. 7. 

Holmes, Ensign, commander of 
Tort Miami, discovers a plot of 
the Indians againsc the English, 
i. 189 ; the fort is taken, and he 
is kilted by the Indians, 278. 

Hopliins, Mr., of Wyoming, escapea 
the massacre there, ii. 102. 

Howe, Lord, killed at Ticooderoga, 
i. 123. 

Hughes, John, of Lancaster, Pa., 
details of his plan to hunt tlw 
Indians with dogs, 41 note. 

Huroia or Ifyanrfols, their popula- 
tioa, i. 22 ; had characteristics in 
common with the Iroquois, 23 j 
their utter ruin and disperaion, 
24 ; present at Braddock'a de- 
feat, 109 ; their population ea- 
timated, 118 ; their energy, 15] ; 
a conquered people, 116. 



Iberrille, Lemoine d', (bnnda tlu 

colony of Louisiaiu, i. 61. 

lUinoa nation of Indians, i. B8 ; 
tribes of which that nation waa 
composed, ii. 812, note. 

Illinois River, the region described, 
ii. 245 et seq.i its early coloniza- 
tion, 219-261; character of the 
firat BBlllera, 251; the popula- 
tion, its numbers and location, 
253 ; the Indians of that country, 
251, 266 ; the English take vo»- 
session of Fort Chartres, and ot 
the Illinois country, 269, 298. 

Insanity, persons laboring under 
it, superstitious regard of In- 
dians for, ii. 9, to. 

Indian summer described, iL 110. 
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Inffiuit, their general clianicter, 
L 1, all lire bj the cliase, 2; 
tbeir pride and self-ijoneciousneas, 
ib.; the; cannot endure reatraint, 
is. ; influRnce of the eactiems, 
what, S; dintinction between the 
civil and military authority, i6. : 
the Indian inflexibly adheres 



; divisi 






olaDS, ib. ; the totems, or symbolB 
of the clana, 6 ; peculiar char- 
acter of the clan, ib. ; iu priri- 
leges, 6; diiision of the Indian 

Epulatioa into three great fam- 
19, ib.; their dwellings and 
worksof detenue, 16; tlieir mode 
of life, 18 ; their legendary lore, 
87; and religious belief, SU; the 
unity of God unknown to them, 
ib.; the Indian character often 
mistaken, 40 ; the Indian strange- 
ly self-contradittory, t6. ,■ hia 
character summed up, 41^4; 
treatment of Indiana by the 
Frencli, 73-77 ; by the English, 
73 ; by William Penn, 81 ; by 
his Bona, Hi. 85 ; by the Quakers, 
82, 8S; attitude of the Indian 
tribes towarda the Engliah in 
1765, BB; their alarnj at the ap- 
pearani:e of the French on the wa- 
ters of the Ohio, 109; the French 
conciliate them, 101; eSect on 
them of Braddock'g defeat, 114 ; 
Attached to the French interest, 
146 ; estimate of the Indian pop- 
ulation in 1760 in the present 
territory of the United States, 
148; striking instance of Indian 
■caleness, 160 note; their feel- 
ings at the surrender of Detroit, 
169; intense hatred of the Eng- 
Lsh takes pogsesaion of the In- 
dians, 1T2 ; its manifestalions, 
ib.; treatment of the Indians by 
the Engliah, 173, 174 note, 186; 
plot formed tor the destruction 
of the English, 180, 181 ; their 
imperfect preparation fiDr the 
war, 191 ; def^ta of their aa 
eial system, ib.; without any 
ceotral authority, ib. ,- their chiett 
had no power but of advice and 
persiuaioi], li>2 ; Indians will not 
■abmit to reatraint or discipline, 
198; they are capricious and 
■mstable, &.; ollen desert their 



leaders, 192; they ai« fbrmid- 
ahle in email detached parties 
only, 193 ; they are fond of whr 
and ready to engage in it, ib. ; 
they never fight hut when 
sure to win, 194 ; alert and a.- 
tive, crafty and treacherous, they 
cause 'vide -spread havoc, but 
carefuU/ avoid col I ia ion - with a 
foe, ill. ! Indiana prone lo quarrel, 
201 ; Indian council. 200 et to/. ,- 
war-dance, 233 ; Indian attack on 
Detroit, 235 «t seq. ; idea of mil- 
itary honor, 245; courage, 246; 
sad efiect of whiskey. 267, 268 ; 
Indiana %lit from ambush, 266; 
Indian barbarity. See Barbarilg, 
Indian. Indiana attempt to de- 
stroy an armed achooner, 800 ; 
their prolonged blockade of De- 
troit. 302; a curious instance of 
Indian fiiendsbip, 335 ; Indian 
ball play, 340; fearful masaacre 
by Indiana at UichillimncMnac, 
343 el teq.; cannibalism, 357; 
revulaion of feeling, 857. SSO ; 
Indian blthlessness, 194, S40, ii. 
7, 9 ; Indiana fight in ambuscade, 
ii, 77, 97; cannot stand before 
border riflemen, 97; great con- 
ference of Indians at Niagara, 
168 et «7.,- veneration of In- 
diana for the rattlesnake, 168 
note ; lo some white people Indian 
life haa charms, 237 ; Indiana of 
the Illiaoia. 264 ; council of In- 
dians meet Sir William Johnson 
at Johnson Hall, 72; again at 
Niagara. 168 ; council at Detroit, 
292-297; Indians are pleased 
when while men adopt their fig- 
urative langua^. 296 itnie. 
Iroquois, or Five Sationa, afterwards 
Sis Nations, i. 7; the term often 
applied to the entire femily of 
which they were a part, ib. . tlieir 
extended conquests, ib. See Ap- 
pendix A. Causeaof tlieirsuccess, 
8; tribal orgnnization, 9; their 
manner of conducting public 
business, ti.; divided mto eight 
clans, 10 ; great power of Ihia 
system, ib. ; descent of the sit- 
chemship in the female line, 11 ; 
eitensire prevalence of this cus- 
tom, Hi.noie! origin of the Iro- 
quois, 12; Indian tradilioD cca 
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oarniDg II, 12, 13 ; their fedtutic 
legeods, 14, 16; rude state of the 
aru among them, IS , their 
agriculture, i6. ; their for tiScatlons 
and itrongholds. i6. ; their dvell- 
inga, IT; their life of eicitement, 
IH; prepanition for war, lU ; re- 
turn from war, ib, ; fiendish cruel- 
ty, 1%..,- their iMundless pride, 21 ; 
military strength, ib. ; destroy the 
Hunms, 23, 24 ; and several other 
Indian nations, 25; their cruel 
treatment of uapiireg, 26 ; their 
lieenCiousness, 2d ; their god of 
thunder, S8; attack made on 
them by Champlain, 66 ; theyhe- 
oome the irreconcilable foes of 
the French colonies, 67 ; their 
attack on Mnotreal, 6B ; (heir ex- 
treme ferocity, ift. ; expedition of 
Frontenac agunat them, 69, TO; 
tlieii rancor abatea, TO; irritated 
Bgainjt the ICnglish and why, 88 ; 
infiuence over them gained by 
Sir William Johnson, 90. See 
Appendix A. Tliey assume to dis- 
pose of lands in Pennsylvania, 
85,102; treaty of oUiant'e with 
them. 102; tliey induce the 
Delawares to make peace with 
the English, 142; flock to the 
British standard, 146; estimate 
of thelrnumbers. 148 ; what their 
approach to civilization, 149; 
meet Sir William Johnson in 
councal, and are restrained by 
him from war against tlie Eng- 
lish, ii. 72 ; the Senecas already 
at war with them. i. 180, 1S7, ii. 
20, 29, 72; the Iroquois send a 
message to the Delawares, ex- 
horting them to bury the hatchet, 
74; a war-party of tlie Iroquois 
goes out to flght the Delawares, 
118; their success, lb. 



Jesuit mtssiotiaries in Canada, L 62 
ti teq, ! their religious zeal and 
euteiprise, 53; their suflerings, 
63, 54; Blender resultt, 55; iMd 
the van of French colonization, 
ifi.; the firm amiliaries of French 
power, 66. 

Jogues, Isaac, a Jesuit missionary, 
a captive among the IroquoU, i. 
64 ; tortured by them, &, / hij 

■ death, ib. 

Johnian, Sir William, settles on the 
Mohawk River, i. 90 ; trades with 
the Indians, t6, ,- acquires great 
influence over (hem, 91. See Ap- 
pendix A. Becomes a miyor- 
general and a baronet, ib. ; re- 
peatedly defeats the French, 91, 
115-lly, 125; his death, 92; his 
guofi and bad qualities, ib. ; hia 
Dohle flgiirc, ii. HUO ; his esllmaia 
of tlie Indian population, i. 148 ; 
hia annoyance from Indians, 152 
tiMei ills statement of the French 
policy toward the Indians and it* 
results, 174 note,- his letters quot- 
ed, 74 itott. Ii. 74 note ; his influ- 
ence keeps the Indians around 
him quiet, ii. 2y ; convokes a 
council of the Six ^Nations and 
persuades them not to attack th« 
English, T2; arms his tenantry, 
74; thelrnumbers, 74 nare,'oSera 
fifty dollars each for the heads of 
two noted Delaware chieb, 113; 
sends messengers to the north- 
western tribes. 164 ; meets a con- 
ference of Indians at Niagara, 
163 noM; his Interview with Foa- 
tiao at Oswego, SOO ef ibj.,- his 
address, 301 ; his ledecision at 
the outbreak of the Heroluiion, L 
91 ; his death, 92. 

Johnston, Captain, cut off with 
nearly all his men, ii. TO note. 

Jonois, a Jesuit priest, i. 275 ; com- 
mended for humanity, 276, S49, 
860, 868 ; visits Detroit. 275, 85*. 



Jamel, Lieutenant, at Michillimack- 

inac slain by the Itidians.1. 841,364. 

Jenkins. Lieutenant Edward, taken 

E loner by the Indians, L 276; 
ti>tter. 277 nofft 



Eaekaskia, a French settlement, L 

62, 166. 
KickapooB attack Oeorge Croghan, 
ii. 23y. 
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L'Aibre Croche, a aettleniant of 
the Oitawa Indians, i. SSI, S51, 
864.866. 

Ltt Butte, interpreter to M^jor 
Oladwyn at Detroit, i. 226 ; goes 
with a message to Pontiao, 237 ; 
his fldelit; suspected, 242 j M»- 
jor Qladvj'ii confidei in him, 

J^clede, Pierre, the founder of St. 






I. 257. 



Lake Georfre, called Lac St, Sacre- 
metit, i. 1^1 1 batiieof, IIS-IIU; 
tlie lake deecrilied, 121 ; the 
scene of active warfiire, ib. 

LallemnDt, Oaiiriel, niissioDni? 
among the Hurona, tortured with 
fire, 1. 54 ; hi* lingering death, (A. 

Lancaster, Pa., jail, Indians lodti;ed 
tliere for aafelj, il. 1*23 ; the jail 
broken open and the Indians 
killed, 124, 126 ; an account of 
the aakir by Fraoklio, 126 note. 

Langlade, Charles, a resident at 
Mackinaw, i. 342; a witness of 
the massacre and careless about 
it, 312, S44 ; kindness of his wife, 
845 ; he sufrenders Mr. Henry to 
hia pursuers, 347 ; aaves Henry's 
life, 349 ; hia heartlesaneas, 861 ; 
he and hia &ther the firat white 
settlers in Wiaeonain, 842 aula. 
■ La Salle. Robert Careller de, hia 
great design, i. 67 : his character, 
68; builds the_ first tcsbcI on the 
upper lakes, ib. ; hia voyage on 
Lakes Erie and Michigan, ib. ; 
penetrates the region of the Illi- 
noia, 69 j his difflcultiei and em- 
bsrrasements, ib.; descends the 
Misaiaaippi, 6D ; reaches Its 
mouth, and takes poasesaion of 
the whole immense valley for 
Louis XIV., 61 ; rain of his final 
expedition, il>. ; his death, ib. ; 
s further account of him, li. 24Q, 
250. 

Ia Verandje attempts to reach the 
Rocky Mountains, i. 71 ; pene- 
trates to the AasinniboinRiTer,*. 
Legends of the Iroquois, their mon- 
strous cliaracter, 1. 14, 16, 88 ; of 
the Algonquins, 88, S9. 
itenni Xjtnajte, tee Delawttm. 
Leslie, Lteuttnant, at UichiUinack- 



inac, t. SSg ; taken by the Indi- 
ans, 841, 864. 

Loftua, U^or, his abortive attempt 
to ascend the Mississippi, iL 260, 
267. 

Loskiel, Moravian mieslonaiy, qnot- 
■d, ii. 9. 

Louisiana colonized, L 61. 



Macdonald, James, of Uetrolt, hU 
account of the detention of two 
British officers, i. 241 note ; his 
account of the death of Capt. 
Campbell, 298 noM. 

McDoagnl, Lieutenant, of Detroit, 
visits the Indian camp and ii 
treacherously seised, i. 238; the 
McDougal MSS. quoted, 263; 
escapes, 298. 

McGregurv, Major, attempts the Sax- 
trade, biit tkils, i. 72, 

Meloclie, at hia lioniie two British 
officers are conttned, 1. 24t, 249; 
further noUce of the house, 61<^ 

sr2. 



Min-ni nation of Indians, 1. 88; 
fHendly to the English, 93; re- 
tained their ancient cliaractWi 
161. 

Miami fort. See Fort Miami. 

Michilllmockinac, a French settle- 
ment and fort. 1. 66, 62; takea 
poeseasion of by the English, 170; 
captured by the Indians, 276, 
276; the approach to it desciibed, 
822,323; deacriptjon of the plaoa 
itself, 328, 838, 858; import ol 
the name, 323; tradition con 
ceming tlie name, S6d tints ,■ early 
history of the place, 824 ; its pop- 
ulation in 1763, ib. ; Indian tril)es 
in the vicinity, 326 ; they join in 
the cunepiracy of Pontiac, S3S ; 
strength of the garrison at the 
time, 884 ; warnings of danger, 
i'6. ,- the evening before the maa- 
sacre, 3S6 ; the moralng of the 
massacre, ball-play, 338; the 
mnssacre, 841; shacking scenes, 
343; followed by mi Indian da 
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tanch, S19; the Indiani leave 

the place, 361. See Appendix C. 

Uilitary hoQor, lodiftn ioeti of il, 
i. lel, 24S. 

Uineiavana, the great Ojibwa chief, 
called also the Grand SauCeur, i. 
827 1 hlB interview with Alex- 
ander Henry, S27-331 ; hia char- 
acter and influence, ZZ2, 333; 
leads the attack on ftlichilliniack- 
inac, 363 ; hie speech to the Ot- 
tawaa, ib.; releases Mr. Henry, 
856; deBcription of bim fivm 
Carver's Travels, S«I tuMi comet 
to Detroit to aik for peuce, ii. 
293. 

Hie«ioiiary labors among the Indi- 
ans by the Jesuits, i. 52 a mg., 
78; by the English, 73. 

MiAaiela, attack the Feuubscol In- 

" Mohoz all devil ! " i. 7 note. 
Mongrel population, French and 

Indian, E, 78, 216. 
Uunkton, Genera], reduces Acadia, 

i. 114: commands under Wolfe 

in the expedition against Quebec, 

180; in command at Fort I'itt, 

165. 
Uonongahela River, passage of by 

Braddock's army, i. 107,110; 

Battle of, 111-113. 
Montcnlm (Louie Joseph de St. 

V^n), Marquia of, lAes Oswe- 



Oeneral Abervrombie on Ticon- 
deroga, 123, 121 ; commands the 
army ip opposition to Wolfe, 127 ; 
his defeat and death, 139. 

Uontour, CapiaiTi, makes a succeee- 
ful inroad upon the Indians, ii. 
113. 

Montreal, attack on it by the Iro- 



quois 



I the 



English forces, 141. 
Moravian missions in Pennsylvania, 
ii. 12B ; the converts involved in 
dangerfroin both the French and 
the English, ib. r murder of some 
of them. 130; the mission broken 
op and the converts removed to 
Fhiladelpliia. 132, 133 ; sent 
thence to New York, 139, 140 ; 
insulted by the mob, 138, 140; 
not allowed to enter New York 
or to stay in New Jersey, 141; 



brought back to PhiladelphiA, ib. , 
remam there a whole year, 1&5. 
Morris, Captain, goes on an eml]a» 
sy lo the lihnois country, ii. 186 ; 
hie interview with Pontisc, 187; 
holds a council with the Indians, 
188 ; eucoimters a band of savage 
warriors, 190 ; he is a captive 
among the Indians, 191 ; expects 
to be tortured, 192; is released, 
193 ; abandons bis mission and 
returns to Detroit, 194 ; reference 
to bis published journals, 195; 
returns home, meeting wiUi dis- 
aater on the way, 197, 198. 

N. 

Ntatrai Naibm, why so named, i. 
22; their destruction by the Iro- 
quois, 24. 

New England, population contrasted 
with that of Canada, i. 47 et teg. ; 
their energy and patient industry, 
50 ; did not obtain Indian lands 
but by purcluise, 81 nae. 

New York, Province of, suffers 
ih>m Indian hostiUties. ii. 74. 

Niagara, Frendi fort there, i. 58, 
62, 70 ; attack on it by the Eng- 
lish, 91; failnrs of the attack, 
114; another attempt, 125; the 
fort surrenders, 126 ; great con- 
ference of Indians tJiera, iL 168 



Ohio Rlver,nolDdianE dwelt on it* 

banks, i. 156. 

Ohio Company, formed, and f<s 
what purpose, i. 97. 

Ohio Valley, proposal to secnre it 
for the English, i. 96; French 
settlemeata there, 62; further 
encroachments, 87, 97 el te/. ; 
alarm of the Indians of that vicin- 
ity, 100; Ohio Indiana at war 
with the English, 142; es^male 
of their numbers. 148; the Obia 
valley described as it was in 1760, 
147 tt let/.; its population, 148 
et aeq.i routes of travel, 152; 
modes of travel, 161-155. 

OjiiMa naUon of Indiam, i. M; 
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379 



die^ the carMr of IroquoU 

cooqueat, it. ; their model of lift, 
86; Buffitringi in winter, S6; 
tome of them present it the 
batde of the Monoagahela, 107 ; 
join Fontiac in hie attack on 
the Engliali, 234, 249; notice 
of their viikge on Mackioaw, 
826 ; a party of them detcribed, 
827 j interview witti Alexander 
Heoiy, 1127-331 ; their ilaughter 
of the English gturiBon at Michil- 
liniackinac, S4I et leq,; hated by 
theDahcolaha, 366; the Ojibwaa 
aak for pelice, ii. lOT j thej mn- 
■olt their oracle, lUS; the tinBwer 
received, 167 1 peace concluded, 
174. 
Onadat, a tribe united in confed- 
eracy with four others, 1. S. See 

Onondaga, coimcil-houHe at, 1. 9 
note I deacciption of it, 17, IS 
naf«, 119. 

OaoaiiiiQas, a tribe included in the 
Confederacy of the Five Nations, 

i. 9. See hoqaoU. 

Oiwego, an English fort there, 72 ; 
taken br the Frencti, L TB, 122, 
146. 

Otlaanu, i. 84 ; present at the battle 
of the Monongahela, 107; led by 
Fontiac, 109 ; their village near 
Detroit, 216; their attack on 
Detroit, 236, 239, notice of their 
village near Mackinaw, R25 ; a 
party of tliem vieit Mackinaw 
and threaten Knglish fur-traders, 
SSI; lake English prisaners trom 
the OjLbwas, 861; a party of 
them take poa&esBion of Michilli- 
mackinac, 362 ; collision with the 
Ojihwaa, 851 d teg. ; they incite 
the Delawores to war against the 
English, ii. 28; the Ottawas re- 
fuse to bury tlie hatchet, 108; 
they meet bn- William Johnson 
Bt Nia^fara and make peace, 172, 
173 ; at Detroit they meet Greorge 
Croghan for a like purpose, 294. 

Ourry, Captain Lewis, commander 
St Fort Bedfhrd, ii. 43; hia 
■lender force. 48, 41 ; hiB corre- 
■pondence with Col. Bouquet, ib. 

Owen*, David, diabolically kills and 
■calps his own Indian wifb and 
■everal ol her relatione, ii. 201- 

aoa. 



Faulty, En^ga, a captive to the In- 
dians, i. 270, 371 ; adopted as one 
of them, ib.! mokes hia escape, 
297. 

Faxlon, in Pennaylvaiua, character 
of its inhabitants, ii. 119; ltd 
worthy minister, John Elder, it.; 
a party of men proceed from thii 

Elace and murder six jriendly 
idiaos, 120 ei aeq. ; the survivori 
of the massacre lodged in Lan- 
caster County jail, 122, 128. See 
Appendix E. The act causei 
^reat excitement, 127 ; the deed 
justified &om Scripture, 128 ; the 
rioters march on Fhiladelpliia tt> 
kill the Moravian converts, 186 ; 
alarm of the citizens, 188, 146; 
measures for defence, 143 ; treaty 
with the rioters, 148 ; they with- 
draw, 160; a party of them make 
prize of Croghan'a goods, 276- 
278; they escape punish me tit and 
set the government at defiance, 
279. 

Pawnee woman saves the lifb of 
Alexander Henry, i. 313; the 
Fawnee tril>e, 313 note. 

Fenn, William, his treatment of tb* 
Indians, i. 80 ; jHys twice for hi» 
lands, 82 noM ; bis aona pursue a 
contrary poliuy, 82. 

Pennsylvania, treatment of the In- 
dians in, i. 80 ei sto. ; the " wait- 
ing purchase," 84 ; shameflil 
couduct of the proprietors, 85, 
'"" - Pennsylvania wasted by 



Indiai 



, 142; 



t of il 



settlements in 1760, iL i; the 
province refuses aid to its defend- 
ers, 18, 68; distress of the inhab- 
itants on its frontier, 52, 68; the 
frontier described, 81 ; origin and 
character of the inhabitants, ib. f 
the frontier settlers betake them- 
selves to QIght before Indian 
ravage, 86; general distress, 91; 
measures of defence opposed by 
the Quakers ia the Assembly, 
96; WHrfare along the Susque- 
hanna, 99 et K/j. ! contests of tlie 
Assembly with the proprietary 
governors, 101; vigorous meas 
nres at length adopted, 142. 
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Penobscot loiJiiin* attacked hf Qm 
MohAirka, i. 7 note. 

Pbitnilelphia, a. place of outfit for 
the Inaian trade, L 163; the Mo- 
raviaQ conrerti removed Ihitlier, 
U. 1S3; gTBKt alarm tell at the 
approach of the Faxtoa boya, 
138; the people called to »nn», 
14;) ; extreme excitement, 145 ; 
treaty with the riolan, 118. See 
Appendix E. 

Picquet, a Jeiuit miiBionaiy, [. 50 ; 
eiigagei in military enterpriaea, 
89. 

Pittman, Capl«in, doea not ascend 
the Miseiasippi, ii. 209, 269. 

Pittsburgh (Fort Du Quesne) occu- 
pied bv the English, i. 99 ; b/ thi 
French, 107 ; its captore bj Gen- 
eral Forbea, 122, 

Poiitiao, hia or[gia, 1. 183 wK* ,■ leads 
the Ottawaa out in the attack oa 
Braddock'a fbrce, 109, 184; his 
interview with Rogers, 166; his 
haughty behavior, ib. ; his char- 
acter, lee, 217, 229. 267 ; eubmltg 
to the English, IBS, 167; his 
inSuence among the 
12; his 



, 183; 



fierci 






. his great 
qualities. 183, 255; his enduring 
fame, ib.; in alliance with tlie 
JiVench, 181 ; sends ambassadors 
to eicile the Indians over all the 
West, 186 ; listena to tlie Ailse- 
hoods of the Canadians, 186 ; re- 
solves on war vith the English, 
ib.; the proposal accepted, 187; 
he eolleots a multitude of Indians 
In a council, 200 ; his appearance, 
202 ; his speech, 203 «f »»/. ; alle- 
gory told by hinj, 204-207 ; his 
plan for an attack on Detroit. 
208, 210; performs a calumets 
dance within its walls, 209; 
Fontiflc at home, 217; his plan 
to seize Detroit, 218-220; the 
plot revealed, 219. See Appendix 
C. Pontiau admitted to the fort, 
225, 280; finds that his designs are 
known, 229; his treachery, 227, 
228 ; scene between him and 
Gladwyn, 226. 227, 280; Glad- 
wyn permits him to escape, 227, 
2iiS, 230 ; Fontiao throws 00" the 
mask, 231 ; the war begins, Wi; 



Pontlac ennged, 238; the «ai>' 
dance, lA. ; attack on the (brt, 

235, 236; his duplicity. 2J7 ; dtp 
tains two British officers, 240; 
threatens to bum Gladwyn alive, 
248 ; visited by a deputation of 
Canadians, 249-258; his speech 
to them, 351-253; provides sup- 
plies of fbod tor his followers, 
254 ; issues promiBsoiy notes for 
the payment, 255; is desirous of 
learning war &oia Europeans, ib.; 
General Gage's account of him 
356 ; Miyor Itogers's account, 26S, 
aocnunt of him by William Smith, 
256 note; his magnanimity illus- 
trated by anecdotes, 257, 269 1 
number of his followers, 272; 
tries (0 terrify Qladwyn into a 
surrender, 291 ; sends messen- 
gers to the Indians of Mackinaw, 
833,860; his long-cherished hopes 
of assistance from France come 
to an end, ii. 108; his message 
tu Gladwyn annooncing tliis re- 
sult, 109; abandons tlie siege of 
Detroit, ib. ; his interview with 
Captain Morris On the Maumea 
Kiver,187-IB9; his hopes cruelied, 
but his spirit whole, 2!iO; goes to 
the Llinoia country, ib. ; is aided 
by the French settlers there, 261 ; 
they deceive him with hopes of 
ud fi-om France, 262 ; Neyon, thu 
French commandant, discourages 
him, 263 ; rouses the tnbes of the 
Illinois to war, 264 ; sends mes 
sengen, with simihir intent, to 
the Indians in Southern Louisi 
ana, 270 ; and to Mew Orleans, 
271 ; they return without suc- 
cess, 274. Fontiac saves the life 
of Lieutenant Frasec, 284; seizes 
a cargo of EngUsh goods, 267 ; 
his followers forsake him, and be 
finds that all is lost, 287; offers 
the English envoy, Croghan, the 
calumet of peace, 291 ; his speech 
to the Indian tribes assemtue'I at 
Detroit, 295; meets Sir William 
Johnson at Oswego, 301 ; prom- 
ises a fidl compliance with the 
Bnglieh demands, 805; still sup- 
posed to cherish thoughts of 
vengeance, 807 ; visits St. Louii, 
808 { appears in French uniform, 
i>. ; his asaassiaation at Caliokia, 
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810, Sll ; buried near St. Lania, 
811; hU death avenged, S12. 
See Appendix B. and C. 

Poit, Chrlitian Frederic, a Mora- 
Titui missioDaiy, visits the Ohio 
Indian! to detach them from the 
French interest, i. li'S; extracts 
from hia journal, 144 note; iuc- 
cceds in his errand, 146. 

Pothier, a Jesuit priest, endeaTore 
to restrain the Wyandots from 
hostilities, i. 248, 

Pnttawattanin, kindred of the Ojib- 
was, i. SI; located near Detroit, 
168, 216; and near the bead of 
Lalie Michigan, 273, 

Presbyterians of Pennaflvania, 
their stiffness of character, ii. 
84; hated bythe Quakers, 123; 
the Quakers hated by tfcem, 
142; mntual recrimination, \bi. 



Ptesqu' isle, on Lake Erie, fbrtiBed 
by the French, i, 97, 160 ; oceu- 

Eied by Itie English, 166 ; taken 
J the Indians, ^9 ; a false report 
respecting the capture, ii. 15. 

Price, Ensign George, commander 
at Fort Le Bauf, ii. 16 ; his gal- 
lant but unaTaiting defence, 17, 
18 ; arriTes at Fort Pitt, 18, 20, 

Prideaux, General, killed at Niag' 
•ra, i, 126. 

^"rophet, among the Delaware* : hia 
(Tide influence, i, 179 ; excites 
the Indians to war, A, ,- exhorts 
them to bury the hatchet, ii. 



Qtlakers of PenniylTania : their 
treatment of the Indians, i. 80 ; 
anticipated in their policy by the 
Puritans of New England, 81 ; 
their Iotb of the Indians runs 
to dangerous extremes, 89 ; per- 
■uade Che Indians to cease their 
hostilities, 142 ; Quaker assem- 
biymen oppose maasurea nf de- 
fence, and justify tlie Indians in 
their raids on the settlements, 
11. 96, lOS; their own security 
dne t» their remoteness fium tlie 
■cene of danger, 103 ; the Quakers 
alanned at the approach of the 



PaxtoQ men, 137 ; their dilemma, 
136 ; they concur in measures 
for the defence of Philadelphia, 
143 ; and thus abandon their fo- 
vorite principle. 

Quaker principles no security from 
the tomahawk, ii. 103 note. 

Quebec, strongly fortified, 1. 126 
BOrrenders to the English, 140. 



Rangers, description of this apeciet 
of force, i, 161 ; their services, 
162 ; their reputation, ib. ,- a body 
of ti)em under Rogers sent to 
take possession, of the western 
posts, 164. 

Rattlesnake supers tittously vener- 
ated by the Indians, ii. 168 sola, 
2i6nott. 

Robertson, Captain, murdered by 
Ii^dians, i. 234, 

Rogers, Miyor Robert, commander 
of the Rangers, i. 161 ; described, 
162; wanting in correct moral 
principle, 103; tried for medi- 
tated treSiSon, ib,; bis miserable 
end, ib, ; hie published works, 
163, 164 note. See Apixadlx B. 
Sent to take possession of the 
Western posts, 164 ; passes up 
Lakes Ontario and Erie, 166; 
his interview with Pontiac, ib. ; 
his statements respecting the de- 
tention of two British officers. 



, 242 n 



' his < 



t of 



Pontiac, 266 ; Rogers and Pon- 
tiac, 257 ; comes to Detroit with 
a reinforcement, 307 ; engaged in 
the fight at Bloody Bridge, 313, 
316, 

" Royal Americans," a regiment so 
denominated, ii, 30; of what ma- 
terial composed. Hi. 

Rum : a proposal to exrerrolnate 
the Indians hy the free sale of 
this article, ii. 109 note. 



Saca and Foxes, their location, I. 
862 ; defeated by the French near 
Detroit, 262nD(e; apartyof Saci 

visit Mlchillimackinac, 3S3. 
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SaDdiiiky, ftirt, csptared by the 

Indians, i. 271. 

Sault Ste. Marie, a military post, 
i. 321 ; abandoned by the Eog- 
lisb, 361. 

8chlo3ser, Ensign, tAken prisoner 
by Indiana, i. 278, 274. 

School children, with their maater, 
murdered and scalped by In- 
dians, u. 89. 

Schoolcralt, Henry R., quoted, i. 5, 
11, 14. 217. ^20. 

Scolcb-IriBh in FennsylTania, ii. 84 ; 
tlteir peuuljarities, ib, 

Seneca Indians join in the plot 
against the English, i. 18D, 187 ; 
A parly of them take and destroy 
Venango, ii. 20, 29 ; destroy a 
conioy at the Devil's Hole, 79 ; 
make peace witli the English. 
171. See IraquoU. 

Shamanoea, scattered widely after 
their defeat by the Iroquois, i.S2; 
driven again trom their tumee, 
87 ; carry on hostilities against 
the English, 148; their number 
estimated, 148 ; their villages, 
160 ; Colonel Bouquet compels 
them to sue for peace, ii. 223. 

Shjppen. Edward, a magistrate of 
Lancaster, gives to Governor 
Pena an account of the massacre 
in Lancaster jail,iL 12t) note. See 
Appendix E. 

Shippensburg. Pa., crowded with 
fugitdves &Qm the frontiers, ii. 57 

Small-pox, proposal to infect the 
Indians with it, ii. 39, 40; this 
disease found to exist among 
them, 40 nole. 

Smith. James, commands abody of 
border riflemen, ii. 98 ; adopts 
the Indian costume and tactics, 
ib. ; a farther account of him, 99 
note ; heads a predatoi? expedi- 
tion of Paxton men, 277 ; his 
narration of the affair, 280 note. 

Smith, Matthew, a leader amon^ 
the Paxton men, ii. 119; con- 
ducts a party of men against the 
Indians at Conestoga, 120 ; the 
massacre, 121 ; Smith's narration 
of the afTair, 121 note ,- he threat- 
ens to Are on his minister's horse 
if not allowed to pass, 124 ; leads 
in the massacre of LuUans in 



i. 831. 



Lancaster Jail, ib. ; condncta an 
armed rabble to Philadelphia, 
with a purpose to kill the Mora- 
vian Indians, 186 ; proceeds to 
Germantown, and tbeTe halts, 
146 ; treaty with the rioters, 148. 
See Ap'bendix E,, vol. ii. pp. Zb'i- 
366. 



I English flir-trader, 

Spangenburg, a Moravian bishop, 
atteada the great Iroquois coun- 
cil at Onondaea, i. 9 note ; hi* 
account of it, <b. 

St. Ange de Bellerive, commander 
of the French fort Chartres, ii. 
249 ; keeps t)ie Indians quiet, ib. ; 
has a visit &om I'ontiac, 265 ; to 
whom he refuses aid, 265, 285. 

St. Aubin, a Canadian, i. 218; his 
account of the siege of l>etroit. 
Appendix C. 

St. Ignace, mission of, i. 825. 

St. Joseph River, a French fort 
there, i. 69, 62 ; taken poBsession 
of by the Enghsh, 170 ; the fort 
captured by Indians, 273. 

St. Louis founded by I^clede, I!. 
2B7 ; surprising changes there in 
the memory of tlie living, 253. 

St. Pierre, Legardeur de, French 
commandantou the waters of the 
Ohio, i. 98. 

Stedman, conductor of a convoy, 
escapes from the Indians, ii. 77. 

Stewart, Lazarus, a leader of the 
Paxton men, ii. 123 ; apnrC' 
hended on a charge of murder, 
1 28 ; escapes to WyomioK, ib. ; 
issues a " declaration," £u. ,■ tha 
document quoted, llCnoie; favor- 
able character of him given by 
Rev, John Elder, 127 no(s. 

Superstitious regard of Indians fbr 
insane persons illustrated by a 
curious story, ii. 9, 10 ; supersti- 
tious regard for rattlesnakes, ii. 
168 nutt, 248 nolt. 

Susquehanna River, Its banks a 
scene of lodiaa worlive. ii W *t 
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Thunder, god of, i. S8. 

Ticonderoga, ita position, 1. 121 ; 
repulee of the English ttier«, 123, 
124 ; token by General Amherst, 
l;i6. 

Tatemi, embleioB of dam, i. 6, 10 ; 
their influence, 10. 

Tracy, a [Ur-Uader, at Mackinair, 
i. 341. 

Tntderg among the Indlant, tbeir 
bad character, i. 72 ; many of 
them killed, ii. 6-S ; treacheroiu 
conduct of the ludiaas blnards 

Treacherous conduct of Indians, L 
Va, 340, ii. 7, 9, 17, 

Treatment of cnpdves taken in 
war, i. 19, 20, 68, 239 note. 

Treatment of Indians by the 
French, 73-77 ; by the English, 
73. 173, 174 note, 185 : by William 
Penn, 81 ; by his sons, 84, 86 ; 
bv the Quakers, 82, 83 ; by th« 
Neir England people, Bl. 

Treaty of 1763, its probable effect 
on tlie Indians had it been made 
sooner, i. 196, 19e. 

Trent, Captain, occupies the site of 
I^ttsbura, i. 99 ; obliged to leave 
it, ib. 

Tribut* exacted by the -Iroquois, 
what, i. 6 note. 

Tascarona, a ialer member of the 
Iroquois conftderacv, i, 9 ; re- 
moval from North Carolina, 27. 



n of the colonies proposed, L 



Venango, on the Alleghany River, 
ii. 2; destroyed by the Indiana 
and the garrison slaughtered, 20 ; 
tha remains visible many years 
after, 21 note. 

Vlncennes. a French settlement, i. 
156. Ii. 290. 



Virginia troops, thdr good conduct 
at the time of Braddock's defeat, 
i. IIS; Virginia wasted by In- 
dian war, 142 ; character of the 
settlers of Western Virginia, ii. 
81, 88 ; extent of settlement, 82 ; 
ravages of the Indians, 87, 88 j 
energetic measures taken to pro 
tect the settlers, 97. 



" Walking Purchase," the, a fraud- 
ulent transaction, i. 81 ; its con- 
sequences, 85, 86. 

Waipale, Horace, his low opiuloa 
of General Braddack, i. 106. 

Wampum, of what made, i. ISA 
luXe.-its uses, 187,188 noie; what 
the spuming of it denotes, 146 
note; used iumakinga treaty,il. 
177 nole ; black wampum and it* 
use, 272. 

Wapocomogi^, an Oj'ibwa chief, 
visits Detroit with proposals o( 
peace, ii. 107. 

War, Indian appetJte for it, i. 193 ; 
their mode of preparation for it, 
19; wars of the Iroquois with 
othw Indians, 23-26 ; with the 
French, 88-70; warof 1765, 103- 
141; of the Indians of Ohio 
against the English, 14:< ; war- 
partlea of Indians, how formed, 
192 ; Indian wars, how con- 
ducted, 198, 194; preparation for 
war, how made, 196-198; tha 
war tfeast, 197 ; prognostics of 
the war, 212 ; the war dance, 
238; the war instigated by Pon- 
tiac begins, 236 ; end of the war, 
its distresses, ii. 306. 

War of 1755, its beginning, i. 108 , 
its peculiar character, 101; plan 
formed for 1765 by the English 
ministry, 106; plan for 1759, 
126. 

Washington, George, sent to remon- 
strate against French encroach- 
ment, i. 97 ; his interview with 
tliB French commandant on the 
waters of the Ohio, 98 ; surprises 
and captures a party of French 
on t)ie Mononsahela, 99; sus- 
tains the attauu os a superior 
force of Frencli anil Indiana, lUO : 



:!,a,l,zc.bvG00gIe 



bli c&lm iMbarior at tlie time of 

Bnddock'a defeat, 112. 
Waaratam, an Ojibwa chief, hi» 
ginpilar friendehip fur Alexander 
Henry, i, 334 ; warns Henry of 
danger, SSS; the warning diere- 
garded, ih. ; procure! the release 
CT Henry from those who had h Em 
in their power, £56-367; agun 
ttreBerrea the life of Ilenrr, BHO. 

Webb, General, his dastardly con- 
duct, i. 146. 

WildemeaB of the West deBcribed, 
1. 147; \Xa Tastneag. it< amaU 
and icattered Indian population, 
148; estimate of the number, Qi.; 
hunten and trajipiin, their char- 
acter and habits. 168, 169. 

Wilkine, M^or, commanda at Niag- 
ara, ii. 78; conducti an expe- 
dition against the Indians, 79 ; 
meets with disaster, 80; the fiu!- 
tire of the expedition announced 
at Detroit, 110. 

William Heniy, Fort, its position, 
i. 121 ; taken by Monlc^m, 122; 
massacre there. 76. 122, 

WiQiams, Colonel Ephraim, slain at 
the battle of Lake George, 1. 116. 

WilliamBon, an English trader, pro- 
cures the assassination of Fon- 
tlae, iL 810, 811. 



Wtmebagoa, their location, L S6& 

Winston, Hichard, trader at St 
Joseph's, hi(> curions letter, i 
2T4 note. 

Wisconsin, first white settlera in 
it, i. 842 note. 

Wolfe, General James, arriTes be- 
Ibre Quehec. 1. 126; hit character, 
127 ; difficulties of his situation, 
127-129 ; repeats Gray's " El- 
egy," 131 ; occupies the Plains 
of Abraham, 1S4 ; the battle, 
186, 187 ; death of Wolfe in the 
arras of »iclory, 138. 

Wyandota, or Hurons, where lit- , 
uated, i. 22 ; their early pros- 
perity, 2S ; fiercely attaclied and 
slaughtered by the Iroquois, 24; 
atHigitiTe remnant \rH, 24, 84; 
their energy of character, 27, 
161 ; thdr steadiness in fight, 2T, 
28 ; their village near Detroit, 
168, 216; they join in the con- 
spiracy of Pontiac, 187 ; some of 
them do this under coercion, 
243; a body of them surprise 
Cuyler's detachment, 267; apar- 

Sr of them capttu* Fort 8«n- 
usky, 270. 
Wyoming Valley, settled from 
Connecticut, ii. 101, 128; mu. 
■acre of the Mttlen. 101, 



n WilKn & Sen, CambKilge. 
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